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RADIO'S HOT-WEATHER COLD FEET 





Broadway Legit Unlikely to Face 
Acute Theatre Need This Season 


Broadway legit season of 1947- ty 
is a question mark productively but | 
is slowly taking some form. 

Three shows are in rehearsal, cur- 





| Theatre Pa Co. Pops 
Suit at Popless Popcorn 


| 
rently. Number of new musicals is 
especially problematical, the ree. | Minneapolis, July 29. 
tion to managerial manipulation ap-|. Theatre popcorn that allegedly 
pearing to have scared off potential | le failed to pop as guaranteed — in- 
backers. creasing in volume only 16 times 


There are four or five new dramas | instead of 32 when popped—has re- 
which are well regarded by those | Sulted in the filing of a $108,900 | 
in the know and which will attract t | federal district court damage suit by 


investors. Not included are straw- | the Poppers Supply Co. of Minne- 
hat tryouts, steadily growing in | apolis, distributors of theatre pop- 
number. A few new plays in the | corn machines and supplies, and 


summer stocks are rated as Broad- — against the Nebraska Seed Co. 
way possibilities but there have been| The amount of popcorn involved 
so many disappointments in that | is 2,000,000 pounds. Damage to pres- 
field that those scouting material | tige is claimed in suit. 





for regular production are skeptical. 

Indications are that the Shuberts 
will be more active in presenting 
new shows than for a decade. There 


. is a limited number of new pro- 


ductions seeking Broadway houses, 
and unless other managers step up 
their schedules, if any, the theatre 
shortage that has been present sea- 
Sonally for years will be absent The 
Shuberts have arranged to import 
(Continued on page 52) 
a 


Video Ruled as ‘Film’ 
By Pa. Court, Thus 





Requiring Licenses 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

The Daaptin County (Pa:>-eourt 
yesterday (Mon.) ruled that tele- 
vision shows were “motion pictures” 
and that taprooms and taverns with 
video receivers must get entertain- 
ment licenses costing $120 yearly. 

The decision, which is expected 
to have far- -reaching consequences, 
affects more than 50% of all the 
liquor-dispensing establishments in 
this area. 

The court was asked to rule on 
the matter last March when the use 
of tele sets became widespread in 
taprooms, and the State Liquor 
Board ordered the spots to apply for 


entertainment permits. The tap- 
rooms, fighting the liquor board’s 
decision, claimed that the word 


“television” did not appear in the 
Statute books. Judge William H. 
Hargest, president judge of the 
Dauphin court, declared that mo- 
tion pictures were covered in the 
law and that tele and films accom- 
plished the same end—“visual en- 
tertainment of patrons.” 

The court said only an amend- 
ment in the law by the legislature 


would exempt the taproom opera- 
rs. 


Dempsey, Kearns Peddle 
Ex-Champ’s Pic Biog 

Hollywood, July 29. 
Jack Dempsey and his former 
manager, Jack Kearns, called off 
their old feud and got together in 
an effort to sell “The Manassa 
Mauler,” the former champ’s life 

Story, for film production. 

Understood the King Brothers 


ave made a tentative offer to film 
the yarn, 











received a 


Tele Talent Feels 


Strawhat Pinch: 
Pix Raids Also On 


Television producers, already 
bucking terrific odds in trying to 
sign legit talent for dramatic 


shows. have found themselves con- 
fronted with a new pinch this sum- 
mer — from strawhat theatres and 
major film production. 


Citing the large number of sum- 
mer theatres in operation this year, 
NBC tele’s casting director Owen 
Davis, Jr., declared practically every 
young actor he’s tried to call re- 
cently for a video show is away for 
the summer. And if that isn’t bad 
enough, Davis said, almost all those 
that remained in N.Y. for the sum- 
mer have been signed by Hollywood | 
film producers who are shooting | 
films in N. Y. 

Because of the extremely low 
prices that tele can afford to pay 
actors now, most of those willing 
to do video shows have been re- 
cruited from the ranks of young 
radio thespers— with tele always 
having to take a back seat. Instead 


(Continued on page 50) 


Probe Racket On 
Getting-Into-Pix | 
Columbus, O., July 29. 


Better Business Bureau is probing 
what may be a nationwide racket to | 
fleece proud parents on the chance 





that their kids can land in pix. The | 


Bureau revealed a Columbus couple 
with an ll-year-old daushter re- 
ceived literature from a Hollywood 
organization asking them to send | 
$10 for one year’s “dues” and prom- | 
ising that their child would be 
properly classified as to type and | 
“turned over to Central Casting | 
when her type is requested.” 

The parents sent the $10 fee and 
“membership” card, then 
turned the matter over to the locai 


'BBB. Latter learned that the or- 
ganization was not affiliated with 
either the Screen Actors Guild or 


} the Screen Extras Guild. 





| audiences are being undersold, with | 


| 
| 


| 








'acle of the Bells,” 





UN 





IERCELT INE IfB way-Amusement Ops See No Benefit 
IMMER SHOWS In Invasion by 100,000 Legionnaires 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


Summer radio is being sold short. 
The conviction that summertime 


| Await Ruling on 241G 
Claim by Fields’ Widow 


Los Angeles, July 29. 


a resultant brushoff on program-| Mrs. W. C. Fields’ claim for $241,- 


ming, is definitely growing in trade | 225 on the estate of her late hus- 
circles. band will be decided Aug. 14 by 
Partial blame for this situation is | Judge Harold Jeffrey in L. A. su- 





the audience measure- | Perior court. This amount is in ad- 
claimed that while there | dition to the $10,000 bequeathed her 
are obviously fewer sets in use dur- | in the will. 
ing the hotweather months, there is Widow declares the actor gave 
lacking an accurate gauge of the full | $482, 450 to eight women friends, and | 
‘summertime potential among lis- | asserts she is‘ entitled to half that 
teners. 
The situation, it’s contended, is not | 
as bleak as the Hoopers would have 


placed on 
ments. It’s 


erty law. Estate is estimated at 


| $750,000. 





|amount under the community prop- | 


one believe, for while the checks on 
listeners are made among the stay- 
at-homes, no consideration whatever 
is given to the summertime tune-ins 
via the millions of portables and 
auto radios. 

Let the Hooper boys take to the 
road or te any of the beaches and 
summer resorts, it’s argued, and the 
chances are it will reveal an interest 
in summer programming that would 
merit a complete re-evaluation. 


The reason why some observers 
are hot and bothered over the situa- 
tion is that they see the underesti- 
mating of audience pull as the basic 
cause for making summer radio 


(Continued on page 22) 





_Sinatra_as Priest to Sing 


Hollywood, July 29. 
“Father Paul” doesn’t sing in “Mir- 
but then again 


| Frank Sinatra has the role. 


} 





So producers Jesse Lasky and Wal- 
ter MacEwen, are looking for a spot 
in the script where the Voice can 


warble. | 


MPA to Head Of 
Outlaw Ads Via 


Code Revisio 


After taking the rap for years for 


the lurid and flamboyant film adver- 
tising indulged in by certain inde- 
pendent producers and exhibitors, 
major film companies are finally 
taking steps to make certain the in- 
dies lay off such antics in the fu- 
ture. Move will combine an in- 
tensive public relations campaign 
and a strengthening of the advertis- 
ing code via a general revision. 
Education campaign, to be con- 
; ducted both within and without the 
| industry, will emphasize the job of 
self-policing done by the majors in 
their advertising during the last 25 
(Continued from page 25) 








National Advertiser 
For Millions in For-Free Exploitation - 


By MIKE CONNOLLY 


Hollywood, July 29. 
National advertisers will cut the 
film industry in on $100,000,000 | 


| worth of free ballyhoo within the | 


| next 12 months. Sound overboard? | . 
| Figure is described as conservative 
by major studio tie-in chiefs. 
Astronomical figure signals a radi- | 
cal switch on the old days, when 
many topflight stars disdained tie- 
ins as cheap publicity. Then came 
the palmy Lux, Woodbury, Max 
'ractor and Westmore days—not to 
mention Pierce-Arrow, Rolls Royce, | 
Cadillac, Packard, etc—when the | 
‘cinema cuties were glad to look 
'pretty for a backcover speenes or 
even a nice inside doubletruck 
Thesps in those days raked in a 


jot of extra coin and/or staples— 





'phrenia on 52nd Street?” 


season, 


s Cut in Hollywood 


it’s no deal unless the star’s picture 
gets a mention, too. 


| No coin changes hands in the new 


scheme of things. The star’s mugg 
and his name don’t mean a thing un- 
less the studio gets a break, except 
in the case of freelance thesps, and 
latter deals are few and far between 


|Why should a manufacturer shell 


out when he can get it for free from 
the studios merely by including a 
line of type or two to the effect that 
the gal shown is Oona Rooney, star 
of Stratosphere Pictures’ 


And brother, he’s getting ‘em. A 
good idea of what’s going on can be 
gleaned at Paramount. Studio has 
lined up the most ambitious pro- 


|gram in the history of the industry 


for the upcoming fall and winter 
but the others are by no 


nywheie from a convertible coupe | means idle. 


to a couple of G’s—for an endorse- | 
ment. 


‘studios handle all details now, and | 


Pars two “naturals” are Bing 


(Continued from page 16) 


“Schizo- 


+ More than 100,000 delegates to the 


American Legion’s first postwar na-~ 


| tional convention are expected to 

descend on New York ‘or four days 

beginning Aug. 27, but Broadway 
| show business operators do not look 
for the convention to improve their 
business. In fact, most film legit 
| and nitery operators predict the af- 
| fair will prove a serious detriment 
at the boxoffice. 

Pessimistic outlook is based on 
happenings during the Legion’s last 
national convention in N. Y., in Sep< 
tember, 1937. With the promise then 
that the 100,000 tourists in town 
would spend at least $1,000,000 for 
show biz entertainment, the operators 
| found they’d been ‘gravely in error 
|} after the tumult and shouting had 
died. Broadway niteries and cinemas 

fared badly because of the Mardi 

Gras atmosphere in the streets, with 
the Legionnaires turning Times 
Square into a typical New Year's 
Eve and staging better shows, for 
| free, in front of the theatres than 
were found inside. 

Native New Yorkers, unwilling to 
buck the tremendous crowd: jam- 
| ming the streets or take a chance on 
(Continued on page 22) 


Johnston Office Probes 
Cuffo Radio Guestixs; 
Stress Air’s Value to Pix 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Have you an liilegal radio plug in 
your house? That burning question 
will. be asked of picture studios 
here this week by the Johnston of- 
fice. now plenty concerned over 
what appears to be a general break- 
ing of the traces on cuffo guestings, 
, transcriptions and disc jockeys. But 
‘what everyone seems to be over- 
|looking is that the infractions in- 
;curring disfavor by the Motion Pic- 
jture Assn. are also an admission of 
|the value of the airwaves to cellu- 
| loid. 

Paramount 
takeover” 
show on Mutual for two weeks dur- 
ing the commentator’s vacation. Com- 
|plaint was that Par’s wholesale use 
of its talent roster, interviewed by 
MacDonald Carey, violated MPA’s 
ban on cuffo guestings by film p!ay- 
ers. Par, however, bases its im- 
munit.. on “ownership.” however 
jtemnrorary, since the MPA agree- 
ment specifically exempts studios 
using,stars on their own programs— 


(Continued on page 20) 


| 








started it with its 





Merman’s Guest Shot 
An Audition—For Free 


Guest appearance of Ethel Mer- 
man on last Sunday’s (27) “Silver 
Theatre” show on CBS was, in 
reality, an actual audition on behalf 
of Young & Rubicam, which handles 
the International Silver program. 

Avency has an option on the legit 
}musical comedienne for a _ radio 
series and used the opportunity to 


But those days are gone. The | Crosby-Philco and Bob Hope-Pep- size up the Bill Stuart-Jerry Rice- 


j scripted situation comedy. 


of the Erskine Johnson . 
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taf t-Hartley Law Lone Legislation to 
Affect Amus. Much at 80th Congress 





Washington, July 29. + 


The first session of the 80th Con- 
gress hit show business fore and aft 
with a broadside of investigations 
but affected it little in a legislative 
way, except for the Taft-Hartley 
labor law, which was not specifically 
aimed at any segment of the enter- 
tainment industry. 

Any chance of reduced admissions 
taxes for the season of 1947-48 was 
eliminated upon the ending of the 
Congressional session Saturday (26). 
Showmen had some hope of favor- 
able consideration during the spring, 
but before the legislators denarted 
from Washington the only lowering 
of excise taxes applied to jewelry 
and other items not priced more 
than $25. 

Until Congress convenes in Janu- 
ary a revision of the entire tax 
structure will be studied by man- 
agers, authors, actors and others in 
show business whose incomes are 
variable rather than fived as in 
year-round businesses. They have 
proposed stinulstions which would 
permit taxes to be spread over three 
or more years. 

Contention which is being enter- 
tained in Washington is that one 
season may be prosnerous, but the 
following years mav be lean. which 
often havnens. Frualization of levies 
in relation to chance*ble incomes 
was concedsd to he Inzical by Con- 
gressman Herold A. Knutson, of the 
Wavs and Means committee, to a 
lesding showman recentiy. 

Here are the develooments of the 
gession—and it must be remembered 
that any bill which nassed one house 
or got any kind of start in life in the 
past seven months, is’ elizible to 
move forward from that point when 
Congress reconveres, This adiourn- 
ment does not kill pending legisla- 
tion. 

INVESTIGATIONS 

COMMUNISM: The 
American Activities Committee. 
which made futile and abortive 
efforts in the 79th Congress to proehe 
the red situation in Hollywood. really 
got under way this time. It held pre- 
liminary, secret hearings on the 
Coast early in the vear and has laid 
the groundwork for fancy public 
hearings here. beginning the end of 
Sentember, which are expected to be 
headline-grabbers from the word 
“99.” The committee is passing out 
subnenas amene the big industry 
names on the Coast-like peanuts. and 

can’t fail to vet a heavy play 
whether or not it manages to prove 
anvthinge, 

PETRILLO: The House Labor 
Committee rut a sub-committee to 
work on the activities of James C. 
Petrillo and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians and came uv with 
a counte of davs of hot hearings in 
which Petrillo threatened to call off 
network musical broadcasts and also 
the making of records.» However, the 
sessions wound un in a fine “Waltz 
Me Around Again, Willie” spirit, 
with everybody loving everybody. 
Petrillo agreed to let the Army and 
Navy bands make phonograph rec- 
ords exclusively for the use of 


House TIn- | 


Sports Shorts 


Fight in Madison Square Gar- 
den Friday (25) between Elmer 
(Violent) Ray and Ezzard 
Charles, both colored scrappers, 
proved a fiasco. Latter; a 1 to 2 
shot, lost the decision although 
many okservers thought he won 
by a wide margin. That too, was 
indicated when it was announced 
that one judge awarded eight 
of the 10 rounds to Charles, but 
the other judge and referee Ed- 
die Joseph gave six rounds to the 
“winner” and four to Charles. 
At any rate, neither showed 
enough to warrant a match with 
Joe Louis, 

Madison Square Garden an- 
nounced a record total attend- 
ance during its fiscal year, draw- 
ing a tetal of 5,438,941 fans of 
one sport or another. Fight 
shows were attended by 951,587 
for 49 dates. There were four 
championship matches in the 
Garden-and three outdoor pro- 
grams attended by 123,587 mitt 
addicts. Basketball was a big 
moneymaker, and 508,382 fans 
saw 28 college games and 182,763 
the professionals. Sonja Henie 
and her ice revue drew 250,200 
in 17 performances, while the 
“Ice Follies’ was witnessel by 
160,440. Ringling circus was at- 
tended by 836,074 in 65 perform- 
ances. 


Unesco’s Int’l Theatre 
Group Plans Official 
Status for Troupers 


Paris, July 29. 
Key theatrical figures from 10 na- 
tions are meeting here this week in 
an effort to galvanize the theatrical 
end of the international program 
envisaged by the United Nations 
Educational, Social and Cultural Or- 
ganization. Charter for the Inter- 
national Theatre Institute is being 
drafted and national centers are be- 
ing planned with machinery to clear 
the way for the interchange of 
representative theatrical companies. 

Such exchanges, under the ITI’s 
plans, would be given an official 
status to encourage migrations both 
ways across the ocean. Fhat status 
was notably lacking, for example, 
during the recent visit of the Old 
Vic to the U. S. and the earlier call 
by the Moscow Arts theatre, accord- 
‘ing to Clarence Derwent, prexy of 
Equity and a member of the Amer- 
ican delegation. Machinery would 
also be used to establish interna- 
tional theatrical information centers 
to disseminate data to all parts of 
the world. 

Russia is conspicuous by its ab- 
sence. UNESCO officials are still 
musing over the crack by a Russian 
embassy official who recently vis- 
ited UNESCO to explain that his 
country wouldn't be represented at 
the theatre panel. He said: “When 
Russia comes into UNESCO, it won’t 








educational institutions and to work | be through the stage door.” 


out a deal with the music educators. 
This latter, among other things, wil] 


permit school bands to return to the 
air. Hearings here also uncovered 
previously 
“secret” clause in the AFM contracts 
with the film studios whereby the 
studios agreed to withhold sound- 


as positive fact the 





Housing Expediter In 


Washington, July 29. 
In its first 25 days of exercising 


tracks from television. This may be! control only over amusements, the 


attacked as a violation of the anti- 


trust laws; 


U. S. Office of Housing Expediter 


and Petrillo’s income! has approved 160 amusement ap- 


taxes are now under investigation by | plications for construction and re- 


the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 


pairs and rejected another 357. 


HOLLYWOOD STRIKE: The same | Period of July 1-25, that reported on 


House Labor sub-committee returns 


to Hollywood to open hearings on 
the studio strike, in an effort to work 
@ut a solution to that long, drawn- 
out jurisdictional impasse. 


HOWARD HUGHES: Not strictly 
industry is the Senate probe of How- 
ard Hughes’ contracts with the Gov- 
ernment to build planes. However, 
plenty of Hollywood party angle has 
been worked into it by the Senators, 
to give it the color which will get 
it headlines. 


VOICE OF AMERICA: At the llth 
hour, the Senate laid aside the 
House-approved Mundt bill, which 
authorized the overseas information 
activities of the State Department. 
Instead, the Senate approved a reso- 
hition for a full investigation of the 
foreign information programs of the 
State Department and other gov- 
ernment units which may have such 
a pregram. However, this will not 

~ (Continued from page 25) 


by the office, total approved costs 
run to $3,729, 698 and those nixed to 
$11,952,729. 

Okayed were 82 theatre projects 
with a nut of $2,092,318 while 134 
others were denied which would 
| have cost $5,707,505. Five canteens 
land dancehall operations; two 
gambling establishments; eight out- 
door sports sites and six indoors; 27 
alcoholic beverage establishments; 
ard five water sport spots were in- 
‘cluded in those given the green- 
light. 


Metro Inks Menotti 


Holywood, July 29. 
Metro handed a two-ply contract 











as writer-director to Gian-Carlo 
Menoiti, whoe two operettas, “The 
Medium” and “The Telephone,” are 


now on Broadway. 
| His first job under the new pact 
iwill be an original story. 


160 Amusement OK’s!arrancemente tor 








267th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Coming soon, the KEN MURRAY 
Production, “BILL AND COO.” 

A feature length film in Trucolor, 
Republic Release. 


Welles to England 
To Learn Filming’ 


Qyson Welles, delivering a back- 
handed slap at Hollywood at La 
Guardia Field, N. Y., on Monday 
(28), declared prior to his departure 
on an American Overseas Airliner 
that he was en route to England and 
the Continent to learn more about 
film technique. The thesp-producer- 
director is slated to spend a week in 
London with Sir Alexander Korda 
to discuss three pictures and a pos- 
sible stage production. 

British film producers, said Welles, 
“have something to teach us, and 
I’m going there to learn. Some of 
the films imported from England 
lately should force Hollywood to 
make better pictures.” 

Welles and Korda, after spending 
several days in London, will then 
take their huddles to the Riviera. 
Duo will decide then on the first 
picture to be made, with Welles hav- 
ing five separate possibilities in mind 
and Korda having three. Lattef in- 
clude a filmization of “Salome,” a 
Biblical story of some kind, or a 
picture based on “Around the World 
in 80 Days,” legiter which Welles 
staged last year on Broadway and to 
which Korda bought screen rights. 

Welles expects to return to the 
U. S. about Aug. 20 to begin final 
editing on his film version of “Mac- 
beth,” which he made for Republic. 
Initial rough cuts are now being 
made in the film by studio cutters. 

Eric Johnston, president of the 
Motion Picture Assn., returned 
from London last week. (Further de- 
tails on page three.) 

Betty Jane Watson, of the London 
cast of “Oklahoma!” returned to 
New York aboard a Pan American 
plane. She's having a baby. 

Flying to Berlin, to take part in 
the first postwar film to have the 
devastated German capital as a set- 
ting, actor Charles Korvin left La 
Guardia on Trans World Air Line 
last week. The pic is “Berlin Ex- 
press.” 

During his two-month visit to 
Europe the former cameraman may 
also complete a photo assignment 
for Look magazine. 

Keith Weeks, Universal’s produc- 
tion manager, aired to Paris on an 
He will complete 
the filming of 
actual native backgrounds for two 
forthcoming pictures, “Song of 
Norway” and “Casbah.” 

Dina Dore, French radio actress 
and publicity representative~of Uni- 
versal studios, left for Paris on an 
Air France plane. She was going 
home for the first time in eight 
years; she'll visit her family in the 
French capital. 


BILL HUNT RESIGNS 
AS ‘VARIETY’ CHI MGR. 


Bill Hunt has resigned as manager 
of Variety's Chicago office, effective 
immediately. 

Ben Bodec, out of the N. Y. home 
office, will be in charge of the Chi- 
cago branch temporarily, until a re- 
placement is made. 














Garrett in Pic Debut 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Betty Garrett, star of “Call Me 
| Mister.” Broadway hit musical, film- 
‘debuts in Metro’s “The Big City,” 
Margaret O’Brien starrer. 
| Danny Thomas is reteamed with 


' moppet in film after having played 











| with her in “The Unfinished Dance.” | 


Why P.A.s Are Fit to Be Tied 


Recent mania in Hollywood to jockey titles of pix prior to release 
has driven company press agents to the point of cutting paper doilies 


out of their pressbooks. 
disapproval of the industry habit, 
company board last week: 


An Eagle-Lion ribster, demonstrating his 


pasted the following notice on the 


“The picture, ‘The Noose Hangs High,’ will be retitled ‘Laughter 


on the Gallows.’ 


“*The Noose Hangs High’ was formerly titled ‘The Tight Necktie’ and 
was adapted from the novel, ‘Give Him Some Rope.’ 
“In all communications please refer to the picture as ‘Laughter on 


the Gallows.’ 
‘Laugh Till You Choke.’ 


A’ rough print, unscored, now has the working title, 
The finished print will carry the final title. 


If further title changes come through you will be advised. 


“‘Laughter on the Gallows’ 
town with the title, ‘Hemp Jig.’ 
“Please change all stories on 
“Laughter On the Gallows.’ 


was once a play which closed out of 


‘The Noose Hangs High’ to read 


The title of the radio serial based on the 


play and the novel, was ‘Wife’s Other John’.” 





——— 





Guild-U.S. Steel ‘Mouse’ 
Airer Runs Into Legal 
Snarl as Wm. Brady Sues 


Production of the Ladislaus Fodor 
play, “A Church Mouse,” on “Thea- 
tre Guild of the Air,” sponsored by 
U. S. Steel over the ABC net last 
June 8, is likely to prove costlier 
than orginally anticipated. William 
A. Brady and William A. Brady, Ltd., 
brought suit in N. Y. federal court 
Monday (28) charging Theatre Guild, 
Inc., ABC network and U. S. Steel 
with infringing upon the show’s 
copyright which the plaintiffs claim 
to have been assigned in 1931. 

Brady alleges that prior to June 
5, 1947, he was advised that the 
Theatre Guild proposed to produce a 
radio version of “Mouse.” According 
to the complaint he notified the de- 
fendants that he was the copyright 
owner of the play but they disre- 
garded his rights and produced it 
anyway. Show’s cast included Basil 
Rathbone, Pamela Brown and Mar- 
tha Sleeper, among others. 

Brady asks an injunction, damages, 
plus an accounting of profits derived 
by the Guild from the radio per- 
formance of the play, which orig- 
inally was produced by Brady at the 
Playhouse, N. Y. Oct. 12, 1931. With 
a cast headed by Bert Lytell and 
Ruth Gordon, play received mixed 
notices. 


HENRY MORGAN INKS 





FOR HIS 1ST PICTURE 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Henry Morgan, radio comic, will 
make his.screen bow in “So This Is 
New York,” slated as the first pro- 
duction by Screen Plays, Inc., a new 
indie ‘company headed by Stanley 
Kramer. Morgan’s bit under the 
contract is $100,000, plus a percent- 
age of the profits, with an option 
for his second appearance on the 
screen. 

Picture is slated to start on the 
Enterprise lot in September with a 
budget reported at $1,250,000. 


Crippled 12 Years Ago, 
Clicks in Fla. Comeback 


Miami Beach, July 29. 

The word “comeback” took on po- 
tent meaning here last week when 
Leon Kramer, former vaude, radio 
and operetta performer opened a 
one-week engagement at the Copa- 
cabana here. Sidelined for 12 years 
by a stage accident which left his 
right leg useless and has kept him 
on crutches despite a series of op- 
erations, Kramer drew a_ packed 
house at his opening. 

Following the stint, he heads for 
a Chicago hospital and war-devel- 
oped series of treatments that doc- 
tors hope will have him walking 
again. Despite the handicap, Kramer 
kept a hand in show biz, owning 
and operating niteries in Columbus, 
O., Key West, Fla.. New York and, 
during the war years, in USO en- 
tertainment units. 

_Preem show evidenced his reten- 
tion of the sock tenor and showman- 
ship which marked him a comer be- 
fore his accident. 








Woolley’s Slicing 


Monty Woolley, screen-stage actor 
and resident of- Saratoga Springs, is 
recovering from an operation per- 
formed in Albany hospital. 

He had twice been in the hospital 
during recent months for observa- 
tion and treatment, 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Peg La Centra 
Tom Connors 
June Haver 
George Jessel 

















Ben Washer ; 


Ed Weiner 


‘Sneak Preview 


Of Theatre Tele 


Big-screen theatre television in 
one of the Broadway firstruns is 
due to be quietly unveiled within 
the next 45 days. It’s going to be 


tossed on the Paramount theatre 
screen unexpectedly and unan- 
nounced. 


There are three reasons for Par’s 
desire to bring in television quietly: 
(1), Officials are not sure how an 
audience will react to the vastly en. 
larged, current television; (2), come 
pany has no idea of what audience 
preferences will be; whether they 
will go for routine wrestling 
matches, secondary fights, baseball, 
etc. (3), no hand-picked or pro- 
television crowd is wanted. Instead, 
Par is reported as wanting to flash 
on tele “cold” so that patrons will 
not be prepared to criticize one way 
or the other. 

Par now has its intermediate film 
television method down to 30 sec- 
onds but will use a 60-second setup 
because of its better results. This 
means that the company is able to 
flash the tele story on the theatre 
screen cone minute after receipt on 
the television tube. Whole arrange- 
ment calls for this to be imprinted 
on film, then developed and ready 
| for projection within 60 seconds. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew 
Maurice Benjamin 
Charles S. Boren 
Muriel Campbell 
Eddie Donahoe 
Y. Frank Freeman 
Ruth Gordon 
Martin Gosch 
Cary Grant 
James Hanna 
John Hansel 
Stanley Horsley 
Leigh Jason 
Garson Kanin 
Percy Kilbride 

_ Milton Kusell 
Jeffrey Lynn 
Guy Madison 
Eddie Mannix 
“Stanley Meyer 
Joseph H. Moskowitz 
James Mulvey 
Dudley Nichols 
Arthur Sachson 
James A. Sixsmith 
Franchot Tone 
Nick Tronolone 
Jean Wallace 
Jack Warner 
Jacqueline White 





Europe to N. Y. 


Al Burnett 

Rene Clair 

Noel Coward 

Alfred de Liagre, Jr. 
John van Druten 
Kirsten Flagstad 

Alf Kjellin 

Joseph Siritzky 
Diana Wynyard 
Richard F. Walsh 





N. Y. to Europe 


Jean Arthur 

Steve Broidy 
Buddy Coleman 
Alfred Crown 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Henry Koster 
Jules Levey 

Alan Macauley 
Norton V. Ritchey 
Dorothy Shay 
Frederick Spencer 
Orson Welles 
William Wilder 





Dewey Wrigley 


For N.Y. Theatre. 
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QHNSTON SEES 
NO ALTERNATIVE 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Eric Johnston will inform u. Ss. 
film industry chiefs, at a meeting 


‘in New York today (Wednesday), 


that he has come to the conclusion, 
as a result of his recent European 
visit, that American producers have 
no alternative but to accept a reduc- 
tion—temporarily, at least—in their 
income from England. He has, how- 
ever, worked out several alternate 
proposals for Britain’s Dalton plan 
and will present his ideas at the 
meeting to get the opinions of those 
present on their feasibility. 

The proposals all take cognizance 
of the fact that the British dollar 
squeeze is so great there’s nothing 
else for the American companies to 
do but accept gracefully the idea of 
a slice in income. All of Johnston's 
proposals are in the form of com- 
promises by which the industry 
would not permanently lose the in- 
come, but would push off its receipt 
in this country until Britain is bet- 
ter able to afford to pay. 

The Motion Picture Assn. prexy, 
in other words, wants to be able 
to propose to the British that they 
drop the Daiton plan of heavy tax- 
ation on American product in favor 
of some form of blocking dollar ex- 
change, as they did during the war. 
Among the schemes that Johnston 
will offer for thought at today’s con- 
clave will be the making of a mag- 
nanimous gesture by putting a 
heavy hunk of U. S. earnings in 

(Continued from page 25) 


‘Peonage’ Charged By 
Parks in Pact Suit 
Against Col. Picts 


Hollywood, July 29. 

An unusual test suit here involv- 
ing the alleged “peonage” of actor 
Larry Parks at the hands of Colum- 
bia Pictures was filed here Monday 
(28) in state supreme court. Co- 
Tumbia, in turn, filed a countersuit, 
charging breach-of-contract, in fed- 
eral court. 

Parks’ suit is based on atin he 
claims is an enforced employment 
of his services by Col., in violation 
of California law. In 1941 he con- 
tracted with Col., and in 1945, prior 
to his being set for the lead role in 
“The Jolson Story,” he alleges he 
was forced to scrap the '41 pact, at 
a slight increase in pay, for a new 
deal. 

The element of salary doesn’t en- 
ter into it. It’s purely a matter of 
equity. Parks doesn’t want to be 

(Continued on page 25) 


Johnston to Rest 


Eric Johnston, in New York today 
(Wednesday) for 4 meeting of the 
Motion Picture Assn.’s board of di- 
rectors and a report on his foreign 
trip, will head for Spokane this 
weekend. He will spend two to three 
Weeks resting at his home there, 
seeing his family and tending to his 
Private business interests in Wash- 
ington. 

MPA prexy returned from Eng- 
land last Friday (25) and went di- 
Tectly to Washington. Monday (28) 
he addressed a luncheon of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Credit Jewelers in 
Snictgo. He came from Chi to New 
ss Monday night and will leave 

Y. tonight for Washington prior 
to the Spokane trip. 

With him in New York are Joyce 

"Hara, his assistant, and Ken Clark, 
MPA public relations director. 


Freddie’s ‘Candida’ 


Saratoga Springs, N. = July 29. 
Freddie Bartholome is sched- 
uled to go to Dublin, nn he’s set | 
for the role of Marchbanks in a 
Gabriel Pascal production of George 
agin Shaw's “Candida” as soon 
S construction on studios there is 
ae 
ne-time moppet star appeared at 
str theatre here last week in “Pur- 
- of Happiness.” He's been {roup- 
* g the Strawhat circuit in “Happi- 
ess, ei Hasty Heart” and “Charley’s 











Aunt, 
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Hollywood, July 29. 

Whether Joseph M. Schenck would 
accept the post of United Artists’ 
savior hinged late this afternoon 
(29) on Charles Chaplin’s handing 
him a power of attorney, Schenck 
already had been given the proxy of 
Mary Pickford, Chaplin’s co-owner 
in the company. The 20th-Fox exec 
refused to make a move, however, 
toward’ settling the company’s 
scrambled affairs until he had a 
clear mandate from Chaplin, who 
was only prepared to give Schenck 
authority to name a president. 

Chaplin’s attorneys were review- 
ing with him the proposal that 
Schenck be a voluntary conciliator— 
“a cool head from the outside’—to 
name a prexy for UA and get the 





company properly operating «again. 
With a proxy only from Miss Pick- 
ford, Schenck refused to act, since 


he would be in a one-sided position | 


that might find him in a battle with 
Chaplin—a possibility he wouldn't 
consider. Arthur W. Kelly, Chap- 
lin’s rep, is said to 


tSchenck the proxy would be forth- 


j 


coming. 

Plan, as proposed to Schenck by 
Arnold Grant, Miss Pickford’s at- 
torney, last week, calls for him to 
name the new prexy, who will serve 
with four representatives, two apiece 
from Miss Pickford and Chaplin. In 
case of a tie between reps of the 
two owners, the prez would have 
the deciding vote. 

Power of attorneys would do away 
with the old bylaw of the corpora- 
tion which called for unanimous 


Joe Schenck as Intermediary In UA’ 
Scrambled Affairs Awaits Chaplin OK 


agreement of the owners. This has 
resulted in bickering and dissention 
through the years. 

Announcement of Schenck’s take- 
over was made by Sears at a meet- 


|ing of United Artists producers at 


have assured | 


| the Beverly-Wilshire hotel. Sears 
made known the company’s new 
trouble-shooter following what he 


described after the 
“cross of gold speeches” by 
producers about dire effects 


several 
the 


| management problem was having or 


their credit with banks. 
Sears said Schenck will 
linquish any of his duties with Fox. 
He will receive no compensation 
whatsoever. He is doing it, Sears 
stressed, because Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford are his friends of long 
standing and because he has a great 
(Continued on page 23) 








Wall St. Backing 
In FC Expansion 


Plans for Wall Street to finance 
further expansion of Film Classics 
by underwriting a $1,000,000 pre- 
ferred stock issue are currently be- 
ing worked out and are expected to 
be completed within the next month. 
FC had hoped to have the financing 
completed by this time, but the con- 
templated deal originally negotiated 
with White, Weld &- Co. fell 
through. 

Money is to be used to buy out 
its remaining franchised exchanges 
and also to line up deals for the 
distribution of new product. Con- 
fining its activities heretofore to re- 
issues, FC hopes to sign on indie 
producers by offering them partial 
financing for their pictures. 

Edward L. Alperson, co-owner of 
FC with Joseph Bernhard, may sell 
his remaining 50% interest to Bern- 
hard when the deal goes through. 
Wrapped up in his own production 
activities under his releasing deal 
with 20th-Fox, Alperson has taken 
little active part in FC operation 
since Bernhard bought into the 
company last year. 





Extras’ Hazards Bring 
U-I Pic’s Pay Boost 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Salary adjustment is on the 
agenda for extras working in Uni- 
versal-International’s “Tap Roots,” 
as the result of a complaint launched 
with the Screen Extras Guild by 
supers, that work in the film is haz- 
ardous. 

Trouble started last Saturday (26) 
when the extras noticed a couple of 
truckloads of dynamite being moved 
onto the back lot. They complained 
to director George Marshall, who 
called in production manager Jim 
Pratt. After consulting with the 
SEG, Pratt agreed to let the union 
chiefs inspect daily rushes to decide 
whether the extras are entitled to 
extra pay. 

Scenes involve blasting a huge 
tree and burning down a mansion, 
with Susan Hayward, Van Heflin, 
Ward Bond and Julie London also 
in the sequence. Forty extras were 
in the Saturday incident but there'll 
be between 300-400 used before 
shooting winds. 


Martin Block, Actor 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Martin Block’s going into pictures. 
Disk jock will produce, direct and 
be featured in a series of shorts for 
Metro. 

Terms call for a minimum of four 
and maximum of eight shorts annu- 
| ally. They will be fashioned on his 
| familiar disk-jockey program with a 
broadcast background. 


DWAN’S NEW REP. PACT 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Allan Dwan has inked a new 








producer-director-writer pact at Re- 
public, 
1949. 


running until September, 





First film under the new deal will 
be “End of the Rainbow.” 


Rank’s Aide Strikes Oil 

John Frame, J. Arthur Rank’s 
unofficial financial advisor and 
head of Cinema Corp., company 
which bankrolls Canadian pix, 
was due in New York on a num- 
ber of film deals but cancelled 
his trip at the last moment. 
Frame, instead, hurried to west- 
ern Canada, where he has land 
holdings. 

Reason for the change in trek 
was that engineers wired him 
they had struck oil on his land. 











COPLAN DUE TO RESIGN 


UA TO JOIN NEW FIRM 


London, July 29. 
David Coplan, British distribution 


turn in his resignation. He is join- 


ing Sir Edward Villiers in the for- | 
mation of a new British producing | if, the outfit 
Unit is said to have a | personnel. 


company. 
pipeline to the rupee storehouse of 
an Indian rajah, which will give it 
almost unlimited financing. 

Villiers is British‘rep for UA pro- 
ducer Sam Coslow and_ handles 
other American product here. Cop- 
lan, former Canadian topper for UA, 
has been in the middle of that com- 
pany’s troubles with J. Arthur Rank 
in getting playing time on Rank’s 
Odeon and Gaumont-British circuits. 
There is understood to have been a 
long strained relationship between 
Coplan and certain UA execs, with 
frequent talk of their parting com- 
pany. 





Report Harrison 


Technicolor Head 


Kay Harrison, managing director 
of British Technicolor, is reported 
succeeding Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus as 
prexy and general manager of the | 
worldwide Technicolor enterprises. 
Dr. Kalmus would concentrate his 


activities in the less-arduous spot of | 


board chairman, by which he would 
thus remove himself from day-to- | 
day detailed operation and permit 
him a broader scope of activities in 
regard to research and expansion. 
Harrison recently returned to 
Britain from extensive confabs with 
Dr. Kalmus ii the U.S., . during 


| which time the new setup reported- 
chief for United Artists, is about to|}y was agreed upon. 


Resignation 
recently of Gevald F. Rackett as v.p. 
and assistant general manager has 
thrown more work on Kalmus and 
short of top exec 


Kalmus denies the above move is 


| contemplated. 





Harrison, in London, denies re- 
placing Kalmus, but he expects to 
move to New York with his family 
next spring. 





Reissue ‘Marker’ In 
Runyon Fund Setup 


Hollywood, July 29. 
An early reissue of “Little Miss 
Marker,” Damon Runyon-scripted 
Shirley Temple starrer, is planned 
by 20th-Fox. 
Proceeds td the Runyon Memorial 
Fund. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Hot Weather Slows Up Biz—‘Hucksters,’ ‘Kissing,’ 
‘Possessed,’ ‘Brute,’ ‘Ruth,’ ‘Stranger’ Tops 


Return of hot weather in many 
sections of the country is wilting 
business in numerous key cities cov- 
ered by Variety, but the summer 
dog days are failing to hurt big top 
grossers. The past seven days saw 
several new pictures getting around 
in the keys. Most new entries shape 
up strongly. 

Leader again this week is “The 
Hucksters” (M-G) despite the fact 
that it current!y is playing second 
weeks in most spots. Marked fea- 
ture in several keys was the way it 
fell off as compared with smash or 
record business of initial session. 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her” (20th) 
is second best nationally, but it is 
taking a socko session at the N. Y 
Roxy, where film is abetted by Ab- 
bott & Costello on stage, to reach 
this slot. 

Others among top six leading 
grossers in order of showing made 
at boxoffice and playdates are “Pos- 
sessed” (WB), “Brute Force” (U),- 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Welcome 
Stranger” (Par). Last-named is 
making this fine showing although 
orly in four cities currently. 


This | 





new Bing Crosby starrer is great on | 
its second Minneapolis week, near | 


record at huge $23,000 in K. C., the 
Detroit ace with a new high of $35,- 
000 in a small-seater and big $23,000 
for second San Francisco week. 
“Stranger” is not far away from 


is all the more remarkable consider- 
ing season of year. Film actually is 
holding up better in most keys than 
“Skies” did. In K. C. the showing 
is better than Christmas week for 
“Skies.” “Ruth” is the standout pic- 
ture in Philadelphia, is great leader 
in Cincinnati, big on third Chi stanza 
and holding» well on Pittsburgh 
moveover, “Brute” is rated sock in 
Chi and big on N. Y. second frame, 
albeit way 
week, 

Of newcomers, “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) looks the most 
promising with a terrific session at 
N. Y. Music Hall, and shaping as one 
of top summer weeks there. “Cross- 
fire’ (RKO), also smash in N. Y., 
too shapes as a big grosser from its 
initial playdate. “Black Gold” 
(Mono) is doing well in two cities. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 

Pages 12-13) 





Gable’s ‘Homecoming’ 


~ Hollywood, July 29. 
Clark Gable checks in at Metra 
Aug. 15 for his next starrer, “Home- 
coming,” originally known as “The 
Homecoming of Ulysses,” a tale of 


| the postwar problems of an Army 


| 
| 


surgeon, 
Picture will 


| first chore as director since his re- 
“Blue Skies” (Par) business, which ' turn to the Metro lot. 


meeting as some 


not re- 


off from record first | 


COMPROMISE ON BRITISH TAKE? 


‘GHINGES FOR TAX 
EEN REMOTE 


London, July 29. 
Chances for application of the 
proposed British ad vatorem tax 
are believed remote as a result 


of the conferences among J. 
Arthur Rank, Sir Alexander 
Korda, Hugh Dalton and Sir 





Stafford Cr pps. 

Return of Eric Johnston to the 
U. S. to make certain the prom- 
ised American playing time for 
Rank and Korda product ma- 
terializes is expected to be a big 
factor in killing the Dalton tax 
proposal, 


By ABEL GREEN 

London, July 29. 
Despite opposition voiced during 
| the past week by both Eric Johnston 


and J. Arthur Rank to Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Hugh Dalton’s 
proposed restrictions on American 


film imports, feeling persists that the 
front-page barrage of slogans here— 
“Food or Films,” “Bacon or Bogart,” 
etc.—must result in a compromise on 





| funds taken out of Britain by U. S. 
| companies. 
| Result may be as much as 50% 


| of American film income voluntarily 
| frozen at this end—and certainly at 
| least 25%—until Britain’s dollar-ex- 
| change position is better clarified. 
Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin's sig- 
nificant address forecasting “two 
more years’ may be the barometer 
| of the time needed, it’s held. 
Meantime, Dalton is expected to 
make an important annéduncement 


(Continued from page 16) 


Pickford to Testify 
In La Cava Pact Suit 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Mary Pickford is slated to testify 
next Tuesday (5) in Superior court 
in the breach-of-contract suit 
brought against her by Gregory La 
Cava. Miss Pickford was called by 
the plaintiff. 

Also scheduled to testify is Bill 
Blowitz, Miss Pickford’s press agent 
at the time the contract was made. 
Winnie Kay, La Cava’s secretary, is 
also slated to testify. 

La Cava charges Miss Pickford 
failed to carry out the contract for 
him to produce and direct “One 
Touch ef Venus” for her. 


Amount sought is $1,650,000. 
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ELDrop NY. Day-Dating as RKO, 


Loew's Balk Bway Multi-Preems 





Spread of day-and-dating system + 


to New York has been stymied by 
insistence of the RKO and Loew’s 
circuits on application of a long- 
standing clearance rule against mul- 
tiple Broadway openings. The cir- 
cuits’ stance last week almost barred 
Universal’s “Siave Giri” from their 
key situations in deluxe houses. 
After a week’s negotiations, net re- 
sult was that U discontinued its 
newly-launched policy of day-and- 
dating pix into the Winter Garden 
and Park Ave. theatres while RKO 
and Loew’s waived their objections 
go far as “Slave Girl’ is concerned. 

Dropping of double preems forced 
Fagle-Lion to slot its British-made 
“Green for Danger” into the Winter 
Garden alone this week instead of 
that theatre and the Park Ave. as 
originally announced. “Slave Girl” 
had played both houses for a two- 
week run. With “Green” one of J. 
Arthur Rank’s pix handled by E-L, 
Robert Benjamin, prexy of Rank’s 
U. S. organization, had attempted in 
vain to win the circuits’ okay to the 
double opening. 

Clearance rule is against any pic 
playing more than one Broadway 








That Elusive Time 

Jamup on first-run Broadway 
houses, noticeable a year ago 
when majors were hard put to 
find theatres for opening New 
York dates, is now a thing of 
the past. Actually, the problem 
has reversed itself, and the outer 
fringe mainstem flickeries are 
facing real difficulties in snar- 
ing first-runs. 

Product problem was played 
up this week when two first-run 
theatres, the Park Ave. and the 
Broadway, switched to reissues. 
Park Ave., operated by Univer- 
sal, will play “100 Men And a 
Girl," Deanna Durbin oldie, 
while Broadway takes on “Lady 
of Burlesque” and “The Great 
John L.” Broadway is operated 
by United Artists. 


oe —rerenee m 








run unless it’s on a roadshow 
basis. Roadshow exception permitted 
United Artists’ “Carnegie Hall’ to be 
booked into both the Winter Garden 
and Park Ave. without subsequent 
damage. Neither RKO nor Loew’s 
will play any film violating the re- 
striction in their deluxers, which are 
actually second-run throughout the 
city. Universal splits its product be- 
tween the two chains. 

Day-and-dating, generally known 
in the trade as the “Los Angeles 
system,” because it caught on first 
in that city, has had a powerful im- 
petus, nation-wide, as a result of 
the postwar climb in production 
costs. System has extended to many 
towns, including Denver and Kansas 
City, as a way of cornering more 
first-run_ coin. First dent in New 
York was the switch to that habit 
by the two Universal - operated 
houses. 

‘Duel’ Campaign 

Multiple openings also registered 
in isolated instances such as “Duel 
in the Sun” blitz campaign. Rule 
didn’t apply in that case because pix 
played at advance prices. RKO and 
Loew’s claim a spread of the habit 
would hit their deluxe biz hard. 

Svstem, however, has been hailed 
by a number of pix biggies as the 
coming thing. It’s been pointed up 
as the best way to boost the number 
of first-runs without building more 
theatres 

Return of the Park Ave. to a solo 


Rank’s Report 
London, July 29. 

Following a dinner tendered 
him yesterday (Monday) by 
executives of his various or- 
ganizations, J. Arthur Rank re- 
ported to his colleagues on the 
enthusiastic reception given him 
in the U. S. 

He paid special tribute to Bar- 
ney Balaban, Charles Skouras, 
Harry M. Warner, Nicholas M. 
Schenck and Nate Blumberg, for 
being generally cooperative. 


Rank Needs 7506 
Avge. in 48 Bid 


For J. Arthur Rank to ring the 
bell at $15,000,000 from the U. S. 
market in 1948, the 28 pix which 
he plans to release in America in 
the coming year must average $750,- 
000 gross rentals, it was learned 
from an authoritative source this 
week. His films, in short, would have 
to garner domestically the same as 
small Yank pictures. 


Figure of $15,000,000 is up for 
speculation in trade circles since 
Rank told London interviewers last 
week that he hoped to hit that mark 
next year. Britisher refused to fore- 
cast what he woukd do here during 
the current stanza. 

Rank has a reverse escalator clause 
with Universal and Eagle-Lion on 
distribution fees in this country, 
a top Rank official told Varmry. If 
his films do solid biz at Yank houses, 
the British mogul will receive more 
than half of the gross rentals in 
currency exchange after deduction 
of distribution charges and adver- 
tising costs. 

Under U’s deal with Rank, top 
handling charge is 35%, which is 
scaled down as the grosses climb. 
It’s so fixed, exec said,-that for the 
Britisher to bring home $15,000,000, 
U and E-L must garner $21,000,000 
in rentals. For a $10,000,000 goal 
(unofficially aimed at this year), 
rentals must equal $17,000,000 while 
for $5,000,000, distribs’ coin would 
have to total $9,000,000. 

Britisher’s films are being sold at 
the same terms as those of a favored 
major, it’s ‘said. While deals are 
highly flexible, varying with the 
theatre and film, overall scale is 
from 25% to 50%, with the gross 
biz a strong factor. Since the average 
is roughly one-third, Yank audiences 
will have to turn in some _$63,000,000 
in dimes, quarters and dollars for 
Rank to bag his $15,000,000. 

With four British films already 
released this year by U, company 
hopes to get five to six more to U. S. 
screens before the stanza is up. Next 
two in line are “Black Narcissus,” 
Michael Powell’s Technicolor opus, 
;and “The Upturned Glass,” last film 
made for Rank, with James Mason 
in lead. Additionally, Rank’s Pres- 
tige unit of U has eight films making 
the art house rounds. 

_E-L has released “Bedelia” and 
“The Adventuress,” with “Green for 
Danger” and “Caravan” on deck. 
Company will have a total of six 
Rank pix released before 1947 calls 
it a day, or year. 


Agnew Back to N.Y. 














fir-t-run operation again puts in a 
q .ndary on how to handle the house. 
Ii’s main difficulty is a lack of 
product. U’s top pix are committed 
to the Criterion, house operated 
jointly by Metro and Charles Moss. 
Winter Garden, a smaller theatre, 
ects second creck, with 
Ave. in the ornhan spot. 

House does all right with the right 
kird of product but 
enough of it to go around. U pays 
a £9500 weekly rental to Walter 
R:ede, owner of the theatre, and 
needs close to $5,000 weekly to break 
even. With its location off the main 
stem and only 583 seats to fill, it 
requires fairly strong product to 
make the grade. 





Negulesco on Belinda 
Hollywood, July 29.° 
Jean Negulesco has been set by 
Warners to direct “Johnny Belinda,” 
2 Jane Wyman starrer. 
~ Negulesco leaves on a_ location 
junket to the northwest, prepping 
for a late August starting date, 
Jerry Wald will produce. 


the Park | 


there isn’t | 





Neil Agnew, distribution chief for 
| David O. Selznick, returns to New 
| York over the weekend from Hol- 
|lywood. Milt Kusell, general sales 
| manager, returns tomorrow (Thurs- 
| day). Milton Kramer, SRO board 
chairman and _ counsel, returned 
Saturday (26) after a two-day visit. 

They have been working out re- 
j} leasing plans for “Intermezzo” re- 
{issue and “The Paradine Case,” 
which are next on the distribution 
schedule of Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization. 

Plans for SRO handling of other 
indie product were also discussed 
but are only in the most elementary 
| Stages. 





Jules Levey to Europe 


ducer, leaves for England with his 
wife on the Queen Mary Aug. 1. 





leans,” and for distribution on the 
| continent. 














GEORGE GIVOT 


Watch for New Recordings 
The first four sides will include 
“The Greek Ambassador” and “The 
Glory Road.” 








$4,000,000 Paid 
By Warners For 
Pathe Newsreel 


Warner Bros. will pay RKO a 
purchase price of $4,000,000 in mid- 
August when it takes over the phys- 
ical assets of RKO Pathe newsreel. 
That sum will be in a lump pay- 
ment and RKO expects approxi- 
mately $3,000,000 to be reflected in 
the company’s annual 1947 earnings, 
after deduction of all items, including 
capital gains taxes. In selling the 
reel, RKO agreed to lay off pro- 
duction or distribution of newsreels 
for a period of 10 years. 


While no decision has been made 
by RKO-ers as yet, there’s a good 
chance that the coin will be used 
as part of RKO’s new revolving 
fund created to finance a film back- 
log. As things now stand, that cash 
has been derived from bank loans 
but interest payments can be saved 
by use of the WB cash. At any rate, 
it’s said, the money will show up in 
-(Continued on page 27) 


Selznick Will Learn 
How to Be a Linguist; 
Has Big Foreign Stable 


With the arrival of Swedish actor 
Alf Kjellin in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) aboard the Gripsholm, David 
O. Selznick’s talent stable is swell- 
ing with foreign players. Inked sev- 
eral months ago, Kjellin joins pro- 
ducer-writer-director Mario Oldati, 
actress Alida Valli, Louis Jourdan 
and Philip Friend in the Selznick 
fold. 

Both the Italian Miss Valli and the 
French Jourdan recently completed 
roles in  Selznick’s forthcoming 
“Paradine Case.” Pending further 
activity on the home lot, former has 
been farmed out to Jesse Lasky for 
the femme lead in “Miracle of the 
Bells,” while Jourdan has been 
loaned to Rampart Productions as 
Joan Fontaine’s vis-a-vis in “Letter 
From an Unknown Woman,” based 
on a story by Stefan Zweig and 
slated for 
release. 

Winner of the Venice and Cannes 





due to arrive from Italy in Septem- 
ber. His first chore will be to write 
a screenplay co-starring Miss Valli, 
whom he directed in Rome, and 
Jourdan. British actor Philip 
Friend as yet has had no assign- 
/ ment. 


| 
| 
| 
' 








Silverstone Squires 


London, July 29, 
Murray Silverstone, 20th-Fox’s 
,foreign distribution chief, is remain- 


| William Kupper, company's new 
British topper, to local film biggies. 





|for the company in the U. S. 
Arthur Silverstone, 


|will return to the U. S. early in 
August. 


ing in London this week to introduce 


Silverstone and Kupper arrived last | 
week on the Qucen Elizabeth. Kup- 
Jules Levey, United Artists pro- ,per is former general salesmanager 


2 New Territorial Groups (100 Thea.) 
Approved for Nat’ Allied Membership 





Cancels Festival Thin ° 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Hollywood's “indifference” to film 
festivals in Europe resulted in the 
cancellation of Margaret Herrick’s 
scheduled trip to Venice and Cannes 
as representative of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
When the Academy learned that 
most of the Hollywood lots were 
passing up the exhibitions, the board 
members decided there was no use 
in sending the executive secretary 
abroad. 


Levy May Counsel 
Single Exhib Org. 


While biggies in both the Ameri- 
can Theatres Assn. and the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America 
continue puzzling on who to tap for 
the top spot of prexy in Theatre 
Owners of America, new org that'll 
be birthed from merger of the two 
exhib outfits, post of general counsel 
has been practically grooved al- 
ready. It'll be offered to Herman 
Levy. New Haven attorney, one of 
the prime movers in the-merger and 
incumbent general counsel for the 
MPTOA, 

Proffer will be made to Levy, it’s 
said, at the Washington ratification 
convention, Sept. 19-20, Levy could 
have the job of exec director of 
TOA, but it’s thought that he’d pre- 
fer counsel chores to a‘ fpll time 
stint which would probably require 
retirement from his private practice. 

Robert Coyne, current exec direc- 
tor of ATA, is now slotted to hold 
over temporarily in the equivalent 
TOA post after the DC meet. Coyne, 
however, wants to step out of exhib 
orgs into private business and in- 

(Continued on page 23) 


$17,000,000 FOUR GET 
NOV-DEC. FOX RELEASE 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Four most expensive films on this 
year’s 20th-Fox production program 
will be released in November and 








December. Quartet, consisting of 
“Forever Amber,” “Captain from 
Castile,” “Nightmare Alley” and 


“Gentleman’s Agreement,” represent 
a total outlay of more than $17,- 
000,000. 

Studio executives said they are 
confident of an tipsurge in turnstile 
receipts in the next few months and 
might as well cash these expensive 
pictures while they can. “Amber” 
will be the first. unveiled, followed 
by “Castile,” “Alley” and “Agree- 
ment” in that order. 

Technicolor will start process 
work on “Amber” more than a 
month ahead of schedule, the result 
of rush jobs by the scoring and re- 
cording departments. Picture will go 
to the tinting laboratory in mid- 
August, instead of Sept. 20, as origi- 
nally scheduled. 











‘Song of Love’ for Hall 


Metro’s “Song of Love,” starring 


Universal-International | Katharine Hepburn, Paul Henreid 


and Robert Walker, is scheduled to 
preem at Radio City Music Hall, 


awards for film direction, Oldati is} N. Y., the end of September. Picture 


won't be booked anywhere else in 
the country until the Music Hall 


pleted. 
Following that, “Song” will be 
booked as a special on a city-by-city 





it will be sold at regular term’ and 





basis, similar to the selected open- | chief for Samuel Goldwyn. 
ings chosen by Metro for “Yearling.” | Coastward 
Despite Metro's tagging it a special, | week for huddles with the producer 


. Kupper in England | 2* no advance in admission prices. | 


| Film follows Columbia's “Down to | 


Earth” into the Hall, which in turn 
| follows the current “Bachelor and 
| the Bobby Soxer” (RKO). 





GOLDING TO JOIN KORDA 


British publicity representative of 
| Samuel Goldwyn to join Sir Alex- 
| ander Korda. He will serve in Lon- 


Murray’s ,don as personal representative of 
He’ll work out plans for the opening | brother, who has been serving 20th | Morris Helprin, Korda’s American | 
there of his current film, “New Or-j|in Britain as a special sales aide, | rep. 


i 73° 
Goiding leaves Engiand for the 


It’s understood a disagree- U. S. on the Queen Msry tomorrow 


Departure from London fer the;ment with Murray resulted in his} (31), and will remain here in hud- 


U. S. is scheduled for Sept. 4 


jrecall to the home office. 


| dles with Helprin for a month. 


| “Secret 


David Golding has resigned as— 


+ Washington, July 29. 


Two new territorial groups were 
approved for membership in the Al. 
lied States Assn. of Motion Picture 
Exhibitors today (Tuesday), as the 
Allied executive committee began a 
two-day session in advance of the 
coming meeting of the boarg of die 
rectors. 

Allied also named William L. 
Ainsworth prez of Independent The. 
atre Owners of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, as chairman of its con. 
vention, slated for Milwaukee. Dec, 
1-3. Plans for the national confab 
were approved. 

Well over 100 more theatres were 
added to the Allied list through the 
okay for membership of Allied The. 
atre Owners of the Gulf States and 
the Allied Rocky Mountain Inde. 
pendent Theatres. In addition, the 
executive committee studied re. 
quests from several other territories 
which requested help in organizing 
local associations to be ‘“affiliateg 
with the national body. 

The committee indicated that or- 
ganization help would be given to 
several of these areas, but refused 
to disclose from where the appeals 
had come. The Allied spokesmen 
said they were shaping up an ag- 
gressive membership campaign. Also 
shaped up, according to Abram F. 
Myers, board chairman and general 
counsel, was a grass roots push 
toward repeal of the 20% admis- 
sions tax. Allied groups all over 
the nation will be asked to contact 
their congressmen during the long 
congressional recess to explain the 
theatre situation to them and the 
need for abolishing the tax. 

It is figured that by asking for 
complete elimination of the bite, the 
theatres are more likely to get back 
to the old 10% level than if they 
announce that as their objective. 

The members also approved prep. 
aration and introduction of an 
amicus curiae brief in the appeal of 
the big motion picture anti-trust 
suit before the Supreme Court. The 
document will be offered when the 
court calis up the case for a hear- 
ing. : 

Also on the agenda for the cur- 
rent meeting is a further study of 
the plan to procure additional prod- 
uct for indie theatres, even through 
the medium of aiding independent 
production. However, this matter, it 
was decided, would be considered by 
the full board of directors at its 
next meeting. 

Not acted upon today was the 
question of a test case to seitle the 
legal status of the American Society 
of Authors, Composers and Publish- 
ers. This situation has come into 
prominence due to the decision of 
ASCAP to up the bite on theatres. 
The question is whether there is a 
pending case which will solve the 
preblem for the exhibitors or 
whether a new suit should be 
launched. 

The executive committee also had 
before it the plan of its president, 
Jack Kirsch, to handle exhibitor 
complaints against distributors via 
joint action of the association rather 
than by individual theatres. Tied 
in with this was a study of plans to 
increase generally the service given 
by Allied to its members. 

Present at the meeting, in addi- 
tion to Kirsch and Myers, are Col. 
H. A. Cole, M. A. Rosenberg, Sidney 
E. Samuelson, Martin G. Smith, 
Nathan Yamins and William L. 
Ainsworth, president of Independent 
Theatre Owners of Wisconsin and 


| Upper Michigan. 





run, which is to be limited, is com- | Farnol, Goldwyn To 


Huddle on ‘Wife’ 


Lynn Farnol, publicity-advertising 
heads 


from New York next 


on the campaign for “The Bishons 
Wife,” Cary Grant-Loretta Youns- 
David Niven starrer. Pic follows 
Life of Walter Mitty” on 
Goldwyn’s release’ schedule and is to 
be given the same type of exten- 
sive campaign as Goldwyn’s “Best 
Years of Our Lives.” 

Film will be retitled before Te 
lease, with Farnol slated to sit In 
on confabs on the new moniker. 
James Mulvey, Selznick distrib 


chief; Arthur Sachson, sales man- 


' 





‘ager, and Alfred Crown, foreign dis- 
‘tribution topper, returned over the 
'weckend from huddles with Gold- 
“wyn, during which time they viewed 


“Wife.” Crown leaves Friday (1) 0" 
the Queen Elizabeth for six weeks 
in Europe, 
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Boxoffice Reports Indicate Optimism 
For Film Biz Throughout the Nation 





* widespread industry opinion that¢ 
the worst of the b.o. recession is 
over and grosses from now on will 
hit the upgrade was strengthened 
last week by reports from all over 
the country. Some of the gilt was 
taken off the optimism, however, by 
a slide in boxoffice take over the 
weekend. At least part of that was 
attributed to extra-pleasant weather 
sending potential stubholders to 
open-air pursuits. 

Broadway hit the bonanza trail 
with three new boxoffice records, 
while key cities and small towns 
also gave indication that the hoped- 
for upswing might be at hand. No 
small part of the improvement could 
be pinned on increasing boxoffice 
quality of pictures. 


Biz is undoubtedly still off in 
many situations, which is another 
factor tempering optimism. How- 


ever, with that now-famous industry 
cliche—‘‘there’s nothing wrong with 
the business that good pictures can’t 
cure’—undoubtedly as true .now as 
ever, a survey of upcoming re- 
leases indicates a welcome supply 
of potential- top-grossers. Product 
outlook is tremendously improved 
over the first half of 1947, 


B’way Records 
New Broadway records were set 
by Metro’s “Hucksters” at the Cap- 
itol, 20th-Fox’s “I Wonder Who’s 
Kissing Her Now” at the Roxy, and 
Universal-International’s “Brute 
(Continued from page 16) 


20th’s 50G in ‘Allegro’ 
Just a Lotta Gravy Out 
Of 2 Other R-H Shows 


The $50,000 which 20th-Fox is put- 
ting into. the legit production of 
“Allgero” this fall is all gravy as far 
as the company is concerned. It’s 
the third Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical in which 20th has invested, 
with the previous pair still grinding 
in coin at a rate that makes likely 
at least a $500,000 profit for the 
studio. 

Previously angeled were “Annie 
Get Your Gun” and “Carousel.” 
Company put up the entire $340,000 
nut on “Annie” and it has turned 
out to be the most profitable Broad- 
way investment ever made by a film 
company. Profit of anywhere from 
100 percent to 200 percent is an- 
ticipated. 

Original investment has already 
been paid off and a profit of $6,000 
to $8,000 a week is rolling in. Fox 
gets half of that as backer. Metro 
bought screen rights to the hit musi- 
cal for $650,000 with Fox’s share of 
that $130,000 after producer’s and 
authors’ portions come out. 

Unlike “Annie,” “Carousel” has 
shuttered in New York. It’s still 
paying off in Chicago, however. Fox 
put up only $30,000 of the $200,000 
budget, so its income is considerably 
less than from “Annie,” although it 
has long since gotten its investment 
back and everything now is profit. 

Fox's $50,000 in “Allegro” will be 
only one-fifth of the total capitaliza- 
tion. Musical, which will be present- 
ed by the Theatre Guild, open in New 


Haven Sept. 4, and in New York 
Oct. 6. 


H. M., Major Warner 
Talk at N.Y. Sales Meet 


Harry M. Warrer, Warner Bros. 
Prexy, and Major~ Albert Warner, 
veepee, will head the speakers at 
WB's opening session of the com- 
Pany’s three-day New York sales 


meet. Confab tees off tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Hotel Waldorf-As- 
toria, with sales chief Ben Kalmen- 
Son wielding the gavel. Jack L. 
arner, veepee and exec producer, 
won't show up at the N. Y. meet but 
will put in an appearance at the 
Chicago convention, Aug. 4-6. 
Industry’s present economic status 
and future prospects will be dis- 
cussed by Harry, Warner. He’ll also 
ay up the role of pix as an educa- 
meres and public service. Meet is 
€ first in five years in which WB 











employees will se a 
pera, see the company top 


The War’s Over 


Here’s another indication of 
why the war must now be of- 
ficially declared at an end. 

Biz on New York's grind row, 
42nd Street between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues, where some 
10 subsequent-run film houses 
are jammed marquee to mar- 
quee, is way off from what_ it 
was during the war years. 

During the 1941-45 period 
they were constantly jammed 
by transients, servicemen, et al., 
at all times of the day or night, 
with the most obsolete pix im- 
aginable. Anything did biz. 


M-G's Upped Prod. 
Boosts Releases 


To 3 Pix Monthly 


With its production sights aimed 
at turning out more pictures this 
year than at any time since before 
the war, Metro is expected to step 
up its release schedule to at least 


three new films a month starting 
shortly after the first of the year. 
Increase would be one a month over 
the current rate, which has been 
maintained at that pace almost con- 
sistently over the last several years 
with the exception of an occasicnal 
reissue added to the release roster. 

Although the boost in production 
has been in the works for the last 
several months, Metro sales officials 
have maintained they would boost 
their releases concurrently only if 
it was felt that the market could 
absorb more pix. With most of the 
key city first-run theatres now hold- 
ing films for shorter runs than here- 
tofore, it’s felt the time is ripe for a 
release stepup, Metro’s policy, con- 
sequently, is almost diametrically 
opposite to that of execs of other 
companies, who maintained that 
production costs -would force them 
to cut down on the number of films 
turned out and that exhibitors would 
therefore have to play each picture 
longer in order to spread them 
around, 

Metro plans eventually, according 
to one homeoffice official, to catch 
up with its prewar production sched- 
ule, when 50-52 pix a year were 
turned out at the studios and re- 
leased to exhibs. Present schedule, 
which calls for nine pictures to roll 
within the next two months, is the 
first step in that direction. Instead 
of boosting its release rate immedi- 
ately, however, the company wants 
first to establish a backlog of some 
sort, since the number of films al- 
ready completed and not yet re- 
leased is down to a bare minimum. 

Metro, although it might not go 
for the policy, concedes that exhibs 
might have a point in wishing to 
bring in a new picture, rather than 
play a current film for another 
couple of days or a week, If runs 
are going to be_ shorter, conse- 
quently, the company hopes to be 
able to have the product to fill the 
breach. 


U-I, Graetz in Deal 
For France, U.S. Prod. 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Universal-International reportedly 
has made a deal with Paul Graetz 
whereby he’ll produce for the com- 
pany both in this country and in 
France. He recently completed “Le 
Diable au Corps” in Paris with U-I 
financing. 

U-I wanted Graetz to work ex- 
clusively in France, but he insisted 
on also making some pix here. 














Technicolor’s 25c Divvy 
Board of Technicolor Motion Pic- 
ture Corp. has declared a 25c per 
share dividend. 
Pie will be cut Aug. 15, payable 
to stockholders of record Aug. 4. 


FULL-SCILE PUSH 
ON H'WOOD LOTS 


Those high productign costs which 
have had filmakers- moaning the 
| blues the past few yéars are finally 


ready noticeable, but lots more may 
be expected in the next few months. 

With proportionate b.o. income up 
to this year outstripping budget in- 
creases, plenty of industry wailing 
on tilted costs has been in the shape 
of crocodile tears. There was no 
real squeeze. Needless to say, tho igh, 
those happy days in Dixie are over. 

Much more careful planning before 
a picture gets near a sound stage 
is accounting for a lot of the cost 


decline already felt and will be 
responsible for plenty more. The 
writing and _  idea-changing that 


once went on during the time a story 
was actually before the cameras is 
rapidly being decreed a thing of the 
past. Another cost-shaver that di- 
rectors and producers are recogniz- 
ing more and more is the plan of 
extensive rehearsals before a cast 
hits the stages. 

Prexy Herbent Yates’ tough talk 
to producers Alfred Santell and 
Frank Borzage at Republic last week 
gave public evidence of the new 
attitude on budgets being taken by 
toppers of all companies. With the 
balance of costs versus income more 
and more out of whack, the kidding’s 
over. The budgets not only have to 
be tightened, but once they are set, 
producers have to stay within them 
—or else. 

Special Situation 


Rep situation is a special one, 
caused partially by criticism of 
Yates by a segment of the company’s 
ownership. That’s probably why the 
prexy’s rough words were made 
public. But there’s not a doubt that 
the same thing is going on more 
quietly on every lot in Hollywood. 

Much of the additional expense 

(Continued on page 23) 


MASON’S PIX FOR KORDA 
SNARLED BY ROSE SUIT 


James Mason’s plans to make a 
brace: of pix fog Sir Alexander 
Korda took a setback last week 
when N. Y. federal court judge John 
C. Knox denied his application for a 
September trial of his suit against 
David Rose. Court tossed out the 
plea without prejudice to a renewal 
in November. Mason hoped to make 
his first Korda pic in Hollywood in 
January but time lapse for hearings 





iplus almost certain appeal makes 


that schedule improbable. 

Rose opposed the move for a fast 
trial claiming he needed more time 
to prep and bring over witnesses 
from England. Mason is suing to 
invalidate a pact with Rose which 
would have created a _ production 
company employing the actor’s ser- 
vices. Rose filed suit originally on 
the Coast but has been unable to 
serve process on Mason, who’s stick- 
ing close to the east. 


Play About Mag Biz 
Sold by Par to WB 


An unproduced play, “Featured 
for June,” has been sold by Para- 
mount to Warner Bros. Yarn, writ- 
ten by Eileen Tighe, is about the 
magazine business. Par has owned 
it for about two years and hasn’t 
been able to cast it. 

WB handed Par $50,000 for the 
opus, same as Par paid for it. Play 
has kicked around among Broadway 
producers for some years and has 
several times been optioned. It’s 
still a possibility for legit produc- 
tion in the fall, with Carl Fisher the 
latest to indicate interest. 








Map Ent. Campaigns 

Robert S. Taplinger, Enterprise 
veepee in charge of ad-publicity, is 
in New York from the Coast with a 
print of “Body and Soul.” 





and Donohue & Coe ad agency to 


ON SLASHED 


COSTS 








facing a full-scale attack by the 
industry. Study of ‘current budgets 
reveals some downward trend al-| 


——— 


; out on taxes. 





He will meet with George Schaefer | 


|map “Body” and “Arch of Triumph” 
/ballyhoo and arrange for screenings | 


lof the former. 


Report Possibility of Goetz Sale 


To Yates of His 


Republic Holdings 





Hollywood Co-op 


Hollywood, July 29. 


An example of cooperation 
between studios was evidenced 
here when Henry Fonda re- 
ported to John Ford for start 
of a role in Argosys “War 
Party,” on location in Mon- 
ument Valley, Ariz. Fonda 
wasn’t scheduled to finish his 


role in “Daisy Kenyon” at 20th- 
Fox until Aug. 15. Before leav- 
ing for location last week, how- 
ever, Ford contacted Otto Prem- 
inger, producer-director of 
“Kenyon,” and explained that 
due to his own prior commit- 
ments “Party” had to roll last 
Saturday. If Fonda was not im- 
mediately available cost of the 
film would go up several hun- 
dred thousand dollars, due to the 
fact that Fonda was in the 
majority of scenes. 

Preminger revised, his shoot- 
ing schedule so that all of 
Fonda’s scenes were bunched to- 
gether, and actor finished Satur- 
day (26). 





site pot At ADE NOMEN 0 AS 


WB Skyrockets 
To $19,134,000 In 


9-Mo. Earnings 


Warner Bros.’ earnings for the 
nine months ended May 31 rocketed 
to $19,134,000, after federal taxes 
totalling $11,900,000, for an -all-time 
three-quarter peak for the company. 
Its net compares with $14,749,000 
raked in during the same period last 
year, when $14,000,000 was forked 





WB’s total gross for the nine 
months ballooned to $125,078,000 
against $116,971,000 last year. In 
hitting the record figure, company 
earned $2.60 per share on outstand- 
ing common stock compared with 
$1.99 in the first three-quarters of 
"46. 


Take for the third quarter alone 
totaled $5,121,000, which adds to the 
half-year earnings of $14,013,000. 
Since May 31, company announced, 
it has acquired 44,880 more shares 
of its own common, boosting the 
total company holdings to 105,380 
shares. With the stock acquired i 
the range of_15-16 points, total ex- | 
penditure comes to approximately 
$1,600,000. 

Profits showing of Warners is con- 
sidered-remarkable in trade circles 
in view of the fact that the take of 
most other majors is down from last 
year. While its third-quarter dipped 
from the record of the first half- 
year, total take is still some 25% 
ahead of last year, 


$8,500,000 LOAN TO 
PATHE AWAITS SIGNING 


Plans for the loan of $8,500,000 to 
Pathe Industries by five banking 
firms have been completed; inking 
of the deal awaits only the prepara- 
tion of final papers by attorneys 
representing the various outfits in- 
volved. Banks putting up the money, 
inthe order of size of their invest- 
ments, are the First National of 
Boston, Bank of Manhattan, Marine 
Midland Bank, Continental Bank 
and Empire Trust Co. 

Pathe expects to use the money 
in financing production of PRC and 
Eagle-Lion, its two subsidiary com- 
panies, with negatives of the films 
turned out pledged as collateral. 
Loan is a revolving credit, running 
two years. 








Brent in Ist Musical 


It was reported late yester- 
day (Tuesday) afternoon that 
lawyers for Harry Goetz and 
Herbert J. Yates were working 
on a compromise plan to settle 
the differences between them 
over Goetz’s objections to man- 
ner of operation of Republic. 

Deal included a possibility, it 
was said, that Goetz might sell 
his entire holdings in Rep to 
Yates and bow out. Goetz has 
reportedly put a price on his 
stock and if Yates is willing te 
meet it, deal may be con- 
summated in time for announce- 
ment at tomorrow’s board meet- 
ing in New York. 


Not much in the way of fireworks 
—or, perhaps, a permanent compro- 
mise peace—is expected at Repub- 
lic’s board meeting in New York 
tomorrow (Thursday), Lacking the 
unqualified support of the reps of the 
Brulatour interests, director Harry 
Goetz, it is anticipated, will confine 
himself to seeking additional info on 
the company’s affairs. 

Goetz, since the beginning of the 
year, has been making strenuous ob- 
jection to some of the operating pol- 
icies of prexy Herbert J. Yates. 
Battle was started with Goetz hoping 
for the backing of William German, 
executor of the Jules Brulatour 
estate. Goetz and his family, and 
the Brulatour interests, between 
them hold sufficient stock to put upa 
stiff fight against the Yates interests 
for control. 

German, however, has been non- 
committal, since Brulatour, Inc., 
which he heads, is in a peculiar posi- 
tion. in regard to Rep. Brulatour, 
Inc., is not only a large stockholder 
in the company, but also counts it 
and its lab among its major custom- 
ers. Brulatour, Inc., is the sales 
agent for Eastman-Kodak film and 
thus German must show Yates some 

(Continued on’ page 23) 








Study Labor Costs 
For Possible Slash 
On Low-Budgeters 


Hollywood, July 29. 

As a result of a meeting between 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn. and representatives of 
most studio unions, special subcom- 
mittees are ‘being formed to study 
effect of labor costs on low-budgeters. 
Subcommittees will investigate situ- 
ation within each craft and pro- 
ducers will supply detailed cost 
sheets of various pix in order to aid 


rere investigation. 


It’s hoped that definite decisions 
on IMPPA move to place small- 
budgeters in different category than 
large features will be reached this 
week. Meeting was given over to 
frank, full discussion regarding 
IMPPA request of unions, wherever 
possible, to make concessions to at- 
tempt to reduce cost of small bud- 
geters so more of these pix can be 
made. 

It’s indicated the unions are will- 
ing to cooperate if the study shows 
that working conditions demanded 
by the crafts upped costs beyond 
profitable range. With breakdown 
of costs on individual pix available 
for study by subcommittee, it’s ex- 
pected that an early decision will be 
possible. 


SHOOT UP YANK ZONE 
IN BERLIN—FOR FILM 


Paramount stars and technicians 
will cross the Rhine to shoot back- 
ground shots for “A Foreign Affair” 
in the American zone in Berlin. 
First group, including Billy Wilder, 
director; Buddy Coleman, his first 
assistant, and Jean Arthur, who stars, 
sails aboard the S.S. America today 
(Wed.). 

They'll be followed by a second 
group consisting of Dewey Wrigley, 








; Hollywood, July 29. 
George Brent, in Honolulu after | 
a yacht race, was pacted by cable | 
for his first musical, Metro’s “Laixury | 
Liner.” | 
Starts Aug. 11, day after his re- | 
turn, 


chief cameraman; James Hawley, his 
assistant; Gerd Oswald, ass’t direc- 
tor; and Harold Long, auditor. They 
plane for Berlin, leaving the Coast 
Aug. 6. Unit will work in Berlin 
three weeks and remain abroad 
seven. 
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Wednesday, July 30, 1947 


THEATRES | 


throughout New England and New York State taking 
part August 7 in the most ambitious launching of a 
picture ever devised!... The powerful Yankee Net- 
work and other participating stations, totaling 48, 
beaming out wave on wave of seat-selling features, 
including six fifteen-minute dramatic shows featur- 


ing the stars of the picture! ... Glamorous personali- 


ties everywhere! ... Special events by the score! ... 
All forms of promotion plundered to saturate the 
areal... — AND! — SUPER CLIMAX August 13, with 
thousands jamming Boston’s mammoth Symphony 
Hall, as leading legal lights and Hollywood stars 
stage spectacular mock trial!... Yes, it's good 
old “Showmanship Company” RKO, outdoing all 
LoS MEY -Lal tel itelalel Mlelaaet S11 Seem CoM Lolo ial- Maal elale(-lalale 
march of a mighty motion picture to the hearts of 
America’s millions! | 
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Greatest Area World Premiere 
in all 
Show History! 


































ROBERT and RAYMOND HAKIM present 


IENRY FONDA 
BARBARA BEL GEDDES 
INCENT PRICE 
ANN DVORAK 
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|The Long Niet 
| ANATOLE LITVAK jos. 


"| Produced by ROBERT and RAYMOND HAKIM and ANATOLE LITVAK 
f Directed by ANATOLE LITVAK 
Screen Play by JOHN WEXLEY + sesed on @ Story by JACQUES VOT 
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Down to Earth 
(MUSICAL; COLOR) 


Cuiumbia release of Don artman pro- 
Guction. Stars Rita Hayworth and Larry 
Parks; features Marc Platt, Roland Culver, 
James Gleason, Edward Everett Horton, 
Adele Jergens, George MacReady and Wil- 
liam Frawley. Directed by Alexander Hall. 
Original screenplay by Hartman and Ed- 
win Blum, with ‘‘Jordan’’ characters taken 
from play, ‘‘Heaven Can Wait,'’ by Harry 
Segall; camera, Rudolph Mate; editor, 
Viola Lawrence; songs, Allan Roberts and 
Doris Fisher, with additional music by 
George Duning and Heinz Roemheld. Pre- 
viewed in New York July 28, 47. Running 
time, 100 MINS. 


Terpsichore.....-cesceccesses Rita Hayworth 
Danny Miller. ....cccecescceces Larry Parks 
WOAMS ci. 00008 eesseessetes ane 
Mr, Jordan......ccecscoerses Roland Culver 
Max Corikkle....+.ccrcseceses James Gleason 
Messenger 7013.....Edward Everett Horton 
Georgia EvamnS.....--.seesered Adele Jergens 
Joe Mannion.....csesses: George MacReady 
Police Lieutenant.......- .William Frawley 
yt LEO OT PPP TET T CL ee Jean Donahue 
Dolly ..ccccscoccececsesss Kathleen O'Malley 
NES toc hésaencuerordis William Haade 
ee ....-.James Burke 


Orchestra Rissa osu couin deftaees Fred Sears 





A flock of exceptionally good tunes, 
an excellent cast and brilliant Tech- 
nicolor production job should make 
this Columbia musical a strong po- 
tential at the bo. That they will 
looks uncertain, however, as even the 
best of other attributes have an im- 
possible time overcoming the slow, 
tiresome and unacceptable plot. Pic 
looks set for nothing better than 
comparatively mediocre grosses. 

Cast names should help consider- 
ably, since this is Rita Hayworth’s 


first since the highly successful 
“Gilda” and Larry Parks’ initialer 
since “The Jolson Story.” In addi- 
tion, there’s Marc Platt, a fine dancer 
but who, by some inexplicable rea- 
soning, never gets a chance to dance. 


Yarn is one of those tricky ideas 
that looks so much better on paper 
than celluloid. It picks up the char- 
acters from Harry Segall’s play, 
“Heaven Can Wait,” filmed by Co- 
lumbia in 1941 as the tremendously 
successful “Here Comes Mr. Jordan,” 
and puts them down in a new setting. 
“Mr. Jordan” was about an angelized 
prizefighter who comes back to earth 
in someone else’s body. “Down to 
Earth” is a typical backstage story 
—and putting it in the “Mr. Jordan” 
setting is certainly the hard way of 
getting a twist on the old, standard 
musical. 


The first requisite of fantasy is 
that it be believable in its frame of: 
reference and thus accepted by the 
audience. “Down to Earth” misses 
that entirely and as a result has an 
uphill battle all the way. 


Not that it will matter much to the 
paying guests, but producer Don 
Hartman has carried out his cute 
idea to the extent of using some of 
the same cast as “Jordan.” James 
Gleason is back as an agent and 
Edward Everett Horton is seen once 
again as the messenger who accom- 

anies the spirit down to earth. Ro- 

and Culver subs for Claude Raines 
in the Mr. Jordan role, the guy who 
runs Heaven. 

Miss Hayworth is pictured as Terp- 
sichore, the Gre¢k muse of the the- 
atre, Looking down from Heaven 
she’s unhappy over a Broadway 
musical about the nine muses, being 
done in- jazz by producer Larry 
Parks. She makes a request to go 
down and help him so she can clean 
the show up. She lands in the star 
role and there’s the usual falling-in- 
love with the vis-a-vis—in this case 

disagreements and break- 
ing up, and the return. Finally, she’s 
recalled to Heaven, busting up her 
romance, but it’s all patched up when 
Parks dies some years later and 
joins her above the clouds. 

Explanation necessary to get all 
this across—and plenty not even at- 
tempted in the plot summary above— 
takes interminable time and con- 
stantly slows even the angels to a 
lazy walk. ing things worse. is 
the fact that all the gags which 
should give the yarn a bit of pepper 
fall fiat. 

Definitely on the credit side are 
the five tunes provided by Allan 
Roberts and Doris Fisher. Certainly 
to be heard more of are “This Can’t 
Be Legal,” “They Can’t Convince 
Me,” and “Let’s Stay Young Forever.” 
Also creditable are the excellent col- 
or camera work on the cloud and 
theatre backgrounds, and in makin 
the most of Miss Hayworth’s natu 
attractions. . 

Parks sings one tune—a moment 
that many in the audience, remem- 
bering “Jolson,” will be waiting for. 
It’s definitely a letdown. He’s okay 
on the acting, but when it comes to 
singing, Parks should always have 
Jolson. Miss Hayworth does better 
in the vocal department and, of 
course, is fine in the terp routines. 
Platt is pictured as a member of the 
legit musical’s cast and does a num- 
ber of routines with Parks and Miss 
Hayworth, but never gets away into 
one of his spectacular solos. 

Alexander Hall’s direction is 
spotty. The excess of lines is tough, 
but his megging does nothing to 
speed up the proceedings and oft- 
times adds to the slowness. On the 
other hand, dance director Jack Cole 
practically goes frantic—and almost 
gets the audience that way—in an 
excess of zeal to give speed to the 
production numbers. 

Overall effect is regret that so 
much potential b.o. value has been 
bogged down in a mass of plot and 
misguidance, Herb. 


Desert Fury 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, July 24. 


Paramount release of Hal B. Wallis pro- 
duction. Stars Lizabeth Scott, John Hodiak, 
Burt Lancaster; features Mary Astor, Wen- 
dell Corey. Directed by Lewis Allen. 
Screenplay, Robert Kossen; from Collier’s 
mag novel by Ramona Stewart; camera 
(Technicolor), Charles Lang, Edward Cron- 
jager; music, Miklos Rozsa; editor, Warren 





Low. Tradeshown at Los Angeles, July 22, 
’47. Running time, 94 MINS, 
Eddie Bendix...ce..eessrecess John Hodiak 
Paula Haller...c.+-seee «e-.-Lizabeth Scott 
Tom Hanson.....--.+e.-.---Burt Lancaster 
Johnny Ryan...ecosseseesesss Wendell Corey 
Fritzie Haller...ces-ssseeeessces Mary Astor 
Claire Lindquist..........:+-. Kristine Miller 
Judge Berle Lindquist....William Harrigan 
Pat JORNBON «0.6. ccscecccsess James Flavin 
Mrs. Lindquist............0+.+: Jane Novak 
BOE Gad a0 bsleweas ob 0005-04. 0008 Ana Camargo 
“Desert Fury” has. exploitation 
values and a Paramount release to 


assure it initial boxoffice attention. 


paign, its grossing potentialjties in 
key runs are okay. ; 
As a Hal Wallis production, film 


|reflects top-booking values, namely 


in the assists of growing marquee 
draw of its star names and the Tech- 
nicolor hues in which its starkly 
beautiful western backgrounds have 
been photographed. And there’s the 
added fillip of a sports-style parade 
by femme star Lizabeth Scott. But 
despite those b.o. exploitable values, 
the picture falls short of entertain- 
ment credits earned by Wallis in 
previous films. : ; 
Story characters carry little audi- 
ence sympathy and there is a “so 
what” attitude about their eventual 
fate. Dramatic punch that could 
have been given to the plot resolution 
comes out only as a strictly cliche 
clinch that falls completely flat. 
It’s—a confused development of 
characters whose motivations are in- 
definitely pointed out in explanatory 
dialog rather than action. Flashbacks 
would have gone a long way in clear- 
ing up the plot, which is filled with 
characters going through meaning- 
less action. Final reels attempt to 
premise the previous doings but gen- 
eral audiences are not likely to sort 
out the psychological and physical 
reasons motivating the unsympa- 
thetic roles. 

Robert Rossen’s screenplay hews to 
an uncensorable development of Ra- 
mona Stewart’s novel. Censorship 
angles take the punch out of what- 
ever interesting factors the original 
mag story might have had. On that 
basis, Lewis Allen’s direction has had 
to compromise. He often gets spec- 
tacular beauty in the staging of 


If backed with hypoed selling cam- | 








scenes but there is little reality for 
the average ticketbuyer in the char- 
acters he puts through their paces. 
There is an occasional lift in an in- 
dividual scene because_of playing 
and dialog, but the mood is not sus- 
tained. 
Standing out among the players is 
Wendell Corey. He gives punch to 
his part as John Hodiak’s mentor. 
In a few, bare scenes, Burt Lancaster 
is enabled by good, honest dialog to 
make them register strongly. Hodiak 
is a bit too brittle as the hideaway 
ambler who takes advantage of 
fiza beth Scott’s 19-year-old inno- 
cence. Miss Scott is a wonderful 
clotheshorse for the far-west’outdoor 
costumes provided by Edith Head. 
Otherwise, the role of a frustrated 
daughter of a gambling “house” 
ma e fails to project the interest 
or sympathy it should. Mary Astor 
is good as the madame-who wants 
her daughter to grow up right. Others 
are bits. 

Picture has been given magnificent 
color lensing by rles Lang and 
Edward Cronjager. Raw western 
scenery, night shots and interiors 
are beautiful. Intense art direction 
by Perry Fer n and the set dec- 
orations by m Comer and Syd 
Moore; the special effects by Gordon 
Jennings and editing by Warren Low 
are all first class. Miklos Rozsa’s 
music score is effective. Brog. 


The Unfinished Dance 
(MUSICAL; COLOR) 
Hollywood, July 26. 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Margaret O’Erien, Cyd Charisse, 
Karin Booth, Danny Thomas; features 
Esther Dale, Thurston Hall, Harry Hayden; 
Mary Eleanor Donahue. Directed by Henry 
Koster. Screenplay, Myles Connolly; based 
on the story, ‘‘La Mort Du Cygne,’’ by 
Paul Morand; camera (Technicolor), Rob- 
ert Surtees; musical score, Herbert Stot- 
hart; associate, Lothar Perl; dance direc- 
tion, David Lichine; editor, Douglass Biggs. 
Tradeshown in Hollywood, July 24, '47. 
Running time, 100 MINS. 








“The Unfinished Dance” carries 
sock appeal to the eye and ear. With 
music taken from the best ballet 
scores of the past, plus a at 
ballet staging of “Holiday for Strings” 
finale, picture carries class distinc- 
tion. For general audience appeal 
there is a moppet human interest 
yarn dominated by little Margaret 
O’Brien. Joe Pasternak earns him- 
self a showmanly credit for combin- 
ing the varied interests and for back- 
ing the film with the plushiest of 
physical trappings. 

The beautiful spectacles of ballet 





dance running through the picture 


<<. of. See eee ee Margaret O’Brien 
Mile. Ariane Bouchet......... Cyd Charisse 
BA Bs A 046040 0500s b oeee Karin Booth 
Bat. PPRRGTOR.. .cccccoce «»-.-Danny Thomas 
SD cabh SC bo ls 0600600000 6668-64 Esther Dale 
ts SON. s ceascudsvecéges és Thurston Hall 
PEMEDNY ... ccccccccccessesecses Harry Hayden |* 
, eee .-Mary Eleanor Donahue 
WME. 6 66 cecqeoerescsccsocs Connie Cornell 
Misw Merlin. .cccccccescccssccce Ruth Brady 
Fred Carleton...e...0--. Charles Gradstreet 
Ps) ENED s ots wkWs0e osieodes Ann Codee 
Jacques Lacoste............... Gregory Gay 


Miniature Reviews 


“Down to Earth” (Col) 
(Musical; Color}. Rita Hay- 


worth-Larry Parks in musical 
fantasy that disappoints. 

“Desert Fury” (Color) (Par). 
Western beautifully photo- 
graphed in color; exploitable 
values will aid b.o. 

“The Unfinished Dance” 
(M-G). Presenting beautiful bal- 
let in magnificent color, star- 
ring Margaret O’Brien. 

“Deep Valley” (WB). Strong 
melodrama with top perform- 
ances to put it over. 

“Heaven Only Knows” (UA). 
Amusing fantasy of an angel 
visiting earth; should find good 
general acceptance. 

“Sport of Kings” (Col). Minor 
programmer of southern horse 
racing. 

“Ghost Town Renegades” 
(PRC). So-so oater in the “Lash” 
La Rue series. 

“Wyoming” (Rep). Quality 
western that should do well at 
the b.o. 

“Sepia Cinderella” (Herald) 
Musical). Negro musical solely 
for houses catering to colored 
clientele. 

“Green Cockatoo” (British) 
(Devonshire). John Mills, Rob- 
ert Newton in antiquated gang- 
ster film. 











have been given elegant color lens- 
ing by Robert Surtees. His is an elo- 
quent camera that contributes full 
measure to the sight appeal and pro- 
vides a mobility that is spectacular 
in some sequences. Climaxing the 
dance artistry is “Strings” ballet, 
which reaches breath-taking heights 
of beauty and movement as staged 
by David Lichine.. Throughout film 
are ballet dance moments that add 
to interest, all tellingly done by Cyd 
Charisse. The effective music score 
that backs the entire production earns 
top credit for Herbert Stothart and 
his associate, Lothar Perl. 


Commanding direction by Henry 
Koster gets the best from the tear- 
jerker story that surrounds the music 
and dancing. Well-written for human 
interest, story depicts a little girl 
who wants to be a ballerina. She fas- 
tens her affections on Miss Charisse 
and when she feels her mentor’s suc- 
cess is threatened by a foreign ballet 
Star she arranges an accident that 
cripples the latter. Motivation gives 
Miss O’Brien opportunity to run the 
full gamut of emotions, and she de- 
livers for strong fan favor. There is 
a happy ending when she finds a new 
friend in the star she has crippled. 
Myles Connolly screenplayed from 
the Paul Morand story, “La Mort Du 
Cygne.” 


_ Miss Charisse handles herself well 
in the acting assignment but, natur- 
ally, shines best when displaying her 
dance magic. Karin Booth does a 
strong job as the rival star, making 
it a standout piece of work. She and 
Miss O’Brien rate additional credit 
for the manner in which they sim- 
ulate toe work. 


_Film introduces Danny .Thomas to 
picturegoers. He’s no nightclub clown 
in this, delivering a semi-serious 
portrayal of the little girl’s friend 
that has plenty of merit. Esther Dale, 
Thurston H Harry Hayden and 
Gregory Gay are among other 
grownups giving excellent accounts 
of themselves. Mary Eleanor Dona- 
hue and Connie Cornell are among 
the good moppets. 


_There is class art direction by Ced- 
ric Gibbons and Daniel B. Cath- 
cart; smooth editing by Douglass 
Biggs; fine set decorations by Edwin 
B. Willis and Hugh Hunt; beautiful 
costumes by Helen Rose under Irene’s 
supervision and other potent produc- 
tion factors to back the picture with 
outstanding physical values. Brog. 


Deep Valley 
Hollywood, July 26. 


Warners release of Henry Blanke pro- 
duction. Stars Ida Lupino, Dane Clark, 
Wayne Morris; features Fay Bainter, Henry 
Hull, Willard Robertson. Directed by Jean 
Negulesco, Screenplay, Salka  Viertel, 
Stephen Morehouse Avery; from the novel 


by Dan Totheroh; camera, Ted McCord; 

music, Max Steiner; editor, Owen Marks. 

Tradeshown in Hollywood, July 24, ‘47. 
Running time, 103 MINS, 

6606. rhb eVErs eibetenvg os Ida Lupino 

BEREET o'<0b0s aoccceeqecssecces~ 3... Dane Clark 

Cec cccccese Wayne Morris 

O0cceecnccsepece Fay Bainter 

se eccccesace eeee-.+-... Henry Hull 

adseeeweseecocooess Willard Robertson 








“Deep Valley” is first-class melo- 
drama, marked by distinctive per- 
formances. It will thoroughly please 
audiences who shop for moody vio- 
lence and _ strongly-motivated, un- 
leavened action. Sustained mood, 
austere settings and other physical 
props are surely applied by Henry 
Blanke’s production to make this one 
stand out in the melodrama market. 

Film affords Dane Clark his first 
real acting opportunity in films and 
he comes through with a credible 
performance that boosts his stock 
considerably. His interpretation of 
an escaped convict, who finds tem- 
porary happiness with a girl as frus- 
trated as he, is a fine job that should 
aid his future. Ida Lupino, the love- 
starved girl, chalks up one of the 





finest performances she has ever 


turned in, tellingly carrying audi- | backing for the fantasy. 


ence sympathy and interest from her | 


opening scene to the finale. 

Story deals with girl who for 10 
years has known na love in her fam- 
ily. In a convict working on a road 
gang constructing a new Coast high- 
way in the Big Sur country of Cali- 
fornia she recognizes a kindred soul. 
When the convict escapes during a 
rainstorm and landslide, she shelters 
him, first in a hideaway cabin, then 
in the loft of her father’s barn, while 
posses comb the hills. The Sa 
Miertel-Stephen Morehouse Avery 
script builds tension and suspense in 
these scenes of manhunt and escape. 


Dialog is realistic and climax does | alt 


not resolve off into a happy ending. 
When his hiding place is finally dis- 
covered, Clark makes a break, is 
gunned down and crawls away into 
the woods to die a violent but peace- 
ful death in Miss Lupino’s arms. 
It’s strong, uncompromising drama, 
and Jean’ Negulesco’s’. direction 
punches it over forcefully.. He sus- 
tains a mood of desperation and 
pending violence that carries the 
spectator along, and draws perform- 
ances from the cast that click big. 
Wayne Morris, construction super- 
intendent on the highway, capably 
fills the third co-starring part. His 
role is not as colorful but he gives 
it competent delivery to hold his 
own. Fay Bainter and Henry Hull, 
as the hating parents, stand out 
strongly with characterizations that 
set the melodramatic pattern of 
frustration. Willard Robertson is ef- 
fective as the sheriff who enjoys his 
work of hunting down criminals. 
Max Steiner’s music score punches 
over the dramatics with a terrific 
effect, playing an important part in 
maintaining tension. Very good are 
the camera work by Ted McCord, the 
art direction and other factors back- 
ing the production. Brog. 


Heaven Only Knows 
Hollywood, July 26. 


United Artists release of Seymour Neben- 
zal production. Stars Robert Cummings, 
Brian Donlevy; features Marjorie Reynolds, 
Jorja Curtright. Directed by Albert S. Ro- 






gell. Screenplay, Art Arthur, Rowland 
Leigh; adaptation, Ernest Haycox; original 
story, Aubrey Wisberg; camera, Karl 
Struss; music score and direction, Heinz 
Roemheld; editor, Edward Mann. Pre- 
viewed in Hollywood, July 25, ‘47. Run- 
ning time, 97 MINS, 

DEMO be 5kss avonesieece tend Robert Cummings 
oS ere rer tert ee Brian Donlevy 
Ginger. ......+++.eee0e.-..Marjorie Reynolds 
DFUstlOR. «ccccccsctecccccsecs Jorja Curtright 
PIUMDSL. «2 og ccveccccevccedeses Bill Goodwin 
BROCE... s02ceccvcace ++. Stuart Erwin 
The Reverend. ..-cssccccccccseees John Litel 
Speck O’Donnell............+.++. Peter Miles 
0S RRP are re ?.Edgar Kennedy 
Ms 6-40.60 hs secnceavescuaes Gerald Mohr 
Mrs. O’Donnell....... Soesesse Lurene Tuttle 
ee eer ere ere Ray Gennett 





“Heaven Only Knows” is an amus- 
ing fantasy done in an almost straight 
manner to give it credence. There 
are no astonishing miracles of heav- 
enly power, no fantastic Narps and 
wings to stretch the imagination too 
far. It’s a tongue-in-cheek treatment 
that lends a lightness to what, other- 
Wise, could have been rather heavy 
drama. Seymour Nebenzal’s produc- 
tion has shaped it well for general 
release, and cast names, headed by 
Robert: Cummings and Brian Don- 
levy, add to selling values. 

Story concerns an angel visiting 
earth to rectify a heavenly book- 
keeping error. He had permitted a 
man to run loose without a soul be- 
cause his destiny hadn’t been prop- 
erly entered in the books. On earth, 
he finds the soulless creature just 
that. He’s a ruthless killer operating 
a saloon in the Territory of Mon- 
tana. 

The dngel’s chore is to bring to- 

gether the killer and the school- 
marm because, according to heaven’s 
books, they should have been mar- 
ried for two years. Since the angel 
is not permitted to work any miracles, 
his job is not an easy one but he 
finally brings the killer and his soul 
together, and does a good job of 
playing cupid. 
_ Robert Cummings plays the visit- 
ing angel with just the right touch. 
There’s a refreshing naiveness in the 
angel’s conduct in the tough western 
mining town; his openly friendly ap- 
proach to his task and occasional 
chagrin when he encounters a situa- 
tion where a miracle would have 
been a big help. Brian Donlevy, too, 
sparks his assignment as the man 
without a soul, changing from ruth- 
less killer to bewildered tough guy 
to, finally, a contented man. 

Jorja Curtright is the schoolmarm 
and demonstrates talent. Unfortu- 
nately, makeup, hairstyling and cam- 
era do not treat her kindly. Marjorie 
Reynolds portrays dancehall queen 
who goes for the angel, an uncom- 
fortable situation for that heavenly 

erson. Bill Goodwin is good as 

nlevy’s arch rival.for power in the 
town. Gerald Mohr, Donlevy’s gun- 
man, gets the proper satanish inflec- 
tion into the character. Stuart Erwin 
is permitted to overplay the sheriff 
role. Little Peter Miles is good as a 
kid, as is John Litel as the preacher. 

Overall good effect is achieved by 
Albert S. Rogell’s direction. He gen- 
erally overcomes some script heavi- 
ness and shines best in getting light- 
ness into what, otherwise, would 
have been very strong melodrama. 
Screenplay by Art Arthur and Row- 
land Leigh has good dialog for punch 
and interesting characters. Ernest 
Haycox did the adaptation from the 
Aubrey Wisberg original story. 

Karl Struss’ lensing, special pho- 
tographic effects by Ray Binger, Ed- 
ward Mann’s editing, music score by 
Heinz Roemhold, art direction and 





set decorations all provide expert 
Brog. 


—— 
Sport oi Kings 
Hollywood, July 25, 


Columbia release of William Bloom pros 
duction, Features Paul Campbell, Gloria 
Henry,. Harry Davenport, Mark Dennie 
Harry Cheshire, Clinton Rosemond, Directs 
ed by Robert Gordon. Screenplay, Edward 
Huebsch; based on story by Gordon Grand: 
camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Aaron 
Stell. At Pantages, Hollywood, July 22 
'47. Running time, 67 MINS. ? 


TOM Clow... rcscsceccceyece Pauli Campbely 
ee eee Gloria Henry 
Major Denning....... ee+»Harry Davenport 
Bit Cieue. o.6sés+0ts OO Creeeeee Mark Dennis 
Theodore McKeogh,........Hurry Cheshire 
PN .606 + Jeabe ctleos ++--Clinton Rosemond 
SGN. aks ok eeee te eoececee.+-.-Louis Mason 
SURBS BONAGGe oc 6bs6 code os 2022 Osear O'Shea 

Bee 6c bbc kOe) olidie FETA se Ernest Ander son 





“Sport of Kings” is a routine pro- 
grammer. Film has an_ occasional 
lift, despite obvious marketing des- 





|tination. There’s a horserace finish’ 
| that will excite bangtail followers, 
|} and some good performances to help 
| put it over in supporting positions, 
| Plot is corncob affair with benefit 
| of a new twist that isn’t developed 
strongly enough. Robert Gordon's di- 


| rection is as slow-paced as script by 
| Edward Huebsch, based on story by 
Gordon Grand. 

Yarn concerns two northern lads 

who inherit a Kentucky plantation, 
won by their gambling father from a 
southern horse-racing colonel. Deep- 
south prejudice against Yankees 
make the heirs’ life tough until they 
hit on scheme to take in the original 
owner under guise he was left a trust 
fund by the father. The old colonel 
eventually finds out the scheme and 
is outraged but when Yanks enter his 
horse in the big race, and he wins, 
everyone’s face is saved. 
. As to be expected, Harry Daven- 
port lends a lift to proceedings by 
giving the southern colonel role some 
importance. Paul Campbell, the older 
heir; Mark Dennis, his younger 
brother; Gloria Henry, femme lead, 
and others are acceptable. Clinton 
Rosemond turns in dignified chore 
as the faithful old retainer. , 

William Bloom produced _ with 
minor budget, which shows in such 
things as Southern California race- 
tracks substituting for greener hills 
and ovals of Kentucky. Technical 
functions are adequate. Brog. 


Ghost Town Renegades 


PRC release of Jerry Thomas production. 
Stars ‘‘Lash’’ La Rue, Al ‘“Fuzzy’’ St. 
John; features Jennifer Holt, Jack Ingram, 
Terry Frost. Directed by Ray ‘Taylor. 
Screenplay, Patricia Harper; camera, 
Ernest Miller; editor, Joe Gluck; music, 
Walter Greene. Tradeshown N. Y., July 
24, ’°47. Running time, 57 MINS. 
CIS 0.4.0 veces sews reece ce ‘Lash’? La Rue 
PUNT +. cc ccccedaceses Al “Fuzzy” St. John 
DiQMe. Socess ccccccvcerscccccccd Jennifer Holt 
BRAPe. .cccccecccccccesseees ves Jack Ingram 
PUR. . .coecccccccccscseseocacess Terry Erest 
THOME. . cccecccevccocecccsonece. Steve Clark 
JOMMAOM: « .00s cccccccccceecees +s Lee Roberts 
WOO, ..cccccccccseccoccecss: Lane Bradford 
FOMMINGS. «0s ccccocecccecsecces: Henry Hall 
WattGR os ccccctcccceeseses William Faweett 





Well stocked with standard oater 
cliches, “Ghost Town Renegades” is 
a run-of-the-mill actioner in the 
“Lash” La Rue series. Picture’s mar- 
ket will be limited to the nabes 
where juvenile patronage is partial 
to saddle sagas. Names of La Rue 
and Al “Fuzzy” St. John may help 
some in situations where they've 
built a following. 

Yarn has La Rue in his customary 
role as an investigator for the U. S. 
marshal. With his partner, St. John, 
he tries to foil the plot of Jack In- 
gram to take over an abandoned 
mining town from its rightful own- 
ers. There’s a rich gold vein on the 
premises, and if the proprietors are 
rubbed out, Ingram would ciean up. 

Script too often forces a halt in 
action, especially in a sequence 
where La Rue, St. John, plus two 
others are awaiting to trap the cul- 
prits. Much footage is wasted there 
on St. John’s alleged comic antics. 

Acting is so-so, with La Rue stand- 
ing out. St. John creates a nice com- 
edy. change of. pace when spotted 
correctly. Jennifer Holt, as one of 
the heirs, is adequate in the lone 
femme part while Ingram convinces 
as the heavy. Ray Taylor’s direction 
is halting upon occasion in this Jerry 
Thomas production. Ernest Miller's 
lensing is good while other technical 
credits are fair. 


Wyoming 
Republic release of Joseph Kane produce 
tion. Stars William Elliott, Vera Ralston, 
John Carroll; features George ‘Gabby 
Hayes, Albert Dekker, Virginia Grey, Mme. 
Maria Ouspenskaya. Directed by Kane. 
Screenplay, Lawrence Hazard and Gerald 


Geraghty; camera, John Alton; music, 
Nathan G. Scott and Ernest Gold; musical 
director, Cy Feuer; editor, Arthur Roberts. 


Tradeshown N. Y., July 23, ‘47. Running 
time, 84 MINS, ‘ 
Charles Alderson..........-- William Elliott 
MOG 5 cecccrvscedvescsocseseecs Vera Ralston 
—— rrr John Carroll 
Windy Gibson...... George ‘‘Gabby’’ Hayes 
Wie “LAME. os ccescvcccciad Albert Dekker 
ET RN Peres Virginia Grey 
Te PGCE? Aa Mme. Maria Osupenskaya 
JOO BUbIUtO. ccccccicoccccses Grant Withers 
Bern Jackson. cecccoccecsccs:s: Harry Woods 
Quecenie........ 000664600 604 cmsnRe Gombell 
Ed Lassiter...ccsccscccseersss= Dick Curtis 
_ 2 Roy Bareroft 
TiMMONS ....cccccccceess: Trevor Bardette 
Judge Sheridan.....ccccccces:: Paul Harvey 
Karen (9 years)...-ceccsces++** Louise Kane 
INE .-07s 000).00.0.06404 5b08o>* Tom Londen 
SE vik aciaene padnedes George Chesebro 
SI New SOMMEDs spies cs sé ee Linda Green 
OTT rt Jack O'Shea 
Latest in the celluloid series 


glorifying the western states, Re- 
public’s “Wyoming” is a better-than- 
average giddyapper that should reap 
strong returns in action situations. 
With a story more logical than th 
most pictures of this type, along wt? 
good preduction valucs, film also has 
the nr of William Elliott, Vera 





( 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Industry Chiefs in New York Huddles 


On Renewal of 


Studio labor huddies, participated + 


in by a group of Coast executives 
and compariy presidents, wound up 


in New York over the weekend, 


with the industry officials discussing | 


the renewal of basic union contracts. 
Taft-Hartley labor law established a 
deadline of Aug. 22 for inking new 


contracts under old terms. 
Coast group huddling with com- 
pany chieftains comprised Metro’s 


Eddie Mannix and Maurice Ben- | 


jamin, Paramount’s Y. Frank Free- 
man, and Charles S. Boren, latter 
the Coast labor representative of the 
Motion Picture. Assn. Mannix, Ben- 
jamin and Boren returned to Hol- 
lywood over the weekend, but Free- 
man remained in N. Y. for a few 
days’ extra huddles with Par home- 
office execs on company business, 
With the majority of present basic 
pacts expiring Dec. 31, Coast group 
sought the reaction of company 
prexies on renewals and drafting of 
new pacts under the T-H regula- 
tions. Major studios still have con- 
tracts with the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
and the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians that have years yet to run, 


Basic Union Pacts 


' French Invasion Of 
H’wood; 27 in One Pic 
Hollywood, July 29. 

While Hollywoodites are talking 
about the British invasion, French 
thesps are doing a pretty good job 
of infiltration in “The Crime Doc- 
tor’s Gamble” at Columbia. Total 
of 27 Gallic actors, many of them 
making their American film 
are in speaking roles, out of a grand 
total of 30. 

The other three parts are played 
by Warner Baxter, Eduardo Cianelli 
and Steven Geray. 


SOPEG Contract 








For Further Talks 


Present contract between front- 


office exchange workers of Local | 





but there are 12 unions with which | 
the studios have no pacts at present, 
and concern is felt over just what | 
form the new contracts should take | 


when - negotiated. 


ROADSHOW PLANS FOR 
‘LIFE WITH FATHER’ 


Plans to roadshow “Life With 
Father,” following Skowhegan, Me., 





109, Screen Office and Professional 


Employees Guild, and four of the | 


majors, which is slated to expire to- 
morrow 
tended until Aug. 8 to permit further 


Homeoffice employees belonging to 
the same local, meanwhile, have ex- 
ercised their wage-reopening clause 
with the majors by submitting a 
petition for upped wages. 
Exchange contract exists between 
105 SOPEG members and Loew’s, 





United Artists, 20th-Fox and Colum- 


preem in August, are being made by | bia. Employees of the other majors 
Warners. | are affiliated with the International 

Deal calls for $1.20 top, and War-| Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ners reportedly will bow it in se-| ployees. Main demands asked by 


lected .spots, like United Artists’ 
“Henry V” setups. 

Arguments for a national release 
the first week in September are be- 
ing met with proposals to push it 
back to early October, when weather 
will likely be more favorable. 

Warners’ last advanced admission 
was for “Adventures of Mark Twain.” 
Roadshows died for awhile after that 
but there’s a definite upswing now 
following the success of “Henry,” 
“Best Years” and “Duel in the Sun.” 


Oct. 1 Start for ‘Rope,’ 
Hitchy-Bernstein’s 1st 


Hollywood, July 29. 

“Rope,” first production of 
Transatlantic Films, in which Alfred 
Hitchcock and Sidney L. Bernstein 
are partners, is scheduled to go on 
the floor Oct. 1 at either the RKO- 
Pathe or Hal Roach studios here. 
‘Under Capricorn,” the  outfit’s 
second film, which will star Ingrid 
Bergman, goes before the cameras 
in England in February or March. 
Hitchcock is currently working on 
the script of “Rope,” which is to 
be lensed in Technicolor. Victor 
Peers, Transatlantic production man- 
ager, is slated to arrive in New 
York from England this week and 
will fly immediately to the Coast, 
« where he'll remain until “Rope” is 
finished sometime in December. He 
returns then to England to prepare 
Capricorn” for shooting, at either 
Denham or Metro's Elstree studios. 





Former production manager for 
Gaumont-British, Peers worked with 
aoe in England before the 


_ Bernstein, meanwhile, who's been 
- the U. S. for the last six months, 
~ Scheduled to return to England 
n August on business for his Gra- 


_ theatre circuit. He'll return to | 
he Coast about Sept. 1 to help pre-| Producers Service Corp., was named | “Middle East,” to be produced by starring in both pictures... .Jack 


by Mary Pickford, president of Tri- | 


gare Moy 29 for shooting and to sit 
ae Hitchcock on releasing plan 
ne es for Transatlantic product. 
ee deal will reportedly be 
; ed out with either Metro or the 
elznick Releasing Organization. 

seg interiors for “Capricorn” 
psa = be shot in England, exteriors 
rsd e icture, which is a story of 
— * will be lensed in Cali- 
te Tray it’s felt the California 
- “side more nearly resembles 

€ Australian terrain. 


| SOPEG in the new pact include a 
| Wage increase of 30°, or $10 weekly, 
whichever is higher; a 35-hour week 
| instead of the present 40-hour week, 
|}and an improved holiday schedule, 
which currently is not as good -as 
that enjoyed by homeoffice em- 
ployees. 

After meeting last Friday (25) and 
Monday (28), the delegates are 
Slated to meet again Friday (1) and 
Monday (4) in the office of Clarence 
A. Hill, 20th representative in the 
negotiations. Representing the other 
majors are Charles O’Brien of 
Loew’s, Harry Buckley of UA and 
Henry Kaufman of Col. SOPEG is 
repped by secretary-treasurer Otto 
Langer and a committee of 20 em- 
ployees. 

Proposals for homeoffice salary in- 
creases for 2,500 employees of 
Loew’s, Col, 20th, Paramount, Re- 
public- and National Screen Service 
were submitted to the companies 
Monday (28) under the wage-re- 
opening clause, expiring Sept. 28. 
Homeoffice employees ask the same 
increase of 30%, or $10, basing their 
demands on a budget-survey brief 
showing cost-of-living increases and 
the profits made by the companies 
this year. UA, whose homeoffice 
wage clause expired May 31, will 
join the negotiations, and whatever 
increases are won will be retroac- 
tive to May 31 for UA employees. 

SOPEG is also asking for a guar- 
anteed 15% increase or the minimum 
of the new classification, whichever 
| is higher, when an employee is pro- 
| moted, citing several instances in 





| which companies have promoted an | 


|employee without granting him a 


| wage increase when the employee 


jis already receiving the minimum 
of his new classification. 


Pickford Names Dembow 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Sam Dembow. Jr. president of 


| 





‘angle Productions, to be worldwide 
|sales rep for the Buddy Rogers- 
‘Ralph Cohn production, “Sleep My 
Love.” Dembow leaves here Thurs- 
|day (31) for a tour to contact United 
_Artist branch managers and sales- 
men in connection with the picture. 

Dembow is now conferring with 


' Paul Lazarus, Jr., UA publicity chief, 
,and Joseph Curtis, of Weiss & Geller, 
/on national advertising and exploita- 
ition campaign for the film. 


bows, | 


Extended to Aug. 8 


(Thursday), has been ex- | 


huddles on inking of a new pact. | 


WAR RESTRAINTS 
DOWN, STUNTS UP 


| Hollywood, July 29. 
With wartime restraints gradually 





fading into oblivion, newspaper cor- 


respondents covering the studios are | 


once more becoming aware of the 
fact that Hollywood is a de-lootful 
place. Flackeries are beginning to 


open up their bags of tricks again 


|to keep current product fresh in the 
minds of the scriveners. 

| Entirely apart from the usual 
Christmas gratuities, press corps 


covering Hollywood can generally 
expect during the course of the year 
to have most of their needs taken 
care of by exploiteers. Gimmicks of 
all kinds, ranging from food delica- 
cies to desk ornaments, flooded the 
| mails in pre-war days and are again 
| beginning to appear as examples 
of press agent ingenuity. 

Most notable recent effort ema- 
nated from Metro’s home office when 
selected correspondents and editors; 
|} here and in key. cities around the 
| country, received deeds to an acre 
of land each as a gimmick for “Sea 
of Grass.” Stunt immediately evoked 
daydreams of lush retirement, but 
| when the rib spread that the land 
| was infested with reptiles, charac- 
ters, most newspapermen began 
wishing studio had sent out some- 
thing for snake-bite. 
| Liquid refreshment is not uncom- 





;}mon: Enterprise recently doled out 
| bottles of Calvados brandy as a 
iplug for “Arch of Triumph,” in 
(Continued on page 16) 


Sorrell, Skelton Seek 
Stay in Labor Probe 





Hollywood, July 29. 

Herbert Sorrell and James Skel- 
|ton, labor leaders, asked for a stay 
of their appearance before the Con- 
gressional sub-committee investigat- 
ing working conditions in Holly- 
wood studios. They are delegates to 
the California Federation of Labor 
convention which opens in Sacra- 
mento Aug. 3, the day before the 
investigation opens. 

Other Hollywood unionists, sub- 
poenaed for the hearings, may ask 
for delays to attend the convention. 
They include Roy M. Brewster, Jo- 
seph Touhy, John Martin, Cappy 
Duval and Harold Smith. 


To Attend Convention 


Double-Billing Same Kind of Pix 
In Reissues Scores Big in Tests 





Being Non-Guild No 
Bar to Job for Extra 
Hollywood, July 29. 
| A sereen extra has the right to 
work even though not a member of 
the Screen Extras Guild, superior 
court Judge Frank G. Swain ruled in 
issuing an injunction against the 
SEG and the studios. 

Court held that three plaintiffs 
| suing the Guild and the studios must 
| either be admitted to membership 
lor permitted to work without be- 
coming members. Trio had charged 
that the SEG had refused them 
| membership. As a result, the studios 
| wouldn’t employ them as extras. 


O'Dwyer Maps 
Easing of N. Y. 
Producing Setup 


Proposals to take the bugs out of 
pix production in New York City 
are expected from Mayor William 
O’Dwyer’s office shortly in the 
form of a letter to the major film 
companies. Letter will invite the 
majors to comment on _ hizzoner’s 
plan to clear away red tape and to 
elaborate on the specific points. 

As previously indicated in huddles 
between Edward C. Maguire, the 
mayor’s film coordinator, and indus- 
try reps, the city will propose the 
channelling of al! permits through 
one city official. Producers have 
complained that filmmaking is 
slowed by necessity of extracting 
multiple permits from various de- 
partments, including the police, fire, 
etc. 





| 











Non-Theatricals Scout ‘Shift’ 

Efforts to “lure” and “shift” the 
film industry to the New York area 
were scouted last week by the Allied 
Non-Theatrical Film Assn. in a let- 
ter to Mayor O'Dwyer. Organiza- 
tion, comprising some 200 non-the- 
atrical motion picture producers, 
pointed out, through its prexy, Wil- 
liam F. Kruse, that, actually, what 
is needed are additional facilities 
here but this “would supplement 
rather than replace that on the west 
coast.” 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, July 29. 


Richard Wallace checked in to 
start work as director on “The 
Stray Lamb,” William Cagney pro- 
duction, which goes before the 
lenses Aug. 22, with James Cagney 
starring... Bruce Bennett signed for 
a featured role in “To the Victor,” 
co-starring Viveca Lindors and Den- 
nis Mergan at Warners...Interior 
shooting on “Roughshod” started at 
RKO after a month on location in 
Bridgeport... Charles 
Lloyd Nolan returned from Kanab, 
Utah, where the rest of the “Green 
Grass of Wyoming” cast has several 
| more weeks of location filming... 
|/Paramount loaned DeForest Kelley 
to Apex Film Corp. for a religious 





| feature to be produced by Jack | 


| Chertok and directed by Sammy 


| Lee. 7 
| Marathon Pictures, new indie out- 


‘fit headed by Frank Satenstein, will | 


make four features during its first 
‘year of production, starting in three 
‘weeks... Stanley Rubin is scripting 


Sam Katzman at Columbia... 
| Helen Tamiris checked in ‘rom Lon- 
don to arrange dance 
“Up in Central Park” at Universal- 
\International . . . Truman Bradley 


| narrated “A Nation on Skis,” a Tech- | 


‘nicolor short filmed in Norway by 
'Douglas Sinclair and produced by 
'Gordon Hollingshead at Warners... 
David O. Selznick resumed shooting 
‘of “Portrait of Jennie” on the Cul- 
ver City lot after several weeks on 
location in New York. 


Coburn = and |} 


routine for | 


“Always Together” is the final tag 
ners ... Harry Seymour, former 
vaude player, will play a picnic 
emcee in’ “Ever the Beginning” at 
Warners ... Adele Jergens draws | 
another siren role in “Blondie’s An- 
niversary” at Columbia .. . Sol Les- 
ser is injecting vocal music into 
“Tarzan and the Mermaids,” with 
John tLaurenz, radio songbird, 
warbling two numbers to a bevy of 
Mexican bathing gals ... Arthur 
Black led a camera crew to San An- 
'tonio to shoot Texas backgrounds 
'for “State of the Union,” which Frank 
/Capra will produce under the Lib- 
‘erty banner for Metro release .. . 
'RKO’s “Stations West” troupe, num- 
| bering 275, left for Flagstaff for six 
'weeks of location shooting with 
Robert Sparks producing and Sidney 
| Langfield directing . 
| Herman Schlom, RKO producer, 
started shooting “Wild Horse Mesa” 
/at Lone Pine and will follow immedi- 
| ately with “Under Arizona Skies” on 
| the same location, with Tim Holt 





| Searle, recently discharged from the 
'Army, will play his first film role 
since 1941 in the Beb Hope starrer, 
“Paleface,” at Paramount.... 


+ New 


| 


} 


operation of 


type distrib 
double-baiting the hook by packag- 


ing two pix of the same kind for dual 
bill fare is currently on a sharp up- 
swing. Practice was recently started 
by reissue companies and the majors 
are latching onto it for their oldies 
after test releases scored heavily 
Idea, which is now winning major 


company converts, is to groove to- 
gether similar-genre pix, generally 
reissues, figuring them for a double 
impact and added pull with the cus- 
tomers. Plan is used by 20th-Fox in 
selling “Tobacco Road” and “Grapes 
of Wrath,” sociological studies of the 
sticks, as one bili, Warner Bros, 
tried it out recently with “The Sea 
Hawk” and “The Sea Wolf,” and this 
week followed through with “Dust 
Be My Destiny” and “Marked Wom- 
an.” 

Both are dramas of the same ilk 
aimed for the same bracket of pa- 
trons. Warners figures the two-pic 
parlay to be good for grosses of an 
average first-run release, cOmpany 
spokesman said. Consequently, WB 
will release two to three packages 
of this kind yearly in the future. 

“Hawk” and “Wolf” went over big, 
it’s said, helped by an exploitation 
tie-in with the Navy. Service arm 
plugged the romance of the sea in its 
enlistment drive, using the two sea 
pix as support. Packaging of a com- 
edy and drama, or two films that 
appeal separately to adults and chil- 
dren are out so far as Warners is 
concerned, company official said. 

Film Classics, ‘Originator’ 


Largest number of double-baiters 
are currently handled by Film Clas- 
sics, with that outfit claiming to be 
originators of the technique. Com- 
pany now has eight such twin bills, 
which include “Return of Scarlet 
Pimpernel” and “The Scarlet Pim- 
pernel”; “Kid from Spain” and “Kid 
Millions” (both Eddie Cantor star- 
rers); “I Was a Criminal” and “Mur- 
der on Diamond Row”; “Dead End” 
and “Barbary Coast”; “Resurrection” 
and “Wuthering Heights’; “Spy in 
Black” and “Secret Clouds Over Eu- 
rope.” Latest is the H. G.. Wells’ 
combo, “Things to Come” and “The 
Man Who Could Work Miracles,” now 
in its fifth week at the N. Y. Squire. 

First tester for PRC, Edward 
Small’s “Kit Carson” and “Last of 
Mohicans,” now looks like $1,000,000 
in rentals, according to Harold’ Dunn, 
sales chief. Claiming phenomenal biz 
for the twosome, PRC is currently 
prepping “The Son of Monte Cristo” 
and “The Count of Monte Cristo” for 
early release. First package, Dunn 
said, is being booked in class A, first- 
run houses, including Loew’s, RKO, 
Paramount, Warners and Schine cir- 
cuits. 

“Congorilla” and “Borneo Devil 
Beast,” handled by tyro distrib Irv- 
ing Lesser, racked up a remarkable 
$16,000° in its first week at the 
Gotham, N. Y. Films are being held 
for a second stanza at that Broad- 
way house. Combine broke a num- 
ber of house records outside of New 
York, Lesser said, and is holding up 
strongly all along the line. 

Combo has appeal because “it looks 
like a great big bargain,” an FC 
exec opined. Idea is to slug away 
with blatant copy appealing to one 
emotion, he added. “It captures the 
mind’s eye of the type of moviegoer 
who can’t get enough of this type of 
entertainment out of one picture.” 

Dissenting opinion has been ex- 
pressed by Bob Savini, head of Astor 
Pictures, another reissue outfit. “1 
think the practice is foolish,’ Savini 
asserted. “Sooner or later, it'll drive 
people out of the theatres because 
there’s too much sameness. One com- 
pany does it and the rest follow suit 
without much consideration.” 

Coupling two pix of opposite types 
have had embarrassing results at 
times, trade observers note. Latest 
classic is double-billing of “Scheher- 





| “Brothers of the East Side” at Metro 
will be released as “The Big City” | 

| Rampart Productions borrowed Louis 
| Jourdan for the male lead in “Letter | 
'from an Unknown Woman”... .Bill | 
Grady, Jr., signed as assistant to 
|Producer Leonard Goldstein on | 
| 


“River Lady” at Universal-Interna- 
| tional. 


azade’ and “Brief Encounter,” the 
first an Oriental melodrama and the 
second a British prestige drama of 
hopeless extra-marital love. Cus- 
tomers who bought ducats to see 
“Brief” couldn't stomach “Schehera- 
zade,”’ while latter’s devotees audibly 
guffawed at longhair sequences of 
“Brief.” 
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HOLLYWOOD FLACKS OPENING UP 
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DARING PAYS OFF A 


“Crossfire” cracks Rivoli 

(N. Y.) records as press, radio 
and public thunder } 
praise! 
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“MOVIE OF THE WEEK! “A VIOLENT, SHOCK- “AN IMPORTANT, STIR- 


: m : 
Deols with an important current is- ING, ENGROSSING RING FILMis rko’s blitz | 
sve. An out of na orminey estore proof-proving picture ... you should against intolerance. Taut, fast-mov- | 
eo 0 @ Pere t meme Reflects con- see ‘Crossfire’. But | don’t believe | ing melodrama! ROBERT RYAN 
— credit on the movie in- have to tell you this—you will!” gives one of the performances of . 4 
dustry! —LIFE MAGAZINE SIDNEY SKOLSKY the year!” N.Y, DAILY MIRROR : 


lin his nationally «yndiceted column) 
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“AN UNQUALIFIED A 


for effort is due producers DORE 


SCHARY, ADRIAN SCOTT and every- 


one else at RKO who had a hand in 
its making! ... A grimly absorbing 
melodrama!” -N. Y. TIMES 


“SAVAGE MELODRAMA 


which keys the problem of race 
hatred into an unusual murder story 
» ++ @$ grimly realistic as a punch in 
the jaw! ROBERT MITCHUM is per- 
fect... GLORIA GRAHAME does a 
brilliant turn! Proves that real enter- 
tainment quality is a product of 
courageous artistry!’ 

—N. ¥. HERALD-TRIBUNE 








HE BOXOFFICE!.. 


“ABSORBING FROMITS 
OPENING SCENE! Exciting 


melodrama .. . hard-hitting murder 
story that sets hate as the motive 
for killing! High suspense and grip- 
ping realism! Credit goes to 
EDWARD DMYTRYK for vigorous di- 
rection, to JOHN PAXTON for his 
crisp, incisive writing! ROBERT 
YOUNG gives the finest performance 
of his entire career!” 

—N. Y. JOURNAL-AMERICAN 


“RKO HAS BEATEN 
EVERYONE ELSE +. the 


punch! A good forceful film ...a 
melodrama with a message! En- 
grossing ... with suspense and ex- 


a q44 
citement all the way! =—N. Y. SUN 


“IT HAS THE GUTS 


to be important. Has something to 
say and isn’t afraid to say it... and 
says it with boxing gloves, not 
dancing pumps. When you see it, 
you'll be proud it could have been 
made in this country!’ 


=—BILLY ROSE 
lin his nationally syndicated column) 


“THE BEST PICTURE OF 
THE WEEK is ‘crossfire’. You'll 


come out of the theatre thinking and 
talking after you’ve seen it!’’ 


—JIMMY FIDLER 
(ABC Network) 


. 


“1\'M PROUD OF HOLLY- 
WOOD for making pictures such 


as ‘Crossfire’!"’ 
—LOUELLA PARSONS 


(over ABC Network) 


“A DARING EXPOSE of 


intolerance in the United States with 
all the dramatic wallop of a pile 


driver!" ~—ERSKINE JOHNSON 
(MBS Network) 





“SHOULD BE GREETED 
WITH UNRESERVED 
CHEERS!.a subject Hollywood 


considers explosive . . . woven into 
an intriguing story and peopled with 
vigorous characters.” 

—N. ¥. WORLD-TELEGRAM 


“A FILM TO BE 
PRAISED, praised again, and 


seen by all! Excellent! Not merely a 
step forward ... it’s a step into 
another world of thinking and do- 
ing. Deserves major credit for pio- 
neering. Maybe all studios should 
make a writer their Executive Pro- 
ducer.’ —N. Y. POST 


“ONE OF THE MOST 
STARTLING PICTURES 


ever to come out of Hollywood... 
Calls a spade a spade! Will un- 
doubtedly arouse a good deal of 
discussion. The more discussion, the 
more people will see it, and the 
more people see it, the more it will 
stand as a triumph for the American 
screen!” —N. Y. MORNING TELEGRAPH 


“SHATTERING TABOO, 


names names, packs thrills, wins our 
deep gratitude! Above all a knock- 
out job of movie-making .. . wholly 
absorbing, virile, direct, dramatic, 
suspense-packed! Still shaken by its 
impact, | can’t remember direction, 
editing and writing more eloquent 
and yet terse, more savage and yet 
tender! Go see it te see a thrilling 
movie!’ —PM 


“PRODUCER DORE 
SCHARY BLAZES A 
NEW TRAIL forthe movies! An 


absorbing murder yarn...a@ 
straight - from - the - shoulder argu- 
ment against intolerance! Never 
sacrifices entertainment . . . has sus- 
tained suspense and excitement!” 
—BROOKLYN EAGLE 
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‘gters” is dropping to $52,000 in sec- 


PICTURE GROSSES 


o 


VARIETY 
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H.0.s, Heat Dim L.A. Albeit ‘Kissing’ 
Good $71,000, 5 Spots; ‘Beach’ Mild 
316 in 2, Performance’ Thin 276, 4 


Los Angeles, July 29. + 





Hot weather still is dulling local 
firstruns although night trade is 
comparatively brisk. Outstanding 
newcomer, “Wonder Who’s Kissing 
Her” is pointing for good $71,000 in 
five situations to pace city. “Woman 
on Beach” looks slow $31,000 in two 
theatres for nine days. “Repeat Per- 
formance” is heading for light $27,- 
000 in four spots. 

“Brute Force,” holding for nine- 
day third week, will be slow $23,- 
500 or near in five houses. “Huck- 


ond frame for three locations after 
mighty ‘$81,500 first week. “Pos- 
sessed” is dipping to $40,000 in sec- 
ond frame, three spots. “Copacabana” 


looks fair $21,000 on 10-day second 
week in tour spots. 
Estimates-for This Week 
Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1) — 
“Repeat Performance” (E-L) and 
“Green for Danger” (E-L). Fair $4,- 
500. Last week, “Arizona” (Col) and | 
“Texas” (Col) (reissues), $3,500. 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- | 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1) — “Copa- | 
cabana” (UA) (2d wk). Only $4,000 
in 10 days. Last week, okay $5,000. 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 





$1) — “Who’s Kissing Her” (20th). 
Oke $7,500. Last week, “Corpse 
C.0.D.” (Col) ang “Last Redmen” 
(Col) (m.o.), slight $2,800. , 


Qhinese (Grauman-WC  ) (2,048: 50- 
$1)—“Kissing Her” (20th). Just $17,- 
000. Last week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” 
(20th) (3d wk-6 days), fair $6,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1) — 
“Possessed” (WB) (2d wk). Neat 
$15.000. Last week, solid $21,700., 

Downtowr Music Hall (Blumen- 
fe'd) (872; 50-$1) -- “Copacabana” 
(UA) (2d wk). Down to $8,500 in 10 
days. Last week,. okay £12,300. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Way 
off at $14.000 but profitable, Last 
week, mighty $21,200. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—‘Re- 

eat Performance” (E-L) and “Green 

anger” (E-L). Pleasing $5,000. Last 
week, “Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” 
(Col) (reissues), oke $4,100. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)—- 
“Happy Breed” (U) (9th wk). Near 
$20.000. Last week, about same. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Great Expectations” (U) (m.o.) (3d 
wk). Only $3.500. Last week, $3,900. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Brute 
Force” (U) (3d wk). Near $2,500 in 





® days. Last week, $3,600. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50 $1) — “Copacabana” (UA) (2d 
wk). Good $4,500 in 10 days. Last 


week. nice $5,900. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Pcssessed” (WB) (2d wk). Passable 





$12,000. Last week, bright $20,000. 

Hollywood Music Hall (BYrumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Copacabana” 
(UA) (2d wk). Just $4,000 in 10 
dzys. Last week, good $5,000. 

Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85)—‘“Brute 
Force” (U) (3d wk). Slow $2,500 
in 9 days. Last week, $3,900. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Cenius and Nightingale” (Indie) 
and “Broken Love” (Indie). Scant 
$1,500. Last week, “Stormy Waters” 
(M-G) (reissue), about same. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
$1)—“Kissing Her” (20th) and 
“Crimson Key” (20th). Good $26,- 
000. Last week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” 
(20th) and “Born to Speed” (PRC) 
(3d wk-6 days), faint $6,800. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1 )—“‘Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Sagging to modest $23,000. Last 

scek, socko $38,900. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 
“Kissing Her” (20th). Good $9,500. 
Last week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) 
(3d wk-6 days), dull $4,000. 

Marcal (G&S) (900; 90-$1.80)— 
“Henry V”™ (UA) (8th wk). About 
63,500. Last week, $4,000. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 50- 
$1)—“‘Repeat Performance” (E-L) 
and “Green for Danger” (E-L). Slow 
$12,000. Last week, “Arizona” (Col) 
and “Texas” (Col) (reissues), okay 
$15,100. 

Million Dollar (D’town) (2.122: 55- 
98 —“Shoot to Kill” (SG) with King 
Cole Trio on stage. Brisk $24,000. 


Last week, “Bringing Up Father” | 


(Mono). with “Meet the Missus” ra- 
dio show on stage, good $17,400. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1) — 
“Woman on Beach” (RKO) and 
“Sport of Kings” (Col). Slow $15,- 
000 in 9 days. Last week, “Other 
Love” (UA) and “Desperate” (RKO) 
(2d wk), fair $9,300. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) and “Big | 
Town” (Par) (3d wk). Light $14,000. 
Last week, okay $19,400. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451: 50-$1)—“Perils Pauline” (Par) 
(3d wk). Good $10,000. Last week, 
stout $15.600. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





Tats Week oasis es oes $696,666 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
eo Br Serer $754,500 


‘Believe Me Trim 
$15,000 im Prov. 


Providence, July 29. 

Heat wave has levelled off trade 
here but it’s still above last year. 
“They Won't Believe Me” at Albee 
looks tops of newcomers. Loew’s 
State still is hot with “The Huck- 
sters” in second frame. Strand is 
ae gag with “Perils of Pauline” and 
solid. 








Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) and 
“Banjo” (RKO). Hefty $15,000. Last 
week, “Ivy” (U) and “Vigilantes Re- 
turn” (U) (2d wk), fine $12,000. 
Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 44-65) 
—“‘Unfaithful” (WB) and “Killer at 
Large” (PRC) (2d run). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, “Cheyenne” (WB) and 
“Stepchild” (PRC) (2d run), $4,900. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘‘To- 
bacco” Road” (20th) and “Grapes of 
Wrath” (20th) (reissues). Fairly 
good $6,000. Last week, “Western 
Union” (20th) and “Ox-Bow Inci- 
dent” (20th) (reissues), $6,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and 
“Crimson Key” (20th), Fairly nice 
$11,000. Last week, “Unfaithful” 
(WB) and “Killer at Large” (PRC), 
$13,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Hefty 
$16,000 after knocking off wow $29,- 
000 in first week. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65). 
—‘‘Perils Pauline” (Par) (3d wk). 
Promising $7,000 after neat $10,000 
in second. 


‘Possessed’ Tops Buff 





. Buffalo, July 29. 
Biz is generally off this session. 
Best bet of newcomers is “Possessed” 
at Buffalo. “Hucksters” is holding 
fairly well in second week at the 
Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 40-70) — 
“Possessed” (WB). Big $17.000. Last 
week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and 
— Big Town” (Par), mild $11,- 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500: 40-70) 
—“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Solid 
$15,000 after terrific $25,600 last 
week. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100; 40-70)—“Great 
Expectations” (U) and “Philo Vance 
Returns” (PRC). Fairly good $8,500. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) and 
“Dark Delusion” (M-G), $9,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1.400: 90-$1.25) — 

“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (7th wk). 
Okay $6,000 after $6,900 Jast stanza. 
* Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70) — 
“Odd Man Out” (U) and “Little 
Miss Broadway” (U). Modest $11,000. 
Last week, “The Web” (U) and 
“Snort of Kings” (Indie), $10,400. 

20th Century (20th Cent) (3,000: 
40-70)—“That’s My Man” (Rep) and 
“Hit Parade 1947” (Rep). Moderate 
$11,000 looks about all. Last week. 
“Repeat Performance” (E-L) and 
“Heartaches” (PRC), $10,500. 





(2d wk), light 


Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Brute 
Force” (U) (3d wk). Close to $5,500 
in 9 days. Last week, ‘nice $7,500. 

Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1) — 
“Brute Force” (U) (3d wk). Just 
ad in 9 days. Last week, fair $3,- 

United Artists (UA) (2,100: 50-$1) 
—“Brute Force” (U) (3d wk). Down 
to $10.000 in 9 days. Last week, good 
$14.900. 

Uptown 


“Desperate” (RKO) 
$9,900 


(FWC) (1,719; 50-$1) — 


son Key” (20th). Good $11.000. Last 
week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and 
“Born to Speed” (PRC) 
days), slow $3,800. 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 50-$1)—“Re- 
peat Performance” (E-L) and 
“Green for Danger” (E-L). Okay 


$5,500. Last week, “Arizona” 
and “Texas” (Col) 
$5.000. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 50-$1) — 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Near 
$15,000. big dip from great $21,400 





RHO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
80)—“Woman on eM hast ons | 
“Sport, of Kings” (Co]). Mi ,000. 
Last eae “Other Love” 4 


last week. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 50-$i1) — 


“Possessed” (WB) (2d wk). Better- 


A) and ‘itig $13,000. Last wéek, sharp $20,000. 


‘Perils’ Smash $19,000, 
Omaha; ‘Barbaree’ 10G 


Omaha, July 29. 
“Perils of Pauline” is overcoming 
heat and summer slump to land 
smash week at Orpheum, Paramount, 
with “High Barbaree,” also is okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Keeper of 
Bees” (Col). Lively $9,000 and may 
hold. Last week, “Tarzan Huntress” 
(RKO) and “Likely Story” (RKO), 
$8,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“Destry Rides Again” (U) and “When 
Daltons Rode” (U) (reissues), Fine 
$9,500. Last week, “Wicked Lady” 
«U) and “Brasher Doubloocn” (20th), 
$10,200. 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
65)—“Perils Pauline” (Par) and 
“Fear in Night” (Par). Smash $15,- 


000. Last week, “George Apley” 
(20th) and “Hit Parade 1947” (Rep), 
oke $12,000. 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 


65)—“High Barbaree” (M-G). Neat 
$10,000. Last week, “Cheyenne” 
(WB), $10,800. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50)— 


“Last of Mohicans’ (PRC) and “Kit 
Carson” (PRC) (reissues). Solid $3,- 
500. Last week, “Sea of Grass” (M- 
G) and “Dangerous Money” (Mono), 
nice $2,000 for first half; “Bells San 
Angelo” (Rep) and “Hard-Boiled 
Mahoney” (Mono), big $2,800 in last 
half. 


Mpls. Mild; ‘Believe Me’ 
$10,000, ‘Time’ Slow 56, 
‘Stranger’ Wow 196, 2d 


Minneapolis, July 29. 

Few newcomers here this week, 
sole major entries being “It Hap- 
pened on 5th Avenue,” “They Won’t 
Believe Me” and “Time Out of Mind,” 
none being smash. Result is a typ- 
ically tepid summer week. As a mat- 
ter of fact, one of the four hold- 
overs, “Welcome Stranger,” continues 
to be the hottest turnstile item al- 
though in its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Wolf 
Cali” (Mono) and “Queen of Yukon” 
(Mono) (reissues). Okay $2,000 in 5 
days. Last week, “City Without Men” 
(Indie) and “Prison Without Bars” 
(Indie) (reissues), split with “West 
Dodge City” (Col) and “Pilgrim 
Lady” (Rep), good $2,600 in 9 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Time Out of Mind” (U). Mild $5,- 
000. Last week, “Miracle 34th St.” 
(20th) (2d wk), good $7,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,600; 50-70)—“Born 














With Rousing $17,000, 


“Who's Kissing” (20th) and “Crim- | 


(3d wk-6. 


(Col) | 
(reissues), nice | 


to Kill” (RKO). Slapped hard by 
crix. Mild $3,000. Last week, “Corpse 
Came C.O.D.” (Col), $2,800. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70 )—‘“Miracle 
34th St.” (20th) (m.o.). Third week 
downtown. Nice $4,500. Last week, 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) (3d wk), neat 
$4,500 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—“Of 
Mice and Men” (Indie) and “Nevada” 
(Indie) (reissues). Good $2,400. Last 
week, “North Star” (FC) (reissue), 
$1,400. 

Radie City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (2d wk). 
cuping, great guns on holdover. Fancy 
$19, or near. Last .week, terrific 
$27,000: 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 
70)—“‘Won't Believe Me” (RKO). 
Highly praised picture looks fairly 
good at $10,000. Last week, Chey- 
enne” (WB), $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
eee and I” (U) (5th wk). Final 
week for this ace looks good $8,000. 
Last week, fine $7,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Hap- 
pened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono). Trim 
$10,000. Last week, “Cynthia” (M- 
G). $10,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55) —“Two 
Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). First nabe 
showihg. Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Trouble with Women” (Par), $3,500. 

World (Mann) (360; 50-99 )—‘“‘Chey- 
enne” (WB) (m.o.). Good $3,000. 
Last week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) (5th 
wk) (90-$1.25). Good $4,500. 








Heat Warps Denver’s 
B.0.; ‘Possessed’ 186 


Denver, July 29. 





| into the nearby mountains, with all 
| theatres suffering as a result. Best 
| newcomer is “Possessed.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Great Expectations” (U) and “That’s 
My Gal” (Rep), after week at Den- 
ver, Webber. Good $3,500. Last 
| week. “Unfaithful” (WB) and “Philo 
Gamble” (PRC) (m.o.), 





| Vance’s 
$3.000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1.500: 35-74) 
—“Stanley, Livingstone” (20th) and 


'“Les Miserables” (UA) (2d wk). 
, Sour $4,000. Last week, $4,590. 
| Penham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70) — 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to fair $9,000. Last week, 
fine $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)-— 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Keeper of 


Bees” (Col), day-date with Webber. 
Trim $15,000. Last week, “Great 
Expectations” (U) and “Thats My 





(Continued on page 27%) 


Heat 1s driving people out of town | 


‘Stranger’ Terrif $35,000, New High — 
In Det; Duel Hot 336, ‘Cynthia’ 146 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week :........ $2,815,250 
(Based on 21 cities, 197 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
) Ske i) ° 
Total Gross Same Week 
Saat TORS . yseces e's « $2,928,200 
(Based on 20 cities, 175 theatres) 








‘Stranger Wham 
$73,000, K.C. Ace 


Kansas City, July 29. 

Town continues at rosy pace at 
turnstiles with “Welcome Stranger” 
at the Paramount leading the parade 
with likely house record in sight. 
Film packed them in from ‘opening 
gun, and biz comparable to “Blue 
Skies” on Xmas week is sure. 
“Hucksters” at Midland and “Miracle 
on 34th. Street” likewise at Tower- 
Uptown-Fairway combo, both sec- 
ond weeks are still ,strong. “Odd 
Man Out” is going okay. Other 
firstruns are only moderate, Weather 
warmed up considerably over the 
weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“‘Odd Man Out” ¢U) and “Stole 
a Million” (U) (reissue). Nice $6,000. 


Last week, “Stairway to Heaven” 
(U) and “Vigilantes Return” (U), 
$5,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)— 


“Sirocco” (Indie). Takes house back 
to foreign films. Slow $1,500. Last 
week, “Sister’s Secret” (PRC) and 
“Joke Son” (E-L), $1,000 was rock- 
bottom, 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Con- 
tinues strong at $18,000. Last week, 
packed ’em in at $30,000, new house 
record for regular scale. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO). 
$11,000. _ Last week, “Woman on 


Beach” (RKO), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par). Most 
welcome sight at boxoffice here in 
months. Terrif $23,000, and may 
be house record. Going at Xmas 
week pace. Sure to hold. Last 
week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) (3d wk), 
fine $12,000. 

Southtown (Elmer) (950; 45-65)— 
“Schubert’s Serenade” (Indie) and 
“First Film Concert” (Indie). Fair 
$1,750. Last week, “On Approval” 
(Indie) and “Pearls of rown” 
(Indie), thin $1,000 in 5 days. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox- 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (2d wk). 
Solid $14,000. Last week, big $19,000, 
strongest in several months for 3- 
house combo. 


‘NEW ORLEANS’-VAUDE 
SOCK $19,000, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 29. 
Business is taking a decided lift 
here this week with the entire down- 
town sector reflecting the upward 
swing. “I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
Now” is giving the New its best 
action in months. “New Orleans,” 
spliced to a smart vaude layout at 
the combo Hippodrome, is also sur- 
prisingly big. Solid, too, is “The 

Perils of Pauline” at the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
Le gaa pil (M-G) (2d wk). 

olding well at $17,000 efter wo 
$23,300. : n2ahid 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
25-70)—“New Orleans” (UA) plus 
vaude headed by Henry Babbitt and 
Ish Kabibble. Magic in film title and 
strong stage layout lifting house to 





“Time Out of Mind” (U) and vaude, 
fair $14,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
60)—"“‘Dear Ruth” (Par) 
|Starts third round today (Tues.) after 
| fine second week at $11,000. First was 
big $15,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
“Springtime in Sierras” (Rep). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, “Fun on Week- 
end” (UA), mild $4,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800: 20-60)— 
“Who's Kissing Her Now” (20th). 
Booming $18,000 or near. Last week, 
“Son of Battle” (20th), drew fine re- 
views but only $11,000 in 10 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—“Per- 
ils Pauline” (Par). Strong $18,500 
likely. Last week, second of Un- 
faithful” (WB), $11.800. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65)— 
| “Fantasia” .(RKO) (reissue). Sold 
Strongly and looks steady $12,000. 
| Last week, “Won't Believe Me” 

(RKO), mild $8,606. 7 


(2.460; 20- 








best in weeks, $19.000. Last week, | 


(3d wk). | 


+ Detroit, July 29. 
“Welcome Stranger” is soaring to 
a new record at the United Artists 
this session with giant total. “Duel 
in Sun” also looks strong at the Fox 
but not comparatively as big. “Duel” 
also is playing at 19 nabes. “Wel. 
come Stranger” reacted solidly to @ 
smash publicity campaign which 
brought in Joan Caulfield. for a block 
party attended by 25,0007 Star 
danced with Detroit’s Mayor Edward 
Jeffries and other councilmen. To 
offset this, the Fox had Guy Madi- 
son and Jacqueline White doing per- 
sonal appearances first three days. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams. (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Cynthia” (M-G) and “Dark Delu- 
sion” (M-G). Stout $14,000. Last 
week, “Great Waltz” (M-G) (re- 


issue) and “Banjo” (RKO) (2d wk), 
weak $9,000. 


Broadway - Capitol (United De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Gunfighters” 
(Col) and “Corpse Came C.O.D” 
(Col). Stale $10.000. Last week, 
“Unfaithful” (WB) and “Dick 
Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO) (m.0.), 


stout $14,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 70-95) 
—“Odd Man Out” (U) (2d wk), 
Tepid $7,000. Last week, tall $18,000, 

Cinema (Marten) (250: 60-90)— 
“Ivan, Terrible” (Indie). Tall $2,500, 
Last week, “Ragtime Bana” (20th) 
(reissue), $1,500. ‘\ 

Madison (UD) (1,866; 50-60)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Red House” (UA). Slick $2,400 in 
3 days. Last week, “Johnny O’Clock” 
(Col) and “Hit Parade of 1947” 
(Rep), $2,100 in 3 days. 

Michigan (UD) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Sock 
$27,000. Last week, great $43,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: $1- 
$1.25)—“‘Duel in Sun” (20th). Loud 
$35,000. Last week, “The Web” (U) 
and “King of Wild Horses” (Col), 
sock $22,000. 


“Won't Believe Me” 
“Thunder Mountain” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Fair $12,000. Last week, lusty 
$16,000, 

United Artists (UD) (1,941: 70-95) 
—“Welcome Stranger” (Par) and 
“Boy and His Dog.” Colossal $35,- 
000 or near for house record. Last 


(RKO) and 


Fair, week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Un- 


dercover Maisie” (M-G) (4th wk), 
big $14,000. 


Baseball Sloughs Pitt 
Albeit ‘Hucksters’ Fat 





Pittsburgh, July 29. 

The Penn is far ahead of the pack 
this week with “The Hucksters” but 
even it’s feeling the pinch of this 
baseball-crazy town. Nobody can at- 
count for the fact that a seventh- 
place team (the Pirates) drew better 
than 100,000 people in three clashes 


with Brooklyn, but those are the 
figures and they’re sloughing the 
film business here. Nothing very 
exciting among the other new 
with “Riff-Raff” at Warners and “The 
Web” at Harris doing just so-so. 
Among the holdovers, “Perils of Pau- 
line” at the Stanley is getting the 
best break, 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Wonder Who's Kissing” (20th) (2d 
wk). Dropping off to about $7,500 
but proba fy will stick three extra 
days in order to get “Egg and 1” (U) 
off to a Saturday start. Last week, 
nice $12,000. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“The Web” (U). Not doing too badly 
for a picture with so few names. 
Oke $10,000. Last week, second of 
“Gunfighters” (Col), fine $14,500 in 
10 days. ei 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 40-70)— 
| “Hucksters” (M-G). Ballyhoo, name 
value and fairly good notices couldnt 
help this catch on. Heavy baseball 
weekend kept it down and heavy 
‘rain Sunday night (27) probably also 
hurt. Should stil! do close to $26,000, 
however, and that rates sure hold- 
over. Last week, second of “Dear 
Ruth” (Par), smash $18,000. 
| Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—“Dear 
Ruth” (Par) (m.o.). Smash comedy § 
still on beam and this small-seateT 
likely will grab better than $4,000. 
|May hold. Last week, sixth down- 
‘town for “Duel” (SRO), good $5,000 
|at 90-$1.25 scale. - 
Senator (Harris) (1.750: 40-70 )— 
“Wings of Morning” (20th) (reissue) 
and “Hit Parade 47” (Rep). Moder- 
ate $2.500. Last week, “Corpse Came 
C.0.D.” (Col) and “Little Miss Broad- 
way” (Col), pulled after 3 days at 
sad $1,500. 

Stan’ey (WB) (3,800; 40-70 )—‘“Per- 
ils Pauline” (Par) (2d wk). Not too 
| bad at $13,000 for the wind-up after 
wow $22,500 last week. mr, 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 40-70)— 
“Riff-Raff’ (RKO). Modest at $8,- 
'000. Last week, “Trouble With Wom- 
len” (Par), $7,500; ‘“ ‘°° °°’ 


» 














Palms-State (UD) (2,976: 70-95)— 


$26,000;‘Web’ Okay 106 
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Chi Hotsy; Hucksters’ Sock $59,000: 
Brute’ Huge 236, Ruth’-Vaude 566, 3d 


Chicago, July 29. 
Very strong newcomers plus hefty 
holdevers will make this a better- 
than-average week. “Hucksters,” at 
State-Lake, newcomer, looks to do 
socko $59,000. “Brute Force,” hypoed 
by splashy publicity, likely will hit 
terrific $33,000 at Grand. Other new- 
comer, “They Won't Believe Me,” at 
Palace, looks to do fair-$20,000. 
“Dear Ruth,” at Chicago, with Jc 
Stafford and Victor Borge heading 
stage show, is expected to reap big 
$56,000 for its third frame. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 95 \—“*Hap- 
pened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Oke $10,000. Last week, nice 


$15,000 but below hopes. 

Chicago (B&K) -(3,900; 95)—“Dear 
Ruth” (Par) with Jo Stafford and 
Victor Borge heading stage show (3d 
wk). Big $56,000. Last week, sock 
$60,000 for second. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—“Gun- 
fighters” 


C.0.D.” (Col) (4th wk). Beginning | Earle. 





4 
i 


Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, arenet, ie., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indie-*ed, in- 
clude the U.S amusement tax 











‘Ruth’ Smash 316, 


| 
| 


| 


Philly; ‘Love’ 176 


Philadelohia. July 29. 
“Hucksters” is continuing to hold 


(Col) and “Corpse Came top honors in second week at the} 


Biggest newcomer is “Dear 


to fade fast at $9,500. Last week, nice | Ruth” at the smaller Goldman. Other 
$11,000. | new pix, “Cynthia.” and “The Other 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Brute | Love” are not so good. 


Force” (U). Brisk-pace heading this ae a ‘ 
for $33,000, terrific for house. Last | Pca adie yee 
reek “Eg ” ik), | 4 000, OU=" ars 
i350 Egg and I” (U) (8th wk ‘| “Cynthia” (M-G), Oke $12,500. Last 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 95)—| week “Woman on Beach” (RKO), 


“Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
(20th) with Harmonicats, Dale Evans, 
others, on stage (4th wk). Solid $50,- 
000 after $60,000 third. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Won’t 


! 


Believe Me” (RKO) and “Blondie’s | 


Holiday” (Col). Fairish $20,000 or 
better. Last week, “Ivy” (U) and 
“Little Miss Broadway” (U) (2d wk), 
$15,000. 

Rialte (Indie) (1,700; 95)—‘“Out- 
law” (UA) (5th wk). Staunch $13,- 
500. Last week, $16,000. 

Reosevelé (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Homestretch” (20th) (2d wk). Looks 
neat $18,000. Last week, nifty $22,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Tops in town at 
great $59,000. Last week, “Possessed” 
(WB) (5th wk), $15,500 in last 5 days. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 
“Great Expectations” (U) (3d wk). 
Fair $14,000. Last week, $17,000. 

Weeds (Essaness) (1,073; 95)—“Re- 

at Performance” (E-L) (2d wk). 

ild $11,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Werld (Playhouse) (Indie) 
75)—“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) 
(7th wk). Staunch $3,200. Last 
week, $3,700. 


‘RIFF-RAFF’-VAUDE 
OKE $22,000, FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 29. 

Balmy, summer weather is taking 
a heavy toll this week, with all the- 
atres suffering. However, “Riff- 
Raff” is doing okay at the Golden 
Gate with nice vaudeville backing, 
and “Brute Force” is fairly trim at 
the Orpheum. Sole holdover to sur- 
mount downbeat is “Welcome 
Stranger.” which continues great in 
second stanza at the small St. Fran- 
els. 





Estimates for This Week 
FS Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
Children of Paradise” (Indie). Sock 
000 or near. Last week, “Years 


Between” (U) (2d wk), disa intin 
$1.700. ppo g | 


| “Try? (TJ) 


| 


Now” | $7.500. 


Areadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94) 
“Eogo and I” (Par) (2d run). Nice 
$6.000. Last week, “Living Big Way” 
(M-G), $5500 second run. 

Bovd (WB) (2.350: 50-94)—“Other 
Love” (UA). Mild $17.000. Last week, 
$13.4500 on holdover. 

Earle (WB) (2.760: 50-94)—“Hueck- 
sters” (M-G) (2d wk). Beangun $35,- 
000. Opener was torrid %42.000. 

Fox (20th) (9950: 50-94)—“Ghost 
Mrs. Mrpr” (20th) (24 wk). Weak 
$15 000_ Last week. mild $17.000. 

Geldman (Goldman) (1300: 50-94) 
—“‘Dear Rveth” (Par). Looks like 
sock $31.000. Last week. “Perils 
Pauline” (Par), nice $15.000 for 
forth canto. 

KBaritan (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) 
— “Unfaithfvl”’ (WB) (2d run). 
House going h~ck to cecond-run for 
this picture. fine £7500. Last week, 
“Time Out of Mind” (U), $7,500 not 
food as first run. 





| Keith’s (Goldman) (1 200: 50-94)— 
(587; | 


“Miracle 34th St.” (9th) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Nest $6000. Last week, 
$3.000 

Mastbaum (WR) (4260: 50-94) — 
“Poscessed” (WB) (2d wk) Okay 
$21 N00. Onener was nent $30 000 

Pix (Cummins) (500: 50-94) — 
“Creat Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). Good 


$7,000. Last week. “Duel” (SRO). 
fair $6,000 fourth week at upped 
scale. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-94) — 
“Fiesta” (M-G) (3d wt) Moderate 
$15 000. Last week, $18500. 

Stanton (WR) (1.475: 50-94) — 


“Ramrod” (UA) (2d wk). Pole $8,- 
000. Opener was neat $13.500. 


Heat Wilts Cincy But 
‘Ruth’ Great 196; ‘Gold’ 
Big 116, ‘Believe Me’ 106 


Cincinnati, July 29. 








Theatre biz is at midsummer level 


Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—“Won- | this round. Of three new bills, “Dear 
der Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) and | Ruth” is sock, “Black Gold” is hot, 
‘Crimson Key” (20th) (2d wk). Very and “They Won't Believe Me” is mod- 


thin $14,500. 
$26,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65-$1) being 
vaude | Who's Kissing Her Now.” 


—“Riff-Raff’ (RKO) plus 
headed by “Dud” Williamson, and 
What's Name of Song.” Okay $22.- 
Or near. Last week, “Honey- 
moon (RKO) and “Woman on the 
Beach” (RKO) plus vaude headed 
by Wee Bonnie Baker, $20,000. 
” Guild (Lippert) (400; 35-85)— 
Great Waltz” (M-G) (8th wk). 
wn to $3,500. Last week, fine $4,- 


‘i Larkin (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
Captive Heart” (U) 
a Teacup” (Indie) (m.o.) (4th wk). 
Smooth $1,700. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- | 


85) —"Brute Force” (U). Trim. $26,- 

00. Last week, “Ivy,” fair $11.500. 

e Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 

Ko mag Oy i (2d wk) Off to 
erate 4,500. 7ee i 

$25 000 Last week, big 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60-85) 
= Sea of Grass” (M-G) (m.o.). Okay 
4000. Last week, “Happy Breed” 

44 (12th wk) (m.o.), nice $1,700. 
“we; Franeis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
Stil ‘om a (Par) (2d wk). 
colossal $27,000, Last. week. 
oor ted Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 
han 5-85 —“Other Love” (UA). Un- 
“Grose etl or less. Last .week, 

x i ” y 
smooth > te (U) (4th wk), 
ere RS) Gite 
— asia QO) (reissue). 
rhe $11,000. week, “Unfaith- 
(WB) (m.o.), $1,700. 
op Warfield (FWC) 
Hucksters” (M-G) 


Ging 
> 


(2d wk). Sag- 


eae 2 molest $19,000 or close. Last 
'e 4 ‘ 63) 


week, sock $37,000, a) 


and “Storm in $11,000. 


(2,656; 60-85)— | 


Last week, healthy | erate. Holdovers are spotty, leaders 


“Hucksters” and “Wonder 


Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—“Dear 
| Ruth” (Par). Socko $19,000. Last 
week, “Unfaithful” (WB), $14.000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 50-75)— 
'*Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Solid 


| 


| $13.000 on heels of terrif $22,000 tee- 


| off. 
Grand (RKO) = (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Black Gold” (Mono). Excellent 
Last week, “Moss . Rose” 


, (20th), $8,500. °* 


Keith’s (CI) (1.542; 50-75)—“Ivy” 
| (U) (2d wk). Trim $6,000. Last | 
| week, neat $8.000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 50-75)—“‘Un- 


faithful’ (WB) (m.o.). Fairish $4,- 
, 500. Last week. “Angel and Badman” 
| (Rep) (m.o.), $4,000. 

| Palace (RKO) (2.600: 50-75)— 
|“Won't Believe Me” (RKO). Mod- 
| erate $10,000. Last week. “Gunfight- 


ers” (Co}), $10,500. 8 
Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 50-75)— 


|“Wonder' Who's Kissing Her Now”? 


/ (20th) (m.o.) (2d wk). Fine $f 500 
after great $10,000 last week. 


M-G’s Postwar ‘“Miniv« ” 


Hollywood, July + ? 
Metro is lining up a seque © 
its wartime picture “Mrs. Min- 
|iver,” starring Greer Garson, who 
| suggested the idea. 
| Picture, dealing 





with conditions 


in postwar England. is slated for the | 


| 1947-48 release prgeyam. — 


D . 
. C. Sizzles But B.0. 
Dips; ‘Possessed’ 206 
’ 
Washington, July 29. 
| Boxoffice here is sluggish all along 
the line this week, with no reai 
standout. With department stores 
and government offices all closed 
Saturdays, and the town back to its 
normal summer sizzling, populace 
stays away from the _ mid-city. 
“Hucksters,” which had sock open- 
ing at Loew’s Palace last week, took 
a nose dive in its second session. 
“Possessed” lopks okay at Earle. 
Estimated for This Week 

Capitel (Loew’s) (3,434: 44-80)— 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) plus 
vaude, Mild $20,000. Last week, 
“Easy Come, Easy Go” ¢Par) with 
vaude, $21,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“Fiesta” (M-G) (2d run). Satis- 
factory $8,500. Last week, “Michigan 





Kid’ (U), disappointing $7,000. 
Earle (WB) (2.154; 44-85)—‘Pos- 
sessed” (WB). Okay $20,000. Last 


week, “Perils Pauline” (Par), $21,000 
but below hopes. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
“Brute Force” (U). Fair $14,000 or 
less. Last week, “Won't Believe Me” 
(RKO), thin $11,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-74) 
—“Great Expectations’ (U) (2d 
run). Average $7,500. Last week, 
“Unfaithful” (WB) (2d run), $6,000. 

‘Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). 
factory $18.000 after smash $28,000 
opening week. 


“Gunfighters Big 
$77,000 in St. Loo 


St. Louis, July 29. 
Steady grosses are being racked 
here currently despite rising mercu- 
ry. Hot baseball race in the Na- 


tional league has resulted in many 
out-of-towners flocking in for the 
Braves and Dodger series with the 
Cards. “Gunfighters” and “The 
Corpse Came C.O.D.” will grab 
standout coin. “Honeymoon” and 
“Second Chance.” another dualer, is 
a strong entry also. “Dear Ruth” is 
wheeling into seventh week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassader (F&M) (3.000: 50-75) 
—“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Sec- 
ond Chance”. (20th). Nice %18.000. 
Last week, “Possessed” (WB) and 





Fex (F&M) (5.000: 50-75)—“They 
Won't Believe. Me” (RKO) and 
“Yankee Fakir®™ (Rep). Mild $15.000. 
Last week, “A Likely Story” (RKO) 
and “Tarzan Huntress” (RKO), 
$16.000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) — 
“Gunfivhters” (Col) and “Corpse 
Came C.O.D.” (Col). Fancy $22,000. 
Last week, “Duel” (SRO) (2d wk), 
big $20,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.000: 50-75) — 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Philo Vance 
Returns” (PRC) (m.o.). Trim $12.000. 
Lest week, “Happened on Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono) and “Miracle 34th St.” (20th) 
(3d wk). big $10,000. ; 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 90-$1.25) 
—“‘Duel” (SRO) (m.o.). Trim $14.000. 
Last week. “In Old California” (Rep) 
and “Sis Hopkins” (Rep) (reissues), 


$8.500. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 50-75) — 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Jungle 





Flicht” (Par) (7th wk). Good $6,500 
‘after neat $7,500 for this remarkable 
| long-run film. : 


Warmer in Indpls. But 
| Biz Isn’t; Colonna Ups 


| 


‘Web’ to Fancy $19,000 


Indianapolis. July 29. 
| Late July thaw, ending record 
‘summer cold snap. finds film biz 
running in same old groove down- 
ltown. Jerry Colonna is. boosting 
'“Web of Danger” at Circle to a nice 
|; week. “The Hucksters” is sagging 
badly in its second week at Loew’s. 


Indiana. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800; 48- 
74)—“Web of Danger” (Rep) with 
Jerry Colonna, Jimmie James orch, 
others. on stage. Dandy $19,000. 
Last week. “Lost Honeymoon” (PRC) 
| with Desi Arfiaz orch on stage, solid 


| $21,000. 

| Endiana (G-D) (3.300: 40-60)— | 
| “Unfaithful” (WB) and “Singin” in | 
Corn” (Col). Mild $10,000. Last 
lweek, “Ivy” (U) and “Millie's 
| Daughter” «U). $9,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300: 40-60)— | 
“Westerner” (FC) and “Come and 
|Get It” (FC) (reissues). Modest 
, $6.00. Last week. “Wonder Who's 


| Kissing Her Now” (20th) and “Crim- | 


| son Key” (20th) (m.o.). about same. 
Leew’s (Loew's) (2.450: 40 60)— 
“Hueksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Down 


to $10,000 after sock $20,000 opener. | 


Lyrie (G-D) (1.600: 40-60 )—*“Black 


Gold” ‘Mono) and “Kilroy Was 
Here” (Mono). Neat $7.000. Last 
week, “Web” (U) and “Jungle 


| Flighe’ (Bary, gke,, $7,900, ,° , 


Satis- | 


“Philo Vance Returns” (PRC), same. | 


“The Unfaithful” is only fair at the | 


Hot summer weather. which re- 
turned to N. Y. last weekend, is tak- 
ing its toll at Broadway picture 
houses this week. High tempera- 
tures and humidity are being espe- 
cially reflected at straight film the- 
atres, as well as at spots playing 
holdover or longrun bills. When 
mercury climbed on Saturday (26) 
and Sunday (27), it produced the 
usual trek to the beaches. with first- 
|run managers reporting a consider- 
able dip in trade on Saturday and 








an even heavier decline on Sunday. | 


Monday (28) rains did not help 
much. 
Pacemaker this stanza will be} 


“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer.” which 
is soaring to smash $150,000 at the 
| Music Hall. ‘This will give the Hall 
one of its biggest summer weeks, coin 


| being far ahead of any other house. | 


Abbott & Costello on stage. with 
{Maurice Rocco and 
| heading support. are pushing “Won- 
{der Who’s Kissing Her Now” to 
great $121.000 at the Roxy. Money 
iis not far from what A. & C. die 
|two years ago at the same house 
| when July 4 was included in total. 

Despite the heat and tough sled- 
ding many straight-pix houses have 
been experiencing this summer on 
Broadway. “Crossfire” 
smash $52.000 on its initial week at 
the Rivoli. Film started like a 
three-alarm blaze only to be damp- 
ened a bit by weekend humiditv. 
However. this figure is the 
the Riv in months. Nearly all crix 
lauded it strongly. 

The number of westerns on Broad- 
way made it seem like wild-west 
week. “Gunfighters.” at the sma!’l 
Victoria, is pacing this group with 
ia solid. $23,000. Right across 46th 
| Street, the Globe is not doing so 
well with “Wyoming,” at $12.500. 
| The Rialto also is no great shakes 
at $5,000 with “Sioux City Sue” and 
“Avache Rose.” ~ 

Strand, Capitol and Criterion all 
slipped badly on their intial hold- 
over sessions. First-named. with 
'“Cry Wolf” (which part of public 
|seems to think is a western) plus 
| Freddy Martin band, is sagging over 
$20,000 to land around $43.000 on its 
second week. “Hucksters” with 
Tony and Sally De Marco and 
|Charles Trenet heading stagebill at 
the Cap, also will be off about as 
much from first week. Second ses- 
sion looks around $94.000. big. 
“Brute Force.” which hit a new 
i hich at the Criterion openine week 
will be down to around $35.000 in 
| first holdover frame, a drop of over 
£27,000 from tee-off stanza. “Won't 
Pelieve Me” is down $8,000 from 
first week at Palace, with $18.000 in 
| sight. 

“Welcome Stranver.” vlus st.%e- 
j}show headed by Carmen Cavallaro 
itband. cemes into the Paramount 
next Wednesday (6) after four nice 
weeks with “Perils of Pauline” and 
| Phil Spitalnv band. Third stanza of 
‘latter combo wilted with other 
hoses to $60.000. 

Broadway and Park Avenue are 
bringing in reissues this week after 
finding the going touch with first- 
runs. Former is hittine ro°k-bot- 
tom in third week of “Conacsher-” 
and will be lucky to get $5.000. 
“Slave Girl” also is way off in sec- 
ond week et Park. 

Fulton, former legit house opens 
'on Aug. 13 wnder aegis of Citv In- 
|vesting, with “Black Narecissns.” 
| British-made film heing distributed 
by Universal. as initio] vortre. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1.300: 95-$2.40) 
—“Best Yeers” (RKO) (36th wk). 
Slipping with the others to around 
$20.000 after okay $22.000 last ses- 
sion. Stavs a couple of more weeks 
with “Life Walter Mitty” (RKO) 
opening Aug. 14. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895: 70-$1.50)— 
“Copacabana” (UA) (3d-finel wk). 
Dropping out of sight on blowoff 
with around $5,000 about all. plenty 
in red. Second frame was also s'ow 
at $9000. “Lady of Burlesque” (UA} 
and “Great John L.” 














will be 

(Thurs. ). ; 
Cavitol (Loew’s) (4,890: 70-$1.50) | 

—“Hurksters” (M-G) with Tony and 


Sally De Marco, Charles Trenet. Ted 


Straeter orch on stage (2d wk). 
Wavy off from first round but still 
mighty big at $94,000 or near. First 


week soared above expectancy to 
new house record of $114.500. terrific 


| Cool werther helped them just as 
| hot weather is melting trade this 
round. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1.700: 60- 
$1.25)—“Brute Force” (U) (3d wk) 
Starts third stanza today (Wed.). 
| Second session is dropping badly 
from first week’s record figure 


Looks to drop down to $35,000 but 
| stil fancy profit. First was record 
$62 900. 

Glebe (Brandt) (1.500: 70-$1.20)— 
'“Wvyoming” (Rep). Not too good at 
$12,500 with opposition of 
| western epics hurting. Stays one 
more. In ‘ahead. “Trouble With 
Women” (Par) (2d wk-5 days). only 
$8.500. 
Gotham 
“Dillinger” (Mono) 
' Big House’) (Mona) 


“Mutiny 


and 


| week 
Joe Howard | 


landed aj} 


best at | 


Heat Nips Bway But ‘Bachelor’ Sock 
$150,000, Kissing’-A&C, Big 1206; 
‘Hucksters 946, 2d, ‘Crossfire 526 


| today (Wed.). House definitely com- 
mitted on this combo and had to 
quit on other reissue setup. Previous 
|cOmbo was “Congorilla” (Indie) and 
|“Borneo” (Indie) (reissues), still big 
at $8,000 for four days of third frame 
after solid $12,500 second. 


Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
—“Possessed” (WB) (9th wk). This 


still is okay at around $13,000: eighth 


was $16.500 “Life With Father” 
(WB) opens Aug. 15. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 60-$1.20)— 


“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) (3d wk) 
| On second round ended last (Tues.) 
night hit fine $18,000, after fancy 
| $26,000 initial week. Likely will 
| stay only this third frame. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 
—“Perils Pauline” (Par) with Phil 
Spitalny orch (4th-final wk). Final 
starts today (Wed.). Third 
round sag¢ged to $60.000 while second 
was sturdv $77.000. “Welcome 
Stranger” (Par) with Carmen Cav- 
allaro orch opens next Wednesday. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 


70-$1.50) 


—‘Slave Girl” (U) (%d-final wk). 
Down to $4.000 or less on blowoff. 
First also was thin at $6,000. “100 
Men and Gir!” (1!) (reissue) opens 


tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Padio Citv Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945: 70-&? 40)\—“Bachelor 
and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) and stage- 
show. Roaring ahead to one of big- 
gest summer weeks this house ever 


enioved, Looks to reaeh michty 
$150.000 in initinl session. Holds. 
last week fourth for “Ghost Mrs. 
Muir” (99th) ond = stageshow. slid 


down to £112 060. 

Pialto (Maver) (594: 35-85)—“Key 
Witness” (Col). Onened vesterday 
(Tues.). In ahead, “Sionx Citv Sue” 
(Pep) and “Aprrhe Rose” (Ren), 
aul $5 000. “Creen Caekatoo” 
{Inie), in previously. did nice $4 500 
In & davs. 

Rivol’ (TA-Por) (9 909: RO-4€1 95)— 
“Crossfire” (PKO) (94 wk). Initial 
week con'nded Monday (98) hit 
smash $59.000, best this house has 
done in many weeks. vlacine it back 





in big money class again. He'lned by 
stron? reviews from nearly all crix. 
Tn aherd, “Panest Pretaen ance” 
(WY (2A whi aravc) $7900 

Poxv (th) (RRM gg_e1 59) 
“Wonder Vih-'c Viece'na Her” (0th) 
vlns Abbott & Castelo, Ine Howard 
heo4ins staseshow (94 wk) Tred off 
with erent onenines dow which was 
aided by percnnals hv Georve Tecse] 
and June Hover. Thie hit hierest 
onering attendance mark iv 10 vears. 
Wieet week Inok<s ‘1 strike crent 
e191 ann or near Thig is clace to 


| C19S NNO hit by A®C ot same house 


| two veers aen hit 


that week in- 
ndead Tnlv 4 Wile ent no erix roves, 
Tn aheed, “Mace Race” (99th) with 
Olsen & Inehk=eon revue on stage 
(24 wk), ©64 000. 

State (Toew’s) (2450 43-¢1.1090)—~ 
“Wieh Rarharee” (M-C) (94 rin) 
with Rennv Wields. Adrian Rollint 
Trio, Tim Herbert headine varde. 
Moat so hot at 81°50 or rear. with 
Ven Johnson ane on eereen no big 
holy. Lest week “O74 Man Ont” (U) 
(94 rup) and Cirn Pimae ee Sue 
Rvron_ ethers an cto-e 295 000 

Steawnd (Wey (F7RE- FR01 5) 
“Ory Wolf” (WR) with @Breddy Mar- 
tin arch. Ceeosnnt Crove revue, 
Artie Darn others. on stace (9d wk). 
Tnjtiol hetdewer ctoe7 4 will be down 
tay ahont 24° 999 okew byt rot hie. 
Omenine week wos ctart &F4 000 but 
sgt hovres, In for only three 
works, 

VWietaria (Cite Tee \ (790+ 79-8190) 
—*Cmnithtor-" ‘ali Teeine§ off 
with solid £9799 voev sood con- 
sidering western onracition on street 
thie Reccian Walde In ahead civth 
wook of “Wat? (SON) woe %19._ 500, 

Winter Garten (TTA) (1219: FO- 
1 90) —“Slove cy (Uy (94 wk). 
Down to S12. 000 thie round after 
eauellw Aieannsinting £17 non initial 
week, “Creon For Danser” (E-L) is 
next in here. 





(UA) (reissues) | 


brought in tomorrow ?P Bi $8.000 
‘Possessed i pO.UUU, 


nearby | 


(rgissyes), Open | 





e 4 > . 
Louisville, ‘Gold’ Ditto 
Louisville. July 29. 
Big noise of week is “Black Gold” 
at the Strand. Pic had lots of bally 
to get one of finest weeks house has 
had in a year. “Possessed” at the 
Mary Anderson is hitting a neat hot 
weather figure. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
40-60)—“‘Perils Pauline” (Par) and 
“Cover Big Town” (Par) (m_.o.). Fine 
$5.000. Last week, “Miracle 34th St.” 
(20th) (3d downtown wk). $4.500. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30-40) 
—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 
“Undercover Maisie” (M-G). Oke 
$3.300. Last week, “Blaze of Noon” 
(Par) and “Trail Street” (RKO), 
$3 100. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: 
40-60) — “Possessed” (WB). Solid 


$8,000. Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) 


| (3d wk), $4,000. 
(Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— | 


National (Standard) (2.400: 40-60) 
—“Dracula” (U) and “Franken- 
{Continued on Page 27). *. 


ies 








Fe iNa) fp tinge 


ot Eis nae pate sar 


eee ff 











14 





Wednesday, July 30, 1947 








$6 LAYETTE FEL 





Sars, 















HIS ONE TS RED MEAT! ITS TE 


oF 


s # 


‘ 


EXCITING PICTURE WRITTEN W 













i 


b 


' 




















Wednesday, July 30, 1947 VARIETY 





——_—_—_—_— 


ay) 








F DEATH 


DONLEVY- COLEEN GRAY 


{0LMES - HOWARD SMITH - KARL MALDEN 
\}- Poiweed by FRED KOHLMAR 
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PICTURES 





Ask $6,577,500 Treble Balm In Two 
Anti-Trust Suits Filed in South 





Brace of anti-trust suits were filed@ 
this week against the majors by ex- 
hibs below the Mason Dixon line. 

Heavy damager which demands 
$6,500,000 in triple balm, was 
brought in Federal court, western | 
district of South Carolina, by Fred 
S., Edmund C. and James W. Curdts, 
operators of the Ritz in Greenville. 
Eight majors—Republic, Wilby-Kin- | 
cey Service Corp. and Greenville | 
Enterprises, Inc—are named. 

Second action, filed in the Federal | 
eourt, middle district of Georgia, | 
asked $67,500, plus $10,000 counsel | 
fees, against all majors except Uni- | 
versal and Columbia. Plaintiffs, C. 





| 
| 


McLellan, Walter B. Tron and Wil- | 


lard Quick, operate the Sowega Auto | 


theatre, open-air filmery, in Putney, | 


Ga. 

Curdts’ suit charges defendants | 
with combining to give Greenville | 
Enterprises’ theatres—Carolina, Riv- 
oli and Center in Greenville—all A | 
product and fixing “unfair” three- | 
month = _ clearance. By successive | 
management contracts, complaint as- 
serts, Paramount-controlled houses 
have set up common buying and | 
booking agencies which call the tune | 
on clearance and run. Plaintifis’ | 
Ritz, it’s alleged, is forced to charge | 
prices equal or higher than the, 
first-runs, 

Sowega action is along the same 
lines. Complaint also names A. C. 
and I. C. Gortalowsky as defendants 
and charges that their houses—the 
Albany, Liberty, Clair and State— 
all in Albany, Ga., have a monopoly 
on A product. 











/pear on the screen in “The Miracle 


ia picture, 


Gene 





B. 0. Optimism 


Continued from page 5 








Force” at the Criterion. Unfor- 
tunately, however, none of the trio is 
showing the staying power that was 
hoped for, and second week biz is 
off. Weekend slack is in a large 
measure responsible. 

“Hucksters,” chalking up $114,500 
in its initial week, set a new weekly 
high for both gross and attend- 
ance in the 28-year history of Loew’s 
Broadway showcase. “Kissing,” 
bulwarked by Abbott & Costello on 
the stage and opening-day personal 
appearances of George Jessel, the 
film’s producer, and June Haver, its 
star, teed off with a new opening- 
day attendance record at the Roxy. 
It’s $20,800 gross was surpassed only 
by “Razor’s Edge,” which played at 
the upped admissions. 

“Brute Force,” with $62,000, set a 
new weekly record for the Criterion. 
Secund-week drop is extreme, how- 
ever, take sinking to $35,000. Not 
a record, but the best week the 
house had had since the war’s end 
was hit by the Rivoli with “Cross- 
fire.” It wound up its first week yes- 
teday with $52,000. 

“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” is 
landing one of biggest summer 
weeks ever, at the Music Hall with 
$150,000, 

With most of the majors sending 
top product into pre-release or reg- 
ular engagements now, it’s hoped 
grosses, by fall, may near the peak 
levels established in 1946. Set for 
release by 20th before Jan. 1 are 
“Forever Amber,” 
Castile,” “Gentleman’s Agreement,” 
“Mother Wore Tights” and “Kiss of 
Death.” Already completed are 
“Scudda Hoo, Scudda Hay” and 
“Foxes of Harrow,” with “Snake 
Pit,” “Green Grass of Wyoming,” 
“Nightmare Alley” and “Daisy Ken- 
yon” currently being wound up be- 
fore the cameras. 








| Dark Mirror,” 


“Captain from! 


é >> énae b 
Joan’ in ‘Miracle 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Character of Joan of Arc will ap- 


of the Bells,” currently in produc- 
tion by Jesse L. Lasky and Walter 
MacEwen, long before completion 
of the Ingrid Bergman starrer, 
“Joan of Lorraine.” 

Sequence will be a picture within 
written specially for 





H’wood Ad Cut 


___. Continued from page 1 


sodent, But the entire contract list 
will be plugging the following prod- 
ucts in the mags, on billboards, car 
cards and elsewhere during the 
coming year: 

California Cling Peaches, McKes- 
son Drugs, Personna Blades, Lux, 
Woodbury, Factor, Pepsodent, Phil- 
co, Samson Luggage, Fleer’s Gum, 
Stratford Pen, Deltah Pearls, Roylie 
Doilies, Windbreaker Coats, Schwinn 
Bicycles,.Chrysler, House of West- 
more, Quink, Simmons Beautyrest, 
Frederic’s Tru-Curl, Pianters Pea- 
nuts. * * 
Not to mention MJB Coffee, Streit 









“Bells” by Ben Hecht and calling for 
about 10 days of shooting, with 
Valli in the Joan role. 











H’wood Flacks | 
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which Charles Boyer and _ Ingrid 
Bergman use the firewater. 

Another recent gift to sate the 
inner man came from Lou Smith 
shortly after he moved in as head 
of the Columbia flackery. Publicizing 
Autry’s “The Strawberry 
Roan,” Smith bombarded press corps 
with baskets of strawberries which 
graced countless breakfast tables in 
Hollywood the next morning. Studio 
also jumped on a British censorship 
angle in “Her Husband’s Affairs.” | 
Advised that beds-would have to be 
at least a foot apart to avoid shock- 
ing our British cousins, Columbia 
promptly sent out 12-inch rulers and 
invited newsmen to measure the 
space themselves. : 

Les Kaufman, handling the ex- 
ploitation on Universal-Internation- 
al’s “The Egg and I,” went all out 
on press gifts. Scribes were deluged 
with cartons of eggs, egg-beaters, a 
chocolate Easter egg and, finally, 
hand-painted Orry Kelly “Egg and 
I’ ties, at $5 a throw. A Hand mirror 
reminded correspondents of “The 
and gifts of long, 
black see-gars are planned for “The 
Senator Was Indiscreet.” 


RKO Book-ish 


RKO is more sedate about the 
whole thing, being content to for- 
ward copies of books due for filmi- 
zation. Wherever possible, studio 
has the tomes suitably autographed 
by the writer. , 

Paramount also uses books but 
comes up occasionally with some- 
thing for the “more illiterate” mem- 
bers of the press corps. For “Perils 
of Pauline” phonograph records of | 
Betty Hutton singing some of the | 
pictunes boosted the discollection of 
newsmen who like platters. For the 
souvenir book presumably kept by all 
covering Hollywood, studio sent out 
what amounted to a “wanted for 
murder” poster. Carefully inscribed 
with the name of the newspaperman, 
the poster was an invitation to visit 
the set of “Whispering Smith.” 

Warner staff had itself some fun 
while getting in a plug for “Pur- 
sued,” United States Pictures pro- 
duction released through the Bur- 
bank studio. Flacks corralled Tom 
Kee, a Navajo medicine man, and 
got his scrawl on scores of parch- 
ment proclamations, each of which 
made honorary Indian chiefs out of 
working newspapermen. Scribes 
were given Indian-sounding names 
like “He who speaks with the voice 
like thunder on a distant hill.” How 
much the voice like thunder bel- 
lowed in favor of “Pursued” hasn’t 
been determined yet. 

Three - sheets were plastered all 
over town for Warner's “Whiplash.” 
Framed like fight posters, the sheets 
carried pictures of Dane Clark and 
Freddie Steele and bore the legend 
“Boxing Tonight. Stage 10. Warners.” 

DOS Goes All-out 


Of all the postwar bally cam- 
paigns, Hollywood scribes still are 








Upcoming from Metro are such | 
pix as “Song of. Love,” “Birds and 
the Bees,” “Kissing Bandit,” “On An 
Island With You” and “Killer Mc- | 


Coy,” plus its special “Green Dol-| insignia, ash trays, blotters and any- | Pearls; 


phin Street.” Warners has sched- | 
uled. among others, “Life With | 
Father.” RKO will release soon | 
Sam Goldwyn’s “Secret Life of Walter | 
Mitty,” starring Danny Kaye, along, 
with “I Remember Mama” and | 
“Miracle of the Bells.” Par has. 
“Welcome Stranger” and “Variety | 
Girl” topping its list, along with 
Cecil B. deMille’s “Unconquered,” 
while U-I has skedded Walter Wan- 
ger's “Tap Roots,” Mark Hellinger’s 
“Naked City” and its own “Senator 
Was Indiscreet.” Also scheduled for 
early fall release are Enterprise's 
“Arch of Triumph” and “Body aid 
Soul.” © ‘ : >. %! %e 5 * ¢ ‘ 








gasping over the heat generated by 
David O. Selznick staff for “Duel in 
the Sun.” Practically nothing was 
overlooked. Scribes got pencils, 
electric light bulbs with the “DITS” 


thing else that came to mind. Cam- 
paign was topped off by gifting 50 
top columnists and editors with 
Hermes typewriters, purchased from 
Macy's at $60 a crack. To pound 
home the message, letters in film 
title stood out in red paint on the 
keyboards of the portables. 

Right now, correspondents are 
giggling to themselves over what 
they hope is in the offing. Hope is 
running high that Enterprise will 
come through. Forgotten is the 
Calvados and the Stetson hats sent 
out to plug “Ramrod.” A more titil- 
lating gift is hoped for. The studio's 
next offering is “Body and Soul.” 


Chairs, Lipton’s Tea, RC Cola, Dari- 
Rich, Chris .Craft, Window Shade 
Institute of. America, Hoffman Trail- 
ers, Summerette Play Shoes and 
Quaker Oats. 

Small Firms Go Too 

The faith advertisers have that 
readers who flip through magazines 
will pause at the page on which a 
film star’s face appears is demon- 
strated by one of the “medium- 
budgeters” in the above lineup. That 
would be RC Cola, falling some- 
where between Chesterfield’s giant 
outlay and Roylie Doilies’ more 
modest one. Soft drink company 
sponsors three $350,000 campaigns 
annually, including six billboards, 
with Par inked for four out of the 
six. 

During the war $7,000,000 worth 
of advertising plugged Par’s “So 
Proudly We Hail”—and the product, 
of course. McKesson’s “Good Looks, 
Good Health Week” window dis- 
plays—7,000 of them—will give a 
big chunk of space to Par’s good- 
looking, healthy stars. 

One amusing—but occasionally 
embarrassing—trade angle to the 
whole fabulous setup is the three- 
way struggle that goes with all the 
deals, with the Motion Picture Assn. 
in one corner, film companies and 
manufacturers in another, and local 
distributors in the third. The latter 
aren’t always too keen on the cam- 
paigns mapped by the big guys be- 
cause they very often have ideas of 
their own on how to sell certain 
merchandise in their own communi- 
ties. Occasionally they have what 
they regard as brilliant ideas for 
local tig-ins. They get them all set, 
and then the layouts featuring ‘the 
stars come along and blow their lit- 
tle deals sky-high. 


Pix Piug Product 


Film companies are always look- 
ing for angles to return the compli- 
ment to the advertisers, by giving 
the product a plug in the picture, 
feeling you'll “Love That Picture!” 
more by virtue of that extra line in 
the soap ad—brought on, in turn, by 
a fleeting glance of a bar of that 
particular brand of soap in the film. 
And that’s where the MPA steps in 
to restrain the over-ambitious stu- 
dios. 

Metro, 20th-Fox, Warners. and 
RKO are also in there pitching, with 
deals lined up with many of the ad- 
vertisers on Par’s agenda, plus 
others. But the big deals are by 
no means limited to the majors. 
David O. Selznick, for instance, can 
be cited for the tremendous amount 
of free bally he got for “Duel in the 
Sun.” 

Then there’s Universal-Interna- 
tional’s well-repaid setup with the 
Poultry and Egg Institute of Amer- 
ica on “The Egg and.I,” and Enter- 
prise’s splurges on “Ramrod,” “The 
Other Love” and the upcoming 
“Arch of Triumph.” 

Just what a little outfit can do in 
this line is demonstrated graphically 
by Ent’s “Arch” campaign, It in- 
cludes Butterick Patterns for the 
clothes designed for Ingrid Berg- 
man -by Edith Head, and Marion 
Harwood Keyes’ outfits for Ruth 








Warrick; Arpad’s “Arch” prints, de- 
signed by Robaix for dresses, 
|blouses, scarves, playsuits and a 
; bolero, as well as Arpad’s jewelry 
line. 

Then there are Aquatog’s rain- 
coat, adapted from Miss Bergman’s 
raincoat in the picture; Deltah 
Lily Dache “Arch” hat; 
Emma Domb’s Dresses; Bemberg 
Dresses: California Authentics; Co- 
blenz Handbags; Coro Jewelry; 
Sulka Ties; Knox Hats; Dorothy 
Gray Cosmetics; Florists Telegraph 
Delivery Service. 

Also set are Helbros Watches; Na- 


| tional Seciety of Hairdressers and 


Cosmetologists’ plugs for Miss Berg- 
man’s unusual short bob; Magnavox; 
Chesterfield, featuring Charles 
Boyer; “21” Brand Calvados; Strat- 
ford Pen, featuring Charles Laugh- 
ton; Scripto Pencils, featuring Lewis 
Milestone. And, last but definitely 
not least, Milestone in one of Cal- 
vert’s “Men of Distinction” ads. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 
There is considerable question in picture circles whether Eric John- 


ston’s activities in connection with the international situation will not hurt 
as much as help American films in the international market. 


In his press conference in Washington last Friday, and in his luncheon 
address in Chicago on Monday, Johnston got rough with the Russians 
and the Eastern European setup. The studios have never gotten much 
footage into Russia, but they have enjoyed a fair market in such Eastern 
European states as Poland and Czechoslovakia, which are among what 
Johnston calls Russia’s “‘vassal states.” 


There does not seem to be any doubt that these countries are dome 
inated by the Soviet Union. Question in some industry circles, however, 
is whether Johnston is being paid $100,000 a year to make public speeches 
raising merry ned with the Eastern European market. When Johnston 
makes those speeches he is always introduced as the front guy for the 
industry. 


Johnston’s. baggage back from Europe included a film gift from the 
Polish government to President Truman. The picture, titled “War- 
saw Dead, Warsaw Lives and Warsaw in the Spring,” was described by 
the prexy of the Motion Picture Assn. as a “splendid atmospheric film” 
and plotless, although not exactly a documentary. Johnston explained 
he would turn the picture over to the White House in the next few days 
and then would try to borrow the print from the President for a special 
screening to Hollywood producers 





Usual audience squawk about a picture—that it doesn’t follow the play 


or book from which it was adapted—won’t apply to William Cagney’s 


current production of William Saroyan’s “Time of Your Life.” Cagney 
has made no changes in the original Saroyan lines except to delete or 
modify those which wouldn’t get by the Breen office. Likewise, screen- 
play follows the legiter in being done completely in a single set, except 
for one scene. Set bears close resemblance to the barroom of the Broadway 
version. 


Close adherence to the original lines and the shooting of the film in a 
single set are such departures from standard practice that Cagney re- 
cently predicted the pic either will be the biggest success or the biggest 
flop ever to come out of Hollywood. Film, with James Cagney starred, 
has completed shooting and is now being scored. It is being rushed for 
release by United Artists before the end of the year, so it can figure 
as a contender for the Academy awards. Charles Leonard, Cagney’s rep, 
is expected in New York from the Coast Aug. 15 to prepare ad and sales 
campaigns. He'll remain east until after the film is released. 





Samuel Goldwyn headquarters in New York labeled “absolutely false” 
a statement last week in the bulletin of Allied Rocky Mountain Indepen- 
dent Theatre Owners that a deal had been approved on “Best Years of 
Our Lives” calling for terms of 30% with a sliding scale to 40%. Gold- 
wynites maintain they are sticking to their 70% demands. Spokesman 
declared the Allied bulletin must have the 70-30 percentage divvy “in 
reverse.” 





After a slow and disappointing teeoff, Metro is now figuring on “The 
Yearling” for a gross of about $4,500,000. Pic hit below-par for an 
Academy-award contender in all of its big city dates, but it is more than 
compensating in the later runs. 








Brit. Tax Compromise 


Continued from page 3 == 














regarding the film tax at a secret {of lack of American names in cast, 
meeting of Labor Party members of} British tycoon said. He _ refuted 
Parliament tomorrow (Wednesday).| Brendan Bracken’s statement, made 
Prime Minister Clement Atlee will|in the House of Commons, that 
be present. A public statement is | “Henry V” exploitation in America 
thought unlikely, however, until | could be cut a fourth and added that 
Dalton confers with Rank and re-|the cost of British film exploitation 
ceives Johnston’s recommendations, | in the U. S. generally was one-fourth 
Rank is expected to stress to Dal- | of that for American pictures. 
ton that the recently-approved act Rank drew applause from the 
permitting imposition of an ad{crowded room when he stated that 
valorem tax is a sword of Damocles | British motorcars would take longer 





hanging over the entire -industry 
both for American distributors here 
and for Eargland’s own horizons in 
America. 

Rank cites “Henry V” as already 
bringing back 650,000 “good Amer- 
ican dollars” to Britain and says that 
British pictures have been mounting 
constantly in popularity and income 
from America. He refused, though, 
to confirm his $12,000,000 playdating 
“deal” for his British pix in Amer- 
ica, revealed recently. It is obviously 
up to British pictures’ boxoffice per- 
formance fundamentally ~ whether 
Rank’s or Korda’s or anyone else’s 
films, Rank added. 

Rank is expected to see Dalton, 
Sir Stafford Cripps, prez of the 
Board of Trade, and other officials 
this week on the tax situation. 

Stresses Anglo-U. 8S. Ties 

British film topper told a press 
conference here last. Friday (25) 
that if the Dalton act was made ef- 
fective it would hurt the present 
cordial relationships between British 
and American film companies. He 
also outlined the prospects for Brit- 
ish-made pictures in the U. S. and 
details of exchange of stars between 
the two countries. 

Rank expressed concurrence with 
Johnston that the Dalton tax would 
set a dangerous international re- 
ciprocal precedent and will submit 
alternative proposals. Rank saw 
Johnston before he left for the U. S. 
last Thursday (24). 

Rank said that five circuits in the 
U. S. had promised to release his 
product and already have honored 
the agreement on three films. He 
estimated that American companies 
will take $60,000,000 from England 
this year. (They got approximately 
$70,000,000 last year.) He said that 
in May revenue from America was 
up 20% from April, that in June it 
was 20% up over May and that in 
July it was 30% up over June. 

Despite “Great Expectations” be- 
ing an American hit, it won’t gross 
big money in many towns because 


to popularize in America if given 
a free hand, than British films. He 
revealed that he hasean annual ar- 
rangement to import American stars 
for four to six pictures. Deanna 
Durbin may make a picture for him 
in England this spring. 

Rank starts large-screen television 
in six London picture houses late 
this fall, with the Dominicn cinema 
the key retransmission spot. 





Rank Aide to America 
London, July 29. 

Earl St. John, chief of production 
for the Rank organization, is slated 
to sail from England for the U. S., 
Aug. 9, aboard the Queen Elizabeth, 
his first visit to America in 11 years. 
Mrs. St. John accompanies. 

Couple is due to return around 
the end of September with William 
Goetz, Universal-International stu- 
dio production chief. 





Wingerter Gen’! Mgr. 
For de Rochemont 16m 


John J. Wingerter, former Time 
mag exec, has been named veepee 
and general manager of Louis de 
Rochemont Associates, Inc., new nar- 
row-gauge producing outfit formed 
by the erstwhile 20th-Fox producer. 
Rapidly filling its top echelon, de 
Rochemont firm has also taken on F. 
Borden Mace as exec assistzaiit to the 
president; John A. Haeseler as tech- 
nical consultant, and Victor Jurgens 
as Far East unit producer, with b.q. 
in Bombay. 

Company will begin production 
early in September on the first of 
its 86 two-reel geographical color 
pix intended for classroom use un- 
der title “Your World and Mine.” 
Series is to be distributed by United 
World Films, subsid of Universal. 

Wingerter, who resigned last week 





\from Time to move into the new 
| job, helped de Rochemout in the or- 
' ganization of March of Time in ‘1934. 
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Now Aussies May Follow Proposed 
British Tax on Distrib Earnings 


Sydney, July 22. + 


Industry hears that the Australian 
Labor Government will foliow the 
Jead of Great Britain, if given an 
okay, and switch from the present 
import duty of 16c, per foot, plus 
10% primage duty, on U. S. films, 
to a tax on actual earnings of Yank 
pictures. British tax is not in effect 
as yet, but it’s reported to have 
given the government here ideas on 
taxation 

Certain film business groups pre- 
viously have urged a Switch to the 
earnings’ tax, but the so-called ad 
valorem tax setup previously had 
been found unworkable. Those close 
to government affairs now say that 
a policy switch is more likely than 
at any time in the past. 

It has been argued that lesser films 
have to pay as high duty as the 
bigger pictures. Also that the in- 
dies may earn only a few hundred 
dollars while the major productions 
may take in thousands. 

Right now there is an obvious yen 
to conserve dollars in Aussie ter- 
ritory field via that close association 
with England, since the two coun- 


tries have labor governments. Nixing | 
‘ of certain import licenses covering 


the use of dollars is seen as a sign of 
general tightening on dollar take- 
away from Aussie. 

For years distribs in the Aussie 
field have tried to have that heavy 
duty on U. S. pix eased. Now it 
looks as though the rate may go 
higher if the earnings per film tax 
goes in. ° 


New Union Squabbles 
Over Wages in Mexico 


Loom for U.S. Distribs 


Mexico City, July 22. 

American distributors and most 
Mexican film distribs have that old 
headache again, with unionized help 
demanding yet another pay hike by 
the end of August, Pact, made in 
1945, which settled a strike then 
against several American and Mexi- 
can distributors, terminates at that 
time. Unions now insist upon get- 
ting the 50% pay boost they demand. 
They asked for the same in 1945, 
but settled for 10 to 30% tilts. 

Distributors sympathize with the 
demand for more coin since living 
costs in Mexico are four times what 
they were in 1939. But distribs say 
they don’t see their way clear to 
meeting demands because their biz 
definitely has taken a_ nosedive. 
Some say the slump is nearly 35% 
since the first of year. 

Present indications are that there 
will be a strike, but though there is 
some hope that the help may again 
take a cut in their demand as they 
did in 1945. 


Power Shortage Brings 
_ - Dimout in Mexico City 


Mexico City, July 22. 

Amusement biz here and in some 
other zones are feeling the effects 
of the power shortage that has pro- 
voked drastic six-hour daily suspen- 
sions of service. Theatres are worst 
hit. Shows are frequently disrupted 
although the houses that have their 
Own power plants have no trouble. 

Niteries switch their floor shows 
to dodge the blackout, and some sell 
the customers on the romance of 
lamps and candles. 


Palestine Films Sets 
Up Jerusalem Studios 


; Permanent film industry for Pales- 
tine soon will be established accord- 
ing to Norman Lourie, head of 
newly-formed Palestine Films, Inc. 
He revealed last week that the com- 
pany will have studios in Jerusalem 
and offices in N. Y. Production of 
both features and documentaries are 
planned. Teeoff of release slate is 
House in the Desert,” documentary. 
Playwright S. N. Behrman, Lourie 
said, will trek to Palestine in October 
for scripting chores on a feature to 
be shot at the company’s studio. 
Lourie was associated with 20-Fox in 
South African theatre operations 
Prior to the war. 

Other Palestine Films officers are 
Joseph Krumgold, veepee in charge 
of production. Slated to leave for 











the Holy Land Sept. 10, he’s long 
been a writer and producer for 
Hollywood film firms. Heading the 
N. Y, office is Victor M. Ratner, once 
Promotion director for Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 





‘Wicked’ Gets Special 


Dubbing for France 
London, July 22. 
Gainsborough’s “Wicked Lady,” 
film starring James Mason and Mar- 
garet Lockwood, is being specially 
dubbed for French distribution, and 
this dubbing gives a new slant for 
audiences in France. Intended to be 
| Straight escapist romance, 
| Showings in its present 
| France brought audience 
| reaction, 
Result is that the film is being 
| dubbed and reedited to make it into 
a comedy. 


US. Pix Under 


Par at Locarno 


Zurich, July 23. 
Although the recently completed 
| Locarno Film Festival did not award 
any official prizes, committee in 


| 
| charge released some “unofficial” 


opinions reported to represent votes 
‘of some 120 press reps from most 
European nations plus the U. S. and 


Japan. 

These give honors for film quality 
to Italy, which showed the second 
largest number of pictures. How- 
ever, generally agreed by pros at the 
festival that U. S. selections, which 
included no smash entries, were far 
from the industry’s best. Recap 
gives second place to France and 
puts Hollywood and England in third 
and fourth places respectively. 

Voting visitors named Rene Clair’s 
French made “Silence Is Golden,” 
starring Maurice Chevalier, as the 
best film. 

Here’s the released selections in 
full: @ 

Best full length features: “Silence 





but test 


form in 
laughter 








Is Golden”; runner-up, “Sciuscia” 
(Italian). 

Best shorts: “Palace of the Doges” 
(Italian); “Rape of a Country” 
(Dutch). 

Best direction: Rene Clair for 


“Silence”; John Ford for “Darling 
Clementine” (20th). 

Best femme stars: Jennifer Jones 
in “Cluny Brown” (20th), with Bette 
Davis in “Stolen Life” (WB) and 
Dolores del Rio in ‘Maria Cande- 
laria” (Mexican) tied for second 
place. 

Best male stars: Chevalier in “Sil- 
/ence” and Pedro Armendariz in 
“Candelaria”. 

Best femme character role: Anne 
Baxter in “Razor’s Edge” (20th); 
Maria Michi in “Paisa’” and ‘“Pre- 
ludio d’Amore” (Italian). : 

Best male character player: Wal- 
ter Brennan in “Clementine”; Rich- 
ard Haydn in “Cluny Brown.” 


Austrian Exhibs Get 
Jail for Nazi Collab 


Vienna, July 15. 

Franz Glawatsch was sentenced to 
four years, and his wise, Olga, to 
eight months in jail, besides con- 
fiscation of their property as a re- 
sult of their Nazi leanings. They 
were charged with aryanization of 
the Tivoli picture house, which in 
1938 belonged to Abraham Schoen- 
feld, who had to leave Austria after 
the occupation. Franz Glawatsch is 
the son of the late Franz Glawatsch, 
Vienna’s ace comedian and star in 
many Lehar, Kalman and Fall oper- 
ettas. 

Glawatsch “bought” the film the&- 
tre for about a thirtieth of its 
original valuation, 


vw e é > J . 

WB Wins ‘Juarez’ Suit 

Mexico City, July 29. 

Warners at last has won its case 
over “Juarez,” the national supreme 
court upholding its appeal in the 
suit by Porfirio Diaz, Jr. Back in 
1941 he sought $200,000 as damages 
resulting from WB's pic, “Juarez.” 
He charged the film slurred the 
character of his late father, Gen. 
Porfirio Diaz, who ruled Mexico 
from 1880 to 1910. 

The high court unanimously held 
that Gen. Diaz's character was not 
in the least infringed or otherwise 
damaged by the pic, and that the 
lower tribunal which granted the 
younger Diaz damages had judicially 
erred. 
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10 Firstruns in Mex. City 
Mexico City, July 22. 

The number of top firstruns here 
has been increased to 10 with the 
Opening of Cine Majestic, a 2,500- 
seater. It is another Emilio Azcar- 
raga circuit house, making four in 
all now. Opener was “Great Expec- 


tations,” shown simuleaneously with 
the Alameda. 


Azcarraga is soon to open three | 


more subsequent-runs here, 


North China War 
Sloughs All U. S. 
Picture Distrib 


Washington, July 29. 

The Chinese civil war has snafued 
the North China market for Ameri- 
can fiims and picture equipment, and 
U. S. companies are sending little in 
there, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce reports. Because of current 
war, there -is even difficulty in ob- 
taining accurate information about 
the number o* theatres in operation. 





Last year only about 30,000 feet of | 


U. S. prints were shipped _ into 
North China, one batch in Septem- 
ber and the other in December. The 
survey lists 14 towns in the Com- 
munist section which are believed to 


have film houses and seven in Na- 
tionalist territory. 


“North China theatres,” says the 
survey, “reportediy suffered no 
damage from hostilities throughout 
World War II, but they may have 
been affected by the present civil 


war. With the exception of the Asia 
theatre, completed by the Japanese 
during the war, there has been no 
new theatre construction in Tientsin 
for the past decade, nor are there 
any definite plans for such construc- 
tion in. the near future. It is re- 
ported that no films at all have 
been imported into China in recent 
months. The last films imported 
came in on a footage basis and were 
all feature pictures.” 


Only producer in North China is 
Cine Service, a semi-government 
monopoly whose main office is at 
Peiping. It turns out an average of 
one feature per month and an oc- 
casional newsreel. 


WON'T DEPORT ALIEN 





ACTORS FROM MEXICO 


Mexico City, July 22. 
Foreign entertainers, film players 
and others, illegally in Mexico, tech- 
nically, since not having their immi- 


gration papers- in order, have had a 
big load lifted. They are not to be 
fined or deported as was threatened 
some time ago. It was found that 
all these aliens are well behaved, 
and so it has been decided to let 
them stay as long as they desire. 

Picture Production Workers Union 
(STPC), which also has jurisdiction 
over stage performers, arranged 
with Dr. Hector Perez Martinez, 
Secretary of the Interior, to make 
the presence of these foreigners in 
Mexico legal. 








Current Lol Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, July 29. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Col’s’m (8). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (14). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (27), 
“Boys in Brown,” Duchess (5). 


“Deep Are Roots,” Wyndhams (3). | 


“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (3). 
“Edward My Son,” Majesty’s (9). 
“Ever Since Paradise,” New (8). 
“Here There,” Palladium (17), 
“Jane,” Aldwych (26). 

“Life With Father,” Savoy (8). 
“Nightingale,” Princes (2). 
“Noose,” Saville (6). 

“Off the Record,” Apollo (8). 
“Oklahoma,” Drury Lane (13). 
“Peace in Our Time,” Lyric (1). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (119). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (20). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (15). 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (13). 
“Sleeping Clergyman,” Crit. (6). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (65). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (15). 
“Trespass,” Globe (2). 

“Voice of Turtle,” Piccadilly (3). 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (62). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (13). 


Llewellyn Play Falters in London; 
Donat Pic F orcing ‘Clergyman Fold 








Small Pix Unit Setup 
Readied for Ireland 


Dublin, July 15. 

Here to complete arrangements for 
making second feature films with 
Irish backgrounds is Patrick Mc- 
Crossan, chairman and managing di- 
rector of a new setup to be known 
as Patrick McCrossan, Ltd. He plans 
films costing under $50,000 
doesn't propose to use star 
Outdoor shots will be done here with 
interiors in the London studies. 





| First story skedded is George 
|Patterson’s “The Jagged Wheel” 
which will be directed by Tommy 





Tomlinson; 
weeks. 


British Pix Show 


Gain in Finland 
Helsinki, July 15. 

While some 170 U. S. pictures im- 

ported into Finland last season from 

Aug., 1946 to June, 1947, comprised 

61% of all films, British screen pro- 

ductions have gathered some impetus 


shooting schedule is six 





in recent months. Parvis-Filmi, 
Finnish distributor for Eagle-Lion, 
has released “Magic Bow,” .“Matter 


of Life and Death” and “Men of Two 
Worlds.” Other * distribs have 
| brought in six additional British 
| films. 

| Analysis of the import situation re- 





|veals that almost all Swedish pic- | 


Shutter Argent. House 


tures find an outlet in Finland while 
French and Russian studios have fair 
representation. Local production is 
comparatively small. With only 11 
native pix exhibited on Finnish 
screens last season, production pros- 
pects are pointing up now with a 
trio or new features completed and 
slated for early release. 

Runnerup to the U. S. in film ex- 
ports to Finland last season was 
Britain with 33 pix. Some 25 Swed- 
ish pictures found playing time while 
20 French films were shown. 














| 
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BARRY TO TAKE VAUDE 
UNIT ON AUSSIE TOUR 


Sydney, July 22. 

Bobby Barry will bring a vaude- 
revue troupe out here for a run over 
the Tivoli circuit headed by Dave 
Martin. Barry was here several 
years ago with Harry Howard’s 
“Hollywood Hotel” unit that played 
for the Fullers and Snider-Dean 
chains. 

Also reported that the A. B. Mar- 
cus show is being dickered for Aus- 


sie via the Tivoli loop. Marcus like- 
wise played this zone many years 


ritish Film Briefs 


London, July 22. 

Alliance Films, Ltd., which is pro- 
ducing “No Orchids For Miss Blan- 
dish,” wants Jack Durant, Toy and 
Wing and Halama and Konaski for 
special cabaret scene. Film being 
made at Riverside Studios. Royal 
Command Performance due _ at 
Odeon, Leicester Square, with strong 
committee already at work. Under- 
stood this year’s choice will be an 
American film. 

‘Despite strikes, Sir Alexander 
Korda’s picture, “An Ideal Husband,” 
took less than the skedded 66 days, 
shortest time ever taken for big film. 
Vivien Leigh, star, of Korda’s “Anna 
Karenina,” has become expert gin 
rummy player, and takes on all chal- 
lengers during shots. Princess Eliza- 
beth’s favorite film star is David 
Niven, 

Not generally known that James 
Mason is a master of arts (M.A.). 
He took a degree in classics at Peter- 
house College, Cambridge, and origi- 
nally intended to be an architect. 
| Ronald Neame, now on work for 
'Cineguild Films on “Oliver Twist,” 
is already preparing his next picture 
for same company. This will be 
| love story based on H. G. Wells’ 
novel, “The Passionate Friends.” Ann 
Todd is to star. . .. Pic starts in 
January, with screenplay by Eric 
Ambler, who recently joined the 
company. ? 

















and | 
names. | 


London, July 29. 

Latest West End play failiug to 
click is Richard Llewellyn’s “The 
Noose,” at the Saville. Presented by 
Lee Ephraim and Bernard Delfont, 
it was generally well praised. Del- 
font, leasee of house, has decided to 
reduce the rental from $2,400 to 
$2,000, with cast working on mini- 
mum salary. 

The case of Henry Sherek’s re- 
vival of “The Sleeping Clergyman,” 
at Criterion, is different. Show stars 
Robert Donat, and has‘ been doing 
| fairly well but has to come off early 
jin August, as legit-film star is com- 
|mitted to Paul Soskin for the film, 
“Precious Bane,” which Robert Siod- 
mak has come over from Hollywood 
to direct. Sherek is dickering with 
Nicholas Phipps, film-scripter, for a 
new play, “Bold Lover,” to replace 
“Clergyman.” 

Quite a few new plays are due in 
West End shortly, despite the bad 
season and return of the heat-wave., 
First is Raenco Productions’ “Dr, 
Angelus,” new play by James Bridie, 
which comes to the Phoenix on July 
30. This will be followed by “The 
Bride Goes West” at the Winter 
|Garden on Aug. 6. It was originally 
jintended for St. Martin's, for which 
| H. J. Barlow, who is producing, was 
| dickering to acquire on long lease. 
| Deal fell through at the last minute. 
| Peter Saunders, newcomer to West 
| End production, has acquired a new 
;comedy “Fly Away Peter,” by A. P. 
| Dearsley, in which he makes his bow 
|as producer at the St. James's early 
| in August. Stars J. H. Roberts, Mar- 
|garet Barton and Peter Hammond. 











Where Actress Used 
Anti-Peron Sketches 


Buenos Aires, July 22. 

The Peron regime her: hit back 
at actress Sofia Bozan, who. has 
been startling audiences at the 
Maipo, musical revue theatre, with 
her antics in recent months. It 
shuttered the house for six days, 
allegedly on account of black market 
prices being charged at the boxof- 
fice for tickets. 

To make the price-fixing charge 
more plausible, the Board of Enter- 
tainment also shuttered the Apollo, 
which was running a harmless 
musical comedy, on the same charge. 

Show biz observers feel that price 
profiteering charge had nothing to 
do with the closing of the Maipo 
but was the Peron reaction to Sofia 
Bozan’s satirizing of members of his 
regime. The actress had been hauled 
before police’ chiefs Velazco and 
Bertollo on three occasions to ex- 
plain her various ad-lib antics, some 
obviously hitting at Senora de Peron. 


BREEN TURNS DOWN 
BRITISH ‘BROTHERS’ 


London, July 29. 

Sydney Box’s latest opus, “The 
Brothers,” starring Patricia Roe, 
Maxwell Reed and. Will Fyffe, has 
been turned down for U. S. by Joe 
Breen. Dubious dialog in some 
scenes is given as reason for John- 
ston office PCA reject. 

Another Box picture, “Good Time 
Girl,” just completed, with Jean 
Kent, Hugh McDermott and Bonar 
Collean as stars, has been banned 
by the British censor for similar 
reasons. 


Austrian Actors Ask 
Pay for Football Game 


Vienna, July 15. 

ANow actors here want to get 
paid when they play football even 
if it is for the Committee for Wel- 
fare of Returned Soldiers. This com- 
mittee staged a concert and show in 
the stadium here with a football 
game between well-known actors 
and old-time athletes as part of the 
show. 

Siegfried Breuer, one of the actors, 
demanded pay for playing, with 
others voicing their demands when 
he set the example. The committee 
told the actors to forget the whole 
thing, and go home. 











Grovas Gets French Pic Pact 
Mexico City, July 22. 
All-American distribution rights 
have been obtained by Producciones 
Grovas, topper pic producer-dis- 
tributor here for French films of 





Discina International Films Corp, 
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A Duty. 2 


A tremendous Pleasure 


ust about three years ago Warner Bros. acquired the most 
sought-after play in the entertainment world, “Life with Father”. 


ee It’s been in the making as a motion picture practically ever since 
Pa —a whale of a job of work as we well knew it would be. 





It was a big job not because it was a most important property — 





se important pictures have long been our stock in trade. The “thing” 
La about “Life with Father” is that it is a big, warm, funny portion of 
- American life; this is the reason we produced it. And in filming it we 
€ realized there was an obligation to the millions upon millions who 







had never seen the play, as well as to the millions who had. It was 
our duty to get over to them every wonderful moment that made | 
its stage engagement the longest ever known. 








On AUGUST 14th WARNER BROs, 
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Now “Life with Father” begins as a Technicolor motion picture. 
We of Warner Bros. are glad for the happiness it will bring the 
world over; and I personally am grateful to those who made this job 
and this duty such a tremendous pleasure to me. 


I am anxious to thank publicly its stars, Irene Dunne and 
William Powell; Elizabeth Taylor, Edmund Gwenn, ZaSu Pitts and 
| all the players; its guiding genius, director Michael Curtiz; its pro- 
| ducer, Robert Buckner; the screenplay writer, Donald Ogden Stewart; 
Max Steiner for the musical score;.and the thousands at the Studio 
who helped shoulder this responsibility. 


| Also my particular thanks to those without whose stage play 
Warner Bros. would have no Technicolor “Life with Father” on the 
screen:—playwrights Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse; play producer 
Oscar Serlin and the gracious Mrs. Clarence Day. 


hel are 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCER FOR WARNER BROS, 


FATHER 


i CHNICOLOR 


call JAMES LEICESTER Technical Adviser........MRS. CLARENCE DAY Makeup Artist..........0+:.00e PERC WESTMORE f 
| IAM McGANN, Dir. Set Decorations.....sssessseetersee JAMES HOPKINS Orchestral Arrangements... MURRAY CUTTER 
RAY FOSTER, AS.C. Wardrobe by.....ssseceresserseeees MILO ANDERSON Musical Director............... LEO F. FORBSTEIN 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 
“Melody Time,” produced by Rus- 
sell Markert, with Pati Haakon, 
Stephanie Antle, Joseph Levinoff, 


Olia Serova, Ken Davidson & Co. 
(5), The Parks (3), Marjorie 
Williamson, Earl Covert, M. H. 


Ballet, Rockettes, Prospectors Quar- 
tet, M. H. Choral Ensemble, M. H. 
Symph conducted by Charles Previn, 
“Bachelor and the Bobby-Soxer’ 
(RKO), reviewed in VARIETY June 
4, °47. 


Music Hall’s show this session is 
a bit on the livelier side than usual— 





and welcomely so. Unfortunately, 
however, it is unable to hold the 
sprightly pace all the way and bogs | 
in the finale when the choral en- 
semble takes over for a toc-lengthy 
and dull medley from Sigmund 
Romberg’s “New Moon.” Set is the 


familiar plantation manse, with the 





boys and gals colorfully overdressed 
in pre-Civil War_ lace. Marjorie 


Williamson and Earl Covert are 
principal warblers. It’s all too stiff 
and long-winded and doesnt touch 
the surefire curtain-drop provided 
when the Rockettes are held for the 
finale. : 
Rockettes, incidentally, 
themselves this. stanza. Producer 
Russell Markert has been highly 
generous in the amount of time he 
allots them—and every minute of it 
is to the good. Given an especially 
attractive set and pleasantly scant 
costumes, gals work to “Red Silk 
Stockings and Green Perfume 
while the Prospectors Male Quartet 
backs them. Plentiful gam-flashing 
with the Rockettes’ unexcelled pre- 
cision remains an unbeatable attrac- 
n. 
eallet opens the show with Paul 
Haakon, Stephanie Antle, Joseph 


outdo 





Levinoff and Olia Serova doing a 
“Harlequinade” routine. It’s 


are Ken Davidson & Co., in David- 
son’s standard badminton exhibition, 
and The Parks, a gal and two men 
in an excellent and unusual balanc- 
ing act. Davidson has done a nice 
job of spiking his racquet turn with 
comedy, via trick shots, and running 
commentary of an announcer. There 
are also two gals in the act who 
turn over the cards indicating the 
score, building it to a company of 
five. Herb. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, July 24. 
Dolly Dawn, Ross Wyse, Jr., with 
eggy Womack, Lew Nelson, Mil- 
ourne Christopher, Lewis and Van, 
es Rhode House Orch; “Calcutta” 
(Par). 


Current Olympia layout rates solid 
audience response via neat blend of 
variety. ; 

Fast pace is set by Lewis and Van 
n tee-off slot with tap trickery. 

recision heel and toe work sends 
them off to solid salvos, to cue warm 
reception for acts following. ; 

Milbourne Christopher’s sleight- 
of-hand work with ropes maintains 
pace. Guy works smoothly, ac- 
comped by fast eens which adds 
to values. Off to hearty reception. 

Emcee chore is handled adequately 
by comic Lew Nelson. It is in his 
own spot that he makes his presence 
felt with a routine of fresh sounding 

ags and special material songs. 

ated the enthusiastic sendoff he 
ot. 

° Songstress Dolly Dawn has gone 
well in this house in previous en- 
gagements and repeats in click fash- 
jon this time out. Blends stint 
cleverly with accent on the jump 
numbers but works in “Glocca 
Morra” for neat change of pace. En- 
cores with band leading bit for boff 
reaction. 

Closers Ross Wyse, Jr., and Peggy 
Womack, garner heavy load of 
laughs with their burlesque adagio 
and screwy chatter. Tall, graceful 
gar contribs artfully contrived acro- 





ance to sequence and makes a per- 
ect foil for Wyse. 
Les Rhode’s house orchestra backs 
show in usual effective style. 
Lary. 


Hippedrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, July 26. 

_ Harry Babbitt, Ish Kabibble, Leon 
Navara, Joey Preston, Joe Lombardi 
and house orch (12);“New Orleans” 
(UA). 


Well selected layout is paying off 
at the b.o. Name strength via Harry 
Babbitt and Ish Kabibble, fugitives 
from Kay Kyser’s orch; local inter- 
est in p.a. of Joey Preston, juve 
drummer currently spotted § in 
“Fiesta”; and solid showmanship of 
vet Leon Navara, adds up to smooth 
playing setup and maximum audi- 
ence response. 

After a brief bit of acro dancing 
by an unbilled femme, Navara takes 
on emcee stint for brief gagging and 
an intro’ of Ish Kabibble, trumpet- 
playing comic with trick haircut and 
a dead pan as main props. Lad 
essays some comedy verse, gags,-a 
prop trumpet and a parody winding 
up with some legit handling of his 
horn to a rather pleasing getaway. 
Gets plenty of recognition on en- 
trance and should build a stronger 
routine for his current stint in 
vaude. 

Navara is next with his stuff at 
the ivories and it’s solid from the 
teeoff. Changes pace smartly and 





lively | Outfit tees off with a Catlett original, 


and colorful, although the principals | “Out of Way,” followed by “Organ 


do not show themselves to great | 
advantage. } 


_H. regulars | 
Turns added to the M. H g ‘the theatre’s amateur hour, 





gives * Pe ade a 
ovate Pe ope Se ae 
mi ie strictly A belorr a, 


mightily 
caught, ‘ : . 
Babbitt is a pleasing vocalist with 
an easy style which holds his 
auditorg to every phrase. Gives out 
with “Sunny Side of Street,” “My 
Desire,” “Cecilia,” “If I Loved You,” 
“Peg O’ My Heart” and “Mam’selle.” 
Encore in kid falsetto is a pleasing 





novelty and extra dish of oldie “Who 


Wouldn’t Love You” is just right. | 


State, N. WY. 

Fields, Adrian Rollini Trio, 

a erbert, Pansy the Horse, 
anor & Mignon, Winter Sisters (3); 

Louis Basil House Orch; “High Bar- 

baree” (M-G). 


Benn 





Pruning job to trim 10 minutes or 
so off the State’s current stage lay- 
out would have aided much in boost- 
ing the bill into a well-paced session. 
Outside of its overlength (show ran 
more than 70 minutes when caught), 
it’s a neat mixture of music, dancing 
and comedy, grooved for midsummer 


Joey Preston next with a torrid | taste. 


sesh of drumming, well received. —_ | 
Musécal backing by Joe Lombardi | 


and house orch on stage, a standout | 
|} from curtain to curtain. 


Biz big. 


Apollo, N. ¥. 
Catlett Orch. (12), 
Orch. (6), 


Sid 
Cobb 


skin Chorus (8), Spider Bruce & Co. 
(4); “Sepia Cinderella” (Herald). 





With Sid Catlett and Arnett Cobb’s 
orchestras holding down the musical | 
wing of the fort, current offering at 
this Harlem showcase is a sprightly 
entertainment package ribboned with 
a line of chorus girls and boys. 
Chorines haven’t been featured at 
this house in months and they’re a 
nice change of pace. Tagged “Night 
Club Revue,” show opens with an 
unbilled male singer introing four 
couples garbed in evening attire fol- 
lowed by a line of eight ponies and 
four chorus boys. Group is backed 
by an appropriate drop. 

Emcee Freddie Gordon, a slight, 
ingratiating chap, opens with a nov- 
elty vocal paving the way for drum- 
mer Sid Catlett’s 12-man combo. 





Boogie,” which spots tenor saxman 
Eddie Davis in a neat solo. Larry 
& Jimmie, announced as grads of |} 
are a 
fair terp team. Run through some 
acro stuff, splits and taps but need 
more polish and better execution. 
Spider Bruce garners strong returns, 
in a standard comedy bit. 

Catlett’s combo, comprising three 
rhythm, four reed and five brass, has 
a staccato style that’s built chiefly 
around it’s leader’s skinbeating. One 
of the jazz greats, Catlett shows he’s 
very adept with the sticks on “Mop, 
Mop,” which wins a hot mitting. 
Band backs the show and in general 
does a creditable job. 

Four Notes are a vocal group 
along the lines of*the Charioteers, 
Vagabonds, et al. With guitar ac- 
companiment they open with 
“Across Alley from Alamo” achiev- 
ing solid harmony effects. Follow 
with so-so arrangement of “That’s 
My Desire” and close with «bur- 
lesque of the spots. For the lat- 
ter, quartet warbles “I Can’t Stand 
Losin’ You.” Some portions are so 
exaggerated that it’s not in keeping 
with good taste but nevertheless lads 
finaled to a fancy reception. 

To the warbling of “Pretty Girl 
Is Like a Melody,” chorus does a 
production number smacking of bur- 
lesque, but it draws audience appre- 
ciation. Gordon, whose emceeing 
chores are comparatively minor, 
does another novelty vocal, “Give 
Me a Fat Woman,” for okay results. 
Clad in top-hat and tails he also does 
some nifty stepping with a stick, a 
la a drum major, for healthy ap- 
plause. 

Arnett Cobb’s Sextet (Band Re- 
views) rounds out show. 


Million Dollar, L. A. 


; Los Angeles, July 25. 
King Cole Trio, Benny Carter and 
All Stars (6), Mack & Ace, Marie 
Bryant; “Shoot to Kill” (SG). 





It’s an all-music show being of- 
fered this week, with King Cole Trio 
headlining the bill. Trio is in top 
form with seven songs. Group kicks 
off closing spot with “Route 66,” 
following up with “Come in Out of 
the Rain,” “Don’t Learn That in 
School,” “Meet Me in No Special 
Place,” “Breezy and the — 
Baby I Need You” and a closer 
shared with Benny Carter's special 
six-man musical crew. Each song 
sells big and opening show audience 
still wanted more. 

_ Benny Carter and His All Stars 
is new aggregation formed by leader. 
It still needs smoothing out as a 
unit but that will come. There’s a 
strong piano and Carter's top alto 
sax work to carry the major load. 
other instruments are bass, drums, 
tenor sax, trumpet and trombone. 
Carter’s arrangements, very sharp 
from musician standpoint, need to 

made more commercial for gen- 
eral audiences. His sax work on 
opener, “No Name Bop” is mellow. 
Drums are good but tenor sax and 
trombone fail to register. Next num- 





' 


ber, “Malibu” demonstrates Carter’s 
ability to weave interesting tones 
around pop piece and give it con- 
siderable edge. Same_ goes for 
“Cocktails For Two,” a standout for 
popular listening. “Conga Roo” has 
a promise not entirely fulfilled by 
sidemen’s interpretation and “Lover” 
fails to hold interest. 

Mack and Ace prove solid jitter- 
bug dance team that pleased. Marie 
Bryant, vocalist, uses more body 
English than tone quality on “Pig- 
foot Pete,” “Why Should I Be Topsy” 
and “Pocketful of Dreams.” It is the 
bumps and grinds between choruses 
that help her get by. Brog. 








Burm. | 





Arnett | 
Freddie Gordon, | 
Larry & Jimmie, Four Notes, Brown- | 


Benny Fields is back in the next- 
to-closing and does his usual stand- 
out job of selling tunes on pure 


showmanshi snow-how. Employing | ‘ 
howmanship kno ploy © | ways opening day, and finally went 


practically the same repertoire that 
ne used in his Copacabana, N. Y., 
stint last winter, Fields gets the audi- 
ence with him at the start and has 
them practically eating from 
hand at the windup. Sporting 
summer tux with his standard top 
hat and walking stick props, he tours 


nhana 


| the gamut of pop oldies, demonstrat- 


ing convincingly that nostalgia pays 


off. There are the usual tribute to | 


Al Jolson, audience participation and 
allusions to his Blossom, earning him 
a well-deserved begoff. 

Adrian Rollini Trio furnishes the 
instrumentalized music for the bill, 
offering solid rhythm with vibra- 
harp, bass and guitar. Little smile 
now and then would be a welcome 
relief from the boys’ stolid dead- 
pans, but they please anyway with 
their music. They tee off with a 
nice jump beat on “Mardi Gras,” 
slow down a bit for “Tea for Two,” 
perk up again with “Limehouse 
Blues” and walk off to heavy ap- 
plause in a jazz rendition of “Minute 


Waltz,” with the Rollini doubling 
at piano. 
Winter Sisters, a trio of well- 


muscled blonde gals, open the show 
with a neat bit of acro-terping, pro- 
viding a flash with spins, hand- 
springs, etc. Balancing routine offers 
a good change-Of-pace and they 
come back with ultra-fast tumbling 
spins to complete a good turn. Pansy, 
the Horse, with Ann Evett in the 
trainer’s role that gave Virginia 
Mayo her show biz start, is a crowd- 
pleaser. Horse’s gyrations, dance 
steps and nonchalant way it disobeys 
the trainer’s orders draw hearty 
guffaws, with Miss Evett’s cheese- 
ae appearance aiding consider- 
ably. 

Tim Herbert, brought in as a last- 
minute replacement for the ailing 
Paul Regan, has a lot of new mate- 
rial that doesn’t all get across. Im- 
personation of nitery performers is 
good, as is his takeoff on a hammy 
thesper, but the Mexican peon rou- 
tine falls flat. After a slow warm- 
up, he finally wins the audience with 
his eccentric dancing and ambles off 
to okay response. 

Dance team of Manor & Mignon 
have a difficult assignment in fol- 
lewing Fields but their well-exe- 
cuted ballroomology, demonstrating 
that they’re equally fine dancers, 
gets them nice mitting. They please 
with waltz, tango and flamenco num- 
bers and close on a novel touch with 
an_ interpretation of George M. 
Cohan’s ‘song hits. 

Louis Basil’s house orch, playing 
from the pit this session, does its 
usual excellent backing job. Stal. 


Param’t, Portland, Ore. 
July 21, 1947. 

Hoosier Hot Shots (4), Dewey sis- 

ters (2), Martha Mears, Curt Massey, 

Max Terhune, Ike Carpenter Orch. 


(12), “The Trouble With Women” 
(Par.). 





Manager Frank Pratt is smiling 
these days as current package shows 
bring an increased volume of biz. 
Hoosier Hot Shots Jamboree heads 
a one hour and twenty minute stage 
show playing to excellent biz. 

Fun-promoting Hoosierites are 
very generous with their encores, 
playing tunes requested by members 
of the audience and receiving heavy 
response throughout. They use most 
of their best known recorded tunes, 
best being “It Couldn’t Happen At 
the Metropolitan.” Also do some 
legit stuff with “Someday” going 
over well above par. Timing is ex- 
ceptionally good as is their exhuber- 
ant clowning. Vigorous palmpound- 
ing requires four encores. 

Dewey sisters click in the opening 
slot with an act entirely new since 
last seen here with the Ted Lewis 
band. Opening scene is pointed up 
with mock thunder and lightning as 
the girls come on stage in raincoats. 
Peeling off the slickers, they are 
decked out in snappy midriff sailor 
suits. They go into a routine of pre- 
cision tumbling and tricky terping 
with a few contortion bits thrown in 
for good measure. They receive the 
best hand of the bill. 


Max Terhune, western movie star, 
entertains with clever ventriloquism 
stint and some snazzy tricks. M.C. 
Curt Massey takes over from there, 
Singing a group of westerns initiated 
by “My Adobe Hacienda.” Massey, 
formerly with The Westerners, does 
a good job of holding his listeners. 

Ike Carpenter’s orchestra executes 
a beautiful arrangement of Liszt's 
Second Hungarian Rhapsody and an 
original’ jump tune, “Streamliner.” 





This youthful band, led by 


i} Carpenter's piano has some fine 





| sailing é ) 
|taking over as emcee in addition to 


his | bad 
a new | Paced by Colonna and Hank Sieman 


._| with an able assist from Martez & 
| Delita 
| ground by the Jimmie James orches- 





arrangements and should do well for 
themselves. 

Martha Mears ends the show with 
a group of pepular tunes, She 
whams them with her warbling and 
has a style of presentation that hits 
the spot. The house was full when 
caught with show drawing good take 
all week. 


Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, July 25. 
Jerry Colonna, Hank Sieman & 
Archie, Martez & Delita, Jimmie 
James Orch, with Gene Stewart, 
Mary Ellen; “Web of Danger” (Rep). 





This bill played three different 


along with Jerry Colonna 
his own substantial chore as head- 


liner. It’s a good, clean fun show, 


and routine musical back- 
tra. 

Highlight is Sieman ventro turn, 
in which Colonna takes part in a 
nifty four-way conversation. Sie- 
man gags with Colonna through his 
dummy, at the same time gabbing 
with a girl called up from the audi- 
ence. Sieman tops this for laughs 
by taking Colonna on one knee and 
the girl on the other, using them for 
dummies. It’s a good stunt. Colonna 
gives the show pace and color with 
his snappy introductions and be- 
tween act gags and puts up his free- 
style singing jn his own turn, exer- 
cising his tonsils on “It Might As 
Well Be Spring,” “Caroline,” “Long 
Ago and Far Away” and “Saloon” 
for a click reaction. 

Martez & Delita also get a nice 
hand for their acrobatic dancing and 
balancing stunts with a light comedy 
touch. 

James band is good for sound but 
slow for action, specializing in dance 
arrangements that are frequently 
too long and unanimated for stage 
entertainment. It’s best is a solid 
if not brilliant “Begin the Beguine.” 
Mary Ellen, vocalist, reveals a nice 
voice and personality in “Blue 
Skies.” Gene Stewart registers 
moderately with “Red Silk Stock- 
ings and Green Perfume.” 

Biz okay when caught. Corb. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, July 25. 
Sue Ryan, George Prentice, Stu- 
arts (2); Juvelys (2), Bob Knight 
featured with house orch; “Ghost 
and Mrs. Muir” (20th). 





Plenty of meat on the bone this 
week, with Sue Ryan, the slick sing- 
ing comedienne topping the layout. 
Gal clicks throughout with her en- 
joyably raucous offering. Her best 
offering is the little job about no 
mustard for Frankie (i.e. an outsized 
wiener on roll which she uses for a 
prop.). She ag along fine also 
with “Zip-A-Dee Doo Dah” with 
variations, and opens with a number 
about a jazzy kid brother who can’t 
ie ne the classics, Encore is 
“Chi Baba” as it might be sung by 
a couple of odd female characters. 

George Prentice has a pong 
fast moving puppet show in the old 
fashioned European tradition which 
did very well with adults when 
caught and is a wow with the kids 
during matinees. It’s all slapstick 
with Punch and Judy, a cat, a rabbit, 
a skunk and a devil all showing up 
at various times and all flailing each 
other with a board. 

Richard and Flora Stuart are a 
smooth ballroom dance team, noth- 
in sensational, but a comfort- 
able spot filler which closes the bill 
nicely. On a considerably higher 
plane is the opener, the Juvelys, a 
top notch balancing and juggling 
act, which features a shapely blonde 
balanced atop a ball on the head. of 
her partner while both twirl hoops. 
This is one of the strongest openers 
this house has had in some time, 

Sam Jack Kauffman’s house orch 
brings in Bob Knight this week for 
a turn with the steel guitar. He hots 
it up plenty with “Night and Day,” 

St. ,Louis Blues,” “Bells of St. 
Mary’s” and “Hold That Tiger.” 

Lowe. 





New Act 


JACKIE CAIN 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

Hotel Sherman, Chicago 


Jackie Cain, 19-year-old torchy 
songstress, who has created a stir at 
southside nabe niteries, is finally hit- 
ting the bigtime with her opening at 
the College Inn of the Hotel Sher- 
man. A tiny gal, Miss Cain at first 
looks a bit lost on huge flcor at the 
Sherman, but as soon as she begins 
piping “Happiness Is Just a Thing 
Called Joe,” she impressed with a 
one and new vocalizing personal- 
ity. 

The petite singer pours a youthful 
ambition into “Poinciana” and “I 
Oniy Have Eyes for You,” but her 
habit of working on top of mike 
cheats aud of expressive personality. 

Her voice is fresh, her arrange- 
ments are heavy and suit her “catch 
in the throat” offerings. With an ex- 
pansion of her material, and more of 
same hard work, she'll be writing 
her own ticket. Hunt. 














Wednesday, July 30, 1947 — 
Roxy, N. Y. nial 


Hermanog Wiiliams Trio, Mauric 
Rocco, Abbott & Costello, Audrey 
Young, Joe E. Howard; “i Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Her Now” (20th), ree 
viewed in VARIETY June 11, °47. 





Old gags, old bits of business but 
still the same old crowds. That's 
Abbott and Costello for you. 


There’s hardly a piece of new ma-« 
terial being done by the veteran com- 
edy team, but only if you're apt to 
be a little too captious would yoy 
be conscious of this factor. A&C 
have their comedy down to a fine 
art, and there’s hardly anything they 
do—however old—that doesn’t stir 
laughs from even the most inveterate 
A&C listener. 

From burlesque, to musicomedy. to 
pictures and radio—that’s the climb 
of the pair, and now that they're 
back in the vaudfilmers there's no 
doubt that they maintain the pace 
of their previous successes, though a 
couple of gags are out of the Minsky 
files. 

Roly-poly Lou Costello is a master 
of the “hurt” look, the “dumb” re- 
joinder, and he gets all the laughs, 
as usual. And Abbott? Here’s one 
of the fastest, glibbest foils for any 
comic, and when anyone starts dis- 
cussing what a funny fellow Lou 
Costello .s, remember, it’s a guy like 
Bud Abbott who is considerably re- 
sponsible for those laughs. 


The way Abbott darts those lines 
at Costello! He’s of a lost clan—the 
oldtime, expert straight without 
whom a comic could hardly get a 
laugh—‘“the other guy.” At any rate, 
he’s in good company. Remember 
Ben Bard, George Le Maire? They, 
too, were “the other guys.” But don’t 
make any mistake about Costello, 
either. They’re a distinct comple- 
ment to each other. Audrey Young, 
young screen star out of their last 
pic, does one song negligibly, but 
she’s here mostly for s.a.—and has it! 

Otherwise, this is a show that to 
some extent carries out the flavor 
of the screen’s tenant, “I Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Her Now,” the pur- 
ported biog. of songwriter-showman- 
performer Joe E, Howard. Howard 
is on stage for some song and dance 
out of another era; and on open- 
ing day George Jessel, producer 
of the pic, and June Haver, femme 
star of the film, made personals to 
assure the getaway. 

It’s tough to judge the standards 
of any show with Jessel, since he 
adds so much to it, always. But it's 
a fitting tribute to the layout gener- 
ally that it has clicked without him 
since opening day. 

Otherwise, the rest includes Mau- 
rice Rocco, in one of his frequent re- 
turns, doing, as usual, his stand-up 
fingering of the keys in an as-always 
showmanly presentation. Give him a 
chair to be seated, to put it face- 
tiously, and the guy would be out of 
show business. 

The Hermanos Williams Trio of 
two males and a blonde gal singer- 
with-guitar feature the men’s al- 


ways-entertaining acrobatic tangoing, 
and without 
mussed, at that. 
The whole layout, as usual, gets a 
handsome presentation. 


getting their hair 


Kahn. 





Cuffo Guestings 


(loom Continued from page 1 





“and it’s ours,” says Par, hiding be- 
hind the hairline technicality. 

Marty Lewis, Par radio topper, 
says Par’s people are being used 
solely to exploit Par’s own product. 
Joker in it all, however, is that show 
ends Aug. 1, when Johnson returns. 
Even if MPA gets its dander up due 
to others beefing, Par will have got- 
ten its plugs over and the event 
ended before official hearings start. 

Then Samuel Goldwyn’s studio got 
in the soup, though it’s disclaimed, 
due to Tommy Dorsey having “lined 
up” for his disk-jocks airer a host 
of players from the cast of “That's 
Life,” in which he’s working. Arch 
Reeve, MPA information head, stated 
that Goldwyn studio was guilty of 
three counts, the cuffo, platter and 
jockey bans having been violated in 
that instance. Studie released the 
story that Danny Kaye, Virginia 
Mayo and others were set to guest 
for Dorsey, who had badgered them 
in the commissary. It was all great 
until the story broke the same day 
of Par’s impending castigation, then 
came a flood of denials from ail 
corners, 

Reeve’s statements anent Goldwyn 
were denied, and studio took the 
stand that it was not responsible tor 
the actions of Dorsey. Miss Mayo 
would be refused to Dorsey “if and 
when we are approached,” it was 
declared, femme player being sole 
Goldwyn-controlled personality. Pre- 
viously it was intimated around that 
the Goldwyn plant felt free to play 
with Dorsey due to having a “con- 
fidential” agreement that permitted 
it—provided the studio supervised 
sale of the platters to preclude 
abuses by local sponsors. Now that, 
too, is denied, along with Reeves 
known statements about “open v0- 
lations,” and so Dorsey is carrying 
the biame. 
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AND NEW M-G-M RECORDS EVERYWHERE! 


CHICAGO — Best all-time opening day! 

LOS ANGELES — Record first week! 
ALBANY -— Biggest gross in 4 years! 
MILWAUKEE — Best week in $. years! 
COLUMBUS — Opening challenges 5-year high! 
CLEVELAND —Same story here! 
NASHVILLE— New opening record! 

_ INDIANAPOLIS — Next to $ year top opening! 
MONTICELLO, N. Y.— New. house.record by far! 
GLENS FALLS, N. Y.—Ties all-time record! 
DALLAS —Ranks with biggest biz in 10 years! 
KANSAS CITY—New all-time week’s record! 


(This could'go on forever but thére’s no more spact.) 


















SYDNEY ADOLPHE AVA 
GREENSTREET - MENJOU - GARDNER 
KEENAN EDWARD 
M-G-M’s = WYNN - ARNOLD 


Screen Pray by LUTHER DAVIS » Adaptation by EDWARD CHODOROV and 

» GEORGE WELLS + Based on the novel by FREDERIC WAKEMAN 

Directed by JACK CONWAY + Produced by ARTHUR HORNBLOW, Jr, 
A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE 
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Marshall Fieid’s Chi Times Buy 

In the sale of the Chicago Daily 
Times, afternoon liberal tabloid, to 
Marshall Field, 3d, publisher of the 
Chicago Sun, Robert Walshaw, sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Times, 
reported that 60,000 of the desired 
65.000 shares of stock had already 
been acquired before formal notice 
asking for shares at $60 per had 
gone out to general stockholders. 
{Before the announcement Wed. (23) 
stock was being handied over the 
counter for about $35.] Total out- 
standing stock is 88,977 shares. 


When the sale becomes final Times 
will continue in its present form, 
with the Chicago Sun changing to 
tabloid form. Both papers put out 
a Sunday edition which will be com- 
bined and also put out in smaller 
form. 

Sun, presently printed at the Chi- 
cago Daily News, will move to the 
Times plant on Wacker drive until 
its building higher up the river is 
completed in the next two years. 
Times will share in the Sun’s news- 
print allotment. Rumors that Dale 
Harrison or Irv Kupcinet would be 
out as result of the merger were 
denied by James Mulroy, now asst. 
managing ed of the Sun, who is 
scheduled to be managing ed when 
sale is completed. Same general 
setup will follow in the radio and 
amusement sections. According to 
terms reached between Richard J. 
Finnegan, publisher of Times, and 
Field, present personnel will remain 
on the afternoon sheet. 


Approximate amounts that large 
Times stockholders would realize 
from the sale of their stock based 
on last reported share holdings are: 
Richard J. Finnegan, prez and pub- 
lisher, $346,000; L. J. Abrams, $112,- 
000; Robert Walshaw, $108,000; Russ 
Stewart, $112,000. Finnegan will be 
exec v.p. in charge of operations of 
the two papers, Abrams will con- 
tinue as ad head for the papers with 
circulation head being J. F. Shana- 
han with Don Walsh as his associate. 
Merger should be completed within 
the pext 60 days. 





Munsen’s Lecture Junket 


Gorham Munson, Prentice-Hall 
editor, is slated to speak during Au- 
gust before both the Pacific North- 
west Writers’ Conference and the 
Rocky Mountain Writers’ Confer- 
ence on “How Authors Should Be- 
have Toward Publishers and Vice 
Versa.” 


In addition to the Pacific North- 
west speech, Aug. 5, in Seattle, he’ll 
also interview prospective authors in 
the Seattle area from Aug. 3 to 10. 
Similarly, he’ll be available for au- 
thors’ huddles in Colorado from Aug. 
12 to 15 at Boulder. He’s also slated 
to speak at the Univ. of Colorado on 
“Open Secrets of the Professional 
Writer.” 





Lister City Ed. of Phila. Bulletin 


Walter Lister, former managing 
editor of the defunct Philly Record, 
has been appointed city editor of the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. He 
replaced Emerson Hassrick. 

Lister, who was city editor of the 
New York Post before going to the 
Record, had been in charge of fac- 
simile research for the Bulletin be- 
fore taking over his city desk as- 
signment. 


June Herder, assistant drama critic 
of the Record before it folded, has 
been named city editor of the Jewish 
Times, Philly Anglo-Jewish weekly. 


Maeterlinck Files Suits In N. Y. 


Objecting to alleged extra-cur- 
ricular deals made by his agents 
and, publishers on several of his 
works, 85-year-old Belgian drama- 
tist Maurice Maeterlinck, Monday 
(28), brought two N. Y. Federal 
court infringement suits against Paul 
R. Reynolds & Son, literary reps, and 
Dodd, Mead & Co.:, publishers. Same 
defendants were also rapped in a 
third action filed in N. Y. Supreme 
court in which the playwright seeks 
an accounting of books published 
and handled by them, 


In his first Federal court suit, filed 
by his attorney Sol Dubrow. Maeter- 
linck charges Dodd, Mead and the 
Reynolds firm with alleged in- 
fringement of his story, “Life of the 
Bee,” which he wrote in 1901. Later 
it was translated from the French 
into English and the copyright was 
renewed in 1928. He claims the de- 
fendants infringed by allowing oth- 
ers to use an adaptation and revision 
of the “Bee” in 1944, without his 
knowledge and consent in a tome 
called “The Book of Naturalists.” An 
injunction, damages and an account- 





ing of the profits derived from use of 
the alleged excerpts is asked. 


Other Federal court suit, besides 
naming Reynolds and Dodd, Mead, 
also sues the Whitman Publishing 
Co. and Grosset & Dunlap, reprint 
publishers. Maeterlinck charges his 
play, “The Blue Bird,” published in 
book form by Dodd, Mead, was-in- 
fringed since 1919. He alleges that 
Reynolds, along with Dodd, Mead, 
granted reprint rights to Whitman 
and G & D for use of his “Maeter- 
linck’s Children’s Blue Bird Story 
Book” and “Maeterlinck’s Chil- 
dren’s Blue Bird Paint Book.” He q 
claims they had no right to reprint 
the matter and asks an injunction, | 
an accounting plus delivery of the 
infringed material. 





Gen, Rose’s Screen Biog 


Life story of the late Maj.-Gen. 
Maurice Rose, who was killed in 
Germany in World War II, is being 
prepared for the screen by Robert 
Casey, war correspondent, who ac- 
companied Gen. Rose from North 
Africa through Sicily, Italy, Belgium, 
France and Germany, when he 
headed the Third Armored Division. 
Story is also being prepared for fall 
publication. 

Title of script, “The General Rose 
From The Dead,” is based on the 
incident of Rose’s parents being no- 
tified of his death in the first World 
War, but he survived what was 
thought to be fatal wounds. Casey. is 
working with the War Dept. and the 
general’s widow. 


> 





CHATTER 


Dorothy Langley and Joseph. Than 
writing a novel, still untitled, for 
publication by Prentice-Hall. 


Joseph Pagano’s next novel, “The 
Condemned,” will be published in 
September by Prentice-Hall. 


Kap Monahan, Pittsburgh Press 
drama critic, wound up his annual- 
tour of the Hollywood studios. 
Phyllis Calvert signed to write a 
2,500-word story about Hollywood 
for Leader Magazine of London. 

Jack O’Brian, AP drama editor, 
now reviewing phonograph records 
once a week for afternoon AP 
sheets. 


Charles Hoffman sold his novelet, 
“I Didn’t Know It Was Loaded” to 
Cosmopolitan mag for early publi- 
ation. : 

Los Angeles Press. Club enter- 
tained Hollywood flacks at a cocktail 
party, with the newspapermen pick- 
ing up the check. 

William L. Shirer’s “End of a Ber- 
lin Diary,” sequel to his “Berlin 
Diary,” slated to come off Knopf’s 
presses in September. 


Stephen Longstreet is novelizing 
his screenplay, “Silver River,” for 
publication by Julian Messner in 
New York and Clarence Winchester 
in London. 

Joseph Shearing’s “So Evil My 
Love” slated for Sept. 17 publica- 
tion by Harper’s. Film version of 
novel is now being made in England 
by Hal Wallis Productions. 


Coronet mag will publish a con- 
densed version of “Man-Eaters of 
Kumaon,” the story slated for, film- 
ing by Monte Shaff and Frank Rosen- 
berg for Universal-International re- 
lease. 

Lillian Albertson’s book, “Motion 
Picture Acting,” will be -published 
in November with forewords by 
Adele Rogers St. John, Leo Mc- 
Carey, Rosalind Russell, Cary Grant, 
Ben Piazza and Jesse L. Lasky. 


After reading love poetry on the 
Chicago air for 18 years, Franklyn 
McCormack is publishing his collec- 
tion of poems in two _ volumes, 
through Winston & Co., Philadelphia. 
First book will be 260 pages of “Why 
I Love You, and Other Poems 
From My Book of Memories,” and 
will be out in February. The second 
volume, a supplementary issue, will 
be released shortly thereafter. 

Louise Mace, drama and film edi- 
tor of the Springfield (Mass.) Re- 
publican for many years, has moved 
over to the Springfield Union in a 
Similar capacity. Republican hasn't 
resumed publication since a strike of 
mechanical unions last September. 


W. M. “Bill” Reddig, longtime liter- 
ary and feature editor of the Kansas 
City Star, went south last week to 
become associate editor of the Char- 
lotte (N. C.) News. He was well 
known to show biz for the many fea- 
tures of show people and books about 
the trade which he spotted on the 
editorial and book pages of the Star. 


Leo’ Hofeller has steppea out of 








day Mirror magazine section. Hof- 


eller formerly served stints as pic- 
ture editor of the N. Y. Daily News. 
During the war, he held down jub 
of pic editor for Yank’s 21 editions. 
He’s been awarded Legion of Merit 
for his efforts in the latter job. 





Legion Invasion 


continued from page 1 


being forced to face Legionnaire 
“mischief,” stayed away from the 
Times Square area, thereby putting 
more reverse English on the box- 
office. Legit producers issued spe- 
cial half-price ducats for matinee 
performances but found these went 
begging. Two legit openings sched- 
uled for the week of the convention, 
in fact, were postponed because biz 
was off so much. 


While it’s impossible to detrmine 
yet whether the forthcoming con- 
vention will present New Yorkers 
with the same rat-race as the 1937 
affair, the fact that the Legion now 
comprises many youngsters who 
fought in World War II is expected 





Love That Legion 


Current Broadway show biz 
sentiment on the forthcoming 
American Legion Convention, 
slated to tee off a four-day New 
York, stand on Aug. 27, is per- 
haps best summed up by a crack 
made by Rialto theatre manager 
Arthur L. Mayer following the 
Legion’s 1937 meet in N. Y. Said 
Mayer: 

“I love the Legion, 
some other region.” 
Seat ae PEE AENEID I OA 
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to add to the general hellion atmos- 
phere. Convention officials de- 
clined to estimate how many del- 
egates were expected in August but 
revealed that at least 65,000 would 
march in the parade up Fifth avenue 
Aug 30. These, together with their 
wives and families and other tour- 
ists who usually tag on to such af- 
fairs, are expected to boost the total 
to well above the 100,000 mark. 


Officials are still striving madly 
to secure enough hotel accommoda- 
tions, with most hotels from, the Bat- 
tery to the Bronx already canvassed 
for rooms. Eateries, department 
stores and other shops are expected 
to benefit greatly from the conven- 
tion, since about 45 percent of an 
estimated $6,000,000 spent during the 
1937 affair went to such establish- 
ments. ° 


Meet will open with a huddle by 
the national executive committee in 
the Hctel Pennsylvania headquarters 
Aug. 27, but will actually get under 
way the following day, when Presi- 
dent Truman, himself a legionnaire, 
is slated to address a joint session 
of the Legion and its auxiliary at 
Madison Sq. Garden. In addition to 
the parade, the biggest event is ex- 
pected to be the “Celebrity Night” 
staged at the Garden the night of 
Aug. 30, with Bob Hope, Rita Hay- 
worth and other show big names 
A to provide the entertain- 
ment. 


Convention officials have lined up 
many forms of entertainment for 
the delegates, including the usual 
sightseeing tours, yacht cruises 
around Manhattan, tours of Radio 
City, etc. In addition, 12,000 seats 
have been reserved for delegates at 
Ebbets Field, Brooklyn, for a Brook- 
lyn Dodgers-Chicago Cubs baseball 
game Aug. 28, and arrangements 
have been made for delegates to at- 
tend the trotting races at Westbury, 
L. I, the same day, 


Coney Island will feature a spe- 
cial American Legion Day, Aug. 29, 
with $25,000 worth of fireworks to 
be displayed. 


Cold Feet 


Continued from page 1 









nothing more than a fill-in. There is 
no reason, they say, why radio can’t 
be a year-round proposition, with 
equal. regard for better program- 
ming, even though the Bennys, the 
Hopes, the Cantors and the Allens 
check off for 13 weeks. 


‘ Too, it’s pointed out that radio 
fails to take advantage of the dif- 
ferent composition of daytime audi- 
ences during the summer months 
when entire families can be reached. 
Thus agencies and sponsors are seen 
as muffing an opportunity of éxperi- 
menting with new shows in the 
cheaper daytime hours. 

But primarily it’s a case of disil- 
lusioning the client who, given a 
more accurate picture of full sum- 
mer audiences, might be enticed into 
staying on the air or putting addi- 





his spot of editor of the N. Y. Sun- | 


tional coin into summer shows. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully ossssssessscssey 


: Coco, Colo., July 20, 

Just how far the great psychosis is likely to spread until Hollywood 
either becomes one huge snakepit, or pictures go back to the age of inno. 
cence, is the question of the moment. -How far it will go is indicated in 
“And Now All This,” by W. C. Seller and R. J. Yeatman, published in 
1932. In order to complete Section IJI the authors went to extreme 
lengths. They tossed up, the loser marrying, having a baby and so forth, 
thus leaving the winner to develop infantile psychology. 


In 15 years we have regressed plenty. An underground report slipped 
to me by Rip Hanson and Bud Freeman, a pair of navigators currently 
between wars, indicates we may expect more of “Possessed” and less of 
“Great Expectations.” A few expurgations of their document can’t be 
avoiced. 


The testimohy concerns Liam Olafski, an agent, and Ralph Waldo Rew- 
ster, a writer whose cloudy connection with the “Egg and I” and “Rew. 
ster’s Millions” have made him quite a literary figure in Hollywood. 


When asked to shelve his artistic conscience he tells the agent that can 
be done by adding a small fortune to the price. The mere thought of 
having a Saroyan on his hands makes the agent ill, though he claims he 
has only one small ulcer, and that’s from actors, not money. 


Rewster: If you don’t think my artistic degeneracy is worth $20,000 I 
might look for another agent. 


Olaf: Rewster. Please. I’m not a well man. 

Rewster: Money can do that. 

Olaf: Till we get to that, stop going to pictures. Don’t listen to radio, 
Take it easy. Stop reading. One day I see you with the Wall Street 
Journal. Today it’s the New Masses. 

Rewster: It’s growth. You wouldn't understand. 

Olaf: Hokay, I don’t understand. Growth, I don’t understand. The pic- 
ture business I understand. You think that’s easy? 

Rewster: I admit as a capable agent there’s a place for you in society. 

Olaf: Am I Jim Farley? Do I bother you socially? Do I call you names? 
Hokay. Let’s stick to business. 

Rewster: A pertinent suggestion. 

Olaf: What Metro wants from you is a psychological drama. 

Rewster: A psychological drama, eh? 

Olaf: Look, Rewster, what is so topical? 
saleable as a psychological drama? 

Rewster: Frankly, Olaf, I thought a story about the housing shortage... 

Olaf: What housing shortage. Who cares? We want Van Johnson with 
a past and Lana Turner brings it out of him. That’s what the people 
want. 

Rewster: How about “Andy Hardy’s Neurosis?” 

Olaf: Juvenile delinquency? 

Rewster: I thought I might switch my “Andy Hardy Grows Bald” story 
around and... 

Olaf: Business! Agreement? Business. 

Rewster: Okay, Olaf. I’ve been reading a few of Freud's case histories. 

Olaf: Ahhh! Freud. I was saying only yesterday to Max what Freddy 
Martin can do to Tschaikowski, you can do to Freud, 

Rewster: Thanks, Olaf. 

Olaf: For a client who ts a friend, nothing. 

Rewster: See what you think of this. 

Olaf: Shoot! 

Rewster: The hero, a Ray Milland type... 

Olaf: I like it! 

Rewster: The hero is suffering from agoraphobia— 

Olaf: Two questions here. Two questions. Is that bad and is it commer- 
cial? 

Rewster: It lends itself to exploitation, Olaf. 

Olaf: Look, Rewster, to me you don’t have to explain. 

Rewster: Anyway, the hero is afraid of public places. So the whole pic- 
ture is played with the hero on his back under a bed. 

Olaf: This has limitations. No movement. I don’t know, Rewster. 

Rewster: Early in the picture he meets the girl. Ingrid Bergman type. 

Olaf: That’s good. Make her a social worker. 

Rewster: She’s a mattress inspector. She comes in to check the mattress. 
Now right here there are two ways the story can go. 

Olaf: Two ways? é; 

Rewster: We can tell the whole thing in retrospect or we can play this 
as their first meeting. For the audience to know that they are old 
acquaintances all she has to say is something like, “Still in there 
pitching, eh?” 

Olaf: You think Bergman can handle this? 

Rewster: I’ve got a lot of faith in Bergman. 

Olaf: True! Go ahead. 

Rewster: When the girl leaves, he undergoes a tremendous emotional 
struggle with himself. He wants to go with her, but he’s afraid. 
Now we have this first flashback. 

Olaf: This tells why he’s under the bed? 

Rewster: You're right with me. We go back to his youth. The hero is 
one of 17 children; the offspring of a sheepherder named Julius. 

Olaf: Wait a minute, Rewster! You're fooling. Who has 17 children? 
Even Metro can’t afford this. 

Rewster: Okay, seven. Anyway, Julius and his family live on the great 
sheep plains of Idaho. 

Olaf: Idaho? Who made Idaho? Monogram? 

Rewster: I think it’s still virgin territory. 

Olaf: Good title. “Idaho!” I like it. 

Rewster: Well, I'll make it short. A great storm comes up. One by one 
Julius and his family wander out onto the prairie first, looking for 
lost sheep, then for each other. 

Olaf: And the hero was left alone? 

Rewster: Right! Flashback centers around a displacement of effect, sort 
of a transference neurosis. ; 

Olaf: This is in flashback number two? 

Rewster: You're right with me! This is the punch. Freud!! 
still under the bed, identifies the bed with his mother. 
the bed is his mother! 

Olaf: Freud says this? 

Rewster: Not specifically, but this is the idea: the hero is torn between 
his instinctive mother yearnings and his hatred for her as a person. 
Mo was too fat. She never wore a girdle. She treated him shab- 

ily. 

Olaf: Now it sounds like psychology! 

Rewster: Well? 

Olaf: Well? Is that all? ‘ 

Rewster: You don’t like it... 

Olaf: Did I say I didn’t like it? 

Rewster: I can tell! “ 

Olaf: I lay my cards on the table. I have a criticism. 

Rewster: Overwritten? 

Olaf: No Rewster, the style I like. Buteit’s too documentary. 

Rewster: You're treading on my artistic conscience, Olaf! 

Olaf: Couldn’t we take. out the mattress? 

Rewster: Sure we could open on a padded cell. 

Olaf: In Idaho? 

Rewster: In Mattewan. 

Olaf: Ahhh! 

Rewster: That adds $20,000 to the price. 

Olaf: Why did I ever specialize in writers? 

Rewster: For money, what else? 

(Olaf begins chewing the fringe, which is made of soda bicarb, us the 
curtain falls.) 
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Schenck As 





ormerly been chairman of the 

poard. ; 
“Schenck does not want any dis- 

fen cams to destroy one of the 


os of affection for UA, having 


reat companies of the film indus- 
try,” declared Sears. 

Sears pounded home the point that 
any act of Schenck’s would be com- 
letely binding on Chaplin and 
Miss Pickford, including appoint- 
ment of a new president. When that 
office will be filled is uncertain. It 
might be days and it might be 
months, averred Sears. 

Solace to Banks 

“Meanwhile, the banks and the 
people who distribute through us 
have the solace of knowing that 
Schenck is in complete charge,” UA 
yeepee added. “The appointment of 
Schenck is the most constructive 


thing that ever happened to the) 
company in that he will settle the| 


management problem. That in the 
absence of a signed document he has 
agreed that he will select a new UA 
president. As a result, Schenck will 
have complete trusteeship over UA’s 
tangled affairs, with proxy to vote 
the co-owners’ stock and _ select 
. their board of directors. Schenck is 
doing all this in an_ unofficial 
capacity. I think Schenck fully 
realizes all the problems inherent in 
the present management of United 
Artists.” 

Producers and their representa- 
tives, who attended the meeting, 
were completely surprised when the 
announcement was made, because 
they had anticipated that this would 
be a protest meeting about 


ment. Some producers dissented be- 
cause Chaplin had not yet signed 
over his power of attorney to 
Schenck. Majority opinion, how- 
ever, was favorable. 

also reviewed UA British 
problem for the pro- 
in last Wednes- 


Sears 
distribution 
ducers. He planed 
day from London. He said he asked 
producers for guidance regarding 
what they want him to do about 
overseas distribution, advising he is 
in a position, through deals set up 
in England, to “duplicate the revenue 
we got out of our former circuit 
deals.” He gave recommendation on 
how this should be done. 


The ‘Hindrance’ 
On-again-off-again aspects of Si 
Fabian-Serge Semenenko negotia- 


Continued from page 3 =& —_ 


pro- | 
crastination in selection of manage- | 





UA Mediator 














Coslow, Charles R. Rogers, Cliff 
Broughton, representing Howard 
Hughes; James Nasser, Raiph Cohn, 
Sonny Chaliff, representing Miss 
Pickford; Arthur Kelly, representing 
Chaplin; Hal Roach, James Cassidy, 
Sam Dembow, George Pal, Walter 
Lantz, Joe McDonough, representing 
Howard Hawks; Sam Bischoff, An- 
drew Stone and David Hopkins, rep- 
resenting Enterprise; Paul Lazarus, 
Jr., UA’s ad-publicity chief, also at- 
| tended, 





Plug Everything Outside 
That’s to Be Seen Inside, 
Says 20th’s Levathes 


With the public now shopping for 
lits film fare, it’s time for exhibitors 
plugging 





ito begin 


competition, according to Peter G. 
Levathes, recently upped to 20th- 


reels, cartoons, etc., the film in- 
dustry has been taking them for 
granted, but it’s now necessary for 
exhibitors to advertise on the out- 
side of their theatres everything 
that’s to be seen on the _ inside, 
Levathes adds. 





Shorts, Levathes explains, can be; TOA. It’s just a question of which 
used to give another element of at- one will accept. 


traction to the film program in addi- 
tion to the feature. They can rep- 
resent that added “plus” value that’s 


beginning to slip. He cited the way 


'automobile salesmen lay special 


stress on all the gadgets featured in | need a man who can speak on even 


new cars in their sale pitches to the 





Well...It’s Almost Cohen! 


Date for the Washington con- 
vention of American Theatres 
Assn. and the Motion Picture 


Theatre Owners of America to 
ratify their merger has been 
shifted, and here’s how it hap- 
pened. 

Original time, Sept. 22-23, was 
fixed by Si Fabian, ATA prexy, 
and Herman Levy, MPTOA 
counsel, following the joint New 
York board confabs. But Robert 
Coyne, ATA’s exec director, re- 
vealed that the 23rd was the eve 
of Yom Kippur, the most im- 
portant of Jewish holidays, and 
notified Fabian and Levy of it. | 
After a few exclamations of 
consternation duo decided to 
speed the meet to the 19th and 





Fabian and Levy are Jewish 
—Coyne is an Irish Catholic. 





everything on| «—s- 
|their programs, especially shorts, if | tends to fill in only 
they expect to buck the increased | required to iron the wrinkles. Prob- | 


Fox shorts salesmanager. While the} who’s 
public has long been sold on news-| Jarge circuit. 


| 
| 


. |; ing 
all-important today when grosses are | 


{terms with 


public as an example of how exhibs | 


|should exploit shorts to the fullest. 
‘Proper ballyhoo on shorts is especial- 
lly necessary now when low rentals 


lon them constitute one of the most | 


{irritating thorns in the side of-dis- 
| tributors. 


To further that idea, 20th-Fox has | 


| embarked on a long-range policy 


lof producing shorts with added ex- 
|ploitation values that exhibs tan con- 
lvert into extra cash. While rentals 
| will be hiked only in those situations 
| where they're “too far out of line,” 
| Levathes said, it’s hoped that the 
'plan will bring more revenue to 20th 
through increased playing time. In 
|addition to stepping up the number 


Farmed-Out Writing’ 














Counsel Levy | 


Continued from page 4 








so long as he’s 


abilities are that he'll join Ted | 
Gamble, ATA’s board. chairman, 
rapidly piecing together a 


There’s an implied understanding 
between the boards of the two units | 
that top-echelon spots will be halved 
as equally as possible between the 
two groups. Either Gamble or Si 
Fabian, ATA prexy, will be asked 
to take over as board chairman of 


With Fabian, Gamble and Fred 
Wehrenberg, MPTOA chief, ald tell- 
the steering committee’ that 
they’re not available for TOA prez, 
the strategists are in a prime stew. 
As one official put it this week, “We 





Charles Skouras, E. V. 
Richards or Karl Hoblitzelle, and 
that’s not easy to find. The most 
likely choices have put themselves 
out of the running. It’s a big hole | 
to fill and should be decided in ad- 
vance of the convention.” 


D.C. confabs will have three major 
problems once merger is okayed. | 
They are (1) selection of officials; | 
(2) 
venture into trade practices; (3) 
designation of general functions of 
the new org such as public relations, | 
tax work, etc. 





| which is his legal right as a director 
20th. — 


Santell’s 5506 Budget Boost For 
Darkness’ Led to Row With Yates 











Yates - Goetz 
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of the deference due a customer— 
especially in a highly competitive 
field. 

As a result of German’s attitude, 
Goetz has not been able to get too 
tough in his squawks. He’s there- 
fore limited himself to demanding— 


extensive information about Rep’s 
expenditures and income. He, 
attorney and accountants have been 
giving concentrated attention to this 
data. 

Goetz has maintained that the 
dope supplied him is not altogether 
exhaustive enough for his needs and 
is expected to ask at tomorrow’s 
meeting for additional statistics and 
further breakdowns of some of 
those already supplied him. 


Yates arrived in New York Mon- 
day (28) for the meeting. He had 
stopped over on the way east for 
preem of “Wyoming.” He returns 
to the Coast over the weekend. 
Goetz, who came into New York 
last week for the board conclave, 
also goes back to California over the 
weekend. 


his 








‘Hucksters,’ ‘Stranger’ 
Eyeing Record Business 
After Opening Dates. 


Metro’s “Hucksters” is heading for | 
grosses second only to the firm’s rec: | 
ord “Gone With the Wind” and Para- | 
mount’s “Welcome Stranger” may, | 
on the basis of six test engagements, 
emerge as Par’s all-time boxoffice 
Both estimates are based | 
on company figures. | 

“Hucksters,” which day-and-dated | 
in 142 situations, is averaging 35 per- | 


champion. 


decision on how far TOA will! cent over Metro’s usual top films, | 


according to one company sales of- 
ficial. Pointing out that the first 
1,000 dates usually constitute at least 
70 percent of a picture’s entire do- 
mestic gross, the Metro spokesman | 
reveals that the first week of the| 
142 bookings has chalked up $90,000 
over the first 142 situations playing | 





7 Hollywood, 


R 


tions were explained by Sears as|o¢ shorts releases and turning out 
hindering the deals he was arrang-| several new series which are cur- 
ing overseas. Every day it looked| rently in the works, 20th. also plans 
like the Fabian deal might be made. | to try to convince exhibs to advertise 


“Yearling,” Metro’s top grosser for | 
1947 to date. Comparison with the 
opening week’s run of “Gone” isn’t 
possible because the latter film 


Key to Squabble Of 
Paramount and SPG 


June 28, 

A difference of $550,000 between 
Alfred Santell’s original and final 
budget estimates on “Sea of Dark- 
ness” was the immediate cause of 
the producer’s departure from Re- 
public last week. Santell and Rep 
decided to call it quits on their two- 
a-year deal after Rep prexy Herbert 
J. Yates laid down the law to all the 
company’s producers on budget econ- 
omies 

Santell’s original estimate on cost 
of “Darkness” was $850,000. Before 
the pic was ready to go into produc- 
tion, figures came to $1,400,000, 


Baal 
lifial 


Yates asserted his belief that that 
was out of line with potential in- 
ceme, and refused to approve the 
budget. 


Frank Borzage is in the middle of 
a similar hassle with Yates on “Cross- 
winds.” Producer has worked out a 
budget of $1,400,000. Yates won't go 
for more than $1,000,000. Disagree- 
ment may result in Borzage’s fellaw- 
ing Santell off the lot. Decision prob- 
ably will be reached next week, on 
Yates’ return from a board meeting 
in New York. 

Yates and Borzage were previously 
at odds, it is understood, on the pro- 
ducers first two pix, “I’ve Always 
Loved You” and “That's My Man.” 
Borzage is said to have exceeded 
budgets, with Yates registering 
strong objection. Borzage, on his 
part, has been squawking at what he 
claims is bad handling of the pix by 
ep. 

It was the exceeding of budgets 
that brought on the Rep prexy’s ex- 
plosion at a meeting of the company’s 
producers last week. He charged the 
filmmakers with carelessness in not 
seeing that their pix came in at the 
cost and on the day estimated. He 
said that running over budgets had 
become a regular practice and must 


| stop. 


At least part of the pressure Yates 
is putting on the producers is be- 
lieved to be in answer to criticism 
leveled against the company on ratio 
of profits to income during the lush 
war and postwar period. Charges 
have been made by the Harry Goetz 
interests in the ownership. 








— 


Slashed Costs 


Continued from page 5 








that has been hung on picturemak- 
ing since the start of the war has 
been, without argument, unavoid- 














Assuming that it did go through, their shorts along with features. 


it was within the realm of pos- 
ibility that Semenenko, Fabian’s 
Doaicen, who has $9,000,000 invested 
in Eagle-Lion, and is also tied in 
with RKO, Universal and J. Arthur 
Rank, might have amalgamated 
Eagle-Lion and UA. That would 
have automatically brought a tie-in 
with Rank’s huge overseas distribu- 
tion and exhibition setup. 

“All I've been trying to do is get 
the decks cleared. I couldn’t make 
& move with this possibility of a tie- 
up with Rank, on the other hand, 
we couldn’t command respect or 
demand playing time with owner- 
Ship of the company rapidly de- 
teriorating.” 

There are “unlimited possibilities” 
in the appointment of a new presi- 
dent, Sears said. “The only type of 
president, as I see it; is one who 
can command capital for production 
and acquire showcases in various 
Parts of the world.” 

Production coin should probably 
Tun about $5,000,000, Sears added. 
Distribution chief's own moves from 
here on will depend on whether or 
not he continues to supervise foreign 
distribution, “which I have been 
trying to get rid of for two years.” 

Sears hopes the new president 
Will relieve him of that responsi- 
bility. He added, that UA controls 
50% of Odeon Cinema, which in 
turn owns 52% of Odeon Theatres, 
Lid., thereby giving UA 26% owner- 
ship of the circuit. 

Sears will stay on the Coast a few 
more days for further confabs with 
Schenck and the producers. He'll 
also huddle with Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford on release of “Verdoux” 
and “Sleep My Love,” their own 
productions. 
Producers and their reps present 
. the meeting were Lester Cowan, 
Fegan, Nebenzal, associate Gene 

renke, Hunt Stromberg, Ben 
ge Carl Leserman, Lou Hy- 
Boyd. presenting Sol Lesser; Bill 
Robert Golden, 


Boris Morros 
Le Ba ron, : 





| Levathes, formerly executive as- 
|sistant to Tom Connors when the 
latter was 20th’s veepee over sales, 
reveals he’s been toying with the 
new shorts policy for some time but 
became convinced of its necessity 
during his recent trip through 20th’s 
|/exchanges in the south and midwest. 
He cited the case of one firstrun 
house in Milwaukee which adver- 
tised its shorts on the marquee. 
That's the type of exploitation that’s 
needed now, Levathes stresses. 


Set Aug. 26 Start 
For Bergman’s ‘Joan’ 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Walter Wanger announced Aug. 26 
as the definite starting date for 
“Joan of Lorraine,’ which he will 
produce for Metro release with 
Ingrid Bergman starring and Victor 
Fleming directing. Start had been 
delayed because of the difficulty of 
clearing six sound stages on the Hal 
Roach lot. 

Costuming problems were another 
cause for delay. Script demands a 
huge array of medieval armor, etc., 
which take plenty of time to make. 








Arthur Kelly Seen 
Rank-UA Liaison 


Arthur Kelly, Charles Chaplin’s 
representative on the United Artists 
board and former UA foreign chief, 
is expected to be the liaison man in 
ultimately patching up the impasse 
between J. Arthur Rank and UA in 
England. 

Rank’s managing director, Teddy 
Carr. is understood disposed to give 
playdates to some dozen UA pic- 





tures currently backlogged through 
UA’s inability to get them booked | 





Lewis Rachmil, Edward and | 
Bill | 


Edward Sutherland, Sam , 


into Rank’s circuits heretofore. It's | 
| understood that this will obviate the | 
necessity for UA sales chief Grad | 


anic 
VALI Ene 


Squabble has developed over the 
question of whether Paramount can 
farm out its feature-writing chores 
to freelancers under the company’s 
pact with the Screen  Publicists 
Guild. Par’s unit of the SPG is de- 
manding that the post of feature 
writer, eliminated when the com- 
pany let out Fred Hodson some 
months back, be restored. 


Spot was erased when the com- | 
pany insisted it didn’t need a full- 
time writer. SPG unit argues 
farming-out process is violation of 
its contract, which provides that any 
member of Par’s flackery can be| 
given the gate if the company elim- | 
inated the job as unnecessary. Unit’s | 
reps and Par Officials are currently 
dickering. 

Unit isn’t asking that Hodson be 
reinstated but that someone be hired 
in his place. It’s indicated SPG par- 
ent org will be asked to intercede if’ 
the unit doesn’t win out. 


NASSOUR’S $1,750,000 
~ FOR STUDIO, OFFICES 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Edward Nassour has earmarked 
$1,750,000 for a new studio and two- 
story office building. 

Ground tenants, beside Nassour’s 
own administrative offices, will be 
Pine - Thomas, Marathon, William 
Wilder Productions, Zenith Produc- 
tions. Plans are now before the L. A. 
zoning commission. Dave Garber, 
Nassour’s general manager, is in 
charge of construction. 








A-C’S NEXT, ‘BRAIN’ 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will 
make “Brain of Frankenstein” at 
Universal - International after the 
“Noose Hangs High,” their current 
outside stint at Eagle-Lion. 

Robert Arthur will produce, with 


slated to start in late October. 


played at roadshow scales on a two- 


a-day policy in all situations. “Huck- 
sters,” on the other hand, is playing 
at regular admission prices and, in- 
stead of the 70 percent-30 percent 
deal obtained for “Gone” it’s being 
sold the same as any top Metro pic- 
ture, with the sliding-scale arrange- 
ment figured to bring it up to 50 
percent in most Lookings. 

Par sales veepee Charles M. Rea- 
gan, basing his statement on an 
analysis of each of the test runs, ex- 
pects “Stranger” to be the biggest 
boxoffice attraction in our history, 
boxoffice attraction in company’s his- 
tory, including “Going My Way.” Lat- | 
ter, with the same starring team of 
Bing Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald, 
who are also in “Stranger,” earned 
more than $6,500,000 domestically for 
Par. Grosses for “Stranger” in its test 
runs in Kansas City, Rochester 
(N. Y.), Atlanta, San Francisco, Min- 
neapolis and Winnipeg, either 
equalled or exceeded the grosses 
raked in by “Way,” though the lat- 
ter picture played at larger houses 
in several of those cities. Reagan 
expects to hold about half-a-dozen 
more test runs for “Stranger,” in- 
cluding several in smaller towns, be- 
fore establishing rental terms for the 
picture. General release date will 
await the establishment of terms. 


Three on WB Roster 
Get War Dept. Awards 


Hollywood, July 29. 








Three civilian awards for “patri- 
otic service in a position of trust and | 
responsibility” will be made to 
three members of the Warners staff | 
at a luncheon to be tossed by Jack | 


able. Upped labor costs and increase 
in prices of materials have beer. an 
international phenomenon and cer- 
tainly not perculiar to Hollywood. 
On the other hand, however, stock- 
holders and numerous company 
execs feel they are justified in 
squawking about evident sloven- 
liness in the economics of produce 
tion. 

Because producers and directors 
have known that they wouldn't be 
too closely held if they slipped a 
few thousand dollars over budget 
or a few days over shooting sched- 
ule, belief is that they haven't 
strived too diligently at their finan- 
cial or production deadlines. Excuse 
usuaily is the extra effort being 
made for perfection. 

That won't go anymore, however. 
Too many pictures have proved 
recently that perfection—at least at 
the b.o.—doesn’t necessarily cor- 
relate with cost. RKO’s “Crossfire,” 
which cost little more than $600,000, 
and Universal's “Brute Force” are 
— pix currently demonstrating 
that. 

Another stinger, of course, to the 
high-price boys was Orson Welles’ 
trick this month of bringing “Mac- 
beth” in at Republic one day under 
his 21-day schedule, and slightly 
below budget at that. Cost was 
about $650,000. 

Welles was aided by the scheme 
of extensive rehearsals before going 
on the sound stages. His cast got a 
thorough break-in via doing the 
Shakespeare opus in legit. 


Chetham-Strode to Do 


Metro’s Prize Novel 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Metro signed Warren Chetham- 

Strode, British playwright, to write 





L. Warner next week. | the script for “Return to Night,” the 
Michael Curtiz, Gordon Hollings- | studio’s 1946 prize-winning novel by 

‘head and William L. Guthrie will ;, Marie Renault. 

‘receive citations signed by General | Currently Chetham-Strode is script 

Carl Spaatz, Major General F. L.| ing the Bing Crosby starrer that 

Anderson and Robert P. Patterson, | J. Arthur Rank will produce in Eng- 





Sears to return to England to see; Charles Barton directing. Film is who recently resigned as Secretary | land, He will report to Metro in 


of War. | October. 
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Paramount predicted it... 


The Industry. predicted it... ¥ s¢oing.sy-WAY? DAYS ARE HERE AGAING 
The critics predicted it... | 7 


Now the boxoffice proves it... 


ff 

GEL 
TOPS “GOING MY WAY? 
DAY APTER DAY. EVERY DAY 


IN FURST COMPARISON DATE 


® ATRADIO CITY, MINNEAPOLIS! 
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“*Tis me silver-throated 
croonin’ that’s got the 
public swoonin’...” 


- “Ah, Junior—you’re a broth 
of a boxoffice boy...” 
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~~ Johnston Doesn’t Choose to Run 


Washington, July 29. 


Eric Johnston last weekend added his name to the list of those wha 
don’t want to run for the vice-presidency. Asked at his press con- 
- ference about his politicai intentions, he said: “lI have no desire at 
the present time to accept any political office. I’m immersed in the 

film program and am anxious above all to do that job. 
“I share with all American males the fancy that I'd like to see my- 


self in the White House, but I know that I have no chance. 


I'm a 


business man and I expect to continue as such.” 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy also observed, “I have no delegates,” 
and added that there will be no “draft” either now or in 1948. 


s 
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—— 
England at the disposal of the very 
strapped. nation via investment in 
British government bonds. 
ston also has somee ideas for other 


investments in Britain and the Em- | 


re. 
v meday’s huddle will be of the 
poard of directors of the MPA and 
of foreign managers and execs of 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. All 


company prexies who are in New | 


York are expected to attend. John- 
ston will give them a full report on 
the British situation and the entire 
European picture as he views it fol- 
lowing the six-week tour from 
which he returned last Friday (25). 
A private meeting of directors only 
will be held in the afternoon. 


MPA prexy found the British in| 
-no way 


obstinate or insistent on 
pushing the plan of Hugh Dalton, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, for an 
ad valorem duty on American pix. 
The British know that something 
must be done, and that’s the only 
scheme they have at the moment. 
They are perfectly willing, however, 
Johnston found, to listen to alterna- 
tives, and thus he has worked out a 
number of them. 

There’s some slight possibility the 
MPA topper may return to England 
to present his final plan himself. 
It’s hoped, however, that it will be 
ih such concrete form that it can be 


given the British by Faye Allport, | 


MPA’s British rep. Johnston is 
planning to return to England in 
October, but not in connection with 
the present negotiations. 





‘Restrictions Might Boomerang’ 
Washington, July 29. 

Eric Johnston, at a press confer- 
ence here last Friday (25), declared 
the Dalton tax” plan might well 
boomerang. He said it would lead 
to similar restrictions elsewhere and 
he knew of two countries to which 
the British sell films where similar 
terms have been. proposed. 
that kind of tax would eventually 
be turned against the British prod- 
uct itself and might hit England 
harder than it would the U. S. 
Johnston said he would personally 
Oppose an American tax of this type 
but warned that this nation would 
eventually have to take steps if the 
rest of the world continues to raise 
barriers. He expects to put his legal 
adviser, former Secretary of State 
James F, Byrnes, to work on the 
problem. 

Other highlights of the session: 

1. Johnston will recommend that 
Hollywood take definite steps to im- 
prove the quality of its product to 
meet the mounting competition 
around the world. 

2. British net revenues will run 
in excess of the predicted $10,000,000 
in this country in 1947. Next year, 
the British gross from the U. S. 
should be from $15,000,000 to $25,- 
000,000. (J. Arthur Rank estimated 
in London that his American dis- 
tribution might net him $15,000,000 
in 1948.) 

3. Johnston predicted tremendous 
Competition for Hollywood every- 
where in the world, due largely to 
8rowing nationalism. He said the 

usSlans are going to produce pix of 
increasing merit and pointed to the 
Czech studios as equal to the best 
in Hollywood. 

4. He talked films with top gov- 
ernment officials everywhere he 
went and found them all deeply in- 
terested. 

a He heard no criticism of the 
um-Byrnes film accord from the 

Producers Association of France, al- 

though he expected he would. 

6. Johnston disclosed that MPA 
— launched a program to educate 

® U. S. to see British films. For 
example, MPA has been urging 
School teachers to tell their pupils 


to see “Henry V” and “Great Ex- 
Pectations.” 


7. He met wi i ili 
oftici with American military 


hat = in Germany and believes 
: © situation there will straight- 
n out Satisfactorily. He hopes 
e EA will get complete distribu- 
zn facilities in Germany within a 
“w months and thus be able to take 
over from the Military Government. 


John- | 


Thus | 


 Johnston-Brit. | Team Johnson, Gardner 


Holivwood, July 29. 


Van Johnson and Ava Gardner 


Ricentenninetiinemnitineiencten 


Outlaw Ads 


L_ Continued from page 1 


years and the fact that the film in- 
dustry is one of the few to regulate 
its own ad-publicity material. Plans 
for the campaign are to be recom- 
mended to the Motion Picture Assn. 
board today (Wednesday). At the 
same time, the board will act on 
proposals to revise the ad code, de- 
signed by the Advertisers’ Advisory 
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| 


were assigned as co-stars in “Want- | 


ied,” to be produced by 
| Haight at Metro. 


Picture, with Richard Thorpe di- 


George 


son washes up his current chore in 
“Virtuous.” 











80th Congress 


Continued from page 2 








| 

| block the State Department activities 
| which involve the use of films as 
|well as radio. The funds for 
work had previously been approved. 
LEGISLATION 


TAXES: The bill which Congress 
|passed twice” reducing personal in- 
|come taxes, and which was twice 
| vetoed by the President, would have 
| been helpful to every earner in show 


| skirts 


Council to preclude the possibility 
of the industry’s getting another 
black eye, such as that which the 
council says was furnished last year 
by ad material on Howard Hughes’ 
“Outlaw.” 


Industry officials, citing the fact 
that the majors have kept their own 
clean for the last 25 years 


'as far as compliance with the code 


recting, will get under way as John- |! 


is concerned, have long been irri- 
tated by the fact that indie pro- 
ducers, as well as exhibitors, have 
at times completely negated their 


| “good” work through such advertising 


as that employed by Hughes. Edu- 


|cational campaign, which was map- 


ped out by the council under chair- 


; man Charles Schlaifer, 20th-Fox ad- 


| quaint 
this | 


| 


publicity chief, will attempt to ac- 
the public, including news- 
papers, legislators and other seg- 
ments of the population, with the 
diligence exercised by MPA mem- 
ber companies in banning all offen- 
sive material from their advertising 
matter. 

Revising of the code, which will 
broaden and expand its impact, is 


business—particularly the big-check | ‘© be tieti in directly with the cam- 
| boys in Hollywood. The House Ways | P@!8". New preamble has been sug- 


jand Means Committee has been 
|studying a general revision of the 
itax laws, 
'ducing the 20% bite on admissions 
land nitery checks to their prewar 
ilevels. While there is considerable 
|talk that these things may come to 
| pass by July 1, 1948, nothing is cer- 
tain at this time, according to Con- 
|gressional leaders. Meantime, the 
Ways and Means Committee will re- 
|turn to Washington in the fall, seek- 
jing to get a bill ready for House 
| consideration. 

GOVERNMENT FILM ACTIVI- 
TIES: Congressional pruning of the 
department budgets has_ sharply 
whittled down yovernment film 
lactivity. Congress carelessly killed 
loff the entire Library of Congress 
film project, and drew most of the 
| blood out of the activities in the De- 


| 


which would include re- | 


gested, which stresses that all ad 
matter must be based on “honesty, 
integrity and truth conforming to 
fact.” Among the major changes are 
the inclusion of a ban against the 


ridicule of any race, in the present | 
|clause which only includes ridicule | 


|of “any religion or religious faith.” 


Code, the new proposal goes a ste : . : 
es & ~— | being spent on three Enterprise pro- | 


} 
| 
| 


| provisions. 
jnudity in advertising has been ex- | 
|panded to include a clause against 
of clothed figures 
in offensive postures or for mere- 
tricious purpose. Present clause for- 


} 


Where the present code declares 
that film advertisers “shall bear in 
mind” provisions of the Production 


stronger with the declaration that 
advertisers “shall be guided by” the 
Clause dealing with 


ithe presentation 


| bidding advertisers to capitalize on 
censorship disputes has been widened 
to include publicity, as well as ad- 


_partment of Agriculture and other | vortising. 


| departments. 


Need for the public relations cam- 


| RADIO LAW: The Senate Com-|paign and revitalization of the code, 


merce Committee conducted hear- 
ings on the White Bill to amend the 
Federal Communications Act. 
soon as the industry discovered that 
the measure would cramp the style 
of the broadcasters as well as affect- 
ing the FCC, the radio people hol- 
lered copper and said they wanted 
no part of it. Senator Wallace H. 
White put his bill on the shelf in 
some disgust and anger. 

LABOR: The Taft-Hartley law 
outlaws much featherbedding and 
also jurisdictional] strikes and sec- 
ondary boycotts. This is expected to 
‘force the end of the Hollywood 
strike. The law does many things in 
an effort to restore a balance be- 





the unions are busily trying to figure 
out ways to circumvent it. Just how 


for another two years. It will prob- 
ably take that long for the Supreme 
Court to receive and decide prece- 
dent-making suits based upon its 
new provisions. 


CENSORSHIP: There was a threat 
of censorship for the Washington 
films. following a blast against “Duel 
in the Sun” by Rep. John E. Ran- 
kin of Mississippi. 
this but the matter may be revived 
next session. 


COPYRIGHT: The House Judiciary 
Committee studied but failed to act 
upon two bills affecting copyrights. 
The first would make jukeboxes sub- 
ject to the copyright laws and thus 
responsible for royalty payments for 
the use of phonograph records in the 
jukes. The other measure would give 
copyrights to performing artists for 
their unique rendition of composi- 
tions. 


WHEAT DOCUMENTARY 


Kansas City, July 29. 

This year’s giant wheat harvest is 
playing the lead in a feature film 
being produced by the Canadian 
Government. 

Film is titled “International Har- 
vest”, and is being filmed in color 
for international distribution to ac- 
quaint the world with the import- 
ance of wheat and of the co-opera- 
tion between the people of the 
United States and Canada. 











effective it will be will not be known | 


Nothing came of | 


As! stirred up by “Outlaw.” 





tween employer and employee, and | 


according to industry spokesmen, is | 


based directly on the _ agitation 
Hughes, 
himself, it’s pointed out, is no longer 
an MPA member. When the “Out- 
law” advertising first appeared, New 
York City authorities were just as 
unable to cope with Hughes as was 
MPA, As a result, the N. Y. a 
legislature, for the first time, passe 
a bill imposing censorship upon film 
advertising. Combined protests by 
newspaper editors and the Public 
Information Committee of the MPA 
finally killed the bill. It’s to preclude 
such things happening again that the 
present campaign is being mapped. 
In addition to the public relations 


aspect of the campaign to be carried | 


on outside the industry, an intense 
effort is to be made within the in- 
dustry to make certain all members 
adhere to the new code. Copies of 
the code are to be mailed to every 
exhibitor in the country and will be 
printed in all press books published 
by any of the majors. Copies are 
also to go to ficld exploiteers and 
salesmen of all companies. 
Recommendations 
campaign and the code revision were 
signed this week by all members of 
the council, which comprises the 
ad-publicity chiefs of all MPA mem- 
ber companies. Plans were discussed 
by the council members with MPA 





prexy 
meeting yesterday (Tuesday) at the 
Harvard Club, N. Y., prior to their 
presentation for final okay today to 
the MPA board. ° 


NEW CUTTING ROOMS 
FOR RKO PIC RUSH 


Hollywood, July 29. 

James Wilkinson, head of the edit- 
ing staff at RKO, has set up three 
new cutting rooms on the RKO- 
Pathe Culver City lot to take care 
of a sudden rush of 10 pictures. 

Films currently under the shears 
are “Indian Summer,” “Mourning Be- 
comes Electra,” “Magic Town,” “If 
You Knew Susie,” “Memory of 








Love,” “Fighting Father Dunne,” 
“Return of the Bad Men,” “Design 
'for Death” and “Dick Tracy Meets 
| Gruesome.” 


for both the! 


Eric Johnston at a luncheon | 


Rocky Mt. Exhibs Blast 50%, Rentals, 
Claim Necessary to Forego % Films 





E-L Names Hoffay 


Eagle-Lion took another step in 
setting up its forefgn operations last 
week when Michael Hoffay was 
named foreign ad-pub chief. Hoffay 
will organize the homeoffice staff 
and then join Sam Seidelman, for- 
eign sales head, in a tour of E-L’s 
Latin American offices. Company is 
opening nine breeches south of the 
border. 

Hoffay comes 
where he worked 
ning of the year. 





from Columbia, 
since the begin- 
Prior to that stint 


licity manager for 17 years. He was 
originally a correspondent for 
Latino newspapers. 


7506 AD-PUB BUDGET 
FOR ‘UNCONQUERED’ 


Paramount has set a_ towering 
750,000 ad-pub budget for Cecil B. 
deMille’s “The Unconquered,” Tech- 
nicolor opus. Pic preems in Pitts- 
burgh, Oct. 3, and some eight gov- 
ernors and 30 mayors of Ohio Valley 








to be on the scene. 

Par is taking on 15 field ex- 
ploiteers as a flying squad to work 
with the company’s regular field 
men. They’ll all be under super- 
vision of William Danziger. Heavy 
advertising aims to reach some 
300,000,000 readers of national mags. 
Company also plans national 
test. 

UA’s Mag Budgets 

Total of $472,000 is being spent on 
national magazine advertising for 
five United Artists pictures, accord- 
ing to pub-ad director Paul Lazarus, 
Jr. Most of the coin—$333,000—is 





| Ps 
| ductions. 


| Enterprise trio is “Arch of Tri- 
| umph.,” which is getting $195,000 
|} campaign; “The Other Love,” $70,000, 
|and “Body and Soul,” $68,000. Hunt 
| Stromberg’s “Lured” is having $68,- 
| 000 expended on it, while Benedict 
| Bogeaus’ “Christmas Eve” is going 
| for $71,000. 





‘Fountainhead’ Added 
To Blanke’s WB Sked 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Henry Blanke, who recently fin- 
ished “Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre,” was handed “The Fountain- 
head,” based on the Ayn Rand novel, 
| for early production at Warners. 


Seven other books on Blanke’s 
production _ program are “Moby 
Dick.” “Return. of the Soldier,” 


“Winter Meeting,” “The Two Worlds 
of Johnny Truro,” “The African 
Queen,” “Lightning Strikes Twice” 
and “Autumn Crocus.” 


CURTIZ AHEAD OF SKED 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Mike Curtiz winds up “Romance 
in High C,” Technicolor musical un- 
|der Curtiz banner at Warners, on 
| Thursday (31) two-and-half weeks 
| ahead of 12-week sked. 
Curtiz directed, Alex Gottlieb 
produced, George Amy was asso- 
ciate producer. 














Parks’ ‘Peonage’ 


Continued from page 3 





held down in perpetuity, by such a 
long-termer, as. his 1945 seven-year 
deal, which came even before the 
original 1941 contract had expired. 

In his co:nplaint, Parks charges 
Harry Cohn, Col. prexy, threatened 
i him with screen oblivion unless he 
|signed the new seven-year deal. Re- 
cently, he notified Col., through his 
attorneys, that he regarded the con- 
tract signed in 1945 to be null and 
void because of the allegedly unfair 
manner in which it was negotiated. 
Until the case is decided the studio 
has refused to issue checks on the 
actor’s old 1941 pact, which the 1945 
contract superceded, while Parks re- 
fuses to accept his pay on the basis 
of his °45 pact. 

Parks’ suit points out that a sum 
in excess of $11,000 had been re- 
turned by him to the studio, repre- 
senting a difference between Parks’ 
1945 contract and the 1941 paper. 
Parks in short, wants the 194] con- 
tract to run out. 

Lou Mandell, Parks’ New York 
attorney and personal manager, has 
arrived here to be close to the pro- 
ceedings. ma F 








he served with RKO as foreign pub- | 


stites have already accepted invites | 


cone | 


Denver, July 29, 

Percentage terms of 50 percent or 
more and demands by distribs for 
upped admissivn prices have come 
in for a lambasting here from the 
Allied Rocky Mountain Independent 
Theatres. Directors’ meeting, with 
| some 30 indie exhibs from the area 
looking in as spectators, adopted a 





! 

} 

| pair of resolutions opposing the 
| high terms and tilted admission de- 
| mands, 

“The number of pictures for which 


ithe distributors demand percentage 
| terms have increased to such an ex- 
tent,” said the initial resolve, “that 
| it has reached the point where many 
independent exhibitors operating in 
small towns and who find percentage 
picture unprofitable have found it 
necessary to eliminate most of them 
when making their film deals. More 
and more pictures are bei: g offered 
at 50, 60 and 70 percent.” 

Since receipts often don't add up 
to enough to make the films profit- 
| able, resolution continued, change in 
policy is requested to eliminate the 
high percentages. Specific vopposi- 
tion of exhibs was asked to buying 
pix for which 50 percent or over is 
asked. 


Second resolution declared: 
|*Whereas the exhibitors must -re- 
|} quently show pictures of inferior 


quality at regular admission prices, 
the patrons of the theatre should not 
be required to pay an increased ad- 
mission for the occasional special 
, pfoduction.” 


‘The Hermit of 44th St.’ 
Finds B’way Gone H’wood 


Holly wood. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 
After 20 of exploiting the 
| New York Paramount Theatre, I 
| was labelled or libelled by Kelcey 


years 


|Allen as “The Hermit of 44th 
| Street.” So Bob Weitman shot me 
lout to Hollywood to see how the 


| other half lives. Except for the fact 
|that it was cloudy all 
would never figure I'd left Times 
| Square. A projection room in Holly- 
| wood is no different than one in 
New York. When I wasn’t in a pro- 
| jection room, I was meeting people 
|I hadn't seen since back in the days 
you and I worked in the old Clipper 
with Jed Harris and Herman Shum- 
lin. To make it more like Broadway 
Walter Winchell, that Vaudeville 
News confrere of our Clipper days, 
came in to stage in Los Angeles the 
biggest of all shows for that great 
cause...the Damon Runyon Cancer 
Fund. 

Wherever you 


the time, I 





go out here, you 


run into one of our Paramount 
Theatre discoveries. Cass Daley 
hasn’t seen Broadway since she 


made her jump to the screen from 
the Paramount stage. I know Weit- 
'man would like to have her back 
‘along with Frank Sinatra, Bing 
| Crosby, Red Skelton, Andy Russell, 
the Ink Spots, Tommy Dorsey and 
| others I've run across out here and 
j at the figures they originally got at 
our Paramount Theatres, Not for- 
| getting Betty Hutton who is jam- 
|ming them in back home, I hear, 
in “Perils of Pauline.” We saw her 
doing a screen for “Dream Girl” and 
|her dramatic ability in this one is 
going to win raves from the boys 
and girls of the press. During the 
shooting Walter Abel had trouble 
with his sacrolliaec and got my sym- 
pathy, as mine seemed out of whack 
after four days of screenings. 

You might tell my old tennis part- 
ner, Maurice Bergman, that John 
Joseph invited me out to Universal. 
That one won't go on the expense 
account to Weitman. There I saw 
William Powell doing “The Senator 
Was Indiscreet” and it brought back 
memories of Bill when I was doing 
publicity for Cosmopolitan Pictures 
and Powell was plaving the villian 
to beautiful Marion Davies in “When 
Knighthood Was In Flower.” But 
that may be going back too far. 
Nunnally Johnson, who is producing 
this one, laughed when I reminded 
him of one of his first stories on the 
Tribune 20 years ago, was on a Para- 
mount Theatre stunt. Ed Olmstead, 
Les Kaufman and Dave Lipton, 
former Paramounteers, made it 
again seem like 44th Street. 

Boy, will it feel good to get back 
to 44th Street and not meet anyone 
you know...they’re all in Holly- 
wood. 














Jack McInerney 
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100 DAY-AND-DATES FOR "BIG 


To: Bryan Foy 

Vice President in Charge of Production 
| Eagle-Lion Studios 

Hollywood, Collif. 


DEAR BRYAN: CONGRATULATIONS. YOUR &” 
“RED STALLION,” WHICH | HAVE JUST & 
SEEN, 1S A GREAT AUDIENCE PICTURE. FOR 
SHEER EXCITEMENT 1 HAVE SELDOM SEEN 
ANYTHING TO MATCH THE FIGHT BETWEEN 






















THE BEAR AND THE STALLION. AGAIN MY of ; 
CONGRATULATIONS FOR A TOP JOB OF : Sensationg| Day d crest 
PICTURE MAKING. circu; -and-p 

Bob O'Donnell, t bookings! ate 


Interstate Theatre Circuit 


“RED STALLION’ IS ONE OF THE MOST 
EXCITING PICTURES I HAVE EVER SEEN. THE 
FIGHT BETWEEN THE BEAR AND THE HORSE 
TOPS ANYTHING IN ANY OUTDOOR PIC- 
TURE FOR THRILLS. 


James Coston, Zone Manager for 
Warner Bros. in the Mid-West 











AFTER SCREENING “RED STALLION” LAST 
NIGHT, | FEEL | OUGHT TO WRITE AND 
CONGRATULATE YOU ON WHAT | THINK 

i WILL BE ONE OF THE TOP GROSSING PIC- 
~ TURES FOR THE COMING SEASON. 


; THE BEAR-HORSE FIGHT IS TERRIFIC! 
; DOUBLE CONGRATS ON THAT! 


Ralph D. Goldberg, 
R. D. Goldberg Theatres Corp. 















: yor TOP CIRCUIT BOOKINGS =" a | 
~~ IN THESE KEYS! = P - 


Los Angeles (4 theatres), San Francisco, 
Seattle, Portland, Chicago, Memphis, 
New Orleans, Milwaukee, Oklahoma 
City, Dallas, Ft. Worth, San Antonio, El 
Paso, Galveston, Houston—and scores 
more, large and smail! 
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An Eagle-Lion Films Production 


FILMED IN ALL THE 


GLORIOUS CINECOLOR 


7 

















i : Directed by Lesley Selander - Produced by Ben Stoloff OF THE WEST! ’ 
ie BRYAN FOY, in charge of production 
EE itieineaeentarntiemaimariniaiiamaiaetionths eee a semubitiensie alittle 
oe eee “Exhibs should gallop home on ’Stallion’ with more than spurs a-jingling!”’ i “Has ‘Can't Miss’ 
: ee pa A y ' -jingling!’—Variety . . . “Has ‘Can't Miss 
: : tE AGLE- LION’S BEST!” ; - ee, ae 1 a ata a ney i "should pack ee Tere +. ‘Highly exploit- 
| eee office @ 7% cas ghly pleasing!’’—Motion re Daily . . . “Ex les that 
Pe Say Trade Reviewer s : spell box office!”—Independent . . . “Packed with action, romance, heart taherest. iouseiun : Oe cregs 
7 Pe pee a grosses!” —Film Bulletin . . . “Will line them up at the box-office window!”’"—Daily Variety. 
a EE AIT ET IO AEE OED OE ED AAT is LORE ee ee 
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Wyoming 
Ralston and John Carroll as marquee 


lures. fs 
While the cast turns in generally 
capable performances under Joseph 


Ralston and Mme. Maria Ouspen- 
skaya in this mesa melange is some- 
what of a mystery. Accent of the 
former, onetime skating star (Vera 
Hruba), is explained away by a long 
hiatus in European finishing schools 
while Mme. Ouspenskaya is obvi- 
ously out of place as a nurse and 
family retainer out in the virgin 
Wyoming territory. 

Yarn, scripted by Lawrence Hazard 
and Gerald Geraghty, deals with the 
rise of Elliott from a pioneer to a 
top rancher. His career progresses 





nesters as a pawn in a rustling game 
carried on against Elliott. 

There’s plenty of hard riding, six 
shootin’ and skullduggery before the 
law of the land prevails, Some fine 
fisticuffs are contribbed by Elliott 
and Dekker in a hotel brawl over the 
. hostelry’s operator Virginia Grey. 
Also lending romantic 
Miss Ralston, who feels that her 


upon the homesteaders. She sides 
with his foreman, Carroll, who holds 
that everything can be worked out 
legally, and it is, after Dekker’s 
game is exposed. 

Elliott is effective as the wealthy 
rancher, Dekker is craftily sinister as 
the heavy and Carroll also convinces. 
Others, including the perennial 
George “Gabby” Hayes, Miss Grey, 
Miss Ralston and Mme. Ouspenskaya, 
turn in good thesping. Kane's direc- 
tion is in keeping with the neat pro- 
| ductional embellishments he’s given 
} the film, while John Alton’s lensing 
is also first rate. 


_ 


J . ‘ 
Sepia Cinderella 
(SONGS) 

Herald Pictures release of Jack Goldberg 
and Arthur Leonard production. Features 
Billy Daniels, Sheila Guyse. Directed by | 
Leonard, Original story and screenplay, 
Vincent Valentini; editor, Jack Kemp; cam- 
era, George Webber; songs, Elaine & Leona 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


Kane's direction, presence of Miss | 


| comparatively smoothly until Con-, 
gress passes the Homestead Act. 
Albert Dekker uses the incoming 


interest is} 


father, Elliott, is wrong in his “war” | 


}in the east as well as other shorts 
| customarily lensed in New York. 
| RKO used Pathe Industries for its 
| development and printing work and 











| it’s likely Warners will continue 
with that outfit. Pathe Industries 
ttake steps to prevent the export of has no financial ties with RKO 


'such pictures as “Green Cockatoo” | pathe 


_to this country. “Cockatoo” is slate 

for low grosses even in “shootin’ | RKO has agreed not to enter the 
lery” houses. | newsreel biz. That provision, how- 
It’s an obvious imitation of the ever, wouldn't prevent RKO the- 

gangster-type pictures produced by |atres from piping in news via large- 

| Hollywood during the last decade. | scale television. 


Goodman Named 


the post of Coast division manager 
for Eagle-Lion. He takes over from 
L. E. Goldhammer, who’s_ been 
boosted to special sales rep at the 
h.o. and is currently setting up day- 





As with all imitations made by those} Norman H. Moray, WB's shorts 
without the proper know-how, how- | «, les > wil eect 
ever, film, made before the war, | _ nad anager, We 1 be prexy of oe 
emerges aS more of a travesty than | newsreel subsid, with James Allen | 
a carbon copy. Picture had the ®S veepee and general manager. | 
proper foundation in a story by Gra- | Walton Ament, veepee of RKO| 
ham Greene, but whole thing col- Pathe, joins the org as veepee in 
lapses in a .caricature of pseudo-' charge of pro@uetion, Other Pathe 
met mal ee ee execs, such as Alfred Butterfield, 
met I ° ”:; Harold Bonafield and John LeVien, 


their hands continually in their 
pockets, etc. : ,are also expected to hold over. Reel 
Film’s chief saving grace is the CoMtinues in its present ‘offices. at 


acting. John Mills does the best he 625 Madison avenue, New York. 











can in a James Cagney-type role, 
even with the songs and dances. 
| American gangster slang, though, 


just doesn’t sound right coming from | 

j}him. Robert Newton is good as Mills’ | 

no-account brother, around whom all |} 

the action revolves. Rene Ray is| 

beauteous and has the right wide-eyed 

| stare as the young country lass who DENVER 

| eee gets mixed up with (Continued from page 12) 

all the big, bad gangsters in her first _)" ; 

tole hey Lace, eee same as Webber, good 
Film was produced by William K. . : . m4) 

Howard and directed by William | ayreten® seu ot caens Ra.. aa. 

Cameron Menzies. Both Americans, |... * . / 1, 


Picture Grosses | 








they should have known better how | with nd nsti’ Satie ot wae eate 
| to treat the story. Score was composed | week “Duel” (SRO) (Qa aa fair 
by Miklos Rozsa, who won an Acad- $2 500 - ’ 

| emy award for “Spellbound” in 1945. Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74)— 





| Soundtrack is so raspy, though, that | « : - . “Als 
| the music often can’t be heard. Cam- Twiliene’ ae pL a — S12” 
/era work and other technical credits | 559 but way off from smash $22 500 
are nothing to brag about. Stal. | penne y oan ms 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and “Kil- 


WB P th | roy Was Here” (Mono). Also ‘at 
| a e | Esquire. Fine $10,000. Last week, 
“Duel” (SRO) (2d wk), $15,000. 














Continued from page 4 Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—"Well- 
bers oe _| diggers Daughter” (Indie). Sad 
added equivalent earnings for stock $2,500. Last week, “Untamed Fury” 


holders. 

RKO cleared a_ $2,750,000 gross 
profit in closing out with Warners, 
since the company paid $1,250,000 
for Pathe News in 1931. Warners, in 
1941, offered $2,500,000 for Pathe and 


(PRC) and “Scared to Death” (SG), 
fair $3,500. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
“Wyoming” (Rep) and “Web of Dan- 
ger” (Rep). Moderate $8,000 or near. 
Last week, “Sea Hawk” (WB) and | 








Blackman. Deek Watson, Herman Fair- 
banks, Willie Best. Previewed in N. Y., 
July 16, '47. Running time, 70 MINS, 


Eas >ohcoo soe ».++-Billy Daniels 
Barbara.....ccccccscecccccess Snella Guyse 
OUI 2066 0.000000600000060068 Cun Tondeleyo 
Barney .<s.ccccccsccsccccce «..- Ruble Blakey 


Ralpn..ccccccscccccccccsecccescecd Jaek Carter 
ee: LOE PEPETTRTE TTT Dusty Freeman 
SERA T OTe TTT TT George Williams 
Press AEN. .ccoccssecescesecss Fred Gordon 
arr rereTT TTT Teter Me 
Evelyn.......csesecs ecsncacceose Lora Pierre 
Great Joseph ... cccccccccs Emory Ricaardson 


Mrs. Dryden..........-.--Gertrude Saunders 
Mama Keves.......-Hilda Offley Thompson 





SEReMillint... a v.ccsvecsesves Percy Verwsyen 
CHIMNAMAN,.. ccccccsveccesecscesesesd Al Young 
CL ere ere TeTET Lah T. Jimmy Fuller 
ee EERE OUP OTE Apus & Estellita 
Themselves..Deck Watson His Brown Dots 
EMPL VOR. 560 000060008 te Leonardo & Zolo 
4 PUORCNORS Tis cViciasiaseentama® Ray C. Moore 


Walter Fuller’s Orchestra 
John Kirby's Band 
eee Pree eee Freddie Bartholomew 





“Sepia Cinderella,” designed for 
the race trade, retains the Herald 
Pictures formula of intertwining a 
series of vaude and musical acts 
with a slight and familiar story. 
Film, second in the Herald series, 
is worth its keep in the Negro 
houses, having marquee lure with 
well-known colored performers and 
offering a fair degree of entertain- 


* ment. 
Story is a frequently seen item 
centering about Billy Daniels, a 


struggling songwriter who, after 
Striking it rich with a hit tune, 
Strays from his true love, Sheila 
Guyse, but returns upon disillusion- 
ment with the more worldly-type 
femme, the singularly named Ton- 


deleyo. 
Film displays some entertaining 
moments in its musical interludes, 


including Ruble Blakey’s songs, John 
Kirby's band offerings, and tunes by 
Deek Watson’s Brown Dots. Miss 
Guyse and Daniels also contribute 
vocals for good overall effect, and 
varied specialties, such as the hoof- 
ing turn by Apus and Estellita, Fred 
Gordon’s bit as a press agent, and 
comedy by Leonardo and Zolo hit 
the desired effect. 

Freddie Bartholomew, brought in 
as a guest artist, reprises part of an 
act he does in vaudeville. 

Arthur Leonard’s directorial pace 
S Okay, but much speed has been 
lost in the editing with inclusion of 
unnecessary dramatic sequences and 
running together of too many musi- 
cal sessions at one time. Jose. 
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The Green Cockatoo 
(BR'TISH-MADE) 


Devonshire Films release of William K. 


“Sea Wolf’ (WB), fair $8,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Pos- 
sessed” (WB) and “Keeper Bees” 
(Col), also Denver. Good $3,000. 
Last week, “Great Expectations” (U) 
and “That’s My Gal” (Rep), fair 
$2,000. 


‘Perils’ Tall $15,000, 
Seattle, Web’ $9,000. 


Seattle, July 29. 
“Perils of Pauline” shapes as top 
new entry in field dotted with hold- 
overs. “Hucksters” also is big in 
second week. “The Web” looks nice. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 


| RKO then countered with a $3,500,- 
1000 asking price. 

RKO must pay its 25% capital 
gains nick on the $2,275,000 gross 
| profit. In addition, since the com- 
|pany deducted its tax in ’31 on 
/ $500,000 allocated to tangibles (bal- 
ance of $750,000 was then scored to 
| goodwill, which was non-deductible) 
| the 25% tax must be paid on that 
‘figure also. Minor depreciation de- 
|ductions taken over the years will 
'add a bit more to the total tax bite. 

First general release of the Warner 
reel, labelled Warner Pathe News, is 
due Aug. 17. Pre-release showing of 
the first issue will be staged in New 


York theatres on Aug. 13. “Beg and I’ (U) (m.0.). Good $4,500 

WB has been shopping for ac-|¢o,seyenth week downtown. Last 
counts during the past few months | week, second of “Unfaithful” (WB). | 
and company chiefs claim to have 
over 2,000 theatres lined up on book- 
ings. That includes the 550 Warner 
houses, buf, not the RKO theatres, 


The Bird for WB 











Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—‘Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (2d wk). 
Big $7,000 in 5 days, Last week, 
$11.800, good. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650: 45-80)— 
“Gunfighters” (Col) and “Keeper of 





‘ Bees” (Col). Okay $7,500. Last 

Warner Bros. execs claim week, “Framed” (Col) and “Sport 
their first feature of the 1947-48 Ee ne. cekd poe | 
“ce If.” which was usic Box -E) (850; 45-80)— 

omnes, Sy We hires . “Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). . 


co'.oleted some months ago, 
prophesied the WB asquisition of 
RKO Pathe newsreel. Pic opens 
with a shot of a rooster crowing 


Trim $6,000. Last week, “Egg” (U) | 
(6th wk), $5,100. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— ' 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). 


atop a barn. $12,000. Last week, sock $19,600. | 
Bird is a close replica of the Mig orn ‘asa ae — or 
ster identified as | “The Web” (U) and “Overlanders” | 

oy aerating sage (U). Good $9,000. Last week “Bar- 


the Pathe News trademark. 





baree” (M-G) (2d wk), nice $7,900. 


























| Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 45-80 )— 
‘since the acquisition deal tied no | ‘Perils Pauline” (Par). Giant $15,- 
| strings to the latter circuit with ref- | Tees — ph ellos A of ror 
erence to future bookings. Scram- | ¢7 909. - . ‘ | 
ble by all five reels for the RKO Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80 iva 
account has already started. “Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d wk). | 


One of the tangles which had to | Nice $6,500. Last week, $6,900. 
be unknotted was disposition of the | pesmeee Pye rend - 9h a 
large Pathe film library. Deal allo- | “Ramrod’” (UA) and “Ghost Goes 
leates all newsreel clips to Warners West” (Col) (5th wk) Oke $3,000. | 


LOUISVILLE 


|but doesn't hand over that part of | 
(Continued from page 13) 








‘library collected from shortg, such | 
as the “This Is America” series. 
| Since it’s customary among the reels 


to rent out news clips to any pro-' stein” (U) (reissues). Excellent 
ducer requiring them, RKO-ers $7,000. Lest week, “Odd Man Out” 
think there'll be no trouble in ob-  (U), mild_ $6,500. 


Rialto (FA) (3.400; 40-60)—“Ghost | 
Mrs. Muir” (20th) and “Banjo” | 
(RKO). Medium $13.500. Last week, 


taining newsclips when required for 
| features or otherwise. 





“tani production. Stars John Mills, Rene | RKO's  short-subjects production “Perils Pauline’ (Par) and “Cover 
Oliver, Grace filen. Blemee or ries isn’t affected by the transaction, Big Town” (Par), fine $15,000 and 
Cameron Menzies, Seiteemehas Plc gg |company ofticials say. Deal involves m.o. 
resie ntre™ novel by Graham Greene; | taking over all assets and equipment Scoop (Louisville Theatres) (700; 

Sic, Mikloc > evan * » | ‘ih - Rk aa eee Reed sian 9? ee hase 
Week of July “a At Rialto, N. Y-.!of the newsreel division of RKO | 40-60)— Mice and Men” (FC ) (re 
68 MINS “ » “47%. Running time, | : 2 4 ects issue). Slow $2.200. Last week. “Car- 
Jim Con, | Pathe, plus members of the person- men” (Indie) (2d wk), $2,000 

eee es os eee ills | rishing ic > the or: a . con 4 
BW eh: asahceanere John Mills nel wishing to stick by the org, but “State (Loew's) (3.300: 40-60)— 
Tene Connon Shatenet ee. srcce Robert tart on does not include Pathe shorts, com- “Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 

“e re a s tf j . ne M ie . 4 ® 

ladison | SAS SPRS OSS CREE US 08 Charles Oliver| mercial pix, studio or other activi- $16000 after last week's strong 
Bteve tit esages CO ROSE Cae eal Bruce Seton} ties $21.000. 

Og MIRROR tesa ah tat taadtat WH - coeser There's been an invisible line be- Strand (FA) (1.400; 40-60)— 

3 Pee ececs ceecveccad Alls Jeuyes } ‘ é Ss > : 4 «en 
Butler “Black Gold” (Mono) and “Kilroy 


| listed 
| J. Lynn as ass’t booker ir 


jager of 


Great | —- 








Oot wae Frank Atkinson | tween reel and shorts activities at 

With Briti | Pathe which should prevent disrup- 
: British film- , . 3 ; “ter eae 

engaged in an Bm ages! Recah ingpond tion of production of briefies and 

Cure more playing time for their !ab work, it’s said. “This Is Amer- 

Product on U. S. screens, they should ica” series will continue being made 





Was Here” (Mono). Chalking up sur- 
prise biz of week at big $8,000. Last 
week. “Alexander's Ragtime Band” 
(20th) “Western Union” (20th) 


wk’, mild $4,500. i 


and 


(reissues) (2d 


and-date bookings for E-L’s “Red 
Stallion.” _Goodman previously held 
jobs with 20th-Fox and Paramount 
here and abroad. 

PRC wing last week also pushed 


|} expansion. Edward Gavin, vet sales- 


man wac 
¥ ue 


2Gaetaa, ¥ 
branch, and 


added to Milwaukee 

Forrest Swiger wa: 
hired as sales staffer in 
City. Samuel K. Sherman 
as booker in Atlanta 


was en- 


and A 


homa City exchange. 





Take Over 14th St. Theat e 


Morris Goldman and David J. San- 


ders have closed a 2l-year lease for } 


the Arrow theatre, N. Y., and plan 
a renovation of the 600-seater at an 
estimated $50,000 cost. Arrow will 
be converted to art-house 
under new name, 14th Street Metro- 
politan theatre. It’s on east 14th 
street. 


Owners are Benjamin Knobel and 
Berk & Krumgold | 


Leo Silver. 
agented the deal. 





Deason Upped by Interstate 
Houston. 


A. D. Deason, city manager of In- | 
tterstate Theatres 


here, announced 
that George Patillo, assistant man- 
Metropolitan, has _ been 
named manager of Alabama, replac- 
ing Emery Borne, who goes to head 
recently opened Garden 
boss. 


Oklahoma | 


the Okla- | 


policy | 


Oaks as} 


Coast Division 


Manager for E-L; Other Briefs 


Del Goodman has been tagged for¢ 





calling for renegotiation if any of 
| agreement is later found to be in vio- 
lation of the Taft-Hartley law. 
Theatres involved include Loew’s 
Midland, Paramount, RKO Orpheum 
|}and Esquire, Uptown, Tower an 
Fairway of the Fox-Midwest circuit, 
| Lon Cox represented Fox, Mike Cul- 
len for Loew’s, M. D. Cohn for Par- 
amount, and Frank Smith for RKO. 
Felix Snow acted for the union. 


Seek to Aid Juve Curfew 
St. Louis. 

Theodore Coleman, owner-opera- 
tor of the American, 1,000-seater. 
and the Uptown, a 600-seater in Mt 
Carmel, IIl., is mulling a plan to open 
his houses earlier in order to accom- 
modate kiddie trade and helo them 
obey the 9:30 p.m. curfew ordinance 
Last week Chief of Police Ear] Lytle 
was ordered by the Mt. Carmel! City 
Council to begin the strict enforce- 
ment of the 10-year-old curfew law, 
| which had been winked at for many 

| moons. 
A rise in 
beefs 


juve delinquency and 
from the parents o° kiddies 
| caused the Council to act. The chief 
|} announced that the ringing of the 
| town's fire bell at 9:30 p.m. is the 
| only notice the teenagers will re- 
| ceive to go to their homes. 

Par Continues B’klyn Par Op 

Placing of the Brooklyn Para 
mount theatre and office building on 
ithe block for sale will not affect 
| operation. of the deluxer by Para- 
|mount, Film company has a long- 
| term lease on the theatre but at no 


H. T. Loyd named manager of 'time did it own the property. Sale. 


Rhea theatre at Denver City, Texas, | @¢vertised this week in N. Y. dailies, 


operated by Theatre Enterprises, 


Inc, 





Harrisburg Mgr. Wins Golf Title 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Lynn Creason, manager 


pionship, defeating Robert Davis. 


up, on the 17th hole. Davis was the 


defending champion. 





Dickinson Picks New K. C. Manager | 


Kansas City. 


Charles Boshart made manager of 
circuit. 
Joe 
where he handled the Missouri, ace 
house of Durwood-Dubinsky circuit. | 

New contract between firstrun the- 
atres and stagehands was signed,here 
is for 


Kimo theatre of Dickinson 
He comes to K. C. from St. 


last Thursday (24). Contract 
two years, giving stagehands a 5% 
raise; it was worked out in less than 
an hour. Deal carries a provision 


of the 
Penway theatre here, won his third 
Harrisburg area amateur golf cham- | 


| is being pushed by the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corp., which foreclosed 
on the property as weil as other 
sites owned by Realty Associates, 
Ine. 

Under the foreclosure, RFC holds 
| all the stock of Realty Associates, 
Mortgage on which RFC _ loaned 
|} some $25,000,000 to $30.000,000 was 
| made to secure old Prudential cer- 
tificates, which covered a number of 
hotels, theatres and office buildings. 





Stanley Meyer Quits Skouras 

| Stanley Meyer has resigned his 
job as district manager for the first- 
run Fox-West Coast theatres in Los 
Angeles. In announcing his resigna- 
tion, effective immediately, Meyer 
reveeled his future plans were in- 
definite. 


He’s a son-in-law of Nate Blum- 
berg, Universal's prexy.,”* and has 
been associated with the Skouras 


brothers for the past 17 years, first 
in Milwaukee, then in Los Angeles 
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Errol FLYNN © Barbara STANWYCK 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


“CRY. WOLF” 


with 
GERALDINE BROOKS 
Produced by Henry Blanke 
In Person 


FREDDY MARTIN 


His “Ginging Saxaphone” and 
is Orchestra 


and 
THE COCOANUT GROVE REVUE 























erg YESH 
Air-Conditioned Ss T R A N D 
Rees ON SCREEN IN PERSON 
: S$ Thurs., July 31 | Dean MARTIN 
Hee, —CEsther = g. Jerry LEWIS 
AS WILLIAMS Johnny BURKE 
TT: Ricardo Sescean 
Extra! 


-E : “FIEST A” 


Gracie BARRIE 








“| WONDER WHO'S 
KISSING HER NOW" 


with MARK STEVENS JUNE HAVER 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Te hoicotor 


PLUS ON STAGE IN PERSON! 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Extra! MAURICE ROCCO 
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ROBERT ROBERT ROBERT 


5 YOUNG: MITCHUM- RYAN 
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SCIENTIFICALLY AIR CONDITIONED 


LI 


& 49h st 
ese 






- 
. 
. 
! Bway 


‘THE BEST 
YEARS OF 


THE MOST 
HONORED 
FILM OF 
OUR TIME! 


COOL 


ASTOR 


SWAY & 48th ST. 








OUR LIVES’ 


a 





O [th Week | 


___ROXY "Goth st. i email 


JOAN CRAWFORD VAN HEFLIN 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


“POSSESSED” 


With 
Raymond Mussey @ Geraldine Brooks 
Directed by Curtis Bernhardt 
Produced by Jerry Wald 


WARNERS' 
Ar sist sueet HOLLYWOOD 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 








| Hocketoller Center . 
Cary Myrna Shirley 
GRANT LOY TEMPLE 


‘The BACHELOR and the BOBBY-SOXER’ 
An RKO Radio Picture 


" SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


+e O04 





IN PERSC 
TONY & SALLY 
De MARCO 
Ted STRAETER 


Sool! 
Paul WINCHELL 
fame ‘ 








B'WAY 
AND 
47 ST. 


rego * SUSAN HAYWARD 
| ; ‘ 1 
[Liner Wert Baler 
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With pride in mutual association and — 
all honor for superb accomplishment... 


United Artists salutes 


The Enterprise Studios 


STARS IN ENTERPRISE PICTURES 


INGRID. BERGMAN + CHARLES BOYER - HAZEL BROOKS . RICHARD CONTE - JOHN GARFIELD - VERONICA LAKE . CHARLES LAUGHTON - JOEL McCREA - DAVID NIVEN 


PRODUCERS 





























which from its inception has been 
dedicated to the production of the 
most distinguished film cisteahament In its 
unprecedented first year of operation, 
Hnteririaé has gained more than its share of 
acclaim, from both the industry 
and the ticket-buying public. In release 
or awaiting release are these 


pictures that will make the 


name of Enterprise © 


LILLE PALMER - GINGER ROGERS - NORMA SHEARER - BARBARA STANWYCK 


SACK BRIGGS + DAVID LEWIS + LEWIS MILESTONE + WOLFGANG REINHARDT - BOB ROBERTS - HARRY SHERMAN 


DIRECTORS AND WRITERS 


BERTOLD BRECHT - HARRY BROWN ~ ANDRE de TOTH + LADISLAS FODOR + ALFRED GREEN - MICHAEL JORY ~ LEWIS MILESTONE - ABRAHAM POLONSKY 


ROBERT ROSSEN - PHILIP AND JANET STEVENSON 
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‘Radio For Peace’ Blueprint 
Tossed To Agencies, Networks 





(H. J. Skornia, Director of the De-+ 
partment of Radio of Indiana Uni- 
versity, has stepped down from the 
professor's chair to address the fol- 
lowing Open Letter to the networks, 
agencies, writers, performers and 
sponsors, copies of which have been 
sent to the State Dept. in Washing- 
ton and to the United Nations.) 





I am prompted to write this let- 
ter precisely because, during the 
war, American radio, and everyone 
connected with it, did so tremendous 
a job, and did it so well, at virtually | 
no expense to our government. 

I don’t believe I am alone in the 
feeling, however, that American 
radio has reverted too much to 
peace-time operation, before peace 
has been achieved. Interest in the 
United Nations is lagging. A dis- 
gracefully small proportion of 
Americans know what the Marshall 
plan is. A pessimistic indifference, 
based principally on dangerous gen- | 
eralities, ignorance, and boredom | 
prevails across our land—a danger- | 
our attitude for the nation to have | 
which must lead in the fight for. 
world peace. The men who are | 
patiently and selflessly working in| 
the U.N. and its subsidiary _| 
zations deserve better; the stakes in- 
volved in an atomic age demand | 
more. 

in correspondence with the U. S. | 
Devartment of State I have been) 
told regarding the plan I outline) 
below, that “...the need you de- | 
scribe for a fuller understanding by | 
the U. S. public of the gravity and | 
importance of international affairs | 





is of equal concern to the Depart-| 
ment of State,. which is aomeys 
aware of the role which American 
radio can play in the realization of 
that need...(However).. a project | 
such as you depict ..is one a 
which the impetus should come from 
leaders in the broadcast industry | 
itself.” : 
The Plan Proposed 

Herewith, in the hope that the. 
leadership meeded will be forth- | 
coning, is the plan proposed: ; 

I know that American. radio is 
based on the sportsmanlike premise 
of free competition, and on com- 
pletely justified resistance to gov- 
ernment control regimentation. I 
know also that all of you addressed 
are individually doing all that is_ 
possible to promote the understand- | 
ing I speak ef. Yet I believe that 
what is now being done is so far 
below what is needed and can be 
done that. the great potential of ra- 
dio for understanding, so well dem- 
onstrated during the war, is being 
sh°mefully neglected. 

As you know only too well, Mr. 
Corwin. your series this past year 
was heard by a far smaller audience 
than it deserved. You are not the 
only one who believes this. The 
saine is true of “The Eagle’s Brood,” 
and a considerable number of other 
programs like your fine program on 





| Aug. 11, in the 8:30-8:55 p.m. slot, 


Rivaling Each Other 


It's Eversharp competing 
against Eversharp starting this 
Sunday (3) on NBC and CBS in 
the 10 p.m. segment. 

Client's “Take It Or Leave It” 
moves over from CBS to NBC, 
but the contract for the CBS 
time period runs until Sept. 7. 
So Milton Biow, agency on the 
Eversharp biz, is putting in an 
Xavier Cugat show for the con- 
flicting five-week interval. 


Jean Tennyson's 


Free WNYC Series 


WNYC. the New York City-owned 
station, is breaking out in the pro- 
gramming seams. Station is in proc- 
ess of re-formating its musical ros- 
ter designed to strike a more popu- 
lar chord. 

In terms of non-commercial oper- 
ation, station will hit the bigtime 
next month when Jean Tennyson, 
who for years starred on the Cela- 
nese “Great Moments in Music” 
NBC show,.inaugurates a weekly 
program. She’ll perform on a cuffo 
basis, with show, tabbed “Jean Ten- 
nyson’s Studio Party,” originating 
from her studios in the Steinway 
Building in Manhattan. 

Teeoff program is set for Monday, 








with Louis Heyward, who does the 
adaptation for the “Claudia” series 
on CBS, as writer and producer. 
Joan Roberts, Jack Eigen and How- 
ard Haycroft, the author, are inked 
in for the initial stanza, with similar 
guestars slated weekly as part of the 
informal get-together idea behind 
show. 


Finding Suitable Time 
Snags Paar Buildup - 





For Regular Season 


American Tobacco Co., via Foote, 
Cone & Belding, has ambitious plans 
for Jack Paar, who’s currently sub- 
bing for Jack Benny’s Sunday night 
Lucky Strike show. They’re con- 
vinced they’ve got a potentially top 
comic on their hands and want to 
slot him in his own fall-winter pro- 
gram, but right now there’s a snafu 
over finding a suitable time segment. 

American Tobacco wants either 
NBC or CBS time. NBC is sold out. 
CBS has offered 9:30 on Tuesday 
(opposite “Fibber McGee & Molly”); 
10:30 on Wednesday or 8:30 on Satur- 
day. F-C-B has nixed all of them. 
For a while they were kicking 
around Friday at 9:30 (vacated by 
Rexall-Jimmy Durante) until it was 








Housing, George Hicks. I believe 
with you that some of these fine 
programs are so essential to Amer- 
ican and world understanding that 
they deserve freedom from competi- 
tion on at least a basis of one-half 
hour per’ week, for a limited time, 
d'ring this period when time is run- 
ning out. 

I am not trying to sabotage the 


fine entertainment programs Tregu- | 


larly scheduled, nor to decrease the 
(Continued on. page 40) 


Girls Can No Longer Be 
Beautiful as Cosmetic 
Firms Take a Powder 





Now that R. J. Reynolds (Camel) | 


has taken posession of “Screen 
Guild Players.” thé decision of 
Lady Esther to do a complete ra- 
dio fold is linked to the precarious- 


ness of the cosmetic market in gen- | 
At the moment there is con- | 


eral. 
siderable speculation in the trade as 
to how it will affect other program- 
ming sponsored by cosmetic outfits. 

Bourjois, of course, has been off 
the air for some time, cancelling its 


CBS time after the ill-fated Tony | 


Martin show. Hudnut has a limited 
programming budget with the Jean 
Sablon CBSer, with its fall sched- 
ule reported somewhat uncertain. 
As with other commodities, it’s a 
case of the cosmetic companies 
working off present inventories; like 
the fountain pen situation, which 
also resulted in drastic curtailment 
in radio expenditures, the market 
has been, flooded with low-priced 
items.’ me ZVI! 255 fy Sat tie 


discovered that Lucky Strike would 
| be back-to-back with Philip Morris. 
|Latter’s “Pays To Be Ignorant” is 
| heard Friday at 10. 

Instead, Procter & Gamble is shift- 
ing its “FBI in Peace and War” into 
|the Friday time. That releases the 
| Thursday 8:30 p.m. segment for 
‘American Home _ Products’ “Mr. 
|Keen” show. Latter was yanked 
{from its 7:30 berth to make way for 
the lucrative Campbell! Soup cross- 


-¥_gse*es* 
wrens 


“THE FINGERS” 


ART GOW 


A veteran of 20 years in music, 
many of them with name bands. 
Presides at piano or Hammond on 
several KLZ shows; leads his “Gow- 
boys” on KLZ’s “Potluck Party” 


Nets Wont Dupe 
FM Without Nod 


From Petrillo 


Washington, July 29. 


This week should end all doubts 
among network and radio men on 
James Caesar Petrillo’s willingness 
to permit duplication of AM-FM 
musical shows, if Rep. Carroll 
Kearns (R., Pa.) has his way. Kearns 
huddles with the music czar in Chi- 
cago Thursday (31) and has spread the 
word around that he hopes to pry a 
formal commitment on duplication 
out of Petrillo at that time. 

Meanwhile, network men _ are 
privately burned up at widely 
printed reports that Petrillo has al- 
ready given them a greenlight to 
duplicate and insist they aren’t lift- 
ing a finger in that direction with- 
out a clear nod from the AFM chief. 











Kearns said he had had no definite 
assurance on FM from Petrillo either, 
although their sessions had been full 
of sweetness and light. Frequency 
Modulation Assn. reps, however, 
feel that inasmuch as Petrillo 
has assured them he won’t buck 
the law, he already has agreed in ef- 
fect to ,permit duplication. Both 
the Lea Act and the Taft-Hartley 
Law forbid featherbedding. 


Cite 1945 Edict 

Another point of argument be- 
tween the webs and FM’ers involves 
a 1945 AFM edict which ordered the 
nets to stop feeding music to FM af- 
filiates. The nets claim this order 
still ties their hands. FMA men take 
the position that since the 1947 AFM- 
net contracts do not ban duplica- 
tion, Petrillo hasn’t a legal foot to 
stand on. Rep. Kearns discounted 
last week rumors that Petrillo might 
have or attempt. to get a verbal 
‘agreement from the webs banning 
AM-FM breadcasts. 

Meanwhile, these were the other 
developments: 

1, Petrillo and the music educa- 
tors are palsy-walsy again, as result 
of his agreement last week to work 
with them on a “cofe of ethics” 
which would permit all music festi- 





the-board programming, with P & G 
cooperating on the reshuffling, since 
it, too, was given a break on open- 
ing up the 6:45 time for Lowell 
Thomas. 


CHI RADIO WRITERS IN 
STRIKE VOTE VS. NBC 


Chicago, July 29. 








bers of the WMAQ news depart- 
;}ment. and NBC heads led to strike 
vote Friday (25). As yet no definite 
date for strike has been set. News- 
men had been attempting to obtain 
a 20% wage increase for present staff 
|} with a $300 minimum starting wage. 





‘claimed that present and proposed | 


i scale was much less than that of New 
| York, NBC reiterated that station 


;newsmen were highest paid in the | 


| area, and with the exception of sum- 
|ser swing men, present salaries ex- 
| ceeded Guild demands. Present con- 
tract had expired May 31, but under 
i terms of the contract it continues in 
|force until new pact takes over. 
| Other Chi stations are not affected 
at present timfel’''-°* Ss) 149 


While Ben Myers, counsel for RWG. | 


_vals of an “educational, non-com- 
|mercial character” to be broadcast. 
| Session was so lovey-dovéy that the 
music educators promptly asked 
Petrillo to be principal speaker at 
their national conference in Detroit 
next April. - Petrillo shook hands 
bag around and accepted the invite. 

2. In the same parley. Petrillo 
agreed to let service bands record 
| for broadcast by schools and col- 
jleges. Question of whether the 


| Committee will meet with the rec- 
ord companies later to discuss ways 
and means. 

3. The National Association of Ed- 
ucational Broadcasters, whose mem- 
| bers claim Petrillo has generally co- 
|operated in the broadcast of music 
ishows, will probably have a repre- 
sentative on the “code committee” 
for non-commercial music broad- 
/casts. NAEB prexy Harold Engle 
wired Kearns seeking representa- 
| tion. 

4. Rep. Kearns and committee 
| investigator Irving McCann will 
bom hearings on AFM activities in 
Hollywood Aug. 4. McCann is al- 
lready on the Coast 
nesses, most of 
poenas.” ?' + : 





Book of Month Quits ‘Author-Critic’ In 
3-Way Snarl After 140-Wk. Bankrolling 


. 4 





‘Maybe Caesar’ll Render 
Washington, July 29. 

Treasury officials did some 
quick mental arithmetic here 
last week and called for the 
transcript of James Caesar 
Petrillo’s testimony before a 
House labor subcommittee sev- 
eral weeks ago. 

Petrillo told the committee he 
gets $46,000 a year in salary, 
plus $13,000 for expenses and a 
new car whenever he wants it, 
The Chicago AFM local chips in 
to pay all his income taxes. 


Government figures that an 
average tax on $46,000 amounts 
to $20,000. If the union pays 
the tax, however, it means more 
income for Petrillo, which would 
pyramid the tax to a much high- 
er figure. Assuming the levy 
is $20,000, Petrillo’s income 
would then be $66,000 and the 
local would pay out a lot more 
to the Government. 

Rep. Carroll Kearns said he 
had heard Petrillo’s gross in- 
come would have to be over 
$200,000 to net him as much as 
he reported to the committee. 


WHOM's Yen For 
The Big City Life 


Washington, July 29. 


FCC took two actions here last 
week affecting the present status of 
New York area station bidders and 
licensees. 

In line with its concern to insure 
an equitable’ distribution of radio 
facilities, the Commission set down 
for hearing a request by Generoso 
Pope to move the studios of WHOM 
from Jersey City to Manhattan. Pope 
argues it will be more convenient to 
operate out of New York and that 
the shift will in no way affect sta- 
tion’s present service to foreign- 
language audience in the area. 

Commission has already turned 
thumbs down on more new stations 
for radio-rich Manhattan but has a 
precedent for permitting a suburban 
station to move within the city lim- 
its. Similar permission was given 
Dorothy Thackrey to move WLIB, 
whose. studios used to be in 
Brooklyn. . 

WHOM, along with Radio Projects 
and Metropolitan Broadcasting Serv- 
ice, has a bid on file for one of New 
‘York City’s reserved FM slots. 

In the FM field, the FCC dismissed 
two community-type bids from 
Radio Projects, Inc., for Jamaica 
and West New Brighton. Commis- 
sion, in dismissing the applications, 
invoked its policy of not permitting 
Class A FM_ sstations within the 
limits of the central city (in this 
case, New York) of a metropolitan 
area. 

FCC engineers, however, have still 
not decided whether the remaining 
eight FM bidders can be accom- 
modated without necessity of going 
through competitive hearing for 
ether space in the suburban areas 
outside New York City. 


JOE BIGELOW RESIGNS 
AS THOMPSON VP. 


Joe Bigelow. veepee in charge of 
radio production for J. Walter 
Thompson, has turned in his resig- 














nation. He checks out of the agency, 


Impasse between Chi Radio Writ- | platters may be sold to the public is | after an eight-year association, on 
ers Guild, representing seven mem- | still to be resolved. House Labor Sept. 15. His future plans are unde- 


| cided, except that he'll take a Ber- 
muda vacation before effecting a 
new tieup. 

John U. Reber, agency's top radio 
| man, says there'll be a readjustment 
;in agency radio personnel, with no 
| replacement scheduled. 
| Bigelow, for many years on 
| VARIETY, joined the agency in 1939 
'and for a while was right bower to 
_the late Danny Danker in the Coast 
JWT office, with Reber bringing 
| him to New York about five years 
ago as head writer and production 
chief on JWT programming. 


In his eight-year agency associa- 
| tion, Bigelow’s masterminding of 


lining up wit-| some of radio's top shows has won 
whom have sub-/him a top niche in 
r } 9 er | 


behind-the- 
scenes operations. Aee 


. 


* After 140 weeks of consecutive 
sponsorship extending through its 
WHN-WQXR (N. Y.) affiliation and 
into its current WNBC regime, Book. 
of-the-Month Club is severing its 
bankroll tie with “Author Meets the 
Critic” show. Upon conclusion of its 
initial 13-week semester on the NBC 
flagship station, on Aug. 24, the pro- 
gram, heard in the Sunday afternoon 
4:30 to 5 period, goes sustaining, with 
BOM execs deciding to scram out of 
the radio picture. 


Decision of BOM execs and Martin 
Stone, owner of the “Author” pack- 
age, to call it quits stems from a lot 
of dissatisfaction that’s cropped up 
ever since the program moved into 
its WNBC berth. A three-way con- 
flict had developed, with Stone and 
NBC deciding they’d rather give the 
show a sustaining whirl and hunt up 
a new sponsor than yield to demands 
of BOM that, it was felt, would de- 
stroy the program's impact. 


Desire of BOM execs, for one 
thing, to spring a book via its 
“Author” show a month before pub- 
lication date has reportedly brought 
squawks from book critics on the 
N. Y. dailies. It happened on the 
John Gunther “Inside USA” broad- 
cast, with. resultant repercussions 
from the crix. 

Secondly, BOM, prior to the pol- 
icy which gave Stone carte blanche 
to choose whatever books he wanted, 
laid down new rules limiting all 
broadcasts to tomes selected by the 
BOM Club judges. Stone countered 
that, while BOM selections them- 
s¢lves may have considerable merit, 
they don’t necessarily add up to 
good programming, and it was felt 
that the show would suffer consider- 
ably from the limited range. 

Major bone of contention, how- 
ever. was over BOM’s edict that 
“Author” go in more for exposition 
and narration, and lay off contro- 
versy. Client hasn’t been happy over 
much criticism being aimed at its 
books on the show, and expressed its 
resentment when Eugene O'Neill, Jr., 
guesting on the program that kicked 
around “The Left Hand Was a 
Dreamer” novel, took it over the 
coals. When Bob Allen was on the 
Gunther “Inside USA” panel and 
lambasted segments of the _ book, 
BOM similarly blew its top. 

Stone has been hankering to sink 
his teeth into such controversial 
books at “Gentlemen's Agreement,” 
but has been kept under wraps be- 
cause of the two-way BOM restric- 
-tions. 

“Author” has also been heard on 
the NBC network on a co-op basis 
but web is dropping it because of 


lack of response -from sufficient 
stations. , 
BOM has been paying slightly 


under $1,000 a week time-and-talent 
for the WNBC show. 


Overall Response of ABC 
Affiliates Key to Co-op 
Of Abbott-Costello Show 


Whether or not the ABC network 
picks up the option for the proposed 
Abbott & Costello eo-op program- 
ming deal will depend on the over- 
all response of the affiliate stations 
to the idea. Mark Woods, network 
prexy, went on a closed circuit last 
Thursday (24) to explain to the sta- 
tions the plan for the A & C show- 
casing via multiple local sponsor- 
ship. 

ABC has a two-week option on the 
comedians. Plan is to put them on 
somewhere in the 8 to 10 p.m. pe- 
riod either Wednesday or Thursday. 
As pointed out to the stations, it 
would mark the first time that a top 
comedy show has been spotted co- 
|op on network time, rather than sta- 
|tion time. Cost of show per station 
will be about $300. 

Network would like to see the 
show parlayed with its Wednesday 
night all-star lineup, including Bing 
Crosby and Henry Morgan, etc. 


Berle’s New Whirl 


Indecision as to whether the Mil- 
ton Berle show would be picked up 
again on behalf of Philip Morris was 
apparently cleared up yesterday 
(Tues.) when Milton Biow, whose 
agency handles the account, revealed 
|that everything's set for re-signa- 
| turing. 
| Which means another 13-week 
; whirl around the NBC kilocycles for 
Berle. ails 
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Rivalry of Raters Grows 


That there will be an intensification of the existing rivalry during 


the coming season between the au 


dience measurement organizations 


—notably C. E. Hooper and A. C. Nielsen—appears to be a foregone 


conclusion. Some say that the bat 


tle royal for supremacy will par- 


ticularly get under way in earnest now that George Gallup has 


decided to enter the picture. 
The industry naturally would wel 
to eliminate multiple costs. 


come one all-encompassing service 


Right now it figures it needs both Hooper 


and Nielsen, the former with his key-city coverage, and the latter’s 


more minute penetration 
downs. 


into rural and minute-by-minute break- 


Nielsen tried to wrap up a four-network deal to give them the 
complete. works, but the 1% nick on total billings—which would 


approximate $2,000,000 a year—was 
fell through. 


considered too steep, and the deal 








On Doubled Ra 


Some of the networks are kick-+ 
ing up a fuss over C. E. Hooper’s | 
“double or nothing” rate edict. As 
a result, Mutual has already can- 
celled out on its Hooper service. 
That leaves Mutual without any rat- 
ing service at all, since it does not 
subscribe to A. S. Nielsen audience 
measurement technique. However, 
it’s reported from reliable quarters 
that, despite the upped cost in- 
volved, Mutual may soon embrace 
the Nielsen fold. 


The amount Hooper is asking from 
the four networks for his basic serv- 
ice (contained in his bi-weekly Poc- 


‘Mutual Cancels, Others Squawk 


te by Hooper Edict 


ABC, TEXACO AGAIN 
SET FOR MET OPERA 


ABC network has again grabbed 
off the Texaco billings on the Sat- 
urday afternoon Metropolitan Opera 
broadcasts. That makes the seventh 
consecutive season. At $22,000 a 
throw for time, the full season’s 
schedule will put an approximate 
$500,000 into the network coffers. 

Operatic season tees off early in 
November and continues into April. 
Milton Cross is again slated for the 
commentary role. 

Texaco opera biz 





is one of the 





NAB SETS UP 
| STIFF COUE 


ashington, July 29. 

At a time when program stand- 
ards throughout the country are be- 
ginning to slump noticeably under 
the pressure of new station compe- 
tition, NAB has sent up the line 
recommendations for one of ¢he stif- 
fest NAB codes in radio history. 
The new _ standards of _ practice 
which tightens up on both commer- 
cial and program copy, will be 
turned over to the NAB Program 
Executive Committee at a_ special 
meeting here Aug. 7-8. 

Once cleared by this committee, 
it will be fanned out to the NAB 
Board of Directors, which can put 
it on the books without the vote of 
the membership. NAB is also toy- 
ing with the idea of letting the 1,300 
active members get a look at the 
document before the Convention and 








} 


may even submit it to a vote. 
Code, hailed by some of_ its 

drafters as a “road-map to good ra- 

dio,” sets out a brand-new formula 





Code Coordinator? 

Washington, July 29. 
If and when the NAB Board 
of Directors decides to throw 
the weight of public opinion 
against violators of the proposed 
new industry code, it was be- 
lieved a “Code Coordinator” will 
take his place as a regular pay- 
roller at the NAB headquarters. 


RADIO 








‘ROAD MAP TO GOOD RADIO’ 
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FTC Invasion of Radio Programming 


- Field Seen in Move to Ban Airing Of 
| Race Results; WGAY Alerts Industry 





Don’t Look Now ., . 


Some say it couldn't happen 
anywhere but in radio. 

Up to 18 months or so ago 
Douglas Coulter headed _ pro- 
gramming for CBS. Then came 
a shakeup and Coulter moved 
in with Foote, Cone & Belding, 
operating under Hubbell Robin- 
son, Jr 

Two weeks ago came another 
CBS exec reshuffle. Now Robin- 
son’s in the CBS spot occupied 
by Coulter. 


Writers’ Cramp 
Hits Paar Show 














Hollywood, July 29. 
Entire writing staff of the Jack 
Paar show will be replaced, accord- 
ing to Paar and the Sam Jaffe agen- 


cy, following an all-day conference | 


By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY 

Washington, July 29. 
A strong warning that if the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission moves 
against the broadcast of racing 
results and track info as an unfair 
trade practice, “a logical extension 
of this philosophy would give FTC 
the right to examine the content of 
every radio program on the air,” 
|is contained in «2 memorandum filed 


'on the q.t. with the agency last 
| Friday (25) by Cohn & Marks, 
}counsel for WGAY, Silver Spring, 


Md. The counter-blast against FTC 


entry into the radio program field, 


came as the agency mulled the first 
|request in history from a_ bread- 
|caster who wants the Commission 
to restrain as “unfair competition” 
|a racing stint on WGAY and a 
money-give-away aired by WARL, 
Arlington, Va. WWDC, local indie 
|which dropped similar shows last 
| year, asked for the relief. 

The entire broadcast industry’ has 





| 
is believed, sin e FTC authority 
| might be used to bulwark that of 
'FCC in the program field. And an 
|increasing number of stations are 
| fighting stiffer competition by re- 
| serting to use of race shows, money- 
| give-aways and quiz shows with 
'lottery-like features. 

No Greater Than FCC 


}a large stake in the controversy, it, 


As Staff Walks 


2 Nagra 








ee 






































ketpiece) is approximately $60,000 | web’s prize seasonal matinee plums. Although standards on com- iffe . inion | ’ 
Seaually. that about doubles the mercial copy are fairly precise, oh ean greys wig Pa Fo sigs Leonard Marks, WGAY counsel, 
amount he’s been getting. The webs those for programming are less ween the star an is scripters. | argued that FCC itself has authority 
pay on a pro rata basis, ABC and ’ specific. It is pointed out such a Art Stander, Larry Gelbart, Sid only over overall programming and 
Mutual paying less than NBC and ong- ange man may well be needed to in- Dorfman and Larry Marx, the exit- |has never cited particular types of 
CBS. The $60,000, of course, would terpret particular sections of the ing writers, will script their final | broadcasts (except those outlawed 
not include the extra services re- Code as they apply to local situ- |show for this coming Sunday (3). | 1m the radio statute) r pw ae! 
quested of Hooper by the various ations. Code coordinator migi.t | Separation stems from disagreement | refusing . ee tae * ade 
networks, which over a year’s span a es ep ype also act as the industry's en- on material. Writers charge Paar’s Trade Commission Act, he added, ; 
ups the tariff considerably. e forcement agent to keep the | attempt to inject his own “trite and | certainly does not confer on the 
It’ idered likely that the NAB Board informed of viola- | unusable ideas” caused constant|FTC greater authority over pro- ; 
Ben a geet eC’ CBS ond tions. conflict. Paar and the agency put | (Continued on page 38) : 
Dah wih wield .* alse hiked to t é opper Although the 1947 Code is |it down to clashing temperaments | b 
het sat wulthout @ squhwhk good and stiff, it still falls short and failures to compromise, although | A 
’ ; of the 1929 standards which the _ | Stating-paradoxically that the sever- uTrOow 0 0 ’ 
Newest phase of concentration at| then infant NAB distributed to | |ance is friendly. 
e e wie ee pene eg its couple of hundred members. | Replacement show for Jack Benny m 
‘ ABC For fairtt goon tamed nar the pete The 1929 credo laid down the | is owned jointly by Paar and Amuse- 
seded currently by Herschell Wil- mr ee angry gor rt ahr Enterprises, Benny's frm... A ast- est rers 
leben Mivinien thek “aekinn oe ments, as the term is generally | special deal must be worked out for p 
a alee liaison between the programming understood, should not be broad- | Marx, who owns an admitted 10% i 
B time Sked Of dept and elient-epentien occupies sor ng” beige Ry er Sa bi de oe eile Ag 4 eee 4 
ig an unusually important niche isthe AS Oe OS OS Se” .peeeeeee. Sane Cone & Belding te- HI D e e : i 
thinking and strategy among the reation and relaxation; therefore ports no trouble with the show and ’ e 
higher brass at CBS. ° compenquents 2p tice weetadiad disclaims agency or sponsor dis- Edward R. Murrow’s return to the 4 
Wed. P M.- The network for weeks has been 7 Re GI P eatisenetion, bokiing thas the beet t air in Se tember under Campbell nf 
6 ers on the lookout for a to program- within the packaging framework Soup einen after an administra- eT} 
: ming man with sales yf ee el ad . : only and won't concern the pies oad tive fling at CBS will be precedental 
ABC network apparently wasn’t| who, when he’s found, will be |°! limiting commercial copy in any | until it affects the show's quality. | i, “character from several stand- 
kidding when it envisioned a Wed- brought into the organization as an 15-minute program to a ceiling of - points. 
nesday night programming schedule | jmportant entity cued to the net- rahe Iter waggteten: Ain ste Apiegrreng nc ° ¢ ° For one thing, Murrow, who will 
that would out-Hooper NBC and | work’s long-range plan of making standards apply equally to day and Como Satisfied Again be heard in the east at 7:45 p.m., will 
CBS. They got it rolling last season | a more appreciable dent in the com- | 28httime formats, unlike the 1945 :; do a Coast repeat. That will not go 
when they maneuvered the Bing | mercial programming operation. Code under which daytime sponsors en woNs, aay a. on until 12:45 (9:45 Pacific time) 
Crosby 10 p. m. transcription show | Web’s execs have. in particular got an added break. Perry Como may smoke his Ches- | the five-hour differential being’ nec- 
for Philco, slotted Henry Morgan|pbeen scanning the “availibilities’ | The three-minute ceiling is not terfields in security and serenity for | essary because of time clearance on 
into the post-Crosby Eversharp- among agency men, feeling that the expected to result in any serious | the next two years, having signed a the Coast. What is unusual, how- 
Schick time, and wooed over Lionel answer to what CBS needs lies in | !°ss of revenue, but will have the | non-cancellable 24-month new ticket | ever, is that it will be the only 
Barrymore (“Mayor of the Town”) | someone with a background tran- effect of spreading out commercials | with Liggert & Myers for a resumed | “jive” Coast repeat on the network, 
from CBS. scending mere programming but | @"4 cutting down on length of plugs. | air show, starting Sept. 8 on NBC. | now that CBS has lifted the ban on ni 
Now ABC has set its guns on a|with the proper savvy in dealing |The three-minute ceiling includes; Como gets $6,000 weekly net for | transcribing repeats. ri 
multiple schedule of bigtime shows | with clients plus a full understand- | “me for a station break, too, which | his thrice-weekly broadcasts on the; Murrow will do two programs a BE 
for the Wednesday roster. It’s all |ing of sales techniques. (Continued on page 38) deal set by General Artists Corp. | night for a variety of reasons. First, i} 
tentative, but net execs aren’t going| It’s one of the factors that brought he wants to keep Coast listeners up t 
; to give up without a desperate | about the appointment of Hubbell ’ to the minute on spot coverage. to 
) struggle. For one thing, they're after | Robinson, Jr., an agency man, as take in developments during the 
~ (Continued on page 36) programming veepee. or S rogram 0 re all five-hour interim; second, he'll re- 
vamp the second program to accent 
Robinson Takes Over news of interest to Coast listeners ‘ 
| Hubbell assumed and to give it a Pacific slant. There’s 





PROGRAMMING BONER 
HITS ‘POPS’ IN T-Z0NE 


- Hollywood, July 29. 
That's no cigaret cough Paul 
Whiteman has, fellers. It’s an 
arummpff of embarrassment. (And 
that’s no butt, “Pops,” says Camel.) 


By a rare coincidence someone 


Robinson, Jr., 

his new position as a CBS veepee in 

New York on Monday (28) after a 
(Continued on page 38) 


HANK BOOREAM INTO 
MUTUAL PROGRAM SPO 


Mutual’s program veepee Phil 





transcription ban on Coast repeats 
s. “Truth or Consequences,” the 
| Procter & Gamble-sponsored Satur- 
day night program emceed by Ralph 
| Edwards. It represents a signal vic- 
tory for Edwards, who has long com- 





By NBC on Disking Coast Repeats 


First program to break the NBC | 





move coming approximately two 
{months after CBS decided to relax 
| its ban on all Coast repeats. 

Because of the peculiar pattern 
of his multiple-gadgeted show, Ed- 
| wards for years was required to go | 
through the business of putting on | 


| 


one thing, however, that “Murrow 

won't do; that is readapt his tech- 

nique to match the style of delivery 
(Continued on page 38) 


Whitehall’s Dramat As 
Bob Burns Replacement 





Over] Carlin yesterday (Tues.) appointed | plained about the added hardships a two full-blown productions each Hollywood, July 29. 
one the fact that some of Hendrik (Hank) Booream, until re- | live repeat worked on him. Saturday. « The show and the place have been 
guests on his ABC platter cently Coast manager for the NBC, however, says in the case| New P&G contract with Edwards set but not the time for the replace- 


Parade last week sort of overlapped 
a the domain that should be 
rise alone. It seems that Ches- 
Sui d's Perry Como and Lucky 
a Andy Russell were slated for | 
S during the quarter-hour the 

fynolds Co. bankrolls. | 


| 

camel watchdogs got wind of it, | 
th iteman got some wind for it, and | 
e tobacconist-troubadours were | 





a to segments paid for by, 
aa tema it, non-competitive spon- | 


9:94 


Hutchins ad ‘agency, to a new post 
of national program manager for 
the network. Booream will move in 
about Sept. 1, taking over full re- 
sponsibility for the overall produc- 
tion quality of MBS shows. At same 
time, Walter Lurie, the net’s execu- 
tive producer, will begin giving 
more time to new program develop- 
ment, especially on the Coast. 
Booream was with Young & 
Rubicam for eight years before the 
war. nee et &) 





|of Edwards it doesn't represent an 
l}encroachment on network policy; 
‘that further bids to move in on the 
'transcription ban will be resisted. 


_Rather, it’s an appreciation of the. 
|'manifold problems a live repeat | 


| presents to Edwards and, while the 
transcribed repeat will be handled 
as a network operation, it will be 
done on an individual station deal 
on delayed-broadcast basis. 


Nevertheless, it’s the first time that | 


'NBC has let down the bars, with 


|is at the signaturing stage, with the 
emcee holding off for weeks on sign- 
ing the pact because of his insistence 
that he be permitted to transcribe 
the repeat show. 

When Edwards returns’ with 
“T or C” on Sept. 6 he'll do live re- 
peats for four weeks, and on Oct. 4, 
upon expiration of daylight saving 
schedules, he'll switch over to the 
| recorded repeats. 

Compton is the agency on 


the 
P&G (Duz) account., , 


ment of the Bob Burns Show. It will 
be a dramatic format, as yet untitled, 
featuring young film contract players 
who will be introduced by guesting 
stars, top writers and directors of the 
motion picture industry. 

Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 
Bayles set the deal for Whitehall 
Pharmacal Co. (Kolynos and Ana- 
cin), and “early in October” it will 
start airing over NBC on Sundays, 
from 6:30 to 7 p. m., immediately pre- 
.ceding the Jack Benny Show, 
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Talent Scouts’ in Comm'l. Preem; 
[tll Sell Plenty of Tea for Lipton 





There's little question that Arthur? 


Godfrey is one of the major phe- 
nomena of his era. He’s practically 
snowballed his CBS programming 
routine into a one-man industry, as 
evidenced by the multiple chores he 
performs daily. In terms of income, 
he’s been described as one of the 
richest men in radio. Which could 
well be. And CBS’ faith in its “vet 
baby” (he’s been around via his 
WTOP-Washington origination near- 
ly a couple of decades) is now 
backed up by Lever Bros., in as- 
suming sponsorship of this network- 
packaged, 


account. 

This week (28) the program moved 
Yto the Monday-at-8:30 p.m. period 
in the revamp of the Levers’ pro- 
gramming, although show caught, 
the first under commercial auspices 
after nearly a year as a sustainer, 
was heard on Friday (25). And it 
served to point up anew that God- 
frey has grown up with the in- 
dustry. 

As a performer he’s a natural. He 
knows his way with a line; cer- 
tainly in the past year he’s developed 
enormously as a comedian in his 
own right. As an announcer there are 
few in the business who can match 
him in parlaying salesmanship and 
an easy flow of listenable, enter- 
taining gab. As a_ talent-seeking 


maestro, he’s the No. 1 man on the} 





ARTHUR GODFREY’S TALENT 
SCOUTS 
Writer: Kenny Lyons 
Producer: Irving Mansfield 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
LIPTON TEA 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 








give - the - talent-a-break | 
show on behalf of its Lipton Tea | 


LET’S TAKE A LOOK: 

With Frahk Byers, Peter Grant, Tom 
Kane, Dave Upson, Bill Querner, 
Harry Hall, Jeff Griggs, Allen 
Lurie, Wells Ginn, Rita Hackett, 
Laura Frazer; Bob Merryman, an- 
nouncer 

Writer: Alan Stern 

Producer: Charles Lammers 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 

LOOK MAGAZINE 

WLW-WINS, N. ¥. — 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

This. is a “guinea pig” show which 
the editors of Look are airing over 
the Crosley hookup (WLW, Ciptin- 
nati, and WINS, N. Y.) in a 13-week 
test with a view, presumably, of 
giving it wider, possibly network, 
circulation if it clicks. Stanza teed 
off early in July and consists of a 
dramatized preview of features in 
the upcoming issue of the pic 
weekly. 

In the caught session (23) “Let's 
Take a Look” unfolded the broad 
details of a Look exclusive, “Roose- 
velt’s Quarrel With Joe Stalin”; 
presented a teaser for another fea- 
ture, “What’s. Sinatra Going To Do 
Next?” without telling what, and 
dramatized a recent case from Look’s 
“Photo-Crime” whodunit dept. Peter 
Grant narrated the final sequences 
'as well as effectively portraying 
FDR in the opening segment, which 
Frank Byers narrated. Whole show 
had Grade A production, keyed for 
high listener appeal, although it 
would seem as though Look might 
sell itself better by dispensing with 
the “Photo-Crime” episode in favor 
of a third sequence similar to the 
first two. The public must. be pretty 
well acquainted with the mag’s who- 
dunit feature by now. 





kilocycles, for the Godfrey tech- 
nique, in contrast to many a quiz- 
audience participation emcee, is ad- 
mirable. He doesn’t talk down to his 
contestants, never grabs for a laugh 
at their expense, and’ he respects 
them as individuals. 

Reliable reports are that the boys 
who control the Lipton Tea bags 
stipulated via their CBS contract 
that Godfrey was to steer clear of 
the commercial plugging because 
they .wanted straight, dignified an- 
nouncements; bets were wagered 
that Godfrey would get in his 
innings. He did. And he put on a tea 
party that was calculated to delight 
the most-hardened agency client pro- 
ponent of “give-us-the-commercial- 
straight.” 

On Friday Godfrey was in his 
element, for nearly five minutes ex- 
tolling the virtues of Lipton Tea in 
his characteristic footloose-fancy 
free delivery and satiric overtones 
that made for boff entertainment. 
It’s a safe bet that Godfrey will 
continue to sell tea. 

Talent showcased on the program 
continues the pro standard set since 
its inception, aimed at extracting 
maximum entertainment values. 

One point in criticism: since to 
all intents the show is designed to 


reached through showcasing of the 
book’s headline items. 

| « Show originates from WLW. 
Doan. 


| HERE’S TO YOU 
| We Phil Hanna, Betty Brewer and 
| Her Bey Friends, Phil Davis’ orch; 
| Durward Kirby, anneuncer 
| Writer: Alton Alexander 
| Producer: Henry Hull, Jr, 
} 15 Mins.; Sun., 2:45 p.m. 
| HIRES CO. 
| WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 
(N. W. Ayer) 
| Thirty-minute root beer show has 
| been halved to 15 for the summer 
and a bubbly quarter-hour is the re- 
sult. Phil Hanna is still around to 
|croon pops and old faves in his easy 
| baritone to Phil Davis’ refreshing 
| arrangements, and Betty Brewer .and 
| her Boy Friends have been added to 
give the stanza nice voice variety. 
Miss Brewer has smooth purring 
pipes, pleasantly backed by her male 
|escorts, and duos harmoniously with 
|Hanna here and there: Davis’ mu- 
sickers, in addition to giving the 
|chirpers fanciful backing, turn in a 
| couple of tuneful stints. 

One of the nicest features of the 
| stanza, however, is its brief gab be- 
{tween numbers—just sufficient to set 








If added: 
readers are to be gained, they'll be | 





THE AIRLANE TRIO 
Following first returns from 
Lang-Worth’s radio survey (% 
completed), Cy Langlois, President, 
re-signed The Airlane Trio to ex- 
clusive contract. 

Lang-Worth’s 450 affiliates voted 
The Airlane Trio No. 1 among small 
instrumental groups. First tran- 
scriptions under the new contract 
were cut Monday, July 28, for late 
August release. 

LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 








on 








AL PEARCE AND HIS GANG 
With Arlene Harris, Ray Wencil, 

Peggy Mann, Lionel Allen, Felix 

DeCola, Bob Brown, Jeanne Van- 

derpile, Eddie McKeean, Paul 

‘Neighbors; Paul Masterson 
Writers: Jack Hasty, Bob Brown 
Producer-Director: Harfield Weedin 
60 Mins.; Sat., 9 a.m. 

Sustaining 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 

They should have teft this one in 
mothballs—it would have been bet- 
ter remembered. Stuff like this was 
great radio 20 years’ago; today it’s 
| just thirdrate potpourri. Pearce is 
tired and uninspired, and his gang— 
what there is of them—turns in stints 
ranging from better than fair to 
worse than poor. The gags are of 
hoary or how-corny-can-you-get-vin- 
tage and the stanza as a whole is 
nondescript. It’s difficult to see how 
ABC ean hope to hypo Saturday 
ayem listening via this item. 

Opening stanza (26), by Pearce’s 
own admission, “got off to a slippery 
start,” with no identification of the 
show being heard until a station 
break 15 minutes later. Pearce 
apologized for not having a 90-piece 





orch by way of introing his two- 
piano team, DeCola and Brown, and 
invited listeners to “watch their 
agile fingers.” The duo was par but 
not polished. Wencil came in for a 
low-comedy routine (Wencil: “I took 
my girl to the circus.” Pearce: “Did 
they accept her?”). Chirper Peggy 


| Mann, guesting, contributed a couple | 


| of songs; her piping was above the 
| general level of the show. A crooner 
| from’ Catalina named Paul Neigh- 
bors was considerably less good. 
| Jeanne Vanderpile, an actress with 
| three babies at home (Pearce re- 
ported), joined with Pearce in a 
| silly Sunday-morning breakfast skit. 
At this point, Pearce threw in 
'some gratis caution to parents to 
| keep the kids away from the high 


evaluate talent on basis of audience | the locale (Hires’ summer cottage on | YAVC4 - a mane ee eee 
reaction, on more than one occasion |, lakefront) and segue the songs. Outside Hollywood, in case ignorant 


the palm (and sometimes the sesame 
to the bigtime) has gone to a run- 
nerup contestant. It happened last 
Friday, when the audience odds 
were in favor of the operatic con- 
trib. After spending a_ half-hour 
demonstrating that he’s not only a 
great showman but a pretty terrific 


guy, Godfrey’s weighing-of-the-scales | 


in the wrong direction can nullify 
a lot of good. 

Show has already spiraled quite 
a few into the show biz limelight 
and will undoubtedly serve to 
springboard others into prominence. 
Irving Mansfield continues to offer 
a sock production job, It’s a smooth- 
running half-hour. Rose. 





LEON PEARSON 

With Les Tremayne 

Producer-Director: Bill Neel 

15 Mins.; 6 p.m., Sunday 

LEE HATS 

WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 
(Weintraub) 

Leon Pearson, brother of commen- 
tator Drew Pearson and editor of the 
Paris bureau of the Hearst-controlled 
International News Service, is now 
the occupant of the Drew Pearson 
session while latter is on a six-week 


* vacation. 


There's apparently little difference 
either in the political views or tex- 
ture of either. If anything, Leon has 
more inflammatory qualities, prob- 
ably through his schooling as the 
“Paris representative of Hearst. 

Many of the views of European 

oliticos and militarists as quoted by 
Saaruee are fairly alarming, such as 
the one in which a general voices 
a preference of war with Russia now 
before that country recovers from 
the effects of the last carnage. 


However, in the case of Leon Pear- 
son, the line of thinking is more 
easilv identified. His commentary 
appears packed with Hearst in over- 
tones. As such his ee og doesn’t 
have the impact itt m c 
from more-+sober-minded pres 

ose. 


It’s a little amazing that the spon- 


| sor is able to work in two commer- 


'cials on top of all this, but they’re 


pleasingly integrated and the “Noth- | 


{ing is so good as. Hires” ditty is one 
'of radio’s least irritating. On the 
| whole, the show is nicely — 
| oan, 


,NEW LIGHT ON LINCOLN 

| With Jehn Daly, others 

| Director: John Becker 

| Writer: William Kendall Clark 
| 30 Mins.; Sat., 3:30 p.m. 

| Sustainine 

| WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

The Robert Todd Lincoln collec- 
tion of memorabilia of the Civil War 
president has been the subject of 
conjecture among Lincolnian scholars 
ever since R. T. Lincoln began col- 
lecting them after assassination of 
the emancipator. 

These documents. which have been 
in the vaults of the Library of Con- 
gress since 1919. were seen for the 
first time Saturday in keeping with 


Todd Lincoln’s stipulation that they | 


be kept from public view for 21 years 
after his death. 

The CBS Documentary unit, with 
John Daly doing the commentary, 
aired the ceremonies attending the 
unveiling with the dignity the event 
deserved. Daly’s handling of the 
occasion was Just short of austere, 


of the Lebrarian of Congress and 
four of the foremost Lincolnian 
scholars, Daly telescoped the 15 
hours that elapsed between the open- 
ing of the vaults at midnight Fri- 
day, and the time of the broadcast 
when the scholars 
archives had a little time to evaluate 
some of the collection. Recording of 
the midnight ceremonies were re- 
| played at the broadcast. 

| Daly's handling of the session cre- 





, ated the full impact of that historic | 


-moment in a manner that let the im- 


j oratorical embroidery to the event. 
Jose. 


apparently mindful of the historic | 
value of the event. In the presence 


studying the’ 


non - Californians don’t know). 
Arlene Harris stepped front center 
| for a goodish telephone monolog act. 
| Fourth and final “act” was Eddie 
| MeKeean’s routine as Elmer Blurp, 
“America’s low-pressure salesman,” 
and while corny, was tops alongside 
| the alleged comedy that had pre- 
ceded it. 

When this “solid hour of sparkling 
entertainment” had passed, it was 
like a breath of fresh air to hear 
“Wake Up and Smile,” the zippy 
hour-long Chicago stanza which has 
been moved back from 9 to 10 o’clock 
to follow Pearce. But if ABC can’t 
peddle “Wake Up,” chipper as it is, 
‘how is ABC ever going to interest 
anybody in the Pearce act? Unless 
there’s some bankroller around with 
a severe case of nostalgia. 

The Pearce show, incidentally, is 
, transcribed. Doan. 
| 


| 

STORIES OF SAINTS 
With Father Francis H. Woods 
| 15 Mims.; 11:15 a. m., Sat. 

WGY, Schenectady 

Father Francis H. Woods. chap- 
lain of the College of St. Rose in 
| Albany and active in the dioeesan 
‘Radio Guild, has been broadcasting 
! this children’s quarter-hour show for 

more than three years. Present 
block is later than the original one, 
but feature has always been aired on 
‘Saturday morning. While broadly 
Catholic in background and _ tone, 
the program is designed for listening 
by youngsters of all faiths. It is the 
only one on a Capital District out- 
let which features a priest as story 
teller. 

Program is not popular radio, in 
the sense that term is generally em- 
ployed, but has a place in a well- 
rounded schedule for WGV or any 
other station that does not limit it- 
self to the conventional types. 
| “Stories.of Saints” is mildly enter- 
taining. informative, inspiring and 
spiritual, 

Chief appeal probably Wes with 


' 








ght if coming | portance of the occasion override any | younger children, many of whose 


| parents. of varied creeds, have writ- 
| ten letters to Father Woods. Jaco. 


DEMOCRACY and COMMUNISM 

With Bill Burns, announcer and 
moderater; Rev. Vincent P. Bren- 
nan, Joseph Sudimach, Rey Hud- 
son, James Dolsen 

Producer: Robert Posi 

25 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KQV, Pitt. 

Mutual outlet in Pittsburgh, which 
has steadily been building a reputa- 
tion for kicking up plenty of dust, 
has latched onto another hot potato 
in this new series. It’s the first 
known instance of giving the Com- 
munists freedom of the air at no 
cost, and that’s something requiring 
plenty of courage these days, con- 
sidering the way the wind’s blow- 
ing. But then courage is something 
KQV has never lacked. It has 4 
pretty consistent record in that de- 
partment. 

Show caught on Friday (25) was 
a particularly hot one, since the sub- 
ject was “Religion in Russia.” De- 
fending the USSR were Roy Hud- 
son, chairman of the Communist 
Party in Western Pennsylvania, and 
James Dolson, Pittsburgh represen- 
Native for the Daily Worker, and 
lined up against them were Rev. 
Vincent P. Brennan, of the Holy 
Angels Catholic Church, and Joseph, 
Sudimach, treasurer of the Greek 
Catholic Union in Millvale, a neigh- 
boring community. Shooting the 
getaway questions at them, and pull- 
ing the brakes when the heat’s 
turned on, is Bill Burns, station’s 
news editor. 

There’s one big trouble with a 
program like this. -The spokesmen 
obviously come armed with baskets 
full of statistics and authorities, and 
they quote them ad infinitum. And 
there’s never been a set of statistics 
invented that didn’t sound con- 
vincing when it’s shot out fast. What 
this session proved was practically 
nothing. Father Brennan and Sudi- 
mach held that religion as such in 
Russia was a sham, and they had 
their statistics and authorities to 
back them up; Hudson and Dolson 
insisted that religion was a very 
real thing in the USSR, and they, 
too, had a lot of printed words to 
substantiate their contention. 


Like most controversial subjects 
which are many-sided, it’s prac- 
tically impossible to keep the argu- 
ments on a straight line. They go 
| off every which way into all phases 
of Soviet policy, some of them 
touching only remotely on religion, 
and tempers at times get a little 
itchy and there are some flareups. 
All makes for interesting listening, 
however. 

Occasionally everybody’s in there 
trying to talk at once but Burns 
keeps them pretty well in check so 
that the confusion’s kept at a mini- 
mum. In such a setup, too, the 
articulateness of the adversaries 
is important. The side with the 
| best voices and the most conviction 
iin them can get a fairly impressive’ 
jump on the gun. In that respect, 
program seems to be eminently fair. 
At least on this show, the teams 
weren't too uneven, 


If, however, KQV is determined te 
be completely above-board in letting 
Democracy and Communism speak 
for themselves, then the station 
could be accused of a certain un- 
fairness at the windup. Program it- 
self consumes 25 minutes: the final 
five in the halfhour brings on Ray 
Starr in a session of gab called The 
American Way, which is usually 
sponsored by some loca] business 
organization. On this show, the tab 
picker-upper preferred to remain 
anonymous; on past ones, though, 
they have identified themselves. As 
the label indicates, the concluding 
stanza is a_ platitudinous essay. 
Doesn’t attempt to summarize any- 
thing, since it’s prepared—naturally 
—beforehand, while what goes on 
immediately preceding it is right off 
the cuff. Only way station can go 
whole hog is to give Communists a 
crack at five minutes, too, so that 
they can also get in a word without 
interruption. 

Questions just once in a while re- 
ceive direct answers and. of course, 
most of the time the Commies are 
on the defensive. That means they're 
generally talking around the princi- 
pal issue. Hudson, however, got in 
a solid punch when he quoted a lead 
article from the Pittsburgh Catholic 
by a priest from Russia telling of 
the freedom of and upswing in re- 
ligion there, but mitigating some- 
what against this was Dolson’s quot- 
ing a pro opinion by former Ambas- 
sador Davies—he said it was the 
former ambassador—but who turned 
out to be another Davies altogether. 


On this show, Father Brernan was 
the No. 1 man for Democracy—or 
at least as a decided skeptic about 
freedom of religion in Russia—and 
Hudson got in the best licks for his 
side. They were both eloquent de- 
spite certain standardizations in 
their arguments. : 

There's certainly one thing to be 
said for the show. It’s never dull. 
The boys are right in there pitching 
for their side all the time although 
on the subject of Religion in Russia, 
there wasn’t very much arguing for 
Democracy. It was chiefly a session 
of Father Brennan and Sudimach 
punching holes in the proposition 
that there is real religion in the 
USSR and Hudson and Dolson try- 
ing to plug up the leaks. 

In this respect, the program’s label 





is a misnomer. . Whaf it amounts to 





ABE BURROWS SHOW 


Writer: Burrows 

15 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 

WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

Here is 15 delightful minutes of 
adult nonsense. Simply a case of a 
guy—in this case a talented one— 
sitting down at a piano and supple- 
menting some expert keyboarding 
with those satirical songs (“Gir] 
With the Three Blue Eyes,” etc.) 
that has projected Burrows into 
prominence as-one of radio’s better 
comedy scripters and songsmiths. 

Since this appears to be the year 
for satire in radio, perhaps it was 
only natural for CBS to showcase 
Burrows, heretofore a behind-the- 
scenes operator as scripter of “Duf- 
fy’s Tavern,” the Dinah Shore show, 
etc, with his own stanza. He’s in as 
a summer filler in the Saturday 10:30 
period and, wisely, they've kept it 
aGewn to 15 minutes—which isn't 
overdoing a good thing. 

Burrows’ “typical topical type” 
song, his “solution type” show, his 
“disrespectful arrangement” (of “Ol’ 
Man River,’ backed by piano, bass 
and steel guitar), or again his docu- 
mentary travelog (no film, and with 
color) depicting the wonders of 
Waukeshaw Natural Bridge —all 
these comprised delightful listening, 
summertime or anytime. And Bur- 
rows knows his way with a mike, as 
well as a piano. Rose. 
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‘Follow-up Comment 


SAAD 


Kenyon & .Eckhardt’s “Arthur's 
Place” CBS program on behalf of 
its new -client, Borden, took on a 
strictly pro quality for the first time 
last Friday (26). This was due prin- 
cipally fo the spotting of Jack Kirk- 
wood in the lead role as replacement 
for Arthur Moore. Where the latter 


| failed, Kirkweod succeeds in giving 
|a distinctiveness to the characteriza- 
| tion. Since the preem a few weeks 





| 
| 








back, there’s evidence, too, of better 
scripting. True, there’s still a car- 
bon-copy aura about the whole show, 
both in the gags, situations, the as- 
sorted characterizations, etc. and 
plenty of corn can still be extracted. 
But at least K&E has moved in the 
right direction in taking “Arthur’s 
Place” out of its previous amateur 
programming status. 





Ethel Merman proved—if that’s 
necessary at this point—that she’s a 
thoroughly competent straight come- 
dienne as well ds a singing one last 
Sunday (27) when she guested on 
CBS’s “Silver Theatre” in the title 
role of “Leave It to Ethel,” an orig- 
inal scripted especially for her by 
Bill Stuart and Jerry Rice. The ve- 
hicle was unsensational, but Miss 
Merman rode it for all it was worth, 
with the capable help of Bud Collyer 
and Howard Smith. It wasn’t quite 
clear why it was necessary for the 
authors to have Miss Merman do 
the role in her own name—and even 
less clear was the exclamation she 
had to give out with here and there, 
“Oh, Ethel, you Merman you!”—but 
she did delight Merman fans who 
love that old Merman touch. 





John Roeburt, author of the cur- 
rent novel “Seneca, U.S.A.”, got a 
load of conscience off:his chest in a 
quickie guestshot last Sunday (27) 
on William S. Gailmor’s WHN (N.Y.) 
commentary airer. Roeburt, long a 
writer for radio, magazines and 
books, said “Seneca” was an affirma- 
tive expression of guilt feelings built 
up within him by “years of writing 
whodunits and boy-meets-girl hog- 
wash.” He had a feeling of derelic- 
tion, he said, because he wasn’t deal- 
ing in significant materials really 
important to people and America in 
these critical years. 

Every writer worth his salt, Roe- 
burt felt, should lay aside the con- 
cerns of money and fame and exert 
his influence to combat “the dark 
reality of America today—a fright- 
ening complex of bigotry, race 
hatred, tensions in labor, in busi- 
ness, and in government, that must 
bring on World War III, if un- 
checked.” His second motivation in 
writing “Seneca,” Roeburt said, was 
born of “disillusionment in the con- 
temporary handling of the grim 
issues of race hatred by far better 
writers than I. I read books of fic- 
tion dealing with intolerance to see 
if the other fellow was doing the job 
I couldn’t bring myself to do. And 
my conclusion was that the other 
fellow was pae his punches , . - 
That’s why I wrote ‘Seneca’—to edu- 
cate the fellow next door... show 
him what really inoculates him with 
the virus if faseism.” 

_Pity Gailmor didn’t have more 
time to let Roeburt talk. 





is Communism on the spot, with the 
Commies doing the catching and the 
others in the pitcher’s box. O 
course, indirectly, Democracy’s cause 
is being argued in any discrediting 
of the Reds despite Communists’ in- 
sistence that their form of govern- 
ment is the ultimate realization of 
Democracy, 

Any way the thing’s looked at, 
you've got to give KQV credit for 
—s in where others do very 
little treading, even if the station 


does make quite sure at the finish 
that there’s naturally no question 
just where it stands. 


Cohen. 
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‘TELE TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE 




















| Kilpatrick Convinced Tele 
Will Increase Sports B. O. 


Despite the “No Trespassing” signs ¢ 
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lil MONT SETS |Tell-Tele-Story-To-Public’ Drive 


Currently Being Mapped by Chieftains 





. = , © “t . « & P 9 ° 
recently posted at severat — Television Review ' * An industry-wide television public 
arenas for television broadcasters, $ By BOB STAHL | relations pitch to prove to the pub- 


Madison Sq. Garden Corp., N. : fe is 
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Television small-station operators 


Chi Times Retains Tele 





_ that tele is an actuality and not 


still not at all worried about video DISK MAGIC are slated to get their biggest break | . fp socntan gor Par berg up Bho. Buck 
cutting into its gate receipts. In With Jack Kilty, Eve Young, Fred- DE ieeieer aces cn gain a Plans With Sun Merger | ®°:: te pth teed Bh sag hh wer a 
fact, according to Gen. John Reed ll ma ae Ben Nova, Mylo & devised Tele-Recorder. Special mo- | e Chicago, July 29 |in the trade. What form the final 
Kilpatrick, Garden prexy, the man- Producer-Director: Edwin S. Mills tion- picture camera .designed to | Merger of the Chicago Sun, Mar- | program will take has yet to be de- 
agement is more convinced than ever 30 Mins.; Friday, 8 p.m. record shows on film directly off the shall Field morning sheet, and the | cided but almost every official in 

-i]1 materially increase the Sustaining face of a receiving tube, the recorder | Chicago Daily Times, p.m, tabloid| the industry is convinced of the 
that tele w! d WNBT-NBC, N. Y. will make possible television’s first | will not affect the proposed plans of | need for such a public education job. 


number of sports fans in much the 


It kad to happen — a television 


transcription service. DuMont plans 





the Times for a tele license. Richard 


Even in N. Y., where the audience 


same manner that radio did. disk -jockey—and now he appears | to license the film to small stations J. Finnegan, publisher of the Times, | for a single televised sports event 
Kilpatrick’s statement was made a dis tert of Jack Kilty, legit | throughout the country, to whom it | gave no indication that there would |has been estimated at as high as 
in the midst of a flurry of retrench- rar wig poe” pe ae sae re- | can be shipped via air express, with|be a withdrawal of video plans. | 300,000, the public is believed woe- 
n S Salaries eing | y p j i yar é i adio adviser, | fully ignor: > subiec 
sents against assignment of video drawn down -by his radio confreres, the web thereby jumping the gun | Howard Lane, Field radio adviser, | fully ignorant on the subject of 


rights by sports promoters through- 
out the country. Promoters of the 
Rocky Graziano-Tony Zale fight in 
Chicago two weeks ago refused to 


though, it’s doubtful whether Kilty 
will make much on this, since the 
show is a sustaining summer re- 
placement for the U. S. Rubber- 
sponsored “Campus Hoopla.” And 
again, unlike radio summer replace- 


on all other forms of tele network- 
ing. 

System will thus benefit the small 
town station operators in much the 
same way that radio’s electrical 
transcriptions have given wee-watt 


discussion of tele yet, his boss was 
friendly to such an operation, al- 
though Field has not gone into the 
video field in any of his own stations 
as yet. 








said that while there had. been no | 


video. Warren Wade, NBC tele’s pre- 
|gram director cited the case of a 
|renting agent representating one of 
the larger N. Y. realty firms. On the 
|trail of an available apartment. 
Wade told the agent that he couldn’t 


permit WBKB to televise the bout, eerie ya little hoy - makes for | AM stations top talent shows at Times has no radio interests here, | take it unless he was given permis- 
‘ despite the fact that it drew the big- ny lauine iaee pie af Mg it | little cost. Because of the almost | but uses heavy newscast program. | sion to install a television set. “Tele- 
gest gate in Chi’s fight history. Os- might be built into a good all-year- utter lack to date of video network Field owns WJJD, limited operation vision?’ said the agent. “What’s 
ie ‘pehech wad fear that tele round job. facilities, however, it will be that | station, and has plans for FM opera- | that? 
s e S Jas c ’ » " . r¢« ~ nda | os re tae Be } x 
Per cut into the boxoffice take. Apparently fully cognizant of the much agg laren tegihnage to small video | tion here this fall. | Another problem that tele top- 
Le ic Stadi in Los Angeles has | {ct that tele must have some visual stations. System is also expected to |pers feel they must clarify to the 
Olympic Stadium in Los Angeles NaS | aation to sustain lure many more top-coin advertisers : 


also cancelled the deal it had with 
Paramount’s KTLA to permit tele- 
vising of fights, even though Ford 
Motors had already signed to spon- 


audience interest, 
producer-director Edwin S. Mills has 
embellished the show with a num- 
ber of interest-building gimmicks. 
In addition to live guest stars who 


into the tele fold, since the promise 
of viewers in cities outside the area 
in which large shows originate will 
offer clients that much more cir- 


Combo Fax-Tele 


public is that such a thing as live 
programming exists. Surprising num- 
ber of people, including some who 
are constant viewers, are still under 


ht Y os lg ; the impression that everything th 

ae SeennOnets, ob aageety rod ‘hint dina. oe culation. ° see on tials tele rl etaniai pe 
Citing the opposite view taken by | show a recording artist “in person.” Camera was designed by Harry “ me ea ere film. Fact that they can watch a 

the Garden, Kilpatrick noted that | Kilty, meanwhile, carries on a run- | Milholland, manager of DuMont's baseball game or a boxing match 


contracts had recently been ex- 
tended another year for NBC to 
televise all fights promoted by the 
20th Century Sporting Club and for 
CBS to air all other events from the 
Garden, including the Ringling 
Bros. Barnum & Bailey circus. Kil- 
patrick qualified his views by con- 
ceding that tele might hurt the gate 
on a certain event, such as a base- 
ball game played on a night when 
the weather looked inclement. “Fans 
can probably be expected toa stay 
home in front of their television sets 
on a night like that, instead of tak- 
ing a chance of getting wet at the 
ball park,” he declared. 


Radio Gave It Impetus, Too 


Garden prexy recalled that when 
radio first started, sports promoters 
were afraid of what it might do to 
their boxoffice. “They tried to arrange 
for all broadcasts to be carried on a 
strictly remote basis, banning them 
from the city in which the fight was 
staged,” he said. “But thousands of 
people listening to the broadcasts in 
all parts of the country became fight 
fans and decided to see the fights in 
person as soon as they came to town. 
I'm convinced that radio thus built 
up thousands of new fight fans and 
that television will work the same 
Way.” 


Kilpatrick scoffed at the reminder 
that television’s current audience far 
exceeds the’ number of people who 
pay their way at the boxoffice to see 
a fight. “If 400,000 people see an 
event on’ television,’ he declared, 
“there will be enough who want to 
see it in person to assure the pro- 
moters a sellout for the next event.” 
Desire of the public to see a sports 
event in person and to get. out and 
mingle with the crowds will far ex- 
ceed those who bypass the ticket 
windows to watch it on a tele set at 
home or in their favorite bars. 


Garden Corp., as well as the fight 
Promoters who use the arena’s facili- 
ties, are still anticipating the tre- 
mendous gates that will be made 
Possible through theatre television, 
Kilpatrick said. He painted an op- 
timistic picture of a network of thea- 


ning kibitz with his engineer in 
the control booth and kids around 
with songstress Eve Young, brought 
into the program as an eager-beaver 
trying to break into video’s bigtime. 
For some technical reason, Mills 
steered away from picking up the 
music directly from the turntable at 
Kilty’s side, preferring instead to 
synchronize the view with music cut 
in from the control booth. Syn- 
chronization job didn’t hit once, 
leaving Kilty looking pretty silly as 
he touched the needle to a record 
of which several bars were already 
heard. For some unexplainable rea- 
son, Mills also cut the music in the 
middle of comic Ben Dova’s act, 
leaving Dova literally hanging in 
midair from his fake lamp-post. 
Otherwise, the show ran smooth- 
ly. Kilty, who formerly played 
“Curley” in the Broadway cast of 
“Oklahoma!”, made an affable disk 
jock and sang several tunes for,good 
results. Miss Young added to the 
show, both with her pleasing per- 
sonality and her singing, and Fred- 
eric de Wilde did well as Kilty’s lazy 
engineer. Dance team of Mylo and 
Tamis gave a neat assist, along with 
Dova, in the guest spots. Stal. 


E. McDonald Claims Film 
Exec Sees 20,000,000 New 


Patrons Via Phone Vision 


Chicago, July 29. 

Eugene McDonald, head of Zenith 
Radio Corp., revealed here last 
week, that he was negotiating with 
a top motion picture exec interested 
in the pay-as-you-see tele system. 
Film official’s idea is that 20,000,000 
new customers can eventually be ob- 
tained through the new media. 
Heads of major distribs here said 
that as far as they knew, their com- 
panies were not involved. : 


Prices, according to McDonald, 
for first run film would be $1 out of 
which film producer would get 25c 
or in average size family of five, a 
return of five cents per person in 
contrast to present pay-off of four- 
and-a-half cents. Other 75c of the 





transcription department, and was 
built to his specifications by East- 
man Kodak. Milholland received a 
patent on it last January, but the 
raft of technical bugs have only ,re- 





cently been ironed out by Eastman. 
Although the final models haven't 
yet been delivered, success of a test 
conducted last week, when a Du- 
Mont-televised boxing match was 
recorded, has led DuMont toppers 
to set the Sept. 1 date as the time 
it will be ready for commercial use. 


See Many Advantages 

Advantages of the Tele-Recorder 
(it was formerly labeled tentatively 
a tele-transcripter) are believed to be 
innumerable. In addition to the bene- 
fits to be derived by small station 
operators and advertisers, the entire 
tele industry itself is expected to be 
aided immeasurably. Fact that small 
towns will have available large tele 
network shows, including major 
sports events, is expected to result 
in an onslaught of station applica- 
tions for cities outside the major 
market areas, which will expand the 
market that much more for receiv- 
ing sets and station equipment. 

Studios will benefit through having 
at last a system whereby they can 
build a permanent library of shows 
to be used as reference for ad agen- 
cies or in case of legal suit of some 
kind is filed against them. Producers 
and directors will have a means of 
studying their past efforts and so 
correcting mistakes, and actors will 
have a chance of.seeing themselves 
in action. Network time salesmen, 
moreover, will be able to prove to 
potential sponsors the type of show 
the web can build for them by 

(Continued on page 40) 


WBKB SKEDS BIG PIX 
AS PHONE-VISION DARE 


Chicago, July 29. 
Challenging the phone-vision of 
Eugene McDonald, Zenith prexy, for 
which video viewers would pay a 
charge for seeing first run films, 
Capt. Bill Eddy is arranging a sched- 





By Philly's WFIL 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

A combination deal of time on the 
video outlet plus space in the fac- 
simile edition of the Philadelphia In- 
quirer will be offered time buyers 
this fall by WFIL-TV. 
| Announcing the combination fea- 
|ture Sat. (26), Roger W. Clipp, 
| WFIL general manager, saéd the 10 
| facsimile receivers would be placed 
| in various sections of the city, in- 
| cluding prominent downtown loca- 
tions,sand would 
readership of approximately 1,000,000 
persons 

“The purchase of advertising 
rights for a telecast and the fac- 
simile rights. for the same event 
provides the advertiser with a log- 
ical and practical promotional mer- 
chandising tieup,’ said Clipp. “While 
a telecast is being transmitted to 
homes all over the city, facsimile re- 
ceivers will carry the advertiser’s 
account of the event both in the 
homes and in places selected for 
public demonstration.” Clipp added 
that WFIL plans. to be on the air 
this fall with both tele and facsimile 
stations, with the rates for the fac- 
simile space to be on a per-page, 
per-recorder basis. 

In this connection, it was pointed 
out.that the formula for setting up 
the facsimile advertising charges 
will includé not only the size of the 
space, but thé circulation—as de- 
termined by the number of viewers 
for each set. Hence, said Clipp, 
there might be two separate rates, 
one for the home receivers and an- 
other for the sets located for public 
viewing. Ten facsimile receivers for 
public viewing have already been 
spotted insofar as locations at busy 
intersections are concerned. 

“Pending the mass production of 
facsimile receivers, placement of the 
receivers at such strategic points 
would give television advertisers 
visibility for their messages and like- 
wise they could use the facsimile 
medium to focus attention on their 








have a potential | 


simultaneous with its actual occur- 
rence evidently has never been ex- 
plained to them. Chief problem for 
the public relations program to com- 
bat, however, is the number of 
| newspaper and magazine stories that 
|have been published either to kid 
| tele or to confuse the public inten- 
tionally on the medium. Despite the 
| fascinating true aspects of video, one 
| broadcaster pointed out, mag pub- 
|lishers evidently believe that any 
| story on the subject must be “sen- 
'sational” to be of interest. That in- 
|cludes a rehash of the so-called 
| “funny” anecdotes that constantly 
|occur in tele because the medium is 
so new, but which are just.as con- 
stantly being solved and thus out- 
dated. 


Several of the broadcasters favor 
making their educational pitch via 
tele programming, carrying such 
shows on a sustaining basis as a 
public service gesture that would 
benefit both the public and the in- 
dustry. Majority of the trade, how- 
ever, believes the best recourse 
would be fighting fire with fire, or 
trying to plant favorable stories in 
the same publications that have car- 
ried unfavorable ones. Programming 
would hit only those people pres- 
ently owning sets, it’s pointed out, 
and would leave the rest of the pub- 
lic still in the dark. 








Luckies Into Tele For 
2-Station College Grid 
Game Airings Via Ayer 


American Tobacco Co. will enter 
television sponsorship this fall by 
bankrolling college football games 
over WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) and 
WBKB (Balaban’& Katz, Chicago), 
Instead of the Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing ad agency, which now handles 
all Lucky Strike radio advertising, 
however, the video account has 
been placed through N. W. Ayer. 





It was necessary for the tobacco 
firm to assign Ayer to its television, 


tre : dollar would go to phone or power | ule of full length features for WBKB,| current and forthcoming telecasts,” | it’s believed, because that agency 

he utying the broadcast of a|company and tele transmitting sta-| Starting with “Shanghai Gesture,” | said Clipp. had rights sewed up to both the 
a on their screens simultaneous | tion. However, head of Zenith did | sked includes “Nothing Sacred,” “A , Army and Notre Dame ‘football 
that = actual occurrence, declaring | not explain what is to prevent large | Star Is Born,” “Young in Heart,” WFIL Preps News Outfit games which American Tobacco 
in evelopment of theatre tele and | congregations of people attending | and “Dancing Pirate.” ; Philadelphia, July 29. wanted. Army games were spon- 
elats ork video to a point of commer- | home or other showings and thereby | Films are being bought from a re- WFIL is quietly setting up a news- sored last year over WNBT by 
ization were the only things now decreasing the take at home and the | issue exchange and have _ been | reel adjunct to its television station | Goodyear Tire & Rubber, which has 


i ro, in the way. With hundreds 

eatres throughout the country 
Charging $1 a throw, he indicated 
the wey at not mean too much if 
low actual take at the fight itself was 


“We've cooperated in every wa 

— with television since the 04 
raat and will continue to do so,” 
an :. We're very glad that tele- 
on is in the Garden and feel con- 
at our relations with the 


fident th 
Oadcasters will continue on the 


pattern,” 
ryenth in a series on Television) 
. ecied g oD » « © J 


boxoffice. This is evidenced from 
the large groups that watch video in 
taverns. 

Capt. Bill Eddy, head of local 
video station, WBKB, contrasted the 
Commander’s opinion with state- 
ment that American public will re- 
fuse to pay for entertainment, in ad- 
dition to original cost of the set, 
especially since sponsors are ready 
and eager to foot the bill. He added 
that film action is paced for mass 
reaction of a_ theatre 
whereas video requires an entirely 





different concept and pacing. 


audience, | 


cleared with the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, in that they had 
been produced before February of 
last year, when the AFM ban on 
music, other than records, for tele 
went into effect. 

Films will be seen Saturday 
‘nights, but station is going to try 
'them on different days and time pe- 
lriods. Pix may be switched to ac- 
‘tion, western, murder, or comedy, 
| depending on what the audience goes 
for. One thought is to put them on 
after midnight to check response to 
late screenings. 














qa 


which is all set to start operation 
this fall. 

The staff is being organized 
'Kenneth W. Stowman, WFIL tele 
| director, and has already been seen 
paround town covering spot news to 
build up a background library for 
the station. 





Plan, as formulated by 


by | 
|lack then of transmission facilities 


taken a temporary hiatus from tele 
advertising. ND games were not 





televised last year because of the 


|from South Bend to Chicago. 


Present plans call for the airing 
of 17 games in all. Final deal has 





| 


not been set, however, since neither 


| Stowman, is to have a newsreel lab | Army nor Notre Dame officials have 


in the studios 
‘films and transmitted within 
, minutes when lensmen return from 
| spot assignment. 
|ing made to 
bugs. \ 


| 


geared to process | decided whether they want a toe 
15 | bacco 


the 
Some 


firm connected with 
names of their institutions. 


Test runs are be-!|of Northwestern University’s home 
iron out mechanical | games may also be included in the 


deal for airing over WBKB. 
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BMB 


Contracts will be in the mail this 
week to all radio stations in the 
country inviting them, on a monthly 
fee basis, to come in on a new 15- 


point, “five-year plan” of the 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau, 
The plan, unanimously okayed by 


BMB’s exec committee in a N. Y. 
huddle last Thursday (24), sets up 
the tripartite bureau (NAB, ANA 
and AAAA) as a “permanent opera- 
tion” which will engage in various 
audience research projects and re- 
finements, conduct its second na- 


tionwide listener study in 1949, a 
third in 1951, “and _ periodically 
thereafter.” 


Question immediately raised in 
industry circles is whether the 
broadcasters, even given a “painless” 
pay-as-you-go scheme of financing, 
and even though the plan has the 
official (and non-paying) blessing 
of the broadcaster, advertiser and 
agency orgs—will kick in their cash 


money for unspecified research 
projects pending a 1949 audience 
survey, findings of which will not 


be available in all probability until 
late that year or early in 1950. 

Squawks are plentiful already 
over the outdatedness of the original 
1946 study. C. E. Hooper, who came 
up with a postcard survey plan for 
BMB and got a swift thumbs-down, 
continues to argue that the broad- 
casters are left in a “measurement 
vacuum” with the shelving of the 
No. 2 study, originally scheduled 
for 1948. 

BMBers, on the other hand, take 
the long view; contending that it’s 
more important to put the bureau 
on a continuous and permanent 
basis, a la the newspapers’ Audit 
Bureau of Circulation and Canadian 
radio’s Bureau’ of Broadcast Meas- 
urement, and engage in thorough 
evaluation of known techniques and 
exploration of new ones. before 
launching a second nationwide 
listener count. 


Top Rate $600 Monthty 
» A modified “Canadian plan” was 
adopted by the BMB exec group in 


Projects Its ‘Painless’ 15-Point 
‘Pay-as-We-Research’ Plan to Stations 


Mitts or Doves? 


Next six weeks will tell the 
tale of whether BMB prexy 
Hugh Feltis and his cohorts 
head for the .NAB convention in 
Atlantic City as a thank-you- 
boys mission or for a here-we- 
go-again round of cajoling and 
hat passing. 

BMB isn’t up for another NAB 
endorsement fight as it was last 
October in Chicago; up to now, 
in fact, BMB isn’t known to be 
on the upcoming agenda at all. | 
That the bureau’s toppers will 
be around, as fuller-explanation 


monthly subscription rate on sta- 
tions’ time rate cards, as BBM does, 
the BMB fees were set up on a bisis 
of net sales income for the calendar 
year of 1946. Fees begin at $6 for 
stations with a net income of $25,- 
000 or less and range up to $124 
monthly for stations with a °'46 in- 


ric of 8 Yap a oy ews spokesmen for their new five- 
jew “4 = $ oe . y - Py sap ony year plan if nothing else, is a 
wit | SRC OM Ss OS Cres $3, igs foregone conclusion. 

Stations are put “on their honor 





| Bureau of about $500,000 per year,” 





How stations react, between 
now and then, to the new BMB 
pay-as-we-research program, 
however, will determine whether 
the Feltis team wears sparring 
mits or kid gloves to AC, come 
September. 


ABC’S DOCUMENTARY 
—A LA WALT DISNEY 


Looks like Donald Duck will tee 
off ABC’s fall-winter programming 
in the documentaries bracket. Bob 
Saudek, director of public affairs, is 
prepping a one-hour airer tentative- 
ly slotted’ for 9 p.m., Monday, Sept. 
8, built around a recent statistic- 
heavy report on “America’s Needs 
and Resources.” To lighten up the 
air version of the report, Saudek 
got a go-ahead from Walt Disney to 
employ his animated .characters in 
the telling. 

Result is that probably Donald 
Duck and Jiminy Cricket will be 
depicted on a tour of the U. S. in 


to classify themselves according to 
their incomes. 

“Station contracts are drawn to 
yield an estimated net income to the 


says BMB’s 15-point plan. “These 
rates, on a monthly payment basis, 
are 20% less than those quoted in 
the previous 1947-48 contract. 
Furthermore, payments start in 
July instead of January, 1947.” 

Some 150 stations which sent in 
checks and renewals of their orig- 
inal subscriptions (over 760 sta- 
tions divvied up for the No. 1 sur- 
vey) will get their money back, 
with an invitation to apply it, if 
they wish, on their monthly pay- 
ments under the new program. 

Discounts are offered as a lure 
for quick signups, 10% being allowed 
on the first 12 payments for re- 
newal subscriptions before Sept. 15, 
5% on the first 12 for new sub- 
scribers before Sept. 15, 2% to any | 
subscriber paying up 12 months in 
advance. : 

Rates’ for national and regional 


networks haven’t been determined,| which they will “discover” the 
but will be worked out soon at 


|country’s resources and _ estimate 

scales “to bear all extra costs of | what could be done with them by 

their special reporting, plus a fair | 1969 to meet America’s needs. 
share of the operating costs.” 

BMB also is planning to offer 











year; to issue quarterly reports on 
“publication subscription member- | BMB “progress, plains and analyti- 
ships to advertisers, agencies and j cal findings,” and to “explore plans 
others, who_now buy the bureau’s | for the provision of interim coverage 
reports on a per-copy basis. | measurements for subscribers,” the 
In return for the broadcasters’ cost of such service to be borne by 
month-to-month -support, BMB pro- | the stations requesting it. 
poses in its 15-point program to Special surveys, a BMB spokes- 
“measure and report on. at least one | man said, might conceivably deal 
subject of major interest to broad-| with such subjects as listening in 





























Inside Stufl—Radio rs 


One of daytime programming’s frequent critics, Dorothy Dunbar Brom. 
ley, woman’s page editor of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, took a measure Sun. 
day (27) of the femme commentators heard on Gotham’s kilocycles. She 
found it “hard to understand,” on the basis of her listening, why the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews singled out “Thus Spake Kate 
Smith” for its 1947 brotherhood award. Day she heard Miss Smith, Misg 
Bromley reported, “her contribution to brotherhood was on the negative 
side,” being an attack on an Australian war bride who didn’t like this 
country, 

The writer thought that WNBC’s Mary Margaret McBride corralled the 
most interesting guests, that WOR’s Martha Deane offers a daily editorial 
that “strikes out fearlessly for fundamental democratic values,” that WOR’s 
Barbara Welles “hardly fills, to my way of thinking, the gap left in the 
WOR ranks by the death of Bessie Beatty,” that CBS’ Margaret Arlen and 
Harry Marble hit “a fast pace and for the most part skip labored jokes.” 

On the whole, Miss Bromley summed up, femme gabbers offer “intelli- 
gent woman listeners considerably more than do the soap operas,” although 
their shows are “a disconcerting melange of raves about food and house- 


hold products, cosmetics, jewelry, too often trivial new items and more 
or less interesting guests.” 
Pittsburgh radio vets grabbed the majority of places on the Eddie 
Dowling “Big Break” show of Aug. 10, when that city will be showcased 
on the NBC program. Three of the five places went to Irving Barnes, 
colored baritone who has appeared frequently on KDKA; Mildred Don, 
who’s had her own show in town and was featured vocalist last winter 
with Homer Ochsenhirt’s band at William Penn Hotel’s Terrace Room, 
and Sally Kettles, young air actress who scored a hit season ago at the 
Playhouse as the youngster in “Kiss and Tell.” Other two spots went 
to Art Ferranre and Louis Ticher, two-piano team and Pittsburgherg 
who are on the faculty of the Juilliard School of Music in New York. 








Odd fact, hitherto unnoticed, in the sale of WPEN, Philadelphia, by the 
Evening Bulletin to the Nevin-Sun Ray drug chain, is the fact that the 
chain was the first advertiser bounced off the air when the Bulletin 
bought WPEN from the Arde Bulova interests. 

When the Bulletin took over it started to “clean house” of programs it 
deemed not in keeping with the dignity it wanted the outlet to attain. 
The Nevin’s Drug stores (later merged .with Sun Ray chain) was the 
sponsor of a show called “Man From Nevin” in which cash prizes were 
awarded in a telephone giveaway pitch. Phone giveaways were put on 
the taboo list by the Bulletin and Nevin’s contract was cancelled. Since 
that time the drug chain has used air time on only rare occasions. It is 
expected, however, that as soon as the station goes under the new opera- 
tion (it’s now awaiting FCC okay), Nevin's will be bigtime users. 





Unusual kudo was tossed the way of Rudolph Elie, Jr., Boston Herald 
radio ed and VARIETY mugg, in the form of a 1,512-line ad (18 inches on 
six columns) in a recent edition of the paper. Space was bought by 
Boston’s Jordan Marsh dept. store to thank Elie for rave notice of the 
Frederic Ziv platter show, “Favorite Story,” starring Ronald Colman. 
Ad reprinted Elie’s review, highlighting his statement that “Jordan's 
knew a good thing when they saw it.” Store sponsors the waxed dramat 
Sundays at 6:30 over WBZ-WBZA, and saluted the critic on behalf of its 

















setting up its long-range financing | casters, advertisers and agencies” | multiple-set homes, FM and tele-| 274 buyers in 372 departments, merchandising reps in 87 cities of 16 
program. Instead of basing the|during each non-nationwide survey vision coverage, etc. nations, and its 4,500 personnel. 





‘ 


AGAIN — 


10 of the 15 most popular local New York shows =~ 
other than news and commentary—are on VW OR* 


Sorry if we sound a little vain; we don’t mean to be. Actually, it’s a sort of 
parental pride. For more than a quarter-century WOR has worked diligently to: 


a Liberalize discounts generously and frequently to up 


s Create local shows that build profit-producing 
audiences from almost the first broadcast and thus 


lower an original low cost for the sponsor. 


the profit on the sponsor’s original investment. 


mutual 


« Keep its cost-per-thousand-homes-reached 


the second lowest in the United States. 


That WOR has succeeded in doing 
these things is pretty well reflected 
in — WOR regularly carries more 
accounts with a greater total dollar 
volume than any station anywhere. 
WOR’s renewals for the first 6 
months of 1947 are higher than 
they’ve ever been. WOR programs 
consistently top the majority of 
local New York shows in 


popularity ranking. 





WOR-—that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 


“according to The Pulse of N. Y.; June, 1947 
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*Sraike Ir Ricw: 10:30-11:00 p.m, 


EDT, Sundays, features Todd Russell : 


of “Double or Nothing” in one of the 

* most exciting quiz shows ever built. 
Contestants with crucial need to 
“strike it rich” tell their stories and 
get sizable cash “working capital,” 
with chance of pyramiding to 400%. 
Recordings available. 


You could have struck it rich 
on the night of July Gth! 





There were 18 sponsored half-hour programs on the four networks on the 


night of July 6th. That night a new CBS Package got its first rating. 


“STRIKE IT RICH’® on only its second broadcast, rated higher than 
ALL other half-hour shows on ALL other networks that night. Only 
two half-hour Sunday shows did better than “STRIKE IT Rich”— 


and both of these were also on CBS. 


There were 82 sponsored half-hour programs on the four networks in the 


first week of July, most of these already well-established. 


“STRIKE IT RICH”, a new sustaining program, had a higher rating 
than 68 of these established and sponsored programs. 


“STRIKE IT RICH” was 31% higher than the highest rated half- 
hour program on two of the competing networks anytime that week. 
Its 7.6 Hooper was 55% higher than the average evening program 


on all networks. 


That is why you—if you are looking for a hard-hitting, new radio program 
—could have struck it rich on July 6th as sponsor of “STRIKE IT RICH”; 


doing better than 68 of the 82 other sponsors on the air that week! 


“STRIKE IT RICH” is CBS-conceived and CBS-produced; another of 
the top-flight CBS Package Shows designed for advertisers who 


want to get their sales message to the public effectively. 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Mutual program veepee Phil Carlin’s daughter, Virginia Claire, a 
recent Vassar grad, has anneunced her engagement to Hughes Spraggins, 
of Mississippi, an ex-Navy lieut....After several putoffs dating back to 
last January, Radio Best, new national radio fan mag, now 1s slated for a 
Life-size September debut. Color cover of initialer (250,000 circ.) features 
Tex & Jinx McCrary,...“Author Meets Critics,” now on tele as well as 
radio, is being pitched up for filming as a series of short subjects, a la 
the “Info Please” briefies of a few years back... .Mutual sending Arthur 
Gaeth on a flying trip to Tokyo to wax material for a special V-J Day 
anni airer....Ben Z. Kaplan, WNBC’s assistant promotion chief, back 
from honeymoon travels to Nantucket and Canada. Bride is the former 
Anne Burkhart, assistant buyer at Lord & Taylor. 


Ehret Brewery (Brooklyn), sponsor of “Murder at Midnight” on WJZ, 
upping its radio budget in Sept. and looking for a sports stanza to bankroll 
....Margaret and Travis Johnson’s Song Spinners have formed their own 
plattering outfit, Spinna Records, to promote themselves via distribution 
of disks to jockeys throughout the country. First pressing is of “Cool 
Water” and “How Many Biscuits”....George Bryan, announcer for “Ar- 
thur Godfrey's Talent Scouts,” father of newborn girl. Mother is former 
Mona Moray, actress....Dick Dudley replacing Ed Herlihy for two weeks 
on Horn & Hardart’s “Children’s Hour”....Ballard & Ballard (Obelisk 
Flour) expanding its Sunday sponsorship of CBS’ “Renfro Valley Folks” 
on southern:stations to four days a week starting Sept. 4. 


Tris Coffin takes over George Hicks’ late Saturday night (11:15) Wash- 
ington commentary on ABC beginning Aug. 2....Hicks started a new 
co-op news strip (8:50-9 p.m.) last week....Ed Gardner in town last week 
and huddled with Ruth Gilbert on possibility of her going into “Duffy’s 
Tavern” this fall....Harry Salter commuting from upstate N. -Y.....Koch 
Chemical Co. of Minnesota shopping for a net show to promote a new 
tablet dentrifice called “Tabbs”....Ted Malone planes to Europe next 
Sunday (3) for a 10-day looksee ...Sydney Smith into cast of “Katie’s 
Daughter.” Colleen Ward with “David Harum.” E. A. Krumschmidt into 
“Romance of Helen Trent.” Charme Allen added to “Young Widder 
Brown” players. Teresa Keane with “Just Plain Bill.” Rene GeKiere, 
Joan Alexander, Neil O’Malley, John Sylvester, Charita Bauer and Jack 
McBryde added to “Front Page Farrell”....Harold Rose agency passing 
around a comedy series called “Greatest Guy In Town,” starring Robert 
Alda. - Scripter is Alan Sands....Not surprising that Joseph and Stewart 
Alsop will sub for Elmer Davis on his ABC stint during his European 
junket next month. Robert Kintner, before he became ABC's exec veepee, 
was Joe Alsop’s capitol columning teammate....Mrs. Tom Luckenbill 
making slow comeback after serious polio attack last fall....Charles 
Gaines commuting to Westport for the summer....James Thurber doing 
a four-part report on daytime serials for New Yorker mag....Ben Hyams, 
on leave from CBS, flying all the way to his Hawaiian retreat....Hank 
Warner’s “Goodbye, Darling,’ aired last year, gets another whirl on 
“Molle Mystery Theatre” Aug, 8....Joyce Hayward.signed to play femme 
lead in NBC’s new whodunit, “Mystery Without Murder.” 

William S. Paley, CBS board chairman, married on Monday (28) to Mrs. 
Barbara Mortimer Cushing at home of Mrs. Cushing’s mother in Man- 
hasset, with ceremony performed by Supreme Court Justice J. Edward 
Lumbard, Jr. Couple sails Aug. 1 on Queen Elizabeth for extended 
European trip....Les Tremayne replaced James Meighan in the star role 
in Mutual’s “Falcon,” starting last night (Tues.)....Gordon Fraser sub- 


Newscaster Sues for 1006 


Zanesville, July 29. 

John M. Peart, 28, radio newscaster 
for WHIZ, Zanesville, has filed suit 
in Muskingum County Common Pleas 
Court against Earl Jones, newspaper 
publisher, asking $100,463 damages 
for injuries alleged to have suffered 
in an altercation with Jones. Latter 
publishes the Zanesville News and 
Massillon (O.) Independent, and also 
has extensive coal interests in Ohio. 

Peart declared that Jones struck 
him last April 18, knocking him 
against a wall and down a flight of 
stairs. Plaintiff asserted the fall ag-- 
gravated wound suffered in the South 
Pacific, and caused him to be hos- 
pitalized for 13 days. 























bing for Walter Kiernan, who's ill, on latter’s ABC and WJZ news shows 
_...Bertram Lebhar, Jr., WHN sales chief, to compete in the 21st annual 
World and National Contract Bridge championships at St. George hotel 
(Brooklyn) next week....Calvert’s current “switched to” ads feature Jim 
O’Bryon, Mutual’s flack chief....United Electrical Workers union has re- 
newed Leland Stowe for second 13 weeks on Mutual....Two-page color 
pix layout on radio emcees in Aug. 2 Sateveport. 

Morris Novik shoving off tomorrow (Thurs.) for Madison to participate 
in two sessions of the Univ. of Wisconsin’s labor school as well as the 
concurrent Public Service Radio Institute....Don Rich threatens legal 
action to counter those rumors of ousting as co-director of selecting via 
radio Miss New York City for A.C. pageant. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Alan Ladd and Bernie Joslin have cut the first platter in their “Alan 
Ladd Show—Box 13” series for Mayfair Transcriptions, with Vern Carsten- 
sen producing, Leonard Reeg directing and Ted Hedinger scripting.... 
Free & Peters now repping the Hawaiian Broadcasting System in the U. S. 
....JWT getting an early start on lining up the Elgin Holiday super- 
shows with Norman Blackburn now selecting talent and scouting suitable 
scripts for dramatic bits....Don Fedderson, g.m. of Dot Thackrey’s KYA, 
’Frisco and KLAC, here, vacationing....Ditto Herb Wixon, sales manager 
of G. A. Richards KMPC....Larry Finley will handle sales on David 
Street’s “Music Shop” series for producer Sam Kerner....Rollo Hunter 
now heading newly combined program-production department of ABC’s 
KECA, following Bill Davidson transfer to manager’s post of KSMA, 
Santa Maria....Anita Chester, erstwhile secretary, now administrative 
assistant to Chet Huntley of KNX-CBS, overseeing the Department of 
Public Affairs for the Pacific net....John Guedel has audition-plattered 
his new show, “Under 16,” kid audience participation event with Ken 
Niles m.c.’ing....Clyde Scott back from three weeks aboard the U.SS. 
Iowa.. .Bob Hoag added to the sales staff of Don Lee....Terry Hayward 
into the radio production department of the Wade agency... .Jim. Ameche 
back in his starring role on NBC’s “Grand Marquee”....Jack La Frandre, 
of Chi’s WGN, in town shopping for musical picture properties and talent 
for new fall series Mutual would originate in Chi....Anthony. V. B. 
Georghegan, media v-p of Y&R, back to Gotham after vacationing here 
....John Masterson returned from the east....William Whitney joined 
CBS-KNX news staff, replacing Marion Murray....Edwin C. Hill’s tran- | 


to KFWB’s news side next month. 

Fred Chase, of Y&R, named radio chairman of Opera Guild of southern 
California....Wauhillau La Hay returning to Ayer radio publicity post 
via Manitou, Colo., home for family visit after a stay here, arriving at 
homeoffice Aug. 11....ABC v-p Don Searle has presented Zeke Manners 
with a neon-illuminated mike to keep him awake on his sunrise ether 
chores....Dennis Day goes to Rio de Janeiro from Mexico City for a 
vacation, returning to his NBC show Aug. 20....David Miller, barrister 
with Y&R, visiting from Gotham....George Dietrich, Y&R media head, 
returning here next week with family from eastern visit....Jim Morgan 
doing a dittoing of his “Queen For a Day,” airing one live daily and later 
in afternoons waxing one for a backlog to permit vacations for all hands 
....Mal Boyd named special exploitation handler for KMPC....Jack 
Rourke and Joe Gratz readying a new half-hour plattered bake, “Ad- 
venture Inc.,” for auditioning, with Herb Little and Dave Victor scripting 
....John Hansel, exec v-p of N. W. Ayer, and James Hanna, assistant 
radio department head, back to New York after selling trip in San Fran- 
cisca....Sid Strotz back from homeoffice conferences on NBC’s Coast 
video doings and says announcement on diggings will be made next week. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


“Jack Armstrong, the All American Boy,” on ABC, celebrates its 16th 
year on the air July 31....Helen Malone back from vacation in New York 
where she visited her former radio mates, Virginia Payne and Ralph 
Camargo....While Bill Evans is vacationing, Hal Lansing is subbing for 
him on “Record Reveille” and Lee Bennett on “Happy Birthday” both over 
WGN....Jim Hurlbut in for few weeks before returning to New York 
for “We Went Bagk” on CBS Aug. 24... Caesar Petrillo and Al Goering 
are off to Catalina where they will spend a complete month organizing a 
20-piece dance orchestra for the Wrigley Pavilion....Jack Dempsey and 
Barney Ross took turns as guests on Bob Elson show....Dave Moore and 
his family spending two weeks in northern Michigan....Tom Post, w.k. 
character actor, died last week....Wayne King will transcribe a new 
series for Fox De Luxe Beer....Dave Bacal, radio organist, and his wife, 
are on way to Coast to make their home there....Sherman Gregory, for- 
merly radio advertising manager for Schenley, is now working with 
Campbell Soup in same capacity. 

Sara Ann McCabe made guest appearance on “Melody Lane” before 
“Red Mill” left town....Florence Cruzen, Robert Jacoby, Betty Tyroler, 
E. J. Conlon and Jo Ann Munson have joined the newly-organized John 
W. Shaw Co.....“Queen For a Day” will visit State Fairs in Wisconsin 
and Illinois during the month of August... .Jerry Colonna and Clark Dennis 
doing their first interviews in town on the Ernie Simon show... 100 
newsboys on vacation from Indianapolis will be audience guests of Don 
McNeill for his “Breakfast Club” show, Aug. 1....Arnold Speers, formerly 
with New York Daily Mirror, now scripting “Welcome Travelers” show 
here....Dennis Hayes replacing Tony Trankina on “Junior Junction” 
while latter is in Hollywood for picture... .“Stars of Tomorrow” amateur 
show initiating song writers’ competition with Lee Bennett, m.c., and 
songstress Phyllis Gale presenting five original amateur compositions. ae 
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Winner of the. 
Barry Gray award | 
on his last night’s | 
Coast to Coast pro- 
gram over the Mu- 


tual Broadcasting 
Co. 








... for achieve- 
ment as an out- 
standing singing 
artist. 








Eliza Merrill Hickok, assistant program director of “Quiz Kids,” has re- 
| tired from radio in favor of marriage. . 


Buick’s Bullet-by-Bullet | ‘SUBLIME’ RETURN IN 








scribed “I See America” commentary and K. Louis Flatau being added | 











‘On the Spot’ Coverage 
Of Frisco Bank Stickup 


San Francisco, July 29. 

An unscheduled “on-the-spot” news 
coverage of a shooting holdup was 
taken advantage of by KFRC (Mu- 
tual) on Wed. (23) while the bullets 
were still flying, when KFRC’s Floyd 
Buick, making a deposit at the Mar- 
ket Street Day-and-Night-Branch of 
the Bank of America, got his station 
on the phone as the bank robber 
was backing out of the bank under 
the protection of a blaze of his gun- 
fire. 

KFRC immediately cut a “Flying 
Disk” program off the air and sub- 
stituted the flying bullet program in- 
stead, with the sounds of the pistol 
shots audible to the station an- 
nouncer, who was giving the bullet- 
by-bullet description. 

Several bankcustomers were in- 
jured in the midday raid. The gun- 
man escaped in a stolen automobile. 





Akron—Gene Trace, former pro- 
gram director of WKBN, Youngs- 
town, has taken a similar post with 
| WAKR, Akron. L. Baldin Harper, 
‘formerly producer - director of 
WTOP, Washington, D. C., is the 
new program director at WKBN, 
Youngstown. 








18-STATION TRYOUT 


John Hancock Insurance and CBS 
have finally negotiated the deal for 
sponsorship of reassembled “Point 
Sublime” air show with Mel Blanc 
and Cliff Arquette, but instead of 
immediately spotting the program 
coast-to-coast it will get a tryout 
limited to 18 stations in California, 
Louisiana and Texas. It’s scheduled 
for an Oct. 4 preem. 

Show, once a top west-coast rat- 
ting-puller when aired regionally, 
will go into the 7:30-8 Saturday 
evening (local) time. It's considered 
likely that if John Hancock likes the 
results after the initial 13-week ride 
it will get a Coast-to-Coast show- 
casing. ; 

Russ Johnston, radio director of 
McCann-Erickson, agency on the ac- 
ceunt, is currently on the Coast 
whipping things into shape. 





Engle’s WINX Music Berth 


Q Washington, July 29. 

Washington Post-owned WINX, 
which plugs itself as the “station 
for music and news” announced this 
week appointment of Donald L. En- 
gle as music director. He replaces 
Paul Hume who moves over to the 
Post as music critic. 


Engle was formerly on music staff 


—— 


Fulton Lewis’ Choice: 
Get Out of Farmers’ 
Co-op, or Get Booted 


Washington, July 29, 

Fulton Lewis, Jr., who has been 
lambasting cooperatives roundly in 
his Mutual network broadcasts for 
the last several months, was invited 
by the general manager of the 
Southern States Cooperative this 
week to submit his resignation or 
risk getting booted out of the or. 
ganization by vote of,the cooper. 
ative’s 200,000 farmer members. 

The strong language grew out of a 
speech Lewis was reported to have 
made in New York to the effect he 
had been forced to join the Southern 
co-op to get feed for his Maryland 
farm, that he couldn’t recover in 
cash dividends on his stock and “he 
was going to get his money if he 
had to go to the Supreme Court to 
do so.” 

In a three-page hotly-worded let- 
ter, W. G. Wysor, manager of the 
Southern States co-op, said records 
showed Lewis had cashed several 
dividend checks, that he could have 
gone to any number of private con- 
cerns in the county for feed, and that 
he has always had the option of 
turning in his co-op stock for cash 
but has never done so. 


Continued from page 31 ——— 5 


the $17,000-weekly budgeted Old 
Gold show with Frances Langford, 
Don Ameche and Frank Morgan, al- 
though it’s figured there’s a better 
than even chance that OG will re- 
turn to its 9 p. m. Wednesday slot 
on CBS. ABC, too, is making over- 
tures to Texaco to grab off the Sun- 
day night Tony Martin show on 
CBS, promising a Hooper boost on 
the Wednesday ABC kilocycle ride. 
And to round out the still-elusive 
picture, if tne affiliate stations agree 
to the proposal, Abbott & Costello 
may join the Wednesday brigade 
with a co-op program. 

When an if any or all are brought 
home to roost,. ABC will sit down 
with the clients and reshuffle the 
night’s programming schedule to sat- 
isfy all and sundry. 


TRANSCRIBED 
AVAILABLE 























That’s a whale of a rating, 
But that’s what the Texas 
Rangers get at WGBI, Scran- 
ton, Pa. They get it with their 
famous transcription service— 
which features the western 
and folk songs that never 
grow old. And they get the 
tall Hooper at 6:30 p. m., too, 
when there is a 37 per cent 
sets in use figure. Yes, Scran- 
ton listens to and likes the 
Texas Rangers. It’s no wonder 
WGBI renews year after yeat. 
Buy the Texas Rangers trans 
criptions for your market. 
They build a big audience at 
WGBI and at scores of other 
stations, too. They can do the 
same for you. Wire, write or 
telephone. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH PRODUCTION 








of the Library of Congress. 


| Pickwick Hotel @ Kenses City 6, Me- 
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‘Allentown's Ex-Gl FM Station oar ao beg” * Soe 
l Soar coc. WHI Sports Stress Shapes Up F 
Vets are incorporated as the Penn- Spo s Ss apes D or 
Allen Broadcasting Corp., with Ray- 


In Special-Broadcast Premiere 22:2 2. cess) SOC Payoff in Fall: 06's Coin Splurge 


Allentown, Pa., July 29. 


Year and a half battle against 
multiple odds by five ex-GIs to put 
an FM station on. the air in this 
city will be culminated | tomorrow 
(Wed.) when WFMZ officially makes 
its ether debut with a two-hour spe- 
cial broadcast from Allentown's West 
Park. Throng of townspeople as- 
sembled for the event undoubtedly 
will include most, if not all, of the 
50-odd local citizens who have 
helped the community’s first ex- 
clusively FM station get a start by 
investing stock in it. 

Quintet of former Army and Navy 
officers, who put all their savings 
into the venture and got through 
the early phases of their struggle 
mainly by the grace of their wives’ 
outside jobs, were able to fix the air 
teeoff date a few days ago when 
they finally got promise of delivery 
of linoleum for the floors and glass 
for the control booth of their studios 
in the basement of the Masonic 
Temple. It’s been that nip-and-tuck 
all along. 

But with the weii wishes now-of 
a community that has been made 
acutely FM-conscious through 
months of determined campaigning 
by WFMZ’s founders—via paid ads 
in the local newspapers, ads on 
paper match covers, pamphlets, con- 
stant contact with the town’s radio 
dealers, etc.—the vets feel their big 
battle is won. 

They’re teeing off with General 
Foods’ first FM order, placed via 
Young & Rubicam, which has never 
before placed an FM account. It'll 
be a 30-minute (6:30-7 p.m.), cross- 














Lots of Hoopla 
Allentown, Pa. July 29. 

General Eisenhower has as- 

assigned his deputy chief of staff, 

_ General “Lightning Joe” Collins, 
to be principal speaker at cere- 
monies opening five ex-GIs’ new 
FM station, WFMZ, here to- 
morrow night (Wed.). He'll 
speak on “Radio’s Responsibili- 
ties in National and World Af- 
fairs.” Pa.’s Governor Duff will 
introduce him. 

Ezra Stone will emcee the 
show, on which Fred Waring’s 
Glee Club, the Deep River Boys, 
Vie Damone and others are 
slated for guestshots. Army 
band from Washington will 
salute the station via the Con- 
tinental FM Network. 


(i nthe SEER IB IOAON NECEI 


the-board news program, “Report to 
the People,” in behalf of GF's 
Minute Rice. Order is for 10 weeks. 
Station will go all-out to make a 
showing for the sponsor, with car 
and bus cards, 25,000 match folders, 
and other promotion plugging tne 
show. 

Vets at the same time will get 
out a promotion brochure, pointing 
to the station’s 1,500,000 population 
area coverage, area’s textile and 
other industries and richness as a 
market, the community’s unusually 
high appreciation of fine music, the 
station’s fixed determination to 
render a high level of public service, 
etc. Hope of the vets is to interest 
the major ad agencies in making 
Allentown a testing ground for FM 
advertising, 

Vets hope, with regard to local 
accounts, to take to the air with 
about a dozen sponsors. Drive among 
area’s 75 radio dealers has sky- 
rocketed the number of FM re- 
ceivers in WFMZ’s primary area 
trom 300 as of last January to 2,300 
at a recent count. Total is expected 
to exceed 3,000 by the teeoff date 
tomorrow, (Allentown's newspaper- 
Owned AM station has an FM affili- 
ate and Philadelphia’s FMers reach 
into the area.), 

Community Support 

Sample of the community sup- 
Port the vets have won is their legal 
guidance by Senator O. J. Tallman, 
majority leader of Penn.’s upper 

Ouse, who volunteered his services 
@s their counsel when a local law 
. which also represented the 
Ocal newspaper-AM interests, re- 
Signed as the vets’ rep. 

Sample of the FM-selling achieve- 
a of the quintet is fact that the 
rape of nearby Bethlehem’s 

amous Bach Choir, who has long 
b soured on the quality of AM 
Toadcasting, is seriously consider- 
8 putting the choir on WFMZ. 

tion, which is a member of the 
paanlly formed Continental FM 
ork, has high hopes of feeding 

© Bach Choir stanzas to the 21- 
Station web. 


Outside support of WFMZ has 





| sociation, as prexy. Other four are 
come from such persons as Maj. Ed- | Kohn's brother, Earl J. Kohn, for- 
win H. Armstrong, FM inventor, | ™¢r chemist; Millard L. Fisk, for- 








who is so keenly interested he has|™€r music supervisor of public | Schedule on record has been wrapped 
made several trips here and given | schools in Northport, L. 1; Jackson|up by WHN, Loew’s-owned New 


Most impressive sports airing | WHN aired the Knicks unsponsored. 


OG and Nedick’s, latter for the sec- 
ond season, also have signed jointly 
for airing of 46 collegiate basketball 


the vets about $2,000 worth of equip- |H. Frederick, ex-ad and promotion | York indie, for the upcoming fall-| gouble-headers in Madison Square 


ment, as well as supervising and as- |" for Liggett & Myers, and John 
sisting in installation of WFMZ’s|©- Pratt, who holds a master’s de- 
transmitter. 





Obstacles the vets had to hurdle. |the Univ. of Illinois. Each draws a | billings. Indie’s stress on sports cov- 


winter season, with sponsors on the} Garden, including 35 regular season 
|@res in music and French Geen | line for close to $500,000 in gross | Clashes, eight post-season games, and 


tnree Olympic playoffs. WHN is 
going into the first half of a two- 


in addition to touch-and-go financ- | @/@7Y of $100 a month. | erage has put it easily in the fore-| year contract with the Garden cov- 
ing, included a whispering cam-| WFMZ will operate 14 hours a/| front in this category of broadcast- | ering exclusive broadcasts of basket- 
| Paign apparently waged by certain day, © a.m. to 11 p.m. A Washing- ing. And it’s due to pay off more | all and hockey. 
| powerful and intrenched interests |ton newsman related to the Kohns handsomely than ever before. | Indie also has a new sponsor in 


jin an attempt to discourage com-|has been taken o.. as D.C correspon- 
munity support of the new station. | dent for the station, which will pipe 
| Vets struck back in paid ads in the | him at least once weekly for a re- 
local paper and finally beat down | port on Capitol affairs. Station also 
|the opposition. Couple of stories has AP service. 

EEE 


| pro 





| Instance of the payoff is the ink- 
jing of Old Gold cigarets and Nedick’s 
| orange-drink stands for dual spon- 
|sorship of 30 N. Y. Knickerbocker offs, and’14 Rover amateur hockey 


| the signaturing of Schae‘e~ Beer to 
bankroll coverage of 30 Ranger 
hockey games, plus the Stanley play- 





basketball games. Last year (Continued on page 40) 








On Our 20th 
AMMEVEPSAPY uy 1.1905 


which has been shown us by: 


1 Our listeners (our public) 


we are thankful for the consideration (} ih 


2 Our advertisers (God bless ’em) | 














5 Our own staff (they’ve been swell) 


We look forward to another 20 years based upon our concept of radio 


and television operation—which is to develop the facilities allotted us 


by the Federal Communications Commission to the utmost in the 


public interest. 


-~ President 
Vice President 


General Manager 


Cespt 9). Unie Managing Director 
WJBK, Detroit, Mich. 


WSPD. Toledo, Ohio 





You can bank on 
Fort Industry 
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serge, 





VA Wht Mawes Managing Director 
WLOK, Lima, Ohio 


A : BE fe Managing Director 


WWVA, Wheeling, W. Va. 


Deer hor Managing Director 
WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va. 


Shea < be ady Managing Director 


WAGA, Atlanta, Ga. 


€ Managing Director yn Managing Director 


WGBS, Miami. Fla. 


THE FORT INDUSTRY COMPANY 


506 New Center Building ° Detroit, Mich. 
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eat’s on Denny to 


Gets Seat on FCC's Broadcast Div. 


Washington, July 29. 


Educational FM broadcasters, some 
indie FM’ers and _ several radio- 
minded liberal groups here will soon 
launch a propaganda campaign at 
FCC Chairman Charles R. Denny, 
Jr.. to see that Commissioner Clif- 


See That Dur 


general counsel and assistant G, C. 
in charge of broadcasting. 

Durr has spearheaded most of 
FCC’s controversial broadcast moves 
in his six years on the bench and 
would obviously prefer to sit on the 
common carrier and broadcast divi- 





ford J. Durr is not maneuvered out | 
of a seat on the three-man FCC 
Broadcast Division, which will set 
up shop on or around Oct. 1. From 
then on through March, 1948, at least, 
the only time the full FCC bench 
will pass on broadcast matters will 
be when the three broadcast divi- 
sion members, plus Chairman Den- 
ny, split two-to-two on a radio case. 

Concern for Durr’s seat arises 
from the fact that at least four FCC 
members are actively vying for 
places on 
(Chairman Denny will be the fourth 
member and vote on all three divi- 
sions: broadcast, common carrier 
and non-broadcast radio.) 

The contenders are Commissioners 
E. K. Jett, Rosel Hyde, Durr and 
newly-named GOP member Robert 
F. Jones. Jett and Hyde, who both 
have long tenure at FCC, are equally 
versatile in all fields, although both 
have had most experience in broad- 
cast matters and a strong preference 
for the field. Jett is a former FCC 
chief engineer and Hyde an ex- 

Wednesday, 


TONIGHT July 30, NBC 
LORRY RAINE 














Guest Stars on the “Summerfield 
Band Concert” with Ken Carson 
and Jack Meakin, Musical Director 


Other Recent Shows for Lorry: 
“SOUND OFF,” with Mark Warnow, 
CBS AND NBC 
“CALIFORNIA MELODIES,” with 
Harry Zimmerman, Mutual 
“COMMAND ee for 
AFR 


From WALTER WINCHELL’S Col- 
umn, July 14: “The Aristocrats... 
Lorry Raine’s version of ‘“Topsy- 
Turvy’ on the CBSound Off show...’’ 

From HOLLYWOOD REVIEW, 
July 14: “The Review Salutes... 
Lorry Raine .. . winner ‘Orchestra 
World’ magazine’s poll as ‘Most 
Promising New Discovery, 1947’. . .”’ 

From JIMMIE TARANTINO’S Col- 
umn, Hollywood Nite Life: “Nifty 
looking, titian-tressed, honey voiced 
Lorry Raine is zooming ahead as the 
year’s best singing bet . ‘s 


Personal Mgt. Direction 
TIM GAYLE MCA ARTISTS, Ltd. 
1637 N. Vine Beverly Hills, 
Hollywood Calif. 








——<$ << 


JIMMIE 
BROWN 


NEW SINGING STAR 


STARTING 
THIRD 13-WEEK SERIES 


‘ANGOSTURA TIME’ 


SAT., 5:30 P.M., EDST, WOR 








sions, though as chairman of neither, 
However, pressures from the indus- 
try and Capitol Hill conservatives 
|may deflect his nomination to the 
| non-broadecast division, it was be- 
| lieved. Durr’s appointment runs out 
j}next June 30. 





While newcomer Robert F. Jones, 


former GOP Representative from 
| Lima, O., might normally 
| pected to play a secondary role dur- 
| ing his early days on the FCC 
| bench, it was reported certain the 


the broadcast division. | GOP’ers would press for his service 


in the broadcast field. They look on 
Jones as their most active advocate 
on an FCC bench which otherwise 
sports three Democrats, one Repub- 
lican (Rosel Hyde, with the FCC 
for the past 18 years) and two po- 
litical Independents. And broadcast- 
ing is the only FCC activity of any 
political consequence. 

Though Jett and Hyde are both in 
line for the chairmanship of the 
all-important broadcast division, it 
was believed Jett’s much broader 
knowledge of the safety and special 
services radio field might be used to 
persuade him to sit on both the 
non-broadcast and this division, And 
the chairman of one division may 
not serve on any other. 

Concern for Durr’s seat arises 
from the fact that the FCC order 
inaugurating the new system is 
silent on the manner of choosing 
division members. It was specy'ated 
the Commission itself will decide 
the question, in which case vote of 
Chairman Denny may be all-impor- 
tant. 

Procedure calls for members of 
each division to elect their own 
chairman, and tittle or no contro- 
versy is expected there. However, 
sentiment of several groups here is 
that the Commission should see to 
it there is a proper balance of opin- 
ion on the Broadcast Division. 
| Therefore, if either Jett or Jones is 
named, they argue, Durr should also 
serve to counterbalance the gener- 
ally conservative views expected 
from the former duo. 


3 THEATRE MEN BUY 
KWFT (TEX.) FOR 7006 


Kansas City, July 29. 

H. J. Griffith, head of Theatre En- 
terprises, Ine., circuit with offices 
here and other theatre properties in 
Texas, Oklahoma, and- California, 
and Edward H. Rowley, Texas ex- 
hibitor, have purchased KWFT, 
Wichita Falls. Kenyon Brown, oper- 
ations chief at KWFT, is the third 
partner in the deal, and price has 
been quoted as $700,000. 

Station was sold by Joe B. Carri- 
gan and his family with the expla- 
nation that Carrigan is retiring from 
radio on the advice of his physician. 

Griffith and Rowley will hold 
majority control of the station with 
Brown continuing as a minority 
holder and managing director. 
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The only shots that count are those 
that hit. Weed and Company’s record 
for “on target” selling is maintained 
by the accurately directed efforts 


’ . 
of its experienced representatives 





WEED 


AND COMPANY 





RADIO ' 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


NEW YORK-BOSTON-CHICAGO- DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO- ATLANTA HOLLYWOOD 


STATE DEPT. REV 
‘VOICE OF AMERICA’ 


Washington, July 29. 


State Dept., moving on _ several 
fronts today (Tues.) to overhaul its 
“Voice of America” programming to 
conform to budget cuts, ordered 
daily DX shows cut from 55 to 33 
hours, but added 30 minutes of news 
and music to present airers beamed 
at the Soviet Union. 

Department will axe the bulk of 
its English-language Latin-American 
broadcasts and completely knockout 
Swedish, Danish and Dutch language 
shows. In a new system of block- 
programming, “Voice” broadcasts 
will concentrate on areas of political 
controversy. 

Although the proportion of State 
overseas broadcasts handled 


43% to 75% under the reduced pro- 
gram, the private licenses actually 
will air 55 minutes less per day of 
these programs. Whether the two 
nets will continue handling the 
“Voice” airers isn’t yet determined. 





McLEAN IN HALL BROS. EXIT 
Kansas City, July 29. 

John T. McLean, advertising man- 
ager, is pulling out of Hall Bros., 
for whom he handled their network 
show, “Reader’s Digest Radio Edi- 
tion” for the past two seasons. 

He becomes advertising manager 
for Vendo Co., local makes of auto- 
matic soft drink dispensers and an 
automatic coin changer. 


Continued from page 31 

















means a single sponsor will be held 
to two-and-a-half minutes of plug in 
a quarter-hour segment. 

Middle commercials are out on 
five and 10-minute shows and must 
be accommodated within the three- 
minute limit when carried on 15- 
minute periods. Multiple sponsors 
or participating shows can absorb 
the whole three-minutes. Double 
spotting, hitchhikers and cowcatch- 
ers are also banned in the new code. 

Cornerstone of the new concept 
toward commercials, it was believed, 
is found in the flat three-minute 
formula, which required a full-day’s 
discussion by the code drafters. The 
old code limited commercial copy to 
20% of a time-period for multiple 
sponsors, a much more liberal 
method of dealing with participating 
shows. 

Code is also expected to set up 
new minimums on “good taste” pro- 
gramming. Provisions may be in- 
cluded against use of questionable 
laxative, etc., plugs, and liquor ad- 
vertising (already frowned on in the 
1945 code). Recommendations are 


due on children’s shows, crime pro- 
grams, money-giveaways and quiz 
shows of questionable legality. Still 
undecided is whether the Code will 
include a sanction against certain 
types of racing information broad- 
casts. 





CBS Long-Range 


aaa Continued from page 31 





short holiday in Bermuda. At the 
same time, Davidson Taylor, CBS’ 
other program veepee, moved over 
into the directorship of public affairs 
in succession to Edward R. Murrow. 
The latter will loaf for several 
weeks before taking on his resumed 
status as broadcaster after a lull of 
nearly two years. 

Gerald Maulsby continues with 
Taylor, as previously with Murrow, 
as executive assistant in the public 
affairs half of the program dept., 
while Werner Michel will be exec 
asst. to Robinson, as previously to 
Taylor. 

Robinson spent several days prior 
to his holiday conferring with Wil- 
liam S. Paley, CBS board chairman, 
and prexy Frank Stanton, and in 
meeting the various divisional heads. 


a 








Murrow 


Continued from page 31 





desired on the Coast, where listeners 
prefer the hit-hard type of spieling. 
Murrow, as in past years, will do 
his own writing, except for an oc- 
casional assist on bulletins and 
straight news. When he’s traveling 
abroad, he'll be cut in for an eight 
Or nine-minute pick up for his 
analytical treatment (with the Coast 
repeat on those occasions to be 
transcribed), and the bulletin mat- 
ter handled by the CBS newsdesk. 





listening in Soviet Russia. 


five-year plan. 


English-language broadcasts. 


Europe is wrong, says Chaplin. 


elements in Spain. 


= 


Wednesday, July 30, 1947 


State of USSR Radio 


NBC’s W. W. Chaplin put together~reports from the net’s corre- 
spondents abroad to compile, for U. S. listeners last Saturday (26), a 
timely recap of radio broadcasting developments in Europe, including 
the first postwar revelations of the status of radio facilities ang 


Chaplin reports that Soviet broadcasting stations, badly damaged 
during the war, have been returned to first-class condition, 27 new 
ones have been put on the air, and 10 more are blueprinted under a 
Of the 10,000,000 receiving sets in the country, only 
about 4,500,000 are equipped to pick up foreign broadcasts. ‘ 
listening is discouraged, Chaplin reports. 
all-Russian programs at “community centers.” 
on the air 19 hours daily, six and a half of which are devoted to 
Station airs in 77 languages and dia- 
lects in addition to many foreign languages. 

Impression that underground radio stations have disappeared in 
A station believed located in Jeru- 
salem is broadcasting “violent anti-English” messages. 
venia is carrying on a fight against oppression. 
are laying down barrages against Tito. 
and another whose location is unknown avhich speak for Republican 


br Individual 
Majority of Russians hear 
Radio Moscow is now 


One in Slo- 
Two in Yugoslavia 
There is a Basque station 











FTC 
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grams than is permitted the FCC. 

WWDC argued that WGAY'’s 
broadcast of price at the track was 
being used illegally by bookies and 
numbers racketeers. Marks’ memo 
replied: “If the FTC adopts this 
(WWDC’s) recommendation, it could 
extend this philosophy to enjoin 
baseball programs, broadcasts of 
football games and similar sporting 
events on the ground these programs 
are used by the gambling element. 
. ». This doctrine could prohibit the 
broadcast of the Kentucky Derby 
or other races which are memorable 
events in American life.” 

He added: “The possibility that 
this information may be used for 
iltegal purposes shquld not deter- 
mine the propriety of the broad- 


casts.” Police officials, the memo 
states, told WGAY the numbers 
racket in the past was based on 


stock exchange reports and Treasury 
Department figures. 


No Grounds For Refusal 

Other arguments in the WGAY 
memo are: 

1. FCC has frequently mentioned 
horse-racing shows in its backward 
look at a stdtion’s program format, 
but has never refused a license on 
this ground. Race shows broadcast 
by KSAN, San Francisco; WAAF 
and WAIT, Chicago; and WMEX, 
Boston, were ¢onsidered in FCC 
proposed. findings but not used as 
a basis in refusing their applica- 
tions, it was pointed out. For ex- 
ample, an FCC proposal mentioned 
the racing shows carried by WMEX, 
but in its final decision the Com- 
mission disqualified WMEX for an 
FM permit only on ground that it 
was financially weak. (These tactics 
were recited not to excuse FCC 
double-talk on its program author- 
ity,, but to show the Commission 
does not feel justified in denying 
licenses on the sole ground such 
broadcasts are carried.) These ref- 
erences, WGAY declares, “indicate 
the Commission has not determined 
that broadcast of horse-racing results 
violates the public interest standard 
of the Communications Act.” 

2. Local law enforcement officials 
gave the WGAY broadcasts a clean 
bill of health before going on the 
air and again three months later. 
No criticisms had been received 
from listeners and the police said 
there was no evidence they were 
being used illegally. 

Listeners Favor Track 

To show interest of Silver Spring 
listeners, WGAY said a county poll 
found 58% of the respondents in 
favor of the establishment of a 
track, permitting pari mutuel bet- 
ting, in the county. Maryland has 
as many tracks as any other state 
in the union. : 

3. The memo pointed out that 
WOL-Mutual and ‘VEAM, Arlington, 
Va., carry similar race information, 
evidencing the local interest in such 
shows. Mention was made that 
WWDC carried both a racing stint 
and a telephone quiz show but 
dropped them after an FCC pro- 
posed finding denying the station 
an FM permit. WWDC later got the 
FM franchise. 

The WGAY statement said “any 
inference that horse racing results 
were abandoned by WWDC because 
of an FCC decision is not in accord- 
ance with the facts.” 





Schenectady — Transcribed plugs 
by Clem McCarthy for the current 
Saratoga-at-Jamaica meeting and for 
the session opening at the Spa on 
Aug. 4 are now being turntabled 
over a group of stations, under the 
sponsorship. of the Saratoga Racing 
Assn. These include WGY and 
WSNY, Schenectady; WTRY, Troy; 
WOKO-WABY, Albany; WBTN, 





Gloversville, and GLN, Glens Falls. 


WFIL’S RESHUFFLE 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

James T. Quirk has been named 
director of public relations and pro- 
motion for WFIL, and John D, 
Scheuer, Jr. has been named opera- 
tions assistant, it was announced Sat. 
(269 by Roger W. Clipp, WFIL gen- 
eral manager. 

Quirk, who became associated 
with the station in 1940, will be in 
charge of special events, public serv- 
ice, publicity and public relations. 
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| ‘Bootleg’ Stations 
tted in India 
Indianapolis, July 29. 
ration of “bootleg” radio sta- 
Pg most of them spotted in south- 
ern Indiana, was disclosed this week 
by FCC agents. Using sets manufac- 
tured in Bedford, Ind., and sold to 
them for $500, these shoestring 
proadcasters plug into ordinary elec- 


tric outlets and transmit via power 
lines. 


ready 
warnings, but agents expect many 


others to pop up before the boom is | 


over. 

Manufacture and sales of the in- 
gtrument are legal, agents say, and 
numerous ministers have been ap- 
proached with a line of talk to the 
effect that it offers churches a low- 
cost radio broadcasting plan. 


One “bootleg” station at Lafay- 


ette, Ind., is reported to have car-| 


Stations at Mitchell, Bedford, | 
Bloomington and Columbus, Ind., al- | 
have been closed by FCC| 


COLLEGIATE NETWORK 
UPS HR. RATE TO $1,323 


Intercoliegiate Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, with 15 campus stations recent- 
ly added to its lineup, has issued its 
sixth rate card, effective Aug. 1, 
boosting its basic one-hour rate 
from $823.25 to $1,323. Net, which 
broadcasts only during the academic 
year, now has 42 stations available 
to commercial sponsors out of a 
total of more than 75 served by IBS. 


New rate card for the first time 
contains IBS circulation data, show- 
ing the available student audience 
of each outlet and totalling the net’s 
reachable listeners at 167,211. In 
proof that the students listen, the 





question, “What station do you listen 
to most?” collegians gave “the follow- 
ing preferences: IBS, 26.7%; “NBC, 
| 18.3%; CBS, 11.6%; MBS, 7.7%, and 
| ABC, 6.3%. 

“On a national 
boasts, “66.8% 


average,” IBS 


card reports that in answer to the | 


} 

of resident students; _ ; 
‘listen to their IBS station one or | Will be exclusive U. S. and British | 
|more times per week. Listenership |reps for Emissoras Unidas of Sao | elaborated FCC 


As the WADC-WGAR 
reached court, ‘he FCC was still 
undecided on another important 
Blue Book case, involving three 
contenders for a new local-chan- 
nel station in Brockton, Mass. 
Decisian is due soon since it has 
been three months since the case 
was argued after a proposed 
FCC finding. 

At issue here is proposed pro- 
gram format of the Bay State 
Beacon Co., which guaranteed to 
keep slightly over 4% of its 
schedules for sustaining, public 
service features. Commission has 
tentatively ruled against this 
bidder on the ground the format 
is too rigid and over-commer- 
cialized. 











Brazilian Chain Picks 
| Fremantle as U.S. Rep 


| Fremantle Overseas Radio, Inc., 


ried fnusical recordings and spot ad- | to individual campus stations ranges |Paulo, Brazil. 


vertising announcements, jamming a 
licensed Lafayette station by break- 
ing into its wavelength. 

Information on these unlicensed 
stations has been presented to him 
for possible action, Maurice W. 
Graston, assistant U. S. district at- 
torney here, said. But FCC agents 
said they believed most of these 
operators didn’t know they were vio- 
lating the law. 





Tommy Handley Trio 
Back to England After 
American Icebreaker 


Tommy Handley, the _ British 
comic, his chief writer, Ted Kavan- 
augh, and his director, Francis 
Worsley, left New York last Sat- 
urday (26) to return to London via 
Canada. Trio spent three weeks in 
New York, with a side-trip to Wash- 
ington. It was a maiden voyage to 
the U. S. for all three. They expect 
to return later. 

The Handley’ radio program, 
“ITMA” (“It’s That Man Again’), 
has been continuously popular in the 
United Kingdom since 1923 and 
played an important part in British 
humor and propaganda during the 
war. The present trip was in the 
nature of a trial spin. Because of 
time limitations and the summei 
hiatus, the Handleyites did not get 
much of a showing on Yank radio. 
They appeared with Milton Berle 
once, on the Jinx Falkenburg inter- 
view dido, and also on the “We, the 
People” commercial stint on CBS. 
Latter network had been especially 
interested to spot Handley on the 
Robert Q. Lewis program, but that 
Possibility fouled when Lewis con- 
tracted Rocky Mountain fever, from 
which he has since recovered, and 
the show was thrown completely off 
stride. 

Comment on Handley’s appearance 
with “We, the People” was favor- 
able, although it was an odd show- 
case for a comedian. Feeling this 
side was that Handley could get over 
with American audiences with not 
too much adjustments of style and 
material. 


Palumbo Buys WIP’s 
Vet ‘Dawn Pairol’ 


Philadelphia, July 29. 
WIP’s “Dawn Patrol,” believed to 
be the oldest allnight show in the 
country, was purchased last week 
by Frank Palumbo, operator of four 
of the city’s leading niterics, and 
three business friends. 





The show is aired from 1 a.m. to | 


6 a.m., seven times weekly. The 
deal involves a cost of about $800 
weekly, with Palumbo picking up 
half the tab and the other three 
Sponsors—Pabst Beer, Goldman 
Clothes and Witte Radio and Tele- 
Vision Co.—footing the bill for the 
rest. : 

Purchase of “Dawh Patrol” by 
Palumbo marks the first time that 
a Philly night club operator has 
gone in for extensive commercial 
air advertising. Palumbo has _ be- 
Come air-minded through numerous 


Temotes from the bandstand of the | 


Click, which features top 
 . He also operates 
h Century and Palumbo’s. 


name 
Ciro’s, 





: _ Worcester-—Philip R. Jasen, pub- 
-ucity-promotion manager of WTAG, 
wtp named sports director by 
_ “ation. Andy Fuller movés into 
‘pdasen’s Spot. 





| from 56% to 92%.” 
| 





| Leuisville—Construction of a 192- 
{foot antenna on the roof of the 
| Kentucky Home Life Building, one 
|of the town’s tallest structures, 
| starts this week for the new WGRC- 
| FM transmitter, in preparation for 
;expected full-time 18-hour-a-day 
operation. 


Emissoras consists of four stations 


‘in Sao Paulo.« Radio Sao Paulo slants 


programs to a femme audience. 
|Radio Baneirantes handles 
land news, Radio Pan-Americana 


iearries a sked of collegiate sports 
\for teenagers. Radio Record carries 
a varied program, with coverage of 
|whole southeastern Brazil. 


music 


Washington, July 29. 


First clear-cut test of FCC's au- 
thority over programs and policies 
spelled out in the Blue Book started 
through the courts here last week 
when WADC, Akron, called on the 
U. S. Court of Appeals for the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia to upset an FCC 
| decision denying it a boost to Wkw 
power on the 220ke channel. 
WGAR, Cleveland, was given the 
preferred assignment 


Station claims that FCC’s action 
constituted outright censorship in 
violation of Section 326 of the Com- 
munications Act, adding that by set- 
ting forth general rules “of prior 
textual consideration of programs, 
the FCC is undertaking to establish 
a code of censorship” for the entire 
broadcasting industry. This reference 
hit directly at the Blue Book, which 
policies on local, 
live shows, over-commercialism and 
need for some sustaining hours in 
every program format. 


Paul Segal, attorney, for WADC. 
| attacked FCC’s decision to turn the 
station down in favor of WGAR. be- 
cause it proposed to carry nothing 
but CBS network shows throughout 
the network day. FCC declared a 
station could not be a “spigot for 


‘network programs” and operate in | 


|the public 


Pecton Bie. This Is FCC Censorship,’ WADC How! 
As Court Gets ‘Real’ Blue Book Test 


interest. Commission 
claimed WADC had a responsibility 
to put on some local shows in re- 
sponse to the needs and interests 
of Akron listeners — interests, FCC 
added, which a national network 
program schedule is not geared to 
meet 

Segal’s brief found FCC’s action 
“illegal, arbitrary and_ capricious” 
for the following reasons: 

1. FCC had violated the “no-cen- 
sorship - of - programs” ban the 
statute and had also 


radio done 
havoc to the First Amendment which 


protected WADC’s right of free 
speech The lawyer here tore a 
page from the NAB manifesto which 
gives FCC no authority whateve! 
over proposed or past program 
policies. 


2. Commission had not given 
WADC and WGAR comparative con- 
sideration but had turned WADC 
down outright by reason of its al- 
legedly deficient program proposals. 
This is also a violation of accepted 
FCC rules and regulations. 

3. No credit was given WADC for 
the normally weighty factors of local 
residence and the integration of 
ownership with actual operation of 
the station. WGAR’'s owners are 
California residents and have no ac- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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A DIVISION OF THE @@LUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 








Meet the nation’s richest Missus... 


Ow the Pacific Coast the Missus holds the purse 


Missus.* * 











1947, Pacific Coast per 





national average 


@* Based on + on) 


@ According to Sales Man 


any geograys al group 


strings to the biggest pocketbook in the nation.” And 
Columbia Pacific's Ed East knows how to open it. 
Ed East is a ladies’ man without equal. During the 
past twelve months 300,000 women packed Earl 
Carroll's theatre-restaurant to watch him emcee 
Meet The Missus and to participate in the merry 
mixture of quips and prizes. And this meal 40,000 
more housewives will interrupt their family shopping 
to stand in the block-long lines that lead to Meet The 
Many more thousands will take time out 


from their household chores to listen in at home. 


Meet The Missus is just as popular with sponsors. 
Over 82%.of the advertisers who bought one or more 
quarter-hour segments have renewed their contracts. 
Here's eloquent testimony that The Missus can move 


merchandise on the Pacific Coast. 


_If you want to meet — and sell — the Missus with the 
most spending money, just give us, or Radio Sales, 
a call. We'll make a date to have Ed East introduce 


you and your product. 


agement’s “Survey Of Buying Power,” May, 
effective buying income is greater than 
e lo An important 27.2% above the 


COLUMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 





Represented by Radio Sales, the SPOT Broadcasting Division of CBS; New York, Chicage, Les Angeles, Detroit, Atlanta, San Franensse 
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revenue of anyone in radio. Here, 
briefly, is the spuggestion, and you 
may judge for yourselves whether 
this would seriously threaten either. 

I suggest that each national net- 
work, in cooperation with the agency 
involved, offer the three half-hour 
periods during the week when it has 
the largest listening audience, for 
purposes of broadcasting a program 
dev»ted to a specific problem or or- 
ganization or accomplishment. 
would make a total of 12 popular 
program periods, to cover 12 weeks, 
at what would probably be a differ- 
ent evening and period each week. 
Perhaps a final summary program 


could make this a 13-week series. | 


This arrangement should be more 
effective than the schedule used for 
“This Is War!” Each program of this 


series would be carried by all four | 


networks, and unaffliated stations as 
well would be authorized to carry 
it. 
An Example 

Using an example: One week such 
a program would be scheduled at 
the time that Bob Hope normally 
broadcasts. Would you, Bob Hope, 
not be willing to appear on the pro- 
gram, with the personalities involved 
in cancellations on the other three 
networks, all of you to provide your 
endorsement to this project in World 
understanding? And would you, the 
agencies and sponsors involved, not 
be villing to share with the net- 


works the expense involved? Surely | writers like Erik Barnouw, William 


Radio For Peace 


Continued from page 0 =e 


This | 








that the series, which might be 
called “The Price of Peace,” would 
soon. be listened to by all the Eng- 
lish-speaking people in the world, 
and, as soon as possible, in transla- 
tion at least of the most essential 
parts, the entire world. If our fears 
and aims are presented absolutely 
frankly, without innuendo, I believe 
such a series could be a revelation 
of the true world potential of radio 
never before realized, even during 
ithe war. Not only should what has 
lnot been done, but also what has 
|been done toward’ world peace be 
| dramatized, to counter-balance usual 
| headlines and news bulletins. 


World Exchange Series 


If we can be so honest and frank 
that we cannot be misinterpreted 
or misunderstood, this series could 
|possibly become a world exchange 
|series, in which we are willing to 
listen as well as broadcast—getting 
all grievances and misunderstand- 
ings into the open. Even if all this 
is nut possible, partial realization 
will be far better than the situation 
now existing. 








As to writers, I have discussed this 
plan with a few, including Carl Car- 
mer. It is our belief that the finest 
writers in America would consider 
this an opportunity worthy of their 
talents, now frequently devoted to 
other media. Without knowing all 
radio writers, or meaning to slight 





those not here mentioned, I believe 


credits could be boiled down, and | Benet, True Boardman, Pearl Buck, 
yet show that everyone in radio, in- | Car] Carmer, Robert Genedella, Hec- 


cluding sponsors, is contributing, as 
everyone must, if the project is to 
succeed. 


Each program would be at least 
as adequately publicized, as, say, 
your “Bing’s Day” program, Bing 
Crosby, with the addition of cross- 
plugs, courtesy spot announcements, 
and every available publicity medi- 
um. Publicity costs would be shared 
by sponsors, agencies and networks, 
with credits listed in the printed ad- 
vertisements. Worthwhile clubs 
and organizations throughout the 
nation would help publicize these 
programs. 

In the selection of participants all 
groups in America should be re- 
membered: labor, Negro organiza- 
tions, and all the rest, along with the 
finest of English-speaking dramatic, 
narrative, and writing talent, and 
American musical talent of all types, 
including folk performers. Emigres, 
new citizens—the whole of Amer- 
ica should be represented. 

In the matter of writing, I believe 
that specific problems should be 
given America’s best radio writers, 
by the State Department, the U.N., 
UNESCO and others, to be drama- 
tized so frankly and above-board 


“gt. 
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tor Chevigny, Norman Corwin, Max 
Ehrlich, Milton Geiger, Joseph Gott- 
lieb, Langston Hughes, Millard 
Lampell, Jerome Lawrence, Alan 
Lomax, Archibald MacLeish, Arch 
Oboler, William Robson, Norman 
Rosten, Robert Shaw, Morton Wish- 
engrad, and many more would pitch 
in and do the job that needs doing. 

After this proposed series is fin- 
ished, the job will still not be finish- 
ed. If a world exchange, or further 
series to Americans only grew out 
of this series, that would be fine. 
However, there are other values. Al- 
though I believe American indiffer- 
ence is not a radio problem, I also 
believe the response of Americans 
and the peoples of other lands to 
adequately publicized war programs 
show that they will listen if ade- 
quately informed of the problem and 
the special nature of the radio offer- 
ings provided. This series should 
interest people sufficiently so that 
after the series ends, if it does after 
12 or 13 weeks, the people will at 
least already be better informed, and 
will listen more to such progranfs 
offered on even the type schedules 
used during the past year. 

I do not believe radio alone 
should do this job. I think other 
media are equally neglectful of the 
opportunity available. I believe 
advertising agencies could carry 
the same theme into other media, 
with sponsored cooperation. I be- 
lieve the films could and would 
pitch in. But, as during the war, 
radio is ideally qualified to launch 
this project, to affect the- whole 








population, and to provide the im- 
| mediacy and timing the problem re- 
| quires. . 
| The State Department wants such 
ia series. Speaking from the center 
of population of the nation,: I would 
say the people of America desper- 
ately need it. Who will provide this 
impetus and leadership, which can 
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silence over-night statements to the 
effect that advertising agencies are 
interested only in money, and that 
radio is not fulfilling its responsi- 
bility? Are four-network projects 
not as possible now as in time of 
war? 

If this plan sounds “too crackpot 
to be practical,” let it be remem- 
bered that these are extraordinary 
times, deserving of extraordinary ef- 
forts. If such a series never before 
has succeeded, neither has the 
atomic bomb ever before existed, 
and never has the world ever been 
so rapidly pulling apart inte two 
armed camps (which, it need not be 
pointed out, is far more ominous 
than three or more armed camps). 

The American people are not in- 
different. They are only uninform- 
ed. They have been conditioned to 
count heavily on radio and the 
newer communications media for 
their information, and they are do- 
ing so now. 

By doing this job now, radio and 
the other communications media 
can best preserve the very freedom 
they now enjoy, but will find com- 


promised in case of another war, 
and will surely lose in case of 
defeat. 


Would it not be fine if radio could 
proudly claim as much _ responsi- 
bility for winning the peach as for 
winning the war? 











Tele t. r.’s 
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running off an “audition” film of an 
actual show packaged for another 
client. 

Present plans call for two of the 
special cameras to be used for each 
show. Each will operate 33 minutes, 
making possible the recording of an 
hour-long show or a lengthy sports 
event, since the first camera can be 
repacked with film while the second 
is operating. Cameras will operate 
on 16m film, which is fireproof and 
can thus be insured on air express 
shipments. It’s also less costly than 
film, since the necessary projectors 
are less expensive. Low-cost factor 
also ties in with DuMont’s proposed 
low-priced tele station, which in- 
cludes facilities for transmitting film 
via an image orthicon camera in- 
stead of the usual iconoscope. With 
his “live” shows thus available on 
film, a-station operator will be able 
to get along with just two i.o. cam- 
eras, on which he can double for 
remote pickups. 

Chief problem in developing the 
camera was‘ the achievement of 
smoothness in the mechanism. Since 
a motion picture camera operates at 
30 frames per second and a tele 
camera scans at only 24 frames a 
second, it was necessary to develop 
a camera that would drop the six 
frames without having the scanning 
lines fall on top of each other. It 
was also necessary to develop a film 
with the same chromatic intensity 
as that possessed by the average re- 
ceiving tube. Problem of sufficient 
lighting was eliminated earlier with 
the development of metal-backed 
tubes. 


| WHN Sports | 
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matches. Last season the Rover 
airings were sustaining. 

Old Gold has also re-signed for 
sponsorship of the entire N. Y. 
Giants pro football games. Billy 
Taub, clothier, has renewed his pact 
to bankroll the 30-minute “Hour of 


Champions” Sundays. Another 
clothier,e Simon Ackerman, will 
sponsor “Take A Tip From Me” 


stanzas preceding and following the 
Giants games Sundays. 

Aiso on the WHN sked are nightly 
Roosevelt Raceway trotting races, 
sponsored by the Raceway; Satur- 
day afternoon college grid games 
and probably also the Army. “game 
of the week”; prizefights and track 
events at the Garden; indoor tennis; 
15-minute “warmup” sportscasts pre- 
ceding game broadcasts; a nightly 
(7:15) sportsecast cross-the-board. 
Most of the sportscasts will be 
handled by Bert Lee, Ward Wilson 
and Marty Glickman. 

Effect of the heavy sports sked is 
that listeners will be able to tune in 
some sports show every night in the 
week at 9 o'clock on WHN, Bert 
Lebhar, Jr., the indie’s sales director, 
pointed out. 





New Orleans — Walter Williams, 
WSMB new commentator, in three 
days last week collected $5,000 to fi- 
nance the mission of three young 
priests of the Jesuit Order who have 
dedicated themselves to mission 
work on the Island of Ceylon® He 
turned the funds over to Rev..J. W. 
Hynes, S.J., director of the mission. 
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Raleigh — The Raleigh News and 
Observer has announced that Dud- 
ley Tichenor, of Denver, will man- 
age its two radio stations, WNAO 
and WNAQ-FM. 


Tichenor, a native of Kentucky, 
was associated with the Oklahoma 
Publishing Co., Oklahoma City, for 
17 years. At first, he was with the 
Daily Oklahoman and Times, mov- 
ing to Station KVOR in 1936, first 
as advertising manager and later as 
station manager. 

He was with the Army Air Forces 


during the war, and then became | 


national advertising manager of 


KLZ, Denver. 





manager Waltter Haase has been ap. 
pointed a member of the public re. 
lations committee of the local branch 
of the National Conference of Chris. 
tians and Jews. Program manager 
Harvey Olson has been elected first 
vice president of the Hartford Ad. 
vertising Club. Station manager 
Haase, a former club president, is 
now a member of the board of direc. 
tors of the organization. 











Daytona Beach — Dina Carlson, 
former WAC Captain and ATC 
| Radio Officer and freelancer is now 
program director of WNDB. Davy- 
tona Beach, the News-Journal’s 
FMer. Miss Carlson was writer and 





St. Louis—-To prevent a recur- | producer of many Army shows as 


rence of the _ recent 
floods in the Missouri and Missis- 
sippi river valleys, KMOX is co- 


sponsoring a contour plowing con- 
test between farmers from 31 Mis- 
souri and Illinois counties on’ a 287- 
acre farm in Lebanon, II1., 25 miles 
from St. Louis, on Sept. 6. In ad- 
dition the local CBS outlet will pay 
all expenses for the winner of the 
contest to participate in a national 
contest at Houston next fall. In ad- 
dition to the contest demonstrations 
of pond construction, terrace build- 
ing, forestry practices and pasture 
improvement will be held. 





Pittsburgh — Martha Henzie has 
won audition for principal femme 
singing spot on Bernie Armstrong’s 
beer-sponsored Friday night half- 
hourer on KDKA. She’s a replace- 
ment for Betty Ellen Morris (Mrs. 
Larry Conn), who will return to the 
show after stork visit in fall. Otto 
Krenn, program director and chief 
announcer at WLOA in Braddock, 
has resigned. 





Hartford — Couple of execs of 
WDRC have been appointed to local 
community organizations. Station 


devastating | well as freelance writer 


| network broadcasts. 
|New York. 


on several 


She is from 





Detroit—Jim Quello, former flack 
for WXYZ (ABC) has shifted to 
WJR (CBS). He replaced Bob An- 
thony, who took over similar duties 
at WJLB. 


Portland, Ore.—C. S. Jackson, 32, 
associate publisher of the Oregon 
Journal for the past year and a half, 
has been named general manager of 
the newspaper’s radio affiliate, 
KALE, MBS outlet here, succeeding 
Charles E. Couche. Latter has re- 
signed to turn farmer in the Wil- 
lamette Valley. 





Philadelphia — The personalities 
behind the mikes will come out into 
the open for all Philadelphia to see 
when the “WFIL Day” outing will 
be held at Waodside Park Saturday, 
Aug. 16. 


Listeners, without regard to age 
limit, are being invited over the air 
to come to the blowout and meet 
personally the people whose ,voices 
they hear day in and day out. 





@ 





Home Seekers Join In 
Bankrolling St. L. Show 
In Bid For Quarters 


St. Louis, July 29. 

For the first time in this sector 
of the country radio is being used by 
GIs and others suffering from the 
housing shortage as a medium for 
seeking comfortable quarters. A 
number of home seekers, the num- 
ber not disclosed by WIL, have 
banded together to bankroll about 
300 words of advertising in the sta- 
tion’s 15 min. Dawn Patrol program 
of recorded music for a house, flat or 
an apartment. 

Last week the commercial gave 
the sponsor’s type of business, size of 
family, his qualifications as a tenant 
and his housing needs. He is iden- 
tified only by a phone number. The 
timing of the program, late Satur- 
day night into Sunday morning was 
designed by a station exec to catch 
dialers expected to be in good spirits 
and perhaps a little on the “senti- 
mental side.” 

First program resulted in a few 
offers being received at the station 
and included offers by others seek- 
ing homes to grab any excess hous- 
ing turned down by one of the 
bankrollers. 


K.C.’S 6TH AM STATION 
(KIMO) PREEMS AUG. 1 


Kansas City, July 29. 

Kansas City metropolitan area 
gets its sixth AM _ station when 
KIMO goes on the air at Independ- 
ence, Mo., Aug. 1. New station will 
operate with 1,000 watts at 1510 ke, 
dawn to dusk. Studios are located 
at 310 North Osage, Independence, 
with the transmitter set up between 
Indpendence and Kansas City in 
what is known as the Intercity Dis- 
trict. 

Owners of the new station are 
Craig Siegfried, Charles Siegfried, 
Cedric Siegfried and Frank B. Fow- 
ler in a partnership. Harry Becker, 
formerly with radio stations in New 
Mexico, takes over as program di- 
rector and Frank Hassett as chief 
announcer. 

Four stations now are located in 
Kansas City proper—WHB, Cook 
Paint & Varnish Co.; KCMO Broad- 
casting Co.; WDAF, Kansas City 
Star; KCMO, owned by Arthur B. 
Church. Fifth station is KCKN, li- 
censed in Kansas City, Kan., but 
operating studios in both cities; 
owned by Arthur Capper, 
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WADE Howls 


Continued from page 39 








tive participation in their Cleveland- 
Detroit stations. 

4. FCC overlooked fact that CBS 
has network originations out of the 
Cleveland-Akron area, many of them 
in the public service category. Com- 
mission’s decision displayed ignor- 
ance of the network service given 
this area. 


5. The decision is a direct viola- 
tion of the multiple ownership rule, 
since commonly - owned WGAR, 
Cleveland, and WJR, Detroit, largely 
duplicate each others’ signals. FCC 
ignored its traditional concern with 
equitable distribution of radio chan- 
nels when it permitted one manage- 
ment to own two 50kw stations 
covering contiguous areas, which 
form one of richest segments of 
the U. S. 
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‘ean Society of Composers,¢ 
See ond Publishers apparently 
A been doing some thinking about 
a U. S. Justice Department's suit 
against it, charging participation in 
a world-wide monopoly on copy- 
‘shted music via its exclusive re- 
poet rights arrangements with | 
pe reign societies. There are | 
whispers that when and if the suit | 
comes to trial that Broadcast Music, | 


| 


which ASCAP claims helped insti- | 


ate the action in a pique due to| 





te failure to beat ASCAP out of | 
some of the contracts, will be 


pointed out as holder of some ex- 
clusive deals itself. 

BMI has closed agreements with 
Brazil (one of two performance | 
rights societies, one of which is | 
tied to ASCAP), Chile, Cuba and 
Mexico and apparently ASCAP in- | 
tends pointing those out in a “what’s ; 
good for the goose is good for the | 
gander” move. They feel that there's | 
no question but that BMI was in- | 
strumental in getting the Justice 
Department to launch the suit, 
hoping to break up the Society’s 
foreign deals, following which BMI 
would have an opportunity to con- 
clude at least non-exclusive deals 
with these same groups. And that 
BMI has its own exclusive arrange- 
ments, while it may not aid ASCAP’s 
defense of the suit, if it ever goes 
to trial, at least will not give com- 
fort to the government agency’s 
monopoly charges. 


1. D. May Revive 
Music Biz Interest 


Tommy Dorsey’s music business 
interests may be revived this fall. 





Minn. Symph Earned More 
In ’46-47 and Lost Less 


Minneapolis, July 29. 
Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra’s 


PMI ‘Exclusives May-Also Get 0.0. | 
if ASCAP Monopoly Trial Is Pushed 





| 


} 
| 
1 
| 


than for the previous season, it was | 


announced. A total of 139,000 per- 
sons attended the orchestra’s home 
concerts; *185,760 turned out to hear 
it on tour. 

Year's operating deficit of $134,- 


475 was covered by guaranty fund 
contributions. Expenses rose $48,775, 
largely because of the increase in 
minimum weekly rate from $65 to 
$75 


orchestral association, and other of- 
ficers were re-elected. 


e 
2-Way Conflict 
0 Mi | Di kin l 
A new kind of hassle between a 
recording company and music pub- 
lisher over a set release date of re- 


cordings of a song has developed 
In this one, the disputed disking is 


caught in the middle of the record- | 
least | 


ing company’s desire to at 


match the release date set by an- | 


other company for a tune which has 
no connection with the one in dis- 


pute’—the two are simply “backed | Venture. 


up” on the same record. 


S. T. McKnight, president of the | 





. aie ; ete | yfair Musi il i Ja- 
1946-47 earnings were $56,350 more | Mayfair Music to fill the niche va 


Switching BMI Coast Reps Fill-in Policy for N. J. Meadowbrook 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Carl Haverlin, Broadcast Music, 
Inc., prez, trains back to New York 
Aug. 3 after fortnight visit here, ac- 
companied by Julie Stern, gen. pro- 


Keyed to Name Singers, Lesser Bands 





fessional manager of outfit. 

Last week pair effected a change 
in BMI's local setup by switching 
Eddie Janis, who long has plugged 
here for firm, into film studio con- 
tact, and hiring Irving Weiss from 


Dallas Cracking Down On 
Ballroom Bldg. Violations 


Dallas, July 29. 





cated by Janis. 
with dance hall regulations. This 
move was made after the spots had 
been given two years to meet the 
requirements of the city. 
Several other nite spots which are 


() ASCAP M making alterations to comply with 
n oves | health ordinances, have been grant- 


city building, fire prevention and 
| ed extensions. There were about 15 
. ° a | dance spots which did not comply 
} ISIC rm with city ordinances in the annexed 
. areas. Because of material shortages, 
Objecting to policy 
by Warner Bros. 





the City Council gave them two 


moves made | years to comply with city ordinances. 





music 


combine, 
with which 


in New York supreme court against 
Wattenberg; Deems Taylor, as presi- Meeting has been set for Aug. 6 


they are partnered in e 
the Shubert Music firm, Lee and ASCAP Radio Meet 
J. J. Shubert, through their Select 9 
Theatres Corp., filed suit last week | 
Herman Starr, head of the WB Set for Aug. 6 
group; Harms, Inc., Abraham M. 
dent of American Society of Com- | between full committees represent- 


posers, Authors and _ Publishers; | ing radio interests and the Ameri- 
|Louis Bernstein, ASCAP treasurer, ;can Society of Composers, Authors 
'and the Shubert firm itself. Suit | and Publishers. This meet, the first 
j 
} 


aims to nullify the agreements made 
by the defendants in the 
firm’s behalf and to 


Shubert | plete roster of delegates from each 
dissolve the 
|down to cases in the drafting of a 
new agreement which, when com- 


With 50% of Shubert Music’s “B” 


Here’s how the argument stacks | stock owned by Select Theatres and | pleted, may replace the old deal now 


up—and 
disagreements. 
which it has set a hard and fast 


Sept. 10 release date. Majestic Rec- 
ords cut the song by Ray Dorey and 


it has not at this moment | 50% 
reached the proportions of recent | Harms, former appointed J. J. Shu- | 


in existence, until 1949. 
It’s expected that both sides will 


of the “A” stock owned by 


Shapiro-Bernstein | bert and John W. Waters as direc- | want to have the terms of a new 
has a tune called “— and Mimi” on | 


tors, according to the terms of the |deal on paper ready for presenta- 
incorporation, while Harms named |tion to the National Assn. of Broad- 
Starr and Wattenberg to the board. |casters convention which convenes 
Latter pair, according to the com- |at Atlantic City Sept. 14. 


Several dance halls in areas an- / 
nexed by Dallas in 1945 have been | 
ordered closed for failure to comply | 


since last spring involving the com- | 


faction, probably will begin getting | 


Both his firms—Embassy Music, | is version has been coupled for 
operated by Jack Johnstone, and | Telease with his arrangement of 
Dorsey Bros., in which he was Irving Berlin’s “Freedom Train.” It 
partnered with frere Jimmy and | S¢€ms Decca's version of the latter, 
which formerly was run by George | PY Bing Crosby and the Andrews 
Marlo, may be reactivated. Both | Sisters, is due soon and in order not 
Marlo and Johnstone, who quit | 0 be beaten, Majestic wants to put 
Embassy six weeks ago to entirely | 0Ut Dorey’s version, along with 


divorce himself from Dorsey’s em- Shapiro’s tune. Shapiro won't allow 


: : | “Mimi” out until the date set and 
y ) nia tomorrow eee 
Grea) : "aces “oo music | Majestic doesn't want to break up 
: . the coupling.it has set. Dispute stall 
angle with Dorsey. pose igs é 
isn’t settled, although Shapiro cannot 
If Embassy or Dorsey Bros. firm | ang will not back down. 
is reactivated, and it’s probable that 
either or both will be, the first tune 
to be pushed will be, “I'll Be There,” 
written by Sammy Stept and ma- 
estro Eddy Howard. T. D. has 
alrealy recorded the song for RCA- 
Victor and Howard is .due to cut 
it for Majestic. 


BMI Cafe Licensing 
Progresses in Chicago; 
Pelham Heath, N.Y., In 


Chicago, July 29. 

With the signing of the Karzas 

ms, Aragon and_ Trianon, 
Broadcast Music, Inc., “has signed 
all locations with radio wires with 
the exception of two outlying spots— 
Martinique on the south side and 
Melody Mill on the west side. Only 
two major holdouts in the nitery cir- 
cuit are Latin Quarter and Rio 
Cabana, but many of the smaller 
spots are awaiting official action of 
the Chicago Cafe Owners Assn., 








Asbury Park Convention 
Hall in *47 B.O. Upturn 
After 206 Deficit Last Yr. 


Asbury Park, July 29. 

This resort's Convention hall, 
which lost a bundle of coin last sea- 
son promoting name bands on week- 
end and full-week stands, has not 
had a losing week yet this year. 
Rediker Bros., local jewelers, who 
took the rap last season to the tune 
of approximately $20,000, are said to 
be fairly well set in black ink so 
far with half the season gone. 

Convention hall's best business 
this season was done by the Tex 
Beneke-Glenn Miller orchestra, 
which is claimed to have done more 
at the b.o. in four days last month 
than that lured over the full week 
ending last Wednesday (22) with 
Harry James. Main difference, of 
course, this season and which prob- 
ably spells the difference between 








ee a 





profit and loss is that the Redikers 
are paying less for talent. This 
year James cost the operators $10,000 
for the week as against some $25,000 
last season. 

Guy Lombardo’s orchestra start- 
ed the hall out on the profit side this 
spring with a three-day run over 
Memorial Day weekend. Lombardo 
gave the operators a profit in the 
neighborhood of $2,000 and they’ve 
been building ever since to over- 
come last year’s deficit. 


Which hasn’t given a definite yes 
of no since first approached last Feb- 
Tuary, 

— office has moved to 360 N. 
ichigan, and Stan Myers has be- 
come regional h i 

Gates. g ead, replacing Joe 





Shubert Signs BMI Deal 
: BMI last week secured a licensing 
Pa wement with Herman Shubert’s 
elham Heath Inn, New York, after 
+ ecg thal nesting. “aoe be- 
He spot an ad reached 
the point where name bands play- | DESMOND MAY DROP 
no gre spot were forbidden by Shu- 
. to perform BMI tunes on the 
“© or in the room in fear of an 
infringement suit by BMI. 
; Shubert Signed a standard BMI 
fal which expirés in 1951. 


a 





Johnny Desmond, who has been 
working as singte «ince his dis- 
charge from the Army, where he 
worked with the late Major Glenn 
Miller’s Air Forces orchestra, may 

A. M. Walker has been named have his own band. Idea of placing 

er of the San Antonio Symph- Desmond in front of a full-size, com- 
e8y Orchestra, the first full time mercial style combo is being mulled 
eer of the position. He is also by General Artists Corp., his book- 
manager of the Austin Little ers, and Don Haynes, his manager. 

— and prior to that was house | Desmond recently completed a 

Worn of the Worth theatre, Fort 


« ‘ 








‘run at the Commodore hotel, N. ¥. 
| He’s on RCA-Vietor records. 


plaint, entered into three pacts with 
ASCAP without the knowledge of 
the other directors. This, the plain- 
tiff claims, is a violation of the New 
York State corporation law. 

First pact, allegedly made in Feb- 
ruary, 1940, extended for a 10-year 
| term a contract made the preceding 
;|month with ASCAP whereby the 
long inactive Shubert firm was re- 
instated in the ASCAP fold until 
|Dec. 31, 1940. Subsequently, it’s 
claimed, Starr and Wattenberg ne- 
gotiated, in August, 1943, a new 
ASCAP ticket calling for a licensing 
term of 15 vears. 
was made in October, 1945, which 
granted ASCAP television rights to 
the Shubert catalog for a three-year 
stretch. 


All these contracts were made, 
Select claims, without knowledge of 
its directors, Shubert and Waters. 
It’s further alleged that Starr and 
Wattenberg, arranged the deals 
without calling meetings. If meet- 
ings were called, plaintiff states, it 
would have opposed these agree- 
ments. 


Select also asks that Starr and 
Wattenberg be removed from Shu- 
bert Music’s board and in addition 
seeks an accounting of moneys due 
the plaintiff. Taylor and Bernstein, 
ASCAP execs, were charged with 
acting in concert. 


Suit was disclosed last week when 
Select moved to dismiss answers 
and counterclaims of the defendants. 
Latter made a denial of the allega- 
tions and claimed the plaintiff was 
guilty of unreasonable delay in 
making a complaint. Supreme Court 
Justice Felix Benvenga refused to 
dismiss the answers and Select is ex- 
pected to appeal. 


MARTHA TILTON SIGNS 
2-YR. MAJESTIC DEAL 


Martha Tilton has moved _ to 
Majestic Records. Singer, who has 
been with Capito] Records for sev- 
eral years, signed a contract with 
the younger affiliate of Majestic 











SOLOING FOR OWN BAND ves over’ tinmediately. “Her dea 


is for one year . 

| Majestic’s acquisition of Miss Til- 
;ton and other recent talent moves 
made by the company, which 
dropped several names and began 
'negotiations for replacements, is all 
|part of a plan to reorganize the 
jlabel’s roster. It follows, too, a re- 
organization of personnel which 
brought in Dave Shelley and Lee 
Savin as artists and repertoire men 
to work alongside Ben Selvin, who 





Third agreement | 





SCA Preps Pitch To’ 
ASCAP for Better Cut 
Of Theatre Revenue 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Screen Composers Assn., which 
|consists of upwards of 100 of the 
|top film scorers, finally will formal- 
ily make that pitch to American 
|Society of Composers, Authors and 
|Publishers this autumn, asking for 
greater royalty considerations. Mem- 
| bers, in general meeting here last 
| week, were told strategy on cam- 
lpaign by their attorney, Leonard 
| Zissu, and gave the legal eagle the 
‘green light to open a barrage. 

Scores want a special classifica- 
| tion established by ASCAP whereby 
only composers whose compositions 
are used on sound tracks in theatres 
will receive revenue from what the 
| Society derives from licensing film- 
eries. This is the system which 
obtains in the British Performing 
|Rights Society, and SCA _ wants 
| ASCAP to duplicate it. Since its 
|inception, ASCAP always has tossed 
all revenue into one bucket and 
_ doled royalties to writers‘and pubs 
'on a straight classification basis. 

Composers Assn. has been ready- 
ing its formal pitch for a_ year, 
{although Zissu has quietly been 
| buttonholing ASCAP toppers for 
|some time. 


If the formal 
|a deaf ear, 
| litigation. 

Scorers’ beef is that, while many 
do not clef pop tunes, their back- 
ground compositions are vitally im- 
portant to films. Yet, because these 
scores rarely receive pop attention 
most scorers are in low revenue 
brackets of the Society. 


Zissu will be here another week 
before returning to his N. Y. office, 
| during which time he hopes to get 
| SCA members’ approval of a stand- 
| ard contract form which the organi- 
| zation wants adopted by film studios 
|when hiring cieffers. This pact 
essentially seeks to bind composers 








presentation meets 
Zissu may resort to 





to a one-picture deal when dealing | 


with indies, from whom also rights 
to compositions, other than screen 
synchronization, are to be retained 
by the scorers. On deals with major 
, Studios a proposed standard pact 
‘calls all rights for other than syncro 
rights to revert to writers in events 
,a studios’ music-publishing subsids 
ido not care to make pop use of the 
| works. SCA, as a group, has been 
;complaining that subsid pubs keep 
; many works on shelves which might 


¢ Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
‘Cedar Grove, N. J. will try a 
|new angle in an effort to strength- 


} 


pes business when he reopens the 


spot Aug. 22. Dailey is com- 
mitted to a policy of using the 
topmost maestros available, but, 


since it’s not always possible to book 
outstanding names consecutively, he 
has decided to follow the trend of 
record buyers and bolster less pow- 
erful bandleaders with outstanding 
recording vocalists. To these he 
will add certain vaude acts. 

To this Dailey has Perry 
Como set to debut Meadowbrook’'s 
season, Aug. 22 on an old unfulfilled 
contract between them. Como will 
work with Marion Hutton, Sam 
Donahue’s orchestra, and two vaude 
acts, the Evans Family and the Mar- 
| tins, puppeteers. For his second bill, 
| Dailey has Mel Torme, the Harmoni- 


end 
ena, 


cats, whose recording of “Peg O’ My 
Heart” is now tops, along with pian- 
ist Walter Gross and either Tony 
Pastor’s or Ray McKinley’s band. 
Peggy Lee, Buddy Clark and other 
name singers will be used when and 
if they are available at times when 
he books new or lesser name combos. 
Dailey does not intend to forsake the 
| band féeld, 

If Dailey is successful in his plan, 
he could very well open up a com- 
| pletely new field for the top name 
singers, most of whom are former 
band vocalists. There are a num- 
ber of band spots throughout the 
country, such as the Totem Pole, 
Boston; Palladium, Hollywood, et al., 
that grab top name bands whenever 
they can get them and book locals 
when they can't. 

Such a policy extended to various 
other ballrooms around the country, 
however, may not be to the liking 
of band agencies since it might 
destroy, or diminish, work oppor- 
tunities for medium level bancs that 
do not qualify as top names and are 
too expensive to couple with high- 
priced singers. On the other hand, 
there’s not enough of the latter to 
seriously hamper such band book- 
ings. 
| In top name bands, Dailey has 
| Carmen Cavallaro dated for Sept. 17 
and is dickering for Guy Lombardo, 
Stan Kenton and several others, 


Como’s 276 Take 
~ At Cleve. Palace 


Cleveland, July 29. 
Perry Como, who last year was 
one of the two biggest record sellers 
| in this country, took nearly $27,000 








| for his end of a week at the Palace’ 


‘theatre, here, ending Wednesday 


| (23). Como broke Betty Hutton’s 
_attendance record at the house, but 
‘did not crack her coin mark. He 
| played to 87,928 patrons in the seven 
| days as against 83,816 for Miss Hut- 
‘ton at wartime admission prices. 

Como’s film was “Corpse Came 

C.O.D.,”, which hardly contributed 
, to the big b.o. 

Como grossed just under $54,000 
|; on a deal that gave him a guarantee 
,and 50-50 split above $45,000. Mar- 
ion Hutton, sister of Betty, was on 
the bill with Como. 


Freddy Martin’s Dish 
‘Teasers’ as Advance 
Bally for Theatre Tour 


Freddy Martin went to unusual 
, and unique lengths to herald the 
‘approach by his band toward thea- 
tres he has booked during his sum- 
mer hiatus from the Cocoanut 
Grove, Ambassador hotel, Los An- 
geles. Martin made an “advance 
record,” designed to take advantage 
of the practice of many theatres in 
using recordings by forthcoming 
orchestras on house p.a. systems. 

Instead o* the straight perform- 
ance of commercial records on the 
p.a. lines, however, Martin cut a 
special disk from a script written 
by Barney McDevitt, to be spliced 
with records by his band. Script 
introduces himself and various mem- 
bers of the band delivering “teaser” 
portions of arrangements he uses in 
{the show, many of which are or 
have been hit releases on the RCA- 
| Victor label. Theme music behind 





the Box of his “Concerto” ar- 
is due to exit the firm in September. be kneaded up into pop-fune. form. | es eh 


ye 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


Hollywood, July 29. h ~some fine guys behind her—Dave 

This never-never land may be as) Cavanaugh, tenor, Red Norvo, xylo- 
progressive as it likes to believe, but phone, Baby Lovett, drums, Benny 
it lags rather perceptibly when it) Carter, alto, Vic Dickenson, trom- 
comes to hearing the latest records. | bone, Jack Marshall, guitar, Red 
Of the four major labels, only Cap- Callender, bass, and one, Red Loring, 
itol. which is quartered here, has its! on cornet (Red Nichols to you). On 
disks available on the scheduled re- | the other side, Miss Lee is accom- 
lease date. Columbia’s, Victor’s and! panied by a different group. The 
Decca’s are sometimes as much as a/| tune, in contrast to the slow “I Was 

| 














month late. So if this piece touches | Wrong,” is rhythm stuff. Neither of 


upon only a few items, that is the| these faces will do mucl. business 
reason. | anywhere except in race locations. 
Capitol, incidentally, is a con-|But we hope we're wrong. Foz here, 


with a capital T, is Talent. 

Dick Haymes is a good singer and 
you won’t observe us saying other- 
wise. Unfortunately, though, he 
doesn’t jalways get the right stuff to 
record. (Crosby, after all, is on the 
same label). This week, however, 
Haymes has a Decca that couples 
two good tunes—“Naughty Angeline” 


stant source of amazement, and ob- 











_ 


Suggested Programs 

“There But For You Go I[’— 
Frank Sinatra (Columbia). 

“Peg O’ My Heart”—Red 
Nichols (Brunswick). 

“Love In Bloom”—Spike Jones 


(Victor). and “I Wish I Didn't Love You So.” 
“Changes”—Paul Whiteman On both sides he is accompanied by 
(Victor). a mixed quartet and rhythm. Effect 


is pleasant, although we are some- 
what in the dark as to just what 
mixed quartet means—a group of 
Negroes and whites, a. foursome of 
Chinese and hillbillies, om two Dem- 


“Smoke, Smoke, Smoke”—Tex 
Williams (Capitol). 

“I Don’t Want to Walk With- 
out You, Baby”—Harry James 
(Columbia). 








“At Sundown”—Tommy Dor- ocrats and two Socialists. It doesn’t 

sey (Victor). really matter, though, so don’t worry 
about it. Point is that the mixed 

: ee quartet sounds good. It sounds to 
ject of admiration, to me. Its pub-| ys like “Angeline” will go places in 


licity department surpasses any set- 
up with which Lve ever had deal- 
ings. It provides information, 
service, and—most important—seem- 
ing honesty. Not long ago, I tried 
out a Capitol by a girl singer. It 
sounded so bad that I did a double-- 
take—thinking my machine had 
gone haywire. I phoned Capitol, 
“Nothing wrong with your machine,” 
came the reply—‘the record stinks.” 
Such integrity, I admit, is unique, 
to say the least, in the record busi- 
ness. 

It wouldn’t be quite accurate to 
imply that there’s fine jazz to be 
heard at the drop of a hat out here, 
but there’s enough of it to keep any 


disk boxes. Haymes and his asso- 
ciates take it at a slow tempo. They 
do all right on “I Wish I Didn’t Love 
you So,” too. : 

Merle Travis’ “Fat Girl” (Capitol), 
may surprise you. It’s a Western 
with a—well, with a _ cute lyric. 








Best Bets 
Dance—‘“Penguin at the Wal-. 
dorf” (Frankie Carle). 
Ballad—“You’re Breaking In a 
New Heart” (Beryl Davis) and 
“Naughty Angeline” (Dick 
Haymes). 
Hot—‘I Was Wrong” and 
“Snatch It and Grab It” QWJulia 


aficionado reasonably happy. I Lee). 
think there’ll be even more. Cap- Western—“Fat Girl” (Merle 
itol’s release of Jessie Price’s “Blue Travis). ‘ 


Book Boogie,” for example, was a 
showcase for a really fine trumpeter 
named Pete Daley. ‘When people 
get around to hearing the record, : j bey 
they'll make it a point to hop out to might go in urban areas, but we in- 


tend to keep on suggesting it. If 
egy oad ~ are asad ~ \.e had a secretary named Africa, 
you're not in this neighbor- we could tell you how we were right 


hood, however). Cap also recorded Re bh! ° Presge -A 
per gg a a probably outsell “Timtayshun.” But 
Billy Bere’s hae soon moves east|W@ have no secretary—Africa or 


: otherwise—and we cannot tell you. 
pedantic oni SAO a thd pre bated We can merely hint that “Fat Girl” 


has its points. 
here. 


ing Palladium Ballroom a shot in the RUBINOFF CLEARED 
OF FAMILY ‘BUM RAP’ 








Week after week we cause titters by 
suggesting that this sort of thing 





box-office arm, is out on Columbia 
with two instrumentals — “Penguin 


at the Waldorf” and “The Glow 
Worm.” Largely frameworks for 4 
Carle’s soloings, which are re- Pittsburgl, July 29. 


It’s all love and kisses again at the 
Rubinofts. With Dave  Rubinoff 


stvained (what a word to apply to 
h's commercial fingering) and taste- 
fu , they come off as good dansapa- | withdrawing from sale the house his 
tion. Not anything to overload the | 85-year-old mother has been living 
jukes with nickels, (we think, but|in, she has withdrawn her suit 
with Carle anything can happen), | charging that deed for property was 
but good workmenlike jobs that} signed over to him under false pre- 
should hit te :pectable sales. tenses. According to those in the 

Beryl Davis, the English girl who| know, Mrs. Rubinoff didn’t know 
sang with Glenn Miller’s band over- when she signed papers that it was 
seas, sounds highly agreeable in her | # suit against her son, who had al- 
RCA-Victor of “Mother, Mother, | 4s provided well for her, and 
Mother (Is It Good or Is Is Bad)?”| Whole thing stemmed from bitter 
and “You're Breaking In a New| ‘family jealousies. ; 
Heart.” These are effective per-|.. Feeling around here was that vio- 
formances and Miss Davis sounds|/inist got a bum rap all around and 
more and more like a comer. Credit | didn’t deserve the unfavorable pub- 
should, however, go to Eli Oberstein | licity. Rubinoff has bought himself 
of Willard Alexander or whoever it|@ little ranch in Encino, Calif. for 
was who had the astufeness to back | his wife and two-year-old son and 
‘her with a band under Toots Cam- | ad intended to take his mother out 
arata. He did a job—subdued, there to live, too. However, she 
thoughtful, and balanced—and the | Prefers Pittsburgh. 
assist does wonders for Miss Davis. 
“Mother” a Charlie Tobias num- 
ber, has a bright introduction fol- 
lowed by a slow delivery by Miss 
Davis, and then by several changes 
of tempo. Tune, on the novelty 
side, may grow into something big. 
In any event, Miss Davis’ interpre- 
tation must be considered strong. 
She sings the weepy “Breaking In 
a New Heart” very slowly and quite 
eficctively. Buffalodeons  shou'd 
kec> their ears open for this coup- 
ling. 

Julia Lee who is another of Cap- 
itol’s discoveries, continues her 
forthright way with “I Was Wrong” 
ani “Snatch tt and Grab It.” We've 
had our say about Miss Lee’s singing 
and piano playing in previous issues 
and there’s no point in amplifying. 
She is great. In “I Was Wrong” she 





Norman Granz to Resume 
Pops Concerts in Fall 


Norman Granz’ “Jazz At the Phil- 
harmonic” unit, which quit for the 
Summer after a shortened series of 
‘concerts as part of the _ recent 
‘Carnegie Hall, N. Y. Pop Concerts 
will resume in the fall. This year, 
however, Granz will devote more 
time to dates in college auditoriums 
and less to commercial auds. Last 
year the situation was reversed. 

Granz’ unit will be booked this 
time by Mus-Art agency. 
been booked last season by Music 





his season. 
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British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending July 17) 
London, July 18. 


BorveRies ok vies chens Wright 
Coal. tt CRRCO: é..ccicewe Feldman 
People Will Say....... Chappell 
PEGSINTING oS Gx ny «str Southern 
Sun in the Morning...... Berlin 
A Little Tenderness. ...Connelly 
~ Old Spanish Trail...... Maurice 
PET RONG io eae. was F.D.& H 


Time After Time.... Ed. Morris 
They Say It’s Wonderful. .Berlin 


April Showers......... Chappell 
Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
Second 12 
BACOTCORIIOE SS 605.5% o6s i085 Connelly 


How Lucky You Are....Kassner 


PORUMINEED ga cu oS oka oh ead Ricordi 
Dear Old Donegal........ Leeds 
Oh Beautiful Morning. .Chappell 
Stars Will Shine....... Feldman 
see ere Keith Prowse 
i. a, ee ae eee ee es Dix 
Rainy Night in Rio....Feldman 
(ee ewe eee New-World 
AR tl Re eta Feldman 
DUNNE, os na Sate sca at eeke Gay 








Minn. Disk-Lending 
Library Finds Traffic 
Up 300% This Year 


Minneapolis, July 29. 

Evidence of the huge gain in pub- 
lic interest in phonograph record- 
ings, and at the same time additional 
evidence of the sales slump in the 
disk biz is in a local public library 
report. 

Library here has a phonograph 
record circulating department com- 
prising 3,000. records. All of last 
year it circulated only 9,000 records. 
Sc far this year it already has 
loaned 11,000 of them and the esti- 
mated total for ‘all 1947 will ap- 
proach 25,000. This would repre- 
sent a gain of nearly 300% over 
1946. Apparently, when the oppor- 
tunity ‘arises, record fans are bor- 
rowing, not buying. 


LOCAL 47 ORDERS 
L.A. CLUB TO PAY 56 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Trial Board of American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ Local 47 has ruled 
that Ernest Ochoa, operator of the 
downtown Club’ Brazil; which re- 
cently shuttered,; owes Don Ray- 
mond’s orchestra $4,950. Crew was inh 
spot on a°12-week contract, finished 





half the stretch when the club closed | 
| head, on the video trade, while the talk of an overall check of AFM 


Owing the band for one week’s 
actual work, plus the five stanzas 
renraining: in pact. 

Local has declared site “unfair” 
and ruled that Ochoa must pay up in 
full if he reopens, or if another oper- 
ator takes over the newcomer must 
adjust the claim of Raymond. Also, 
47 has asked James C. Petrillo to 
okay the batoneer suing Ochoa for 
the amount (union permission being 
necessary before a musician can file 
a civil suit.) 


Norman, Laguna Plan 
S.F., San Diego Jam Dates 


Hollywood, July 29. 

KFWB disk jock Gene Norman 
and Eddie Laguna, onetime Coast 
chief of Keynote Records, are ex- 
panding their jazz concert promo- 
tions beyond here, to San Francisco 
and San Diego. One has _ been 
skedded for Bay City Aug. 18 and 
one will follow in down-coast town. 

Norman-Laguna combo will toss 
another concert in Pasadena Aug. 4, 
with Charlie Barnet, Slam Stewart. 
Kay Starr, Charlie Shavers and 
Freddie Slack thus far set to topline. 

Promoters have been reaping a 
harvest. On first date, in May, with 
Benny Goodman, Barnet and Red 
Norvo featured, profit was better 
than $1,000 at $1 general admish. 
Last month a layout headed by Peg- 





|gy Lee and King Cole Trio gave 


Norman and Laguna $2,200 in clear 
out of $5,500 gross and Cole combo 
getting $1,500 for the nite. 





Gillespie to RCA 


RCA-Victor has. signed Dizzy 
Gillespie's orch to a_ two-ycar 
recording deal after the bandleader 
had broken away from Musicraft. 

Gillespie’s deal with Musicra t was 
broken when, after his contract 


Corp. of America, a deal Granz had there had promised him 16 sides a 
cancelled just prior’ to the end of, year, only 14 were released. 


He 


| uses a crew of 17 people. 








| Clans, Local 47, house organ. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines | 


: Harmonicats «++. Vitacoustics 
1. Peg O’ My Heart (10) (Robbins) ....... } Three Suns...........Victor 


oe Perry Como.,........Victo 
2. Chi Baba, Chi Baba (9) (Oxford)....0.. : Blue Barron.........M-G-M 


: Eddy Howard.......Maiesti 
® ) ( ) eet S . ajestic 
3. I Wonder, I Wonder (7) (Robbins) { Tony Pastor.......Columbia 


; { Margaret Whiting. .. Capitol 
4. Old Devil Moon (1) (Crawford)........ | Charlie Spivak....... Victor 
5. When Were Sweet 16 (4) (Shapiro-B).. Perry Como .........Victor 
6 That’s My Desire (16) (Mills).......... j Frankie Laine. ..,..Mercury 


| Sammy Kaye.. ...... Victor 


) § Mills Bros. . ...-Decca 
| Woody Herman....Columbia 


7. Across Alley From Alamo (12) (Capitol 


8. Smoke, Smoke, Smoke (1) (American).. Tex Williams........Capitol 

9. Temptation (2) (Robbins).............. Ingle-Stafford....... Capitol 
F : ‘ ‘ Ray McKinley.... .Majesti 

55 di . “ris). { J Cc 

10. Red Stockings, Green Pe’re (7) (Morris ) Tony Pastor... ... Columbia 

Coming Up 

Feudin’ and Fightin’ (Chappell)....... Dorothy Shay..... Columbia 

{Jo Stafford.......... Capitol 

Ivy (Burke-VH) eevee e+e ee eeeeeeeeeeeeres ? Vaughn Monroe..... Victor 

So Eee eee Decca 

Tallahassee (Famous).........00¢ seeeeeees ) Mercer-Pied Pipers Capitol 
. { Frank Sinatra. ....Columbia 

{ Have But One Heart (Barton)..... ***e2°*) Vic Damone........Mercury 
Ask Anyone Who Knows (Witmark)....... Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol 
{Tex Beneke..........Victor 


As Long As [m Dreaming (Burke-VH).... ) Harty James..... Bahessliin 


When I Write My Song (Exclusive)........ Herb Jeffries......Exclusive 


I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her (E. B. Marks). Perry Como......... Victor 
Come to Mardi Gras (Southern)...... Decege obliga age ae ore 
Stella By Starlight (Beverly)...... eseecece a Smee ote c — 
A BOROVG -GUBSITSI 5.06 6 iec: vcassess $0 8ebeses eo Feo el wees 
It’s Same Old Dream (Sinatra)............ Tommy Dorsey.... .. Victor 
My Heart Is a Hobo (Burke-VH)..... nore Ray a a BAST Td es 
Je Vous Aime (Crawford)........ciccese Andy Russell........ Capitol 
Lady From 29 Palms (Martin)......... 06a. ear ea Per 
After Graduation Day (T. B. Harms)...... Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
Midnight Masquerade (S-B).. ......eseeee-- eee” eae n 
Tomorrow (Morris) .......... WMisteavetees Charlie Spivak....... Victor 
Bloom een -CORMOUS) « vediesess vetecuees ca SRR “TRIO asics ck Decca 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


Howard Hughes isn’t the only person in Hollywood inspiring subpoenas. 
White slips are beginning to come in quantity from Rep. Carroll Kearns 
(R., Pa.), whose Labor Department sub-committee is to resume its sleuth- 
ing of the American Federation of Musicians and its dealings with motion 


picture, radio and television industries. Others not actually being called 
are getting “stand by” wires from Kearns and his legal aide, Irving 
McCann. Hearings, which open here Aug. 4, are believed to be more 
concerned with the music and film bans imposed by James Petrillo, AFM 


doings is so much embroidery. 





Guy Lombardo, and the Harmsworth Gold Cup racers who will try to 
take the speedboat crown he von last year away from him Aug. 10 in 
New York waters, had been fur a while preparing to race for a trophy 
that isn’t there. A thief broke into the Town Lodge, Freeport, over the 
past week-end and disappeared with the cup, worth about $5,000. How- 
ever, whoever copped the cup without going through the necessity of 
beating out Lombardo’s Tempo VI knew his business. He took only the 
valuable metal portion, leaving the wood base with previous winners’ 
names inscribed thereon. It was recovered by cops Monday (28). 





Paul Brenner, WAAT, Newark, disk spinner, uses a number of promo- 
tion and exploitation gimmicks to draw listener attention to his show, in 
addition to the one cited by Variety last week. Another is what he calls 
“Mike Shots.” Ideal calls for candid photographs taken of him and name 
guests during a broadcast to be autographed and reprinted in six-by-eight 
size with holes on one side to allow for insertion in looseleaf books. Re- 
action among younger school kids of his audience attaches an importance 
to the latest release in the series similar in the manner in which young- 
Sters seek celebrity signatures. 





Frank Sinatra’s “I Have But One Heat,” which is stirring up some in- 
terest due partially to the fact that Sinatra does part of the lyric in 
Italian. This disk was cut all of three years ago and was only released 
now. Originally it was probably held up because the song is published 
by Barton Music, in which Sinatra is a stockholder and with whose man- 
agement he had quite a hassle a year or so ago, finally becoming inactive, 
but retaining his shares. Johnny Farrow, music man, and Marty Symes 
wrote the piece, the former adapting the music and Symes fitting lyric. 





Paramount Pictures’ subsid, Famous Music, has permitted Beverly 
Music (Larry Shayne-Dick Haymes’ firm) to revive the late Dick Whit- 
ing’s tune, “My Future Just Passed.’ Famous owns the copyright, and 
retains it of course, and will merely tender Beverly a slice of earnings 
from latter's effort. Famous apparently was indifferent about reprising 
the tune itself. Already Haymes has disked it for Decca, as has the late 
composer's daughter, Margaret Whiting, for Capitol. Another etching is 
Ronnie Kemper’s version for Signature. 


It was Bregman, Vocco & Conn who was the purchaser years back of 
the Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble catalog—not Mills Music. In acquiring 
ownership of the firm in which the late Walter Donaldson participated 
in launching, BVC took over the majority- of the copyrights Donaldson 
wrote and which became standard tunes, among them “Little White Lies,’ 
“You're Driving Me Crazy,” “My Mom,” “Making Whoopee,” “Love Me Or 
Leave Me,” “Sweet Jennie Lee,” et al. 





“Unfair list” is no longer a feature of American Federation of Musi- 
List nixing certain bookers and agents was 
dropped out of current edition while, in the words of a union official, 
“the union plays possum due to’ the Taft-Hartley Act.” Though a feature 
of the mag for years, threatened lawsuits of several agents and bookers, 
among them Ed Fishman and Ed Sobel, partly inspired the change of 


| heart, it’s believed. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 4S 





| Music 


Notes 


Chester Conn on Coast hobnobbing with BVC Hollywood headman, Lee 
Finburgh... .Alvy West’s six-piece combo cutting album. for Columbia.... 


“art Lund etched four faces for M-G 


-M last week....Danny Kaye, Lionel 


pton and Dick Haymes sessioning for Decca on Coast this week.... 


Eddie Kelly tune-touting here for 


Witmark until Bill Savitt recovers 


om recent operation....Deuce Spriggens cut first batch of oatunes for 
cast Records over weekend....Frankie Carle this week starts waxing 
fifth album for Columbia. Pianist and his orch also tracking ten tunes 


for Lang-Worth this week....Mode 


rnaires sliced several sides for Co- 


jumbia last week,. with Hal Dickenson getting first solo licks....Eddy 
Howard churning out a batch for World Transcriptions this week... .Paul 


Sawtell scoring “They Passed This W 


ay,” Enterprise's Joel McCrea starrer 


_,.Vic Blau, Music Publishers’ Holding Corp. veepee and Hollywood 
head, sailing for Europe on the Queen Elizabeth Aug. 8....Deanna Durbin 


this week will wind up recording D 


ecca album....Doye O'Dell cut four 


faces for Exclusive last week....Martin Block Music will open an office 


in Chicago 1n mid-Sept hn 
Sat. (26)... .Tony Martin sessioning 
Wills’ cactus-chanters, recently inke 
opening 2 Chi office, under helm of 
Hollywood, Bobby Gross....Sammy 
fiernstein, on tune-touting swing t 
Barrymore doing a “Hallowe'en” albu 


Coast odd-label, has signed Armstrong Twins. 


. Johnny Johnston etched four for M-G-M on 


for RCA-Victor this week, also Luke 
d by label Freddy Martin Music 
Bob Smith 


Friedman, Coast chief of Shapiro 
nrough Pacific Northwest Lionel } 
m for M-G-M- Records.. 





Wusicraft Recapturing | HAMID'S PIER (A.C.) IN 


Ex-Talent Roster Before | 
Going After New Artists 


Musicraft Records, which is slow- 
ly beginning a task of reconstruc- 
tion, does not intend setting out 
after new artists to do any bolster- | 
jing of its talent roster. It intends | 
completing a new deal with singers | 
and maestros that were tied to it 
before its recent financial collapse 
and subsequent reorganization, and 
going on from there in an effort to 
establish current artists, before tak- 
ing on new ones. 

Musicraft renewed this week with | 
Phil Brito, following previous new 
deals made with Mel Torme, Sarah 
Vaughn, et al. Brito signed a three- | 
year agreement_ which nullified his | 
oid contract, about which there had 
been slight controversy between 
them as to whether it was still in 
effect. It’s claimed his latest con- 


|General Artists talent. 
| incidentally, is current on the Mil- 


‘rector of Allan & Co., 


SWITCH TO NAME BANDS 


Hamid’s Pier, 
erated by George Hamid, who also 
operates the Million Dollar Pier, is 
going in for a changing band policy 
at the former in the place of a 
“house band” idea. This will put 
name combos on both piers, 

Jean Goldkette’s orchestra, which 
has been doing the musical chores 
at Hamid’s since it opened for the 
| season, finishes Thursday (31). 
Thereafter, for week stands each, 
come the orchestras of Boyd Rae- 


(burn, Johnny Bothwell, Sam Dona- 


hue, and Billy Butterfield. All are 


Harry James, 


lion Dollar Pier. 


Aussie Pub Due in N.Y. 


George Sutherland, managing di- 
Australia- 


New Zealand music _ publishers, 


Four Star. 


Atlantic City, op- | 


New Agency 


Stuart Seymour, formerly with 
Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp.; Charlie Busch and William 
Peterson, of Consolidated Radio 
Artists, and Walter Bloom, formerly 
with Frederick Bros., have formed a 
new talent outfit called Musical En- 
tertainment Agency. Group has of- 
fices in New York. 


Agency will handle cocktail units 
and big bands. 


Rising Local 47 


- Roster Scares 
Union Toppers 


Hollywood, July 29. 

| Membership of Local 47, Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, is more 
|than twice its pre-war size. Ever- 
| growing ranks are a source of real 
jconcern to union toppers who are 
daily confronted with plights of 
| those who irekked to Coast in belief 
| that work was plentiful in studios, 
| nightclubs, dance halls and radio. 








Pub has new plugger in | 


| Membership is tabbed at over 15,- 
000 now, a figure fast approaching 
|New York Local 802’s roster. Pre- 
| war figure was 7,000. 
there was work for approximately 
2,500, a figure which actually has 
been cut. 

Local, for the past two years has 
been trying to keep the swelling 
| membership on some sort of payroll. 
|From Sept. 30, 1945 to the end of 
} ° ° 
|next month it will have handed pay 
|checks*to over 2,500 musicians for 
| 826 performances in 15 veterans 
| hospitals. 
| In addition, the local has for the 
first time, secured a contract with 
the City of Los Angeles for $20,000 
|by matching it with $20,000 them- 


tract is an improvement on the old. | headquartered at Melbourne, arrives| selves. L. A. County has contracted 


Meanwhile, Musicraft is 
ahead on marketing disks. 
did his first new date last week. 


going 








Tommy Dorsey rounding up guest 
artists in N. Y. to make transcrip- 


tions for his transcribed disk jockey | N. Y. and Hollywood, before leaving | Park, 


stint, which debuts Sept. 8. 
; 


in New York in early August, after 


Torme | attending recent international music | its 
| conference in London, Claude Whit- 
| ford, Allan branch manager, will ac- 


company. 


| for $25,000 worth of music, marking 
seventh consecutive year for 
such a program. 
|\fered by county and city for pay- 


Fig ‘ 
}ment to musicians playing public 


| Duo will spend several weeks in| concerts in Exposition Park, Griffith 


‘for home from the Coast Sept. 16. 


Lawndale Park, 
| Park and Patriotic Hall. 


Huntington 


At that time | 


Funds are prof- | 


Decca im 3d Music Pub Venture: 
Forms Supreme Outfit With BYC 


: # Decca Records has gone into iis 
Carlyn, Pitt Maestro, third music publishing venture. It 


Signs Unusual FB Deal has completed a deal: with Bregman, 
Pittsburgh, July 29. | Vocco & Conn whereby the two are 

Tommy Carlyn’s band, for some | equal 
time one of Pittsburgh’s leading Supreme Music. 
local outfits, has signed with Fred- Sun Music 
erick Bros. agency and will 





partners in a firm named 
Added to Decca’s 


catalog, bought several 


play 





Trianon Ballroom, Chicago, as first years ago from Mrs. Maybel Weil 
|date under deal Orchestra opens after Tommy Dorsey had had the 
|for three weeks Sept. 23 However, | company and returned it to her, and 
the pact includes unusual terms Mood Music, established last year by 
relative to local dates Decca, Columbia Pictures and 
Carlyn plays six weeks here at Shapiro-Bernstein the deal with 
| Vogue Terrace where he opened BVC puts Decca far out front of 
last night (Mon.) and then a fort rival record manufacturers in music 
night at Bill Green's opening Sept publishing interests 
18. Contract allows maestro to make Some time ago, Columbia Records 
own commitments for these spots, 


set up two company titles, but has 
not done much with them Victor 
has been interested in music pub- 
lishing ventures in the past, but so 
far has clung closely to Columbia’s 
do-nothing course. 


where they’ve been long-time favor- 
ites Carlyn’s had an outfit around 
town for last decade or more, bar- 
ring year out in the army, during 
which time band continued under 
;other leadership and business man- | ; 
| agement of his brother. ‘ Music gets underway 

: mallet with a tune titled “Old Chaperone,” 
written by Raney __Idriss-George 


‘DREYFUS DENIES BRITISH «pte oto a ave 


label recording made of it by singer 


OUTFIT CLOSING SUBSIDS ss! Si" "Arotes_ ale 


“How Rossiter tune. 
Max Dreyfus, head of the Dreyfus | Still a third is “Near You,” written 
| music combine, which includes | by Francis Craig, Nashville maestro 
Chappell, Crawford, T. B. Harms, , and Kermit Gold and recorded by 
| Williamson, and other publishing | them for the Bullet label. 
firms, emphatically denies a report Supreme, incidentally, makes the 
| that the British counterpart of his | second tieup BVC has engineered in 
| outfit, run by frere Louis Dreyfus, recent months ‘and is its sixth 
| is closing three subsidiary firms. He |subsidiary. It is now operating a 
| claims the firms cited as having been | Lombardo Music venture, in which 
|folded temporarily—-New World, | it is partnered with Guy and Car- 
Sterling and Victoria—all have’ men Lombardo. This outfit is a 
| agreements with U. S. pubs to han- | member of the American Society of 
| dle music exploitation in England Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
and cannot possibly be darkened, Lombardo has another publishing 
|}even temporarily. firm, handled by Joe Santly, which 
Most of Dreyfus arrangements js affiliated with Broadcast Music, 
|with U. S. publishers for British Ine. 
rights to tunes, however, are made 
for the more prominent of his for- 
eign outfits, mainly the Chappell | 
|Co. There are other deals with Irv- 
jing Berlin and E. H. Morris via 
which London counterparts of thosé 
U. S. firms are operated on a part- 
nership basis. . 


Supreme 


New pianist with Ray Robbins’ 
orch, headed for the Aragon, Chi- 
cago, is Jimmy Evans, son of Nate 
Evans, local bandleader-fiddler and 
part owner of the Idlewild, W. C, 
Handy and Savoy movie houses. 
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On The 
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New York 


Jimmy McCabe, managing direc- 
tor of Pennsylvania hotel, tendered 
10th anni of reign dinner by Hotel 
Men’s Assn. last week at La Mar- 
tinique hotel...Mitch Ayres, Colum- 
bia Recording director, standing up 
to ace music men golfers since sink- 
ing hole-in-one at Pocono Manor 
C. C. last week...Signature Records 
going all-out in exploiting Johnny 
Long disks, including vinylite press- 
ings to disk jockeys...Jimmy Blair, 
ABC net singer, forming bowling 
league ... Al Gazley, Mus- Art 
agency, set Hal Saunders orchestra 
into Last Frontier, Las Vegas, for 
six weeks, opening Sept. 12, and 
Clyde McCoy orchestra into Ansley 
hotel, Atlanta, Aug. 12-Sept. 2... 
New Yorker hotel’s ice show to be 
dropped during Sammy Kaye band’s 
run...Click Club, Phila., sponsoring 
“Dawn Patrol,” Philly disk show. 
Promotion of sponsorship including 
keeping the buyer a secret for a 
week while teaser campaign was 
run...Tommy Taylor joined Bill 
Butterfield orchestras as vocalist... 
"Nother new recording company set 
up, called University Reeords, to 
specialize in college and fraternity 
song albums. 


Chicago 

Mary- Corliss back with Carl Sch- 
reiber orchestra at Byrd Ballroom 
.. . Pearl Bailey, Dorothy Donegan, 
Olivette Miller, Gladys Keys, Lu- 
cille Browning and .Ruth McFar- 
land set for all-Negro show at 
Comiskey Park July 24 ... Jose 
Bethencourt is in Guatemala in an 
effort to find new native music for 
publishing purposes ... Jack Russell, 
of Mutual Entertainment, in Cali- 
fornia setting dates for the Har- 
monicats . . . Delta, Southside nitery, 
burned Iast week with loss estimated 
at $4,009 . . . Anita O’Day cutting 
Six sides for Signature here, while 
at Jumptown nitery ... Don Strahl’s 
orchestra into the Glass hat, Shreve- 
port, La. . . . Veteran musicians, in- 
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Upbeat 


cluding Jesse Miller and other sepia 
sidemen, gave Jazz Concert at Du- 
Sable July 20... Jimmy Joy inked 
for four weeks at the Muehlebach 
|hotel, Kansas City beginning Sept. 
(10. . . Wilbe Fisher at Pere Mar- 
quette hotel, Peoria ... Doc Evans’ 
Jazz Ensemble signed with Dise Rec- 
| ords and will record first album 
| Aug. 1. Felix Martinique orch at 
| Buttery. First group booked since 
|changing of room’s policy from 
singles to bands . . Blue Barron 
band plays week at Casa Loma Ball- 
room, St. Louis, Sept. 5, with Issac 
| Clark following Sept. 12... “Tex” 
| Owens’ western band at Riverview | 
|... Mel Brandt at Continental hotel 
|. . . Griff Williams to Schroeder 
| hotel, Milwaukee, Sept. 9 to 28... 
|Eddie Condon’s option picked up 
second time at the Brown hotel, 
Louisville, which will keep him 
there well past Labor Day ... Arne 
Barnett, former Chi Copacabana 
maestro join¢éd Henry Busse . 
Bobby Clark orchestra to Lake 
Lawn hotel, Delavan, Wis., Aug. 5 
. . Charley Fiske revamped band 
before opening Pla-Moor Ballroom, 
Kansas City, last night (Tuesday) 
. .. Liberace’s brother, George, now 
a violinist with Bill Snyder band, 
quitting to become act’s manager. 


Hollywood 


Hal Derwin crew inked into 
Casino Gardens Aug. 13... Ona 
gig last week at Frisco’s Opera 
House, Duke Ellington, in at $2,500 
guarantee against 60%, took out 
$2,900 . . . Phil Moore’s combo started 
new stand this week at The Round- 
ers ... Miguelito Valdes’ new orch 
inked into Million Dollar theatre 
week of Aug. 26... Lionel Hampton 
will topline Gene Norman-Eddie 
Laguna jazz concert in Pasadena 
Aug. 4... Hal Saunders orchestra, 
now in east, inked for eight stanzas 
at Last Frontier, Las Vegas, starting 
Sept. 12. Site is another spot norm- 
ally booked by MCA into which new 
Mus-Art agency has muscled ... Red 
Ingle combo, on heels of its disk 
click on Capitol’s “Timtayshun” 
travesty, going out on a one-nite 
trek next month ... Wardell-Gray 
has replaced Lucky Thompson on 
tenor horn in Benny Carter crew, 
current at Million Dollar theatre... 
Jack Teagarden, Jr., who plays a 
trombone as does his dad, heading a 
seven-piece crew here, jobbing 
around on gigs... McConkey agency 
bringing Georgie Auld’s sextet out 
to Coast next month; $1,200 weekly 
being asked for crew. 


Pittsburgh 
Art Mooney Orchestra at Ankara 


...Jack Fina band into Bill Green’s 
Terrace Gardens for two weeks... 








LOUIS BERNSTEIN 
3JGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


ON THE 
SUNNY 
OF THE STREET 


Musie by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Hal Curtis, heading a small unit in 
Ambridge’s Carlton Club, is rehears- 
| ing a’big band with an eye on local 
ballrooms in’ the fall, and+has hired 
Danny Thomas to do arrangements 

..Stan Bailey outfit, rounding out‘ 
three months at Hotel Henry’s Silver 
Grill, held over to Oct. 1. Baron 
Eliott, at West View Park, will give 
his band two-week vacation Aug. 
1...Max Tarshis, who worked at 
Green Acres piano for a long time, 
has opened there with his own trio 
...-Frankie LaMark, clarinetist and 
! saxman, has le t Harry Cool’s band 
to join Joe Negri at Mercur Music 





Beneke’s Concert Tour 


Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller orches- 
tra begins a series of straight con- 
certs—no dancing—through the mid- 
dle west Sept. 26. Dates are being 
promoted by one man—Joe Helprin, 
who bought Beneke at $2,500 guar- 
antee against the usual 60% and is 
dickering for Vaughn Monroe to fol- 
low Beneke through the towns he 
has staked out. 

Beneke plays the Auditorium, 
Flint, Mich. on the 26th and on suc- 
cessive days is dated at Auditoriums 
in Grand Rapids, Jackson, South 
Bend and Gary, Ind. 

Benecke Hot in Ptit 
Pittsburgh, July 29. 

Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller band, 
playing Pittsburgh for the first time, 
proved the top one-night lure of the 
season so far last Thursday (24) at 
West View Park. Beneke drew 
around 2,300, at $2 per, and waltzed 
away with a huge chunk for his 
share. 

Although Harry James had a few 
more at rival Kennywood Park last 
month, his guarantee was heavier 
and percentage higher, still leaving 
Beneke in the lead by comparison. 


MCA Ponders on Ready’s 
Takeover at Waldorf, N.Y.; 





Other Agcys. Are Hopeful’ 


Frank Ready, president of the Ho- 
tel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. has been 
designated to take over the tasks for- 
merly performed by the late Lucius 
Boomer, and will henceforth do all 
the buying of the huge hostelry’s 
entertainment. This settles the ques- 
tions among agencies rival to Music 
Corp. of America as to who will 
take Boomer’s place, but apparently 
it does not make it clear whether 
Ready’s appointment will allow 
MCA to retain the tight grip it had 
on the booking of talent for the 
hotel. During Boomer’s reign, 
MCA’s David (Sonny) Werblin did 
all the business available, but Larry 
Barnett, now head of the agency’s 
band department, is said to have 
taken over the account. 


However, MCA’s rivals, while they 
have no clear conception of how 
they stand in so far as Ready is con- 
cerned, at least are now able to try 
to sell talent to the Waldorf. Be- 
fore Boomer’s death none except 
Werblin could get to first base. Now, 
Ready takes other agencies’ tele- 
phone calls, answers their mail, etc., 
though none have been successful in 
selling anything to him. That may 
be due, however, to unfulfilled com- 
mitments to MCA artists. 





"THORNHILL TO TEE OFF 


N.Y. PENN FALL SEASON 


Claude Thornhill’s orchestra gets 
the nod as the band which will open 
the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
fall season. Thornhill will debut at 
the Cafe Rouge Sept. 8 for six weeks. 
Meanwhile, Skitch Henderson’s new 
band, which opened June 19, has 
been held over again until Sept. 6, 
making his run one of the longest 
at the Penn. 

Who will follow Thornhill is unde- 
cided. Charlie Spivak is supposed 
to have had the inside track, but it’s 
indicated now that he may not play 
the spot, by choice. Frankie Carle, 






































GEORGE TOWNE ORCH. (12) 
With Mary Ann Wayne, Don Burke 
Green Reom, Hotel Edison, N. ¥._ 
With the Green Room’s perennial 
maestro, Blue Barron, absent on a 
string of summer road dates, George 
Towne’s small combo is holding the 
podium until. his return. Towne’s 
band is a versatile bunch comprising 
three trumpets, one tPombone, four 
reed and three rhythm. Predom- 


the decor of this small room. 


Towne’s repertoire mixes 
standards with new pops and an 
occasional Latin number. His style 


is fairly individual. 
achieved in certain 
For a change of pace the reed divi- 
sion takes over. 


and Don Burke. 


well. She also does a stint with a 
herself, and two sidemen, Bill Jones 
and Walter Rettich. Burke, tall, 
good-looking, handles ballads neatly. 
His delivery shines in such tunes as 
“Sorrento” and “Mood for Love.” 
Band has still another vocal group in 
the “Men About Town,” which in- 
cludes, besides Burke, sax player 
Gene La Rocca and trumpeter How- 
ard Reese. Latter, incidentally, con- 
tribs most_ of the novelty, specialty 
solos. Towne fronts his crew with 
verve and enthusiasm. 


HENRY BUSSE ORCHESTRA 
With Lane Adams and Betty Taylor 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chiccge 

Beach Walk always demands a 
flexible band to please diners and 
the younger crowd that frequents 
the Edgewater during the summer 
season. Henry Busse orchestra, too 
long absent from these parts, fills 
the bill. An old time Chi favorite, 
having worked as staff maestro ia 
downtown nitery for many years, 
Busse does well by the deb set, too. 

On cooler nights, dancing sessions 
are held in the Marine Dining Room, 
but when weather permits, band- 
|shell on Beach Walk is background 
for the full-sounding 16 pieces. 
Reminiscent of an outdoor summer 
concert orchestra while it sails 
through intricate orchestrations in 
support of the floor revue, Busse’s 
men achieve a smoothness and 
lightness which balances dramatic 
show score. Busse doesn’t waste his 
four fiddle men, who with special 
flute work by Ray Clarfield and Van 
Voohis, add original flavor to sum- 
mer festival. 

Brushing aside novelty tunes to 
only an occasional chant by blond 
Betty Taylor, dance sets are wel- 
come relief from the rhumba policy 
of niteries and hotel rooms here. 
Band’s ballads draw crowds onto 


are neatly handled by Lane Adams. 
After four months experience, Lane 
shows excellent possibilities. How- 
ever, leader doesn't entirely disap- 
point the Latin favorers. His “Si- 
fective and as polished as most 
Latin band stylings. , 
With this date Busse should cut 
himself in*on new bookings for he 
is doing more than a satisfactory 
job of acquiring new followers. 
Hunt. 


JERRY WALD ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Jimmie Vannie 
New Yorker Hetel, N. Y. 

Jerry Wald’s_ string orchestra, 
which he formed on the Coast sev- 
eral months ago, is playing its first 


New York date at the Terrace Room 


of. the New Yorker hotel, a date 
that’s more or less a standby with 
him, so often has he worked it. His 
combo, consisting of five strings, one 
a cello manned by a femme: one 
trumpet, french aa and four 
rhythm, keeps Wald’s record as an 
































the floor and the vocals of them | 





inantly sweet, it fits in nicely with, 
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up clarinet form a 
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Augmenting the band are a couple | on clarinet. 
of good vocalists in Mary Ann Wayne | proved quite a bit and when he 
Miss Wayne, slim} moves his combo into faster tempi 
and long on eye appeal, registers| he provides a dance beat that pa- 





boney” and “Jealousie” are as ef- | 





Band Reviews 


mentation Shaw used 
“Begin the Beguine” 
was then unsuccessful. 
However, that’s not to say th 
Wald’s grouping will take a Slane 
nosedive. Aside from the fact that 
the band sounds too thin very often 
(which could be glossed over with 
better miking of strings), this combo 
serves a g' purpose, It’s based on 
the idea that the one trumpet, four 
rhythm, electric nar (which, by 
the way, is well played), and Wald’s 
group to ride up- 
tempo tunes, while ballads get the 
benefit of the full treatment of 


in his pre. 
combo, which 


Nice effects are | strings, etc. It’s a good premise and 
arrangements. | it works out, on the basis of an open- 


ing night (24) hearing. 
Wald himself is far from the best 
But lately, he has im- 


trons of the New Yorker, who, it’s 


vocal quartet consisting of Burke, | been proved, visit for (1) its ice 


show and (2) dancing, (in other 
words, majority of room’s play is 
from out-of-towners) should find 
very satisfying. Ditto the string 
stuff. Wald’s is the type of band 
that’s been getting increasing atten- 
tion of late and it fits perfectly into 
the groove for which it was built. 
Its arrangements fit the blueprint 
nicely. 

Jimmie Vannie, vocalist with the 
group, didn’t work too often open- 
ing night. But what he did sounded 


fair enough. Wood. 
ARNETT COBB BAND (6) 
18 Mins, 
Apollo, N. Y¥. 
Formerly with Lionel Hampton’s 


crew, Arnett Cobb is now on his 
own with a sextet comprising piauo, 
bass, drums, sax, trombone and 
trumpet. Cobb and his wild tenor 
are both visual and aural proof that 
swing ain’t dead yet. A leader with 
boundless energy, he uncorks plenty 
of steam in the opener, “Top Flight,” 
a hot instrumental piece. 

Outfit proves it can exercise re- 
straint, too, by it’s soft, muted inter- 
pretation of “Mood Indigo” but later 
tune is resolved into a punchy cre- 
scendo of hot licks with Cobb carry- 
ing the ball. “Still Flyin’.” another 
peppy instrumental, shows George 
Jones’ ability on the skins. A whirl- 
ing dervish amid his paraphernalia, 

(Continued on page 45) 
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PROUDLY PRESENTS 


By Allan Roberts-Lester Lee 
The following recordings have been released 


KING COLE TRIO (Capitol) 

DICK HAYMES (Decca) 

DENNIS DAY (Victor) 

VIC DAMONE (Associated) 
our friends:—Thanks 





SOL LL LE A ER LE EE Pe ee 


GEORGE SIMON, INC. 


ART LUND (M-G-M) 

KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
JACK LEONARD (Majestic) 
EDDY HOWARD (World) GEORGE TOWNE (Muzak) 


for putting and keeping ‘YOU CAN'T SEE THE SUN WHEN YOU'RE CRYIN’” way up there for sixteen weeks. 
We honestly expect that, with your help, “NAUGHTY ANGELINE” will top that record. 


1520 N. Highland, Hollywood 28 
HERB LUTZ 


“NAUGHTY ANGELINE” 
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With Largest Radio Audi tai tet ers (Rand Hotel B.O.’ 
Songs ! gest a 0 ul ences (Week Ending, July 26) a n S at O t e ® ). S 
: Peg O’ My Heart...... Robbins 
The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- tien Alley Alamo..... Capitol Weeks yo eines 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks.| 1 Wonder, I Wonder....Robbins Pa reaeont Kaye Asian Rist (850: $1-$1 25) dy 3075 be tae 
Published bythe Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. seg My Desire.......... Mills Guy Lombardo Waldorf (400; $2) Sippel Ate gp 2,800 9,100 
Survey Week of July 18-24, 1947 Who's Rising 7 RS yeaa re Skitch Henderson. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)...... .. 5 1,350 9,450 
Across the Alley From the Alamo............. petra wwii Capitol havea ho Wieciees ... Wltinnale Jerry Wald...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)....... oo O +775 775 
‘Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”....... me. canta Shapiro-B Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50).........0.. 36 800 34,650 
n Apple Blossom Wedding.... st nie A RE aa ....Shapiro-B Adobe Hacienda........... Peer : . ee 
- Long As I’m Dreaming—7“Welcome Stranger” ........ Burke-VH Iv oe ag *Ice Revue at New Yorker. 
As Long . Wes ice Raden aap on ken urke-VH + 3 days. 
As Years Go By.... «. «eee Pea ee Pay Fas Sea eT Miller S co d 10 
Ask Anyone Who Knows....... «.....+. Weeoye e.g eee ee Witmark ; econ . 
Cecilia POTS OR gales casks Weckcnedeacick pekews ABC Linda ......... -.+... Mayfair Chicago 
Chi-Baba ..-- «-+se+sserees patentee sess eee st nets eens Oxford eb gi upnpaiiieie: Ho Henry Busse (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 1,100; $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Come To the Mardi Gras—j{“Carnival In Costa Rica”.. . Southern ananasst ms emus Nearing end of one of most successful band engagements here; Del Court- 
Deep Down In Your Heart.... .......... .... Triangle Anni Song ; : ; Mood | ney in Aug. 1. Some 17,000 covers 
Don’t Tell Me—“Hucksters rere ais -.. Robbins = oho Shag rtd I nay H | Charlie Ventura (College Inn. Sherman; 900: $2-$3.50 min.). Clark 
Echo Said “NO”........:+sceeseceeseer cence . ....Lombardo S 5 0 K ad pied wa —_ Dennis and Jackie Cain headline here. Musso and Joe Mooney groups 
Every So Often ..... ee tee yet: os 6.5% ...Warren suUNGay ANC LOve.....Maurice | took off last week (24) with final week totaling husky 5,400 
Feudin’ and Fightin’—+“Sons O’ Guns”... ; _Chappell Feudin’ and Fightin’. ..Chappell |. a4 ot iat iva 
1 Believe—it“It Happened in Brooklyn”........ ..... Sinatra Had Life Live Over... .General 
1 Can't Get Up the Nerve To Kiss You...........-.+-.00 00 Santly-Joy _ Apple Blossom Wed'g.Shapiro-B Los Angeles 
1 Do Do Do Like You....... 21.65 cecee ce ee weeees — Cet a Eddy Howard (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Booming biz, 2,900 covers. 
I Want To Be Loved.............5. seeeeees bt eee e ede elrose § ° Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Holding okay, 1,900 tabs 
1 Wish I Didn't Love You So—j“Perils of Pauline”.........Paramount Romm Preps uit Vs. a pei 
1 Wonder I Wonder I Wonder....... _...... te ne tie ewes Robbins R ‘ . 
I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now—i“I Wonder Now”.. = “3 — Bea Kalmus Over Rights Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
Tvy—t“Tvy” wn cee ce cece eee eeee Feeren~ a Thain Meee Ce eee urke- (Chi 
“ . ” . cago) 
a ae ee! hee ROErs oer her Se eer ; Ret ea To Disk Jockey Show Diek Jurgens (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.) Claude Thornhill did one 
ust An Old Love Of Mine... .........cceeceee sree cere wees “i iaaee hinee Matued rik ‘* awh : . vol 
Mam'selle ...... s+. seeesees eeneeeeecees gape e re What probably would be the first | eeuaiinn Sa ean pd ips Sawa og spell in town, pushed week to 
My Adobe Hacienda gi ar aay lucas tie: asia = is VH legal action oe the rights to a disk | Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Like sister ballroom, with 
My Heart Is a Hobo—t“Welcome Stranger”............+++: eee jockey show is intended for the | Thornhill in Sunday. another 20.000 . 
: errr. n I ; S : s y, 20,000. 
ve Be My eaeiake ae italia tect hae ee: Ke a ln gesagt yey pared Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Jane Withers replaced 
Ta a assee—{- Y SUE ceeceedevesccce va dh Valin Ad Nt Mill ’ is ‘ . | tonight (Tues.) with Connie Russell. Ritz Brothers’ 20th show biz anni 
That's My Desire .... .. ..... oc ise sees. caeesgersees die, prepared against Bea Kalmus. Miss | ang club's fifth anni added to torrid 6,100 
Time After Time—t“It Happened In Brooklyn”... . Sinatra Kalmus currently conducts a 1 to 2 a sige 





The remaining 21 songs of the week, from the copyrighted ACI 


(Peatman). 

A-Sunday. Kind of LOVE......cccccccccscocr- coves ... Maurice 
Ain’tcha Ever Comin’ Back............ We ie eae ....sinatra 
All My Love Pe eee a ere Cre rere .... Remick 
Anniversary Song—‘*Jolson Story”........... ree 66 60 eee 
Beside You—t“‘My Favorite Brunette”............c-c00+ eee, Famous 
Seerruetatetin (SGC, JACK, JACK) 60s cicccccscccen es -0 ce. 9449 smeeere 
PU SEE TONIGKL, 04.0..6:6 -ceecdecdedercedsoe be cessor eons Leeds 
ee re er rcey ere are re tre set oe ee . Morris 
ne, ae SR WORE og 5 caw ices ctnrs os Re gE du Ceevecab easy Berlin 
Man Who Paints the Rainbow In the Sky... ........... 6-. Mutual 
Midnight Masquerade .......0..ccccecescees-cee soccer sees Shapiro-B 
et ORO MEMO 6 c06rewdees sendessesoaeece 5 ob 0! @ 0b es: we 0 eeeeeeeenRene 
Passing By ....... ee Te eee Pe CET Cee RT tls oe Chappell 
Red Silk Stockings and Green Perfume ............+.. e+: Morris 
ie BOD BEOES 2. cree c cece cece coevece coodos seve nce Advanced 
Stella By Starlight .... PES STS bs bees Fo. baceeme inna Beverly 
There’s That Lonely Feeling Again....... igt- aeguseneeen Mellen 
REST SUING A Le, eee wre Seer ay eee er eae See Morris 
When You Were Sweet Sixteen—;“Jolson Story”..... . Shapiro-B 
Would You Believe Me—i“Love and Learn”........ ... Remick 
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STAN KENTON STARTS 


Stan Kenton will resume his in- 
terrupted run as a bandleader on 
Sept. 27-28 at the Balboa Beach, Cal. 
dancery where he started at the 






ago. Following that date he starts 
east to pick up, where he left off last 
spring, when he collapsed on the 
stand. He works Iowa State Col- 
lege Oct. 4-5. Other dates are being 
set. 

In November, 
Kenton will play 


DARKTOWN 
STRUTTERS' 
BALL 


By NY ditels Me -tdelol a3 


it’s probable that 
Frank Dailey’s 


due to his illness. 


Cresent Hall, N. 0., 
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New Orleans, July 29. 
Hall, local landmark 


| 





Crescent 














gathering dust since the city ad- 
ministration cracked down on 
gambling activities over a year ago. 
Fixtures of the place, which Ricke- 
for said cost over $60,000 were sold 
for a song at auction last week. 
Ginnopoulos said he would spend 
$150,000 on air-conditioning and 
renovating the structure, which he 
plans to open Oct. 1 as a ballroom 
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PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 
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THANKS 


JACKIE WINSTEN 





| Trianon, Chicago, Palladium, Holly- 
wood, and the Roseland, New York, 
he said. 


TAILORS TO THE STARS 
Smart attire for Acts and Bands 


When in the East Call or Wire 
for Representative with Samples 


305 8. Broad St., Phila. 
Phone: PEnnypacker 5-1656 





Morton Gould’s band signed by Ak- 
Sar-Ben, Omaha, for the annual cor- 
onation ball this fall. Soloists will 
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HEAVY SKED IN SEPT. 


MCRAE DICKERS WITH 


helm of a band five or six years | 





j;had been with Apollo Records, N. 


Meadowbrook, another date he owes | 


To Be Swank Dancery 


| sort of a name. 





7 whose checkered history harks back | 
S Our Waltz Suggestions to the early 19th century, will assume 
z tt sxcedtiadi aes oa a new role. The storied structure 
which in its early days echoed to 
N MY GAL SAL the revelry of the landed gentry, 
~ IF | HAD MY WAY at St. Charles and Canal streets, 
fe) SIDEWALKS famed politicos, et. al., will become a 
U OF NEW YORK ballroom. 
T JUST A DREAM OF Peter C. Ginnopoulos, restaura- 
T YOU, DEAR sy hee a, a . pote 
o icago ballrooms, will take ove 
wa unexpired 27-month lease given up 
- by A. G. Rickerfor, longtime oper- 
7 All ile Available ator of the hall, which has been} 


ihe adds 





| tractive picture. 


“comparable to the finest in the na- | 
ition.” It is to be called the Melody | 
| Mill and will be patterned after the | 


| 
' 


jbe Mimi. Benzell and Wilbus Evans * 


a.m. platter-chatter show nightly 
from Bill Miller’s Riviera, Fort Lee, 
N. J., over WHN, N. Y., and the 
argument the courts will be asked 
to decide is how much interest Miss 
Kalmus, a former cafe singer, and 
Romm share in the program. * 

Romm alleges he inaugurated | 
the idea of spotting Miss Kalmus as | 
a disk jockey, then arranged for the | 
time from WHN after having se- | 
cured two sponsors for her. Verbal 
arrangement between them called 
for equal sharing of the profits, 
which Romm claims was carried out 
when only the two sponsors were 
involved and profits were minute, 
When two more sponsors were 
added, Romm asserts he was side- 
tracked by Miss Kalmus and of- 
fered a take-it-or-leave-it share of 
the revenue. He refused, and after 
a month or so went by without his 
being paid off his case was turned 
over to an attorney. 

Ever since Miss Kalmus started 
her disk jockeying, Romm has been 
credited on the air as the producer 
of the show. After his final dis- 
pute with the singer last week 
over income from it, his billing was 
removed. 

Miss Kalmus simply states there is 
no argument between her and Romm. 








CAPITOL RECORDS 


Gordon McCrae, baritone occupy- 
ing a spot on NBC’s Saturday morn- 
ing “Teen-Timers” show, has been | 
talking with Capitol Records. He 


Y. indie firm from which he worked 
loose two weeks ago. 

Capitol’s talks of McCrae may 
give that company, for the first time, 
a baritone of the type of Sinatra, 
Como, et al. With all the singers 
Cap has had tied to its label, 
it has never before employed one 
of that type, that is, one with any 





Dreyfus Considering 
Brit. Williamson Firm 


London, July 29. 
Chappell group is considering for- 
mation of new music publishing 
company in Britain under William- 
son banner. Firm would handle 
scores of U. S. top line musical 
show importations. 


“Carousel,” ‘“Finian’s Rainbow” 
and “Brigadoon” on probable ex- 
ploitation List. . 





Band Reviews 


(Continued from page 44) 
plenty of color to the 


(Los Angeles) 


Will Osborne and Jack Barrows (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 8th wk). 
Solid 7,200 admishes. 
Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 8th wk). Mop-up 


continues; 11,000 payees. Apparently 
palace on ducat-dispensing gimmicks, 

Frankie Carle (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 
gloomy spot a shot in arm. 
mishes, dandy. 


that many more throng the ter- 


Ist wk). Gave the long- 
First full week will hover around 16,000 ad- 








combo. 

Neatly dressed in brown coats and | 
grey trousers, boys present an at- | 
Most of them are | 
cut in for solos at different times, | 
on “Flyin’ Home,” etc. Number tees | 
off in the conventional manner but 
midway through the piece Cobb 
leads the brass section off the stage 
Indian file for a complete circuit 
‘round the orchestra aisles meanwhile | 
keeping up a continual barrage of | 
notes. 

His unusual delivery, showman- 
ship and enthusiasm won him solid 
returns at this packed house and he 
should be a good bet for similar , 
theatre dates as well as niteries in 


need of e-sock novelty -comber «+++ 4+ 
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New Recordings by 
DAVID ROSE and Orchestra 


WAUKEGAN CONCERTO 


(M-G-M 30013) 


CALIFORNIA MELODIES 


(M-G-M 30007 


GAY SPIRITS 


M-G-M 30012 


Included-in M-G-M Album No. 3 


DESERTED CITY 


(M-G-M 30017 WN 


\ 
FOUR-TWENTY, A. M. 


(M-G-M 30019 


HOLIDAY FOR STRINGS 


M-G-M 30017 


MANHATTAN SQUARE DANCE 


M-G-M 30020 


\ 


Yy 


Recorded by 
HERBERT STOTHART and Orchestra 
Included in M-G-M Album No.4 


HOLIDAY FOR STRINGS 


M-G-M 30023 * 


& 
A Grand Performance in the new M-G-M Picture 
“UNFINISHED DANCE’ 


HOLIDAY FOR STRINGS 
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In Middle 


Between Nat'l AGVA’s 


Hassle With Phila. Local, Nitery 
Op, Agents File Damage Action 


Philadelphia, July 29. 
Jurisdictional dispute between the 
national American Guild of Variety 
Artists and Local No. 6 of Phila- 
delphia last week resulted in both 
organizations being made defendants 
in a court action brought by a club 


owner and a firm of P' iladelphia|mardi gras, the Aquatennial, just | 


theatrical agents. 


Common Pleas by attorneys Bernard 


L. Lemisch, Al’red I. Ginsburg and | 


Irving R. Shull asked that both de- 
fendants be restrained from inter- 
fering with the business enterprises 
of the plaintiffs and that each of the 
two be awarded judgments for dam- 
ages against defendants in the, sum 
of $100,000 for each plaintiff. 
Plaintiffs are Nicholas O. Aristo, 
trading as Lena’s Club Ballerino. a 


restaurant and cabaret, and Charles | 
Marano and Louis Massell trading as | 


M. & WM. - Attractions, 
agents. 

Defendants are AGVA, Matt Shel- 
vey, national administrative direc- 
tor; Dave Fox, his assistant; John F. 
Donoghue, finance comptroller, and 
others in charge of the Philadelphia 
office set up by AGVA after Local 
fi execs had seceded. These include: 
S. Barney Barnett, Sidney Kaplan 
and Mrs. A. P. Nickerson, secretary. 
Officers of Local 6 also made de- 
fepdants are: Dick Jones, executive 


theatrical 


secretary, Sydney Axelrod, George } 


Se'don and Joseph Miller. 
Court is asked to enjoin’ both de- 
fendant organizations from “doing 


any act having the effect of prevent- | former USO performer Earl Finch | 
ing the two plaintiff organizations|is readying to gamble a second '* 


from employing or booking members 
of either the national AGVA or Lo- 
cal-6 and to restrain the defendants 
from coercing, intimidating, fining, 
suspending, or by any other unlaw- 
ful means seeking to prevent any 
member of either organization from 
entering the employ. of the defend- 
ants, causing them to leave such em- 
ployment or from engaging in any 
course of conduct cdlculated to cause 
members of .ny other union from 
leaving the employment of the 
plaintiffs.” 


USS. Acts to Hypo 
Dominican Fete 


The Dominican Republic is pre- 
paring to shell out some hefty coin 
for American acts to be used in the 
dedication of the new $5,000,000 
capitol building at Cuidad Trujillo. 
Richard Kollmar, Broadway legit 
producer, has been signed up to 
stage the event, which will take 
place Aug. 16 on the steps of the 
new capitol. 

More talent from the various Pan- 
American republics will be used for 
the event, and show will subse- 
quently be staged at the Hotel 
Juaragua, which has been a consist- 
ent user of U. S. acts. 

Dominican Republic is planning 
extensive use of American show- 
business methods in an effort to 
promote the U. S. tourist trade. It's 
expected that once a chain of 14 ho 
tels is completed, more U. S. talent 
will be used. The inns are slated to 
be managed by the American Ho- 
tels Corp. 

Dominican Republic, as a prelude 
to buildup, of its tourist trade, is 
currently promoting a dance-contest, 
winners of which will get a week’s 
stay with all expenses paid at fhe 
Hotel Juaragua, 


PAUL REGAN HURT IN 
CRASH; DATES DROPPED 


Paul Regan, mimic, was injured 
fin an auto accident near Ft. Worth 
last week forcing cancellation of 
dates at Loew’s State, N. Y., where 
he was slated to open last Thursday 
(24), and the Florentine Gardens, 
Hollywood, Aug. 2. Tim Herbert 
subbed at the State. 

Regan, after concluding a date at 
the Baker hotel, Dallas, was driving 
with his wife to the Ft. Worth air- 
port when the car collided with an- 
other auto. Regan is net seriously in- 
jured. _However, it’s feared Mrs. 
Regan may lose the sight of one eye. 











Lucille and Eddie Roberts have 
been signed for the Cotillion room 
of the Pierre hotel, N. Y., starting 
Nov. 11. 


+ 
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Mpls. Summer Festival 
Gets Even Break at B.O. 


Minneapolis, July 29. 


Minneapolis’s annual summer 


dollars. 

Celebrati 
clude ticket sales for Aqua Follies, 
big water show; parades’ grand- 
stand, etc. Aqua Follies is privately 
| staged by Al Sheehan, former WCCO 
'radio station assistant manager, and 
his associates, and is a big money- 
maker. Half of the net profits of 
this main Aquatennial attraction are 
turned over to it and the promoters 
retain the balance. 


Pacific Peacetime 
 Circunt Result Of 
USO-CSI_ Units 


USO-Camp Shows Units playing 
'the Pacific during and since the war 
|have so indoctrinated natives with 
‘a desire to see American talent, that 








| sizable sum on importation of U. S. 
performers to play a wide area that 
would include the Hawaiian Islands, 
Philippines, Singapore, Java and 
other outposts. 

Finch recently completed his first 
gamble on American names with the 
“Go-for-Broke” carnival. Talent in 
this unit was topped by Martha 
Raye, and it’s reported to have 
grossed $250,000, of which $100,000 
is said to be profit. 

Carl Erbe, New York press agent, 
who was 





turned to N. Y. last week, will act 
as talent adviser on future Finch 
importations, Finch has already 
organized the Aloha Productions, 
Inc. for production,of shows with 
American names. 

It’s figured that with plane trans- 
portation, 
profitable route that will cover 
various outposts as soon as they’re 


tions by the U. S. government. 

Finch has already purchased the 
largest restaurant in Hawaii, the 
Sau Yee Chai, which will be con- 
verted into a cabaret operation and 
will be renamed the Lantern House. 
Purchase price, according to Erbe, 
was $350,000. 


Sablon Dated to Debut 





Jean Sablon will preem two cafes 
in a row. On Sept. 17 he helps debut 
for the season the Oval Room, Cop- 
ley Plaza hotel, Boston. On Oct. 2 
he opens the seasonal run of the 
Wedgwood Room, Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y. 

Gallic singer will double with his 
Richard Hudnut airshow both en- 
gagements. 


Pitt’s Kennywood Park A 
Bugaboo for So. Am. Act 


Pittsburgh, July 29. 
Imagine the surprise of an uniden- 
| tinea man rowing in the park lagoon 
last Sunday when he caught himself 
an acrobat, well above the legal size, 
| too. He was de Montez de Oca, 
a South American who was 
gurgling in the water, but not 
because he wanted to. It happened 
this way: His wife, Lola de Oca, 
as part of the act, leaped from a 
platform into Montez’ waiting arms. 
Montez’ arms‘ were ready but ap- 
parently his legs weren't because the 
impact sent him reeling off the stage 
into the lagoon, 

Although it was the duo’s first 
appearance at Kennywood Park this 
year, Montez didn’t feel as bad 
as he did at last year’s premiere. 
That time he broke an arm! And had 
to cancel the date, along with sev 
‘tfal' more.” ~ a 














imported by Finch to | 
publicize the event and who re- | 


Finch can establish a 


cleared for normal commercial réla- | 


Fall Starts of 2 Cafes 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Latest committee appointments at 
the Will Rogers are John Binkley 
and Sam Schulman, library; Sam 
Lefko and Tom Curry, flag gaising; 
Ben Schaffer, greetings; Robert Gold- 
stein and Forrest Glenn, shopping; 
and George Fee and Joe Denicolo, 
music and entertainment. 

Sophie Medes, Utica theatre girl 
who mastered three full stages of 
the thoracoplasty operation, pleased 
over latest okay clinic report; may 
be all clear by fall. 

Charles Dowe,, formerly at Fox 
theatre in Brookfyn, who did a bit 
| here, is now resting at the Raybrook 
| sanatorium, Raybrook, N. Y. 


Elsie Bovard, of “Bovard Sisters,’ 








| 


Secondary Boycott 


Ban Seen as Spur 


To Early Formation of ‘1 Big Union 





Calypso Singer Sues On 
Billing Is Sued Himself 


Duke of Iron, the Calypso singer, 
has filed suit in New York supreme 
court asking $10,000 damages for. al- 
leged tnauthorized use of his name 
in advertising a calypso concert held 
Feb. 2 at Golden Gate ballroom, 


»|N. Y. Singer charges that George C. 
jabout broke even for 1947. Last year.|in from N. Y. to chat .with Victor | Callender, 
Bill in equity filed in Court of jit went into the red a few hundred | 


head of Calypso Enter- 


“IATSE” Gamba, who is doing oke. | prises, promoters of the Afro-West 


Helen. Morris, formerly with the | Indian Calypso concert, advertised 


cessful eye operation. 
| James Wotton, Jr., 
| United Air Lines, in to see his father 
| James Wotton, Sr., who has recup 

| so well he was handed a 10-day fur- 
| lough and now spending his vacation 
|in N. Y. and Albany. 

| Eddie Vogt won local general hos- 
| pital contest for writing an essay on 
'“Why I Like the General Hospitai.” 
Rated a round-trip via plane to N. Y.; 
a weekend at the Biltmore hotel and 
a visit to El Chico club, all for free. 

Reggie Mason and Kay, Windsor 
nitery entertainers from Chicago, 
who are featured at the Majestic in 
Lake Placid, took time out to visit 
the Rogers and Car] Kessler. 

Mrs. C. F. Sloan and daughter, 
Clara, in from Cleveland to bedside 
of Laura “Lowe” Sloan who is flash- 
ing good notices on her progress. 

Walter Romanik, newcomer from 
the Brooklyn, visited by his father 
and mother. 





her husband, Sydney Cohen, 
0.0. and found him holding good 
| clinie reports. 

| James Dwyer,,stage manager N. Y. 
| Stran 
‘liam “Whitey” Mathews. 

First time in 10 years this column- 
t rated a 10-day furlough out-of- 
| the-san. Will spend it in West War- 
'ren, Mass., birthplace of Adolph P. 
' Benoit, Jr. 

| (Write to those who are iil.) 


| 


‘Atlantic City Hotel 
Factions in Battle 
| 





For Beach Rights 


Atlantic City, July 29. 
Boadwalk and side avenue hotel- 
;men here’ have been feuding all 
|season over the use of the beach 
;and how bathers using the mid-city 
strand can easily obtain access to_it. 

Early in July the avenue hotel- 
men protested to city officials that 
{the "Walk hotelmen, who control the 
|beach Chair concessions in front of 
\their places, were permitting the 
‘chairs to be arranged so deep on 
‘the beach that strolling bathers had 
|to enter the water to pass by. 
| They further complained ‘that 
| ropes were being used to bar other 
| than beachfront hotel guests from 
the chairs. Another gripe is that 
stairs leading to the beach had been 
removed on one of the main streets, 
forcing bathers in that section to 
detour several blocks before they 
could reach the ocean. 

City Commissioners making a 
check found all this true. They 
ordered the ropes removed, new 
steps erected, the chairs pushed back, 
|and one of the largest of the many 
cabanas on the beach which blocked 
the view of the ocean from the walk 
| removed. 
| Now avenue hotelmen are fighting 
| to have their guests accommodated in 
(the beach chairs, which have been 
'reserved for guests at boardwalk 
/ hotels. City Commissioners are ex- 
| pected to take action this week. 

Legally, neither hotels nor others 
have no right to put cabanas and 
'beach chairs on the strand and 
‘charge for them. Under the terms 
,of the easement deed the entire 
beachfront is the city’s for use as a 
puplic park, with no charge to be 
made for anything and with no one 
to be blocked from any part of it. 

For the convenience of the hotel 
guests here the city authorities have 
| long winked at some of the terms 
,of the deed. 


Dennis lato Copa, N. Y. 


| Clark Dennis, who received more 
| attention in recent weeks due to his 
,Capitol recording of “Peg O° My 
‘ Heart” than at any time during his 
| pre-war campaigning, has been 
| booked into the Copacabana, N. Y. 
on the strength of the disk. He goes 
‘into the club with Joe E. Lewis, 
| Whose return there is tentatively 
scheduled for Sept. 11. 

| Booking of the two, incidentally, 
may be publicized as the “The Lewis 
tand Clark Expedition.” 


} 
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d theatre, in to chat with Wil- |! 


;amusement tax during the period 





on’s sources of income in- | Brandt circuit, to N. Y¥. for a suc- | his appearance, despite the fact that 


he was not bo®ked to-appear. 


Callender countercharged that he 
had an oral contract. with the Duke 
and filed a countersuit for $3,000 
damages for breaching that agree- 
ment. 


Supper Club Style 
Of Operation May 





Displace Big Cafes 


into 
supper clubs is slated to be heavy, 


Conversions of large cafes 


| 
| Mary Cohen in from N. Y. to give 'starting this fall. Nitery owners | 
the | figure on beating the business decline 


by conversion into late hour spots, 
taking into account the fact that de- 
creased entertainment budget pos- 
sible through this type of operation 
will affect considerable savings. 
Already down for the supper club 
style of operation are La Martinique, 
N. Y., and a cafe soon to be started 
in. Washington. The Town Pump, 
Detroit, which opened several months 
ago on this basis, is doing well. 
Models for this type operation are 
the Blue Angel and Le Ruban Bleu, 
both N. Y., which have proven to 
be more lucrative than many cafes 


with several times the capacity and ! 


several times the overhead. 


General idea behind the conver- 
sions is the possibility of eliminating 
large bands, and employing com- 
paratively inexpensive singles and 
teams, and small musical combina- 
tions 


There’s also the possibility of 
gaining a sizable degree of dinner 
trade in the supper club, because 
of automatic elimination of the 20% 


when there’s no entertainment. Tax 
would only apply after 10 p.m. 


Operators figure they have nothing 
to lose with changeover to intime 
rooms. Paucity of patronage always 
looks better in a smaller spot, and 
there’s always the possibility that 
the new policy may catch on and 
become a moneymaker. 


Majestic, Paterson, N. J., | 
May Drop Vaude Policy 


Lou Martin, operator of the Ma- 
jestic theatre, Paterson, N. J., is con- 
sidering going into a foreign and 
exploitation film policy to replace 
vaude. . 

Consideration of that move _ is 
caused by difficulty being experi- 
enced with the American Federation 
of Musicians in negotiations for a 
new contract. Contract stymies cen- 
ter about wages and number of 
shows. Question of standby orches- 
tras does not apply here as the Ma- 
jestic uses local bands only. 


. e se 

Spiros Joins FB in N.Y. 

Frederick Bros. New York office 
last week added Herman Spiros ‘to 
the cocktail dept. Spiros is one of 
the successors to Walter Bloom and 
Nick Edwards, who resigned several 
weeks ago, former going with the 
new agency set up by Charlie 
Busch, Bill Peterson and Stewart 
Seymour. 

Other additions are contemplated 
for the FB small unit sector to bring 
it up to its normal strength. 











Thomas Buys Nitery 

Toledo, July 29. 
radio and film 

has purchased the four- 


Danny Thomas, 
comedian, 


story brick building occupied by the 
Ace of Clubs, a night club operated 
by five of his brothers. 


v 


Action on combining all affiliates 
of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America into one big union wil} 
be hurried because of the belief by 
union attorneys that under terms of 
the recently enacted Taft-Hartley 
law, forbidditig secondary boycotts, 
members of one Four A’s group 
;|would not be able to assist sister 
| unions in the event of a strike. 


Attorneys claim that because of 
| the ban on secondary boycotts, per- 
formers of, for example, the Ameri- 
| can Guild of Variety Artists, would 
be forced to honor a playing date 
on an airshow even if American 
| Federation of Radio Artists were on 
strike against that station. In that 
manner, the station would be able 
to defeat the AFRA strikers by em- 
pioying members of other Four A’s 
unions to temporarily fill their as- 
signments. 

Possibility of that course of action 
has already been discussed by at- 
torneys for the various Four A 
unions, and only solution has been 
found to be the merger of the vari- 
ous affiliates. 


Matter of one big union has long 
been under discussion by Four A’s, 
In 1940, the international union spent 
| $10,000 on a study of the merger. 
Known as the Reis “Report, study 
found that sizable savings would be 
| effected in both administration costs 
|and through increased effectiveness 
|/in union functioning, while saving 
members a considerable amount of 
dues because it would no longer be 
necessary to join a separate union 
for each different field of endeavor, 
vaude, radio, legit, etc. 

However, report was never acted 
upon, and question languished until 
passage of the Taft-Hartley law. 


Fairs Shell Out 
Big Com for Acts 


State and county fairs are shelling 
| out highest entertainment budgets 
|in history in a successful effort to 
draw names and name bands. Rural 
exhibits, traditionally among heavi- 
est seasonal spenders for talent, are 
going beyond previous seasons’ high 
marks in making bids for topline at- 
tractions. 

Indicative of the coin being ex- 
pended is seen in the lineup at the 
Michigan State Fair, starting Aug. 
29, which has bought Olsen & John- 
son for $20,000. Buster Crabbe’s 
water show has been signed for a 10- 
day stand, as well as radio comic 
Bob Burns, John Calvert show, 
Pitchmen, Wally Boag and others. 
‘In addition, this fair is also lining up 
the standard outdoor acts. (Big name 
shows will be done under cover). 

The York (Pa.) fair has signed 
the Tex Beneke band for Sept. 
9 to 12, and has bought Kenny Del- 
mar (Sen. Claghorn of the Fred 
Allen air show) for a one-day book- 
ing at $1,750. Delmar also goes to the 
Brockton (Mass.) fair for a one-day 
stand. 


‘SUES CANADA EXPO ON 
OLSEN-JOHNSON DATE 


Toronto, July 29. 

The Canadian National Exhibition 
and its general manager, Elwood 
Hughes, are being sued for $200,000 
by Mrs. Estelle Craig, agent, who 
claims in her writ that she “was 
hindered and prevented from en- 
joying the benefits of a contract’ to 
bring Olsen & Johnson to the CNE 
for a two-weeks’ engagement next 
month. 

Mrs. Craig claims the contract 
was entered into the latter part of 
May; that the CNE then entered into 
further negotiations with the Wil- 
liam Morris agency; and that she 
was cut out of the deal. 


Hughes had no comment except 
that Mrs. Craig has no written agree- 
ment on the Olsen & Johnson en- 
gagement here and that the matter 
wifl be passed on to the City Solici- 
tor. 





S2acircs 














—— 


Morton Dewney has been signed 
for the Statler hotel, Washington, 
starting Sept. 15 on a two-week deal. 
Downey is then slated to lay off 
cafe work because of the Coca-Cola 
radio show starting shortly after 





Purchase price was $22,500. 


that date. 


























CAPITOL THEATRE 


NEW YORK 
First Week $114,500, Breaks All Existing Records 
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Night Club Reviews 


Terrace Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 

“Summer Promenade” Ice Revue, 
starring. Arnold Shoda, featuring 
Narena & Norris, Jeanne Sook, 
Patricia Kazda; with Marian Spell- 
man, Line, Bernice Stott, Lynn Clare, 
Lillian Byers, Connie Conn, Feogu 
7] 


Martin: conceived and_ staged | 
Truly McGee, costumes, Bob Mackin- 
tosh. Mme. Berthe; Jerry Wald 
Orch (12). 





New Yorker’s ice revue, which for 
a change stars a male—Arnold 
Shoda—is one of those things. It’s 
far from the best the hotel has con- 
structed as a lure for its Terrace 
Room and better than others. About 
all that can be said is that it’s 
pleasant dinner and supper divertis- 
ement 
. Ice shows long ago reached the 
point where, to regulars, the only 
difference in any individual show or 
routine is (1) costuming and (2) 
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ARTHUR GODFREY 
CHESTERFIELD SHOW 
MON.-WED.-FRI. 

11 A.M., EDST 














New York Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
Chicago Kep.: PHIL TYBRELL 














WA’APPENS! 


America's No. 1 Rumba Personality 


PUPI CAMPO 


and his orchestra 


Now...Ghelsea Hotei 


Atlantic City 
Per Dir. G.A.C. 


music and story. Since ice producers 
seem to have long run out of ideas 
the main item at the moment is eye- 
catching costumes and _ lighting. 
Current show has both to a degree 
that the fact that the stars and line 
do nothing that’s different (with the 
possible exception of Narena & 
Norris) is nicely glossed and the 
entire job, to the conventioneers 
who patronize the room, looks major 
league. 

Based on a score worked around a 
few dozen standards, many of which 
are sung very well by soprano 
Marian Spellman as “Songstress of 
Ceremonies,” the revue is rather 


then eases into a solo by Pat Kazda, 
who cuts a neat caper. Next is 
Narena & Norris, who serve a full 
helping of trick skating, going 
deeper into breath-taking : 
than the usual team. Topper is the 
slim femme’s trick of passing her 
body through a regulation tennis 
racquet while in a head-down spin 
from her partner’s shoulders. 

Shoda is a fine skater. He works 
alone in two routines, cutting out 
unusual figures and following im- 
mediately with a routine tailored to 
Grieg’s “Piano Concerto.” 

Finale brings on the entire group 
for a “picnic” bit, which segues into 
a flashy, up-tempo “jitterbug” bit 
that skids all the kids off on a satis- 
fying note. Wood. 





Flame Room, Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, July 26. 
Sid Caesar, Ray Morton Orch (7); 
$2.50 min. 





This is Caesar’s first supper club 
engagement here, but he was seen 
in Minneapolis previously with the 
touring “Tars and Spars” unit at a 
local theatre. Hewing strictly to the 
line of impeccable cleanliness in his 
choice of material, he proves to be 
a personable and amusing comedian 
who demonstrates that even in the 
bistros genuine talent doesn’t have 
to be buttressed by smut or sugges- 
tiveness, 


Ceasar is still doing his spoof of 
a war-movie airplane-fight, which 
was one of jo = ware of the stage 
and motion picture “Tars and Spars” 
and, even though not so tinfely as 
originally, it still wins laughs and 
applause. A depiction of how British 
actors in contrast to the Moscow 
Art Players would do a battle scene 
from the play “The Zero Hour” also 
gets over, but his funniest and best 
contribution, for night clubs, judg- 
ing by the laughter and applause 
returns, is his portrayals of a youth 
at his first dance and the same lad 
six months later. Pantomime and 
clowning are socko. 

-~Ray Morton’ orchestra comes 
through’ exceedingly well for 
Caesar and for guest dancing. Rees. 








Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 


Andrews Sisters (3), Chandra- 
Kaly dancers (4), Bob Evans, Sen- 
sationalists (3), Tony Bavaar, Donn 
Arden line (18), Joel Herron Orch, 
Chino rhumba orch; $3.50, $4.50 
minimums. 

















Name and entertainment values of 





‘Comedy With the Drums‘ 
Indefinitely at the 


Continental Room > 


ATLANTIC CITY 





CHARLIE MASTER | 


the new Riviera layout is concen- 
trated in the Andrews Sisters, mak- 
| ing their first cafe appearance in the 
‘east and the second (they worked 
‘the Flamingo, Las Vegas, last year) 
since they hit the bigtime some 
‘years ago. In that act and the Donn 
Arden production are the major 
plus values of the show, but it’s 











| sufficient to continue the heavy lure 
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short. It brings in the entire com- | 
pany to open, shifts to another pre- | 
senting all three males plus the line, | 





stunts# Caught indicates that they'll hold up 


| 


-| for 





of this spot. 

Andrews gals, getting $12,500 plus 
overages, are consuming the major 
share of the budget. As it is, the 
venture almost works out in all 
departments, Major letdown is in 
the comedy sector because of the 
fact that Bob Evans’ ventriloquy 
isn’t essentially cafe fare. Otherwise, 
the Sensationalists and certain por- 
tion of Chandra-Kaly’s dance rou- 
tines contribute to a well rounded 
floorshow. 

Andrews Trio, in addition to su- 
perior harmonics, have for some 
time developed an excellent comedy 
sense, which they occasionally over- 
do, it’s true. Their interpolation of 
“Sonny Boy” with Patti handling 
the comedics, the essaying of “Rum 
and Coke” and the calypso “Feet’s 
Too Big for de Bed” add a:deal of 
lustre to what was once purely a 
singing turn. Also rating heavy audi- 
ence pats are their offerings of 
“Freedom Train” and their standard 
medley, including “Bei Mir Bist Du 
Schoen.” Their act and biz when 


as cafe draws as long as bonifaces 
are willing to pay their salary. 

Sensationalists, a fast and fancy 
skating trio display an unusual brand 
of roller-trickery ene, double 
lifts and dangerous spins. They get 
heavy returns for their efforts. 

The Chandra-Kaly dancers have 
many subtleties that are lost in this 
big room. Their Latin and East 
Indian terps have too few commer- 
cial moments for this spot. But a 
fair amount of their stuff holds in- 
terest enough to provide good pacing 
for this layout. 

Evans’ ventriloquy is designed 
essentially for vauders and his ma- 
terial, which, by the way, is get- 
ting old, doesn’t impress as being 
cafes. However, he shows a 
superior technical skill in the 
handling of his dummy and has some 
entertaining moments. Another fault 
is his penchant for playing to the 
musicians rather than his audience. 

The Donn Arden productions with 
Tony Bavaar in the song-spots are 
picturesque. Costuming is in good 
taste and routines are well-done. 
Joel Herron’s orchestra does a good 
job of showbacking with Chino’s 
band supplying the rhumba es 

ose. 


Paddock. Miami Beach 
' Miami Beach, July 26. 
B. & Pulley & H. S. Gump, Mel 
Murray, Beverly Brunell, Barry 
Mack, Bob Regent Orch. No mini- 
mum or cover, 








This rowdy all-nitery is packing 
them in again, despite the heavy 
competish for summer trade around 
town. Magnet is B. S. Pulley, who 
keeps returning to the room every 
few months to the delight of his 
considerable following among the 
cafe goers hereabouts, who like their 
comedy rough. 

Act is considerably cleaned up, 
though basically the same _ the 
gravel-voiced comic has purveyed 
in his various engagements around 
town in recent months. Still gets 
laughs, though, with his ‘threats to 
go “doity” and turn the place into a 
garage. Confines himself mostly to 
threats of blue material, depending 
mainly on routines anent his debts 
to bookmakers, screwball impreshes 
of goldfish, Victor McLaglen, whom 
he resembles; «breakfast foods and 
for the highlight, the slapstick rou- 
tine with partner H. S. Gump. Little 
guy takes a beating while trying to 
sing, with deadpan delivery con- 
tribbing to the laughs. Pair top 
with a hot panto impresh of the 
brage of hoodlums in the pic “The 
Killers.” It’s clean and funny. With 
more of this type of material the 
team might eventually hit the better 
spots. At present «it adds up as a 
rough and tumble turn the Paddock 
type of patron goes for. 





Mel Murray, boogie woogie pianist 
and comedy singer, fits into the pat- | 
tern set by Pulley. Guy pounds the 
88 and floor in equal portions, shouts | 
out a series of blue-tinged lyrics and 
offs to a healthy reception. It’s what 
they came to hear. Like his com- 
patriots, he’s been an © attraction 
around this town’s rowdier spots for 
some years. 

Little Beverly Brunell (New Acts) 
adds a quiet, well-turned singing 
stint to the proceedings for top re- 
turns. Barry Mack handles the 
emcee chore capably and turns in a 
session of swoon style vocals. 

Bob Regent and his small unit 
back capably, though tending to hit 
the vocalists arrangements in too 
loud a manner. Lary. 


College Inna. Chi 
‘HOTEL SHERMAN) 

Chicago, July 25. | 

Charley Ventura Orch (6) with | 
Buddy Stewart: Clark Dennis, Jose 
Melis, Jackie Cain, Dave Garroway. | 
Studs Terkel, LaVerne Linroth, Carl | 
Marx. ($2.00-$3.50 min.) 





} 





New show, strictly for hep char- 
acters, is packed with loud and 
groovey jive material familiar to 


| spot’s patronage and features list of 


talent predominantly here. | 
Local disk jockeys, Studs Terkel and | 
Dave Garroway, do emcee chores a 
alternate shows. . 
Opener, a free-for-all by Ventura, | 
is typical of College Inn doings, 
spotting the double (instrumental- | 
vocal) voice of Buddy Stewart. On. 
“BSP No. 1” and “Faniology,” Stew- | 
art made instrument-like sounds, an | 


new 
asl 


| reputation 


idea he used with Gene Krupa last 
year and fast becoming popular since 
release of “Lady Be Good” by Ella 
Fitzgerald. His offering of pop 
tune, “Baby, Baby,” although appre- 
ciated, was under par in comparison 
to his ballad recordings of the past. 

Ventura’s combo is composed of 
seeming youngsters and they wear 
casual dress and manners. When 
they let loose on such items as his 
version of “Dark “Byes,” they desert 
theme so completely it is hardly 
recognizable. But, this ‘sort of ma- 
terial goes over in this room. 

Clark Dennis, who has acquired a 
sudden popularity due to his Capitol 
success of “Peg O’ My Heart,” caused 
a greater stir with encore, “That Old 
Feeling,” than with other numbers. 
His “Jealousy” went over big, while 
“Carry Me Back to Lone Prairie,” 
was foreign to his usual stuff. “Peg” 
got best reaction from fem patrons, 
however. 

Jose Melis, Cuban ianist who 
jives the classics, made his mid- 
western bow with this appearance, 
and garnered top applause for nim- 
ble fingering of “Flight of Bumble 
Bee” and “Stardust.” As novelty, 
he uses numerals from a diner’s tele- 
phone number and interpreted them 
in Chopin, Mozart and Boogie fash- 
ions. 

Carl Marx adds comic touch not 
only to show, but to entiré evening 
with table mingling. LaVerne Lin- 
roth as “Model of the Month” is 
pretty addition as she walks across 
stage and gags with Garroway. 

Jackie Cain completes ample show. 
He’s reviewed under “New Acts.” 

. Hunt. 





EI Moreeeo, Mont’l 
Montreal, July 23. 
Billy Vine, Evelyn Farney, Norma 
Hutton, Ludovic Huot, Milray Line 
(6), Norma Hutton Orch.; minimum 
$1.50, 





Billy Vine, rotund comic, heads 
new. layout at the El Morocco. He 
scores heavily with two sharp num- 
bers. He impersonates a drunk 
singing a crying song to a newly 
married pal and holds an imaginary 
conversation with Harry Richman, 
who is telling him about the greats 
of yesteryear. Follows with im- 
preshes of Jackie Miles, Danny 
Thomas, Buddy and Jerry Lester, 
Zero Mostel and Joe E. Lewis to 
register soundly. 

Norma Hutton. who batons band, 
is also spotlighted in the show. She 
sings with nice delivery, “Chi- 
Baba,” “I Wonder, I Wonder” and 
“I Believe.” Encores with “I Can’t 
Give You Anything But Love” to 
nice response. 

Evelyn Farney’s’ tapstering is 
strong and fast. She opens with 
fastly paced tap of ‘“‘Hawaiian War 
Chant” and follows with equally 
socko version of “‘Donkey Serenade.” 
Gal is definitely an asset to the 
show. . Ludovic Huot tenors “Stout 
Hearted Men,” “Torna el Sorrento,” 
“Donkey Serenade” and a medley 
of rumba melodies. Milray Girls are 
helped by nifty costuming in their 
neat line numbers. Marc. 





Clover Club, Port.. Ore. 
Portland, Ore., July 23. 
Ivy Anderson; Verne & Sarico; 
Rus Graham’s Orchestra (6): no 
een 85c.; cover, $1.50 Satur- 
ay. 





In a return engagement to the 
Clover Club, blues singer Ivy Ander- 
son continues to click with her 
rowdy lyrics. Looking extremely 
supple in a white evening gown, the 
vivacious Negro gal starts out with 
“Basin Street Blues,” bellows with 
“Alexander’s Ragtime~ Band,” with 
Rue Graham’s clarinet and Don 
Proctor’s trumpet carrying melody 
offer a scorching calypso version of 
“Rum and Coca Cola” followed by 
“Give It to ’im” and “Red Silk 
Stockings and Green Perfume.” With 
the customers begging for more, she 
returns with an incinerating “Eh 
Boba Reba,” with trucky lyrics to 
wham again. 


Verne & Sarico, smart terpers, 
open show neatly. Gal is a smooth- 
coifed gypsy type and in a gaud 
scarlet satin and sequin outfit whic 
carries out Hungarian tang. Her 
partner is herculean, not the usual 
ballroom type, and he handles girl 
lightly. 

Biz has been fair at this club, 
which is the old standby for locali- 
ties and visiting salesmen from east- 
ern Oregon and Washington. A 
for good service and 
excellent food over-rides objections 
to the covert which is in line with 
other comparable niteries. 
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Drum Room, K. ¢€, 
(PRESIDENT HOTEL) 
Kansas City, July 23. 
Leon Mandrake & Co. (5), Bern. 


ard, Gene Eyman Orch (6); no cover 
or minimum. 





The Drum Room is veering from 
its usual policy of offering bands and 
has installed floorshow for summer 
months. The extra attractions are 
figured to stimulate take, and thus 
far have been doing it. 

Leon Mandrake, toplining offers a 
top version of former stage show. 
Turn is called “Out of This World.” 
and runs the gamut of sleight of 


hand, trick hankies, glasses and 
botties, a bout with the spirits and 
escape from a trunk, all in tradition- 
al baffling manner. Entertainment- 
wise, Mandrake and his aides offer 
about everything that could be asked 


for in magic and customers 
with plenty of applause. 
Bernard, with more hocus-pocus, 
makes the rounds of the tables for 
more sleight-of-hand stuff. “Gene 
Eyman orch backs show and holds 
the stand for dancing through the 
evening. The six-piece combo is 
long and does satisfactory job both 
ways. Quin. 


2ive out 











COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
SPECIAL SUMMER PRICES! 


FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
At $1.00 Each, or 
Nos. 1 Thru 13 for $10 
Nos. 14 “Thru 22 at $1.00 Each 
or SET OF 22 FILES for $18.00 
WOTTA BUY! HURRY! 


“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
8 Vols. at $20 per Vol., or 
$50 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
Over 10 Special-Written 
Sock Parodies -ONLY $5.00 
“HOW TO MASTER THE 


CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emeee) 
$3 per Copy, Incl. 2 Gag Files 





NO C.0.D.’'s 
Be Sure to Send Permanent Address 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St. New York 19, N. ¥. 














THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Currenily 
EL RANCHO 
Las Vegas 
Direction: M.C.A. 

















Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

*& Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, comprehensive in 
Showbiz! 

*& 1947 Catalog FREE! 

% Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. I. City 2, N. Y 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 




















139 E. S7th Se, N.Y. C. PL. 9-7470 

















FREE COMEDY MATERIAL! 


6 brand new parodies (just written), free 
with any order of the following material: 
PUNCH LINES original gag files numbers 
1, 2, 3, or 4-—$1 each. Written by top gar 
man—COMEDY TEAM joke oetetien Oe 
Offer 


COMEBACKS TO HECKLERS $2 
collection of bellylaffs. $1. Order now. 
expires soon. 


LAVGWS UNLIMITED 
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New York City 


276 W. 43 St. 
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MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 


NOW (indefinitely) 


RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M.. WNEW 


Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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Florida Law Barring Collection Of 
Salary Bonds Awaits Clarification 


Miami, July 29. 

Night club and theatre operators 
throughout Florida having working 
agreements with the American Guild 
of Variety Artists are awaiting 
clarification of a clause in recently 
enacted employment agency bill by 
the Florida legislature, which denies 
authority to any “union, agency or 
theatre guild” to collect bonds 
guaranteeing salaries. 

Specifically, the clause reads “no 
pond shall be required from any 
employer to guarantee the payment 
of salaries or performance of con- 
iract, by any agency, union or 
theatre guild, except that it be ap- 
proved by the commission” (State 
Industrial Commission) “made pay- 
able to the commission and deposited 
with the commission.” 

According to AGVA reps here, 
Pave Fox, of the national office 
instructed them to “proceed as 
usual” when informed of the new 
law. Nitery ops, however, asked for 
clarification on the matter, with 
Ernie Fast, local guild rep, arrang- 
ing an appointment with the state 
attorney to discuss the matter. 

Law requires only that talent 
agencies licensed by the state, must 
file a written statement with the 
industrial commission, which would 
include information on employers 
who “while financially interested in 
a theatrical business, failed to pay 
salaries, or left stranded any com- 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


“Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently 
CORT SQ. THEATRE 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 
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‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now at Glen Casino, Buffalo 
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“VOICE COACH TO 
THE STARS" 


LEO KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND ARRANGER 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 
New York City 
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pany, group or employees during 
the two years preceding.” Such 
Statements are to be kept by the 
talent agencies for exhibition to 
every act whose services are being 
dickered for by any op with such 
a record. 

Acts working the area are wonder- 
ing how the bonds are to be put up, 





if AGVA’s powers are taken away 
| by the commission. Many are afraid 
| that some ops will manage to get 


| by with just the statement on file | 


|}and willing to chance the only teeth 
jin the law—the prospect of being 
| fined “$500 or six months in jail or 
both” if they violate the edict by 
angling out of salary payoffs. 

Law, as constituted, also requires 
|any person or agency doing business 
in the state as employment agencies 
to have been residents for three 
years and “continually” so engaged 
during that period. Measure was 
forced through by local group of 
agencies. Most were not aware of 
the phrasing anent the bond setup 
and are certain the state attorney 
will ignore the clause. Assumption 
remains to be confirmed by the 
AGVA rep here at the meeting 
arranged. If the attorney insists on 
carrying out the law to the letter, 
it would take two years before a 
change could be made by the legis- 
lature, which doesn’t meet until 
then. 

How bonds are to be collected by 
the state commission also remains 
to be clarified. Legislation does not 
specify any method of doing so, 
though it is understood by the local 
agents that a deputy will be ap- 
pointed to handle the bonds, in each 
county. Again, no funds have been 
alloted to compensate such deputies. 

If no agreement between the state 
and AGVA reps is met, most per- 
formers~look to a return of the 
abuses which prevailed among more 
unscrupulous ops here before AGVA 
organized the territory. 


GIL LAMB TICKETED 
FOR CASINO, LONDON 


Gil Lamb has been signed for the 
Casino theatre, London, to open 
around Oct. 13.. Comic will co-head- 
line with the Borrah Minevitch 
Harmonica Rascals. 


Casino, operated by Bernard 
Delfont, is planning a consistent diet 
of U. S. names. Jack Durant is 
headlining the current show. 


Delfont has been doing most of his 
buying of American names through 
the Harry Foster agency, London, 
the English representative of the 
William Morris Agency. 








D. C. Nitery Eyes Names 
To Bolster Fall Debut 


Club Cairo, Washington, is slated 
to open for the season in September 
with a name policy. Spot, operated 
by Sam Schanker, has already lined 
up Ted Lewis for an October date, 
althoug opening headliner hasn't yet 
been pacted. 

Cafe, which opened last season, has 
been closed for the summer. 





Charlotte Sabbaths Still Blue 


Charlotte N. C. 

Board of Commissioners of Meck- 
lenburg County, of which Charlotte 
is the county-seat will leave un- 
changed a regulation prohibiting the 
sale of beer and wine in any incor- 
porated city or town between the 
hours of 1:30 o’clock Saturday night 
and 7 o’clock Monday morning. 


Sunday tipplers therefore are still 
blocked out of public places. 
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Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Slain; 2d Club Robbed 


Atlantic City, July 29. 

Two night spots here figured in the 
_news last week when a night watch- | 
/man in one, a boardwalk spot, was | 
{found murdered while a holdup by | 
two sailors got the second in the, 
gazettes. 
. Body of Joseph Perez, watchman 
at Renault’s tavern, was found by 
|porters early last Wednesday (23) 
in the basement at the night spot. 
He had been brutally beaten. Rob- 
bery was believed the motive of the 
crime. 

Bandbox, a suburban tavern, was 
held up in “Wild West fashion 
| Thursday (24), the robbers entering 
the spot early in the morning wear- | 
ing masks and announcing their ar- 
rival with a pair of shots through 
the floor. They got $450 from the 
cash register and more coin and 








Two sailors 
lantic City Naval Air 
Pomona were later identified as the 


sawammsepe 32338023 Qiith Bi VSTi Fie set. 


French-U. §. Act 
Coin Pact Talks 
To Be Resumed 


The American Guild of Variety 








A.C. Nitery Watchman Court Studies Le 


gal Right of N. Y. 


Resort Ops Suit Vs. Actors Union 


7% 





Brit. Radio Show Set 


| 
} 
jewelry from the patrons. 
attached to the At- | 
station at | 





Artists will request representatives 
of the French government in the 


try. Negotiations were started three 
months ago and called for the union 
to handle earnings of French acts in 
the United States with AGVA re- 
mitting to the French government 
difference in salary over $20 daily 
expenses and agency commissions. 
French government agreed to do 
likewise in regard to salaries of 
performers playing in France. 
Agreement, however, was never 
concluded, but with some U. S. acts 
finding that they’re unable to send 
coin out of France, renegotiation of 
the pact is slated to begin shortly. 
Harrison and Fisher recently 
were forced to close at the Lide 
club, Paris, because of inability to 





Four A’s Sets Law To 
Bar Employees From 
Aiding AGVA Delegates 


Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America last week passed a resolu- 
tion forbidding any paid employee to 
campaign on behalf of any can- 
didate for office before or during 
an election. Action applies to ex- 
ecutive secretaries as well as or- 
ganizérs and clerical help. 

Resolution was taken specifically 
to. prevent any campaigning for 
delegates to the forthcoming Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists con- 
vention by the paid staff. However, 
action will apply to employees of 
other Four A’s unions as well. 





‘with trio as the Three Admirals. 
United States to resume contract | 
negotiations on mutual handling of | 
monies earned by-acts in each coun- | 


remit money out of that country. | 





‘What’s Doin’ Ladies’ | 


Hollywood, July 29. 

“What’s Doin’ Ladies” hit the 
vaude boards over the past weekend, 
opening a week’s run at the Broad- 
way theatre, Portland, to test its 
|is drawing a flat $3,500 weekly. Jay 
| Stewart, producer-owner, flew the 
lentire cast north for the test date. 

Show continues its daily airings 
|from the stage of the theatre, using 
ithe regular attendees for its audience 
‘participants. Notion was originally 
/conceived as a promotion stunt to 
|hypo interest in the airshow, but 
due to 
prospective theatres Stewart 
test possibilities of going in on of- 
fered percentage deals. 








OMAHA VARIETY SKED 
Omaha, July 29. 
With “Water Follies of 1947” out 
of the way with a smash 45,000 at- 
tendance for the week, Ak-Sar-Ben 
announces rest of the summer series. 
Victor Borge will top a special 
| show to be given Aug. 25 in Ak field. 
| Ferde Grofe will conduct the Omaha 
isymphony, with pianist Earl Wild 
las guest, Aug. 12. A kid circus is 
| being built around Poodles Hanne- 





.|ford for Aug. 5. 


¥ 


Riocabana, Chi, Closing 


Riocabana club, Chicago, is slated 
to close for the remainder of the 
summer, Sunday (2), Spot, operated 
by Bert and Chuck Jacobson, has 
been in a slump for sometime de- 
spite attempt to resuscitate business 
with name bookings. 

Reopening is scheduled for late 
September or early October. 








For Vaude Dates : 


London, July 25. 

Maurice Winnick’s top radio feat- 
ure, “Ignorance is Bliss,” which is 
same as American feature “It Pays 
io Be Ignorant,” siaris its provincial 
tour at Hippodrome, Brighton, for 
Moss circuit, Aug. 4, with Manches- 
ter to follow. 

Show is being specially produced } 
by Charles Henry, with Con West 
and Jackie Marks supplying the 
script. 

Cast will include Harold Berens, 
Gladys Hay, Michael Moore and 
Stewart MacPherson as compere, 
with latter quitting after two weeks | 
for six weeks’ vacation. His place | 
will be taken by Norman Bartlet, 
American, who has been here for 
many years, and used the tour vaude 





|}court Justice Lumbard 


' ° 
modations 


‘hacked up Segal by 


Decision has been reserved in the 
injunction suit by Jack Segal, N. Y. 
mountain resort booker, who is seek- 
ing to restrain the American Guild 
of Variety Artists from interfering 
with his activities. N. Y. supreme 
is studying 


;the case in order to determine if 
Segal’s action is a result of a labor 
dispute. If so, then according to law, 
Segal will have to exhaust all 
avenues of relief permitted by the 
|union before taking his case to court. 

Segal’s suit is a result of the 
i/union’s battle with four mountain 
lresorts booked by Segal. Union 
sought to force the inns to provide 
room and board for performers on 


the premises or comparable accom- 
within five miles of the 
playing date. Upon refusal, Segal 
was put on the unfair list. and sub- 
sequently other hotels in the area 
declaring that 
they would drop shows. 


Participation in the controversy 


| by hotels backing Segal’s stand was 


avoided last week before the hotel 
owners’ plan could be put into effect. 


STAFFORD’S HOLDOVER 
Chicago, July 29. 
Jo Stafford and Paramount’s “Dear 
Ruth” will be held over for a fifth 
week at the Chicago theatre here. 
Combination is so far in its third 
week, : 
Lou Breese’s house band works 
onstage behind Miss Stafford. 




















JAN BART 


(The Jovial Songster) 
Applauded by the Public 


NOW 


Awarded by the Critics 
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Miami, July 22. 
Miami newspaper and radio 





As Vaude Offering 


interest stimulated among | 
will! 








station amusement editors, bal- 
loting in second annual awards 
for mythical all-star vaude show 
from acts which played the 
Olympia theatre here in past 
year, named Bert Wheeler as 
best comic again. 

Only repeater on the slate, 
Wheeler topped Willie Howard 
in the voting by one vote. Others 
selected were: JAN BART BEST 
MALE SINGER with John Boles 
the runner up; DeCastro Sisters, 
femme vocalists, with Gracie 
Barrie and Yvette tied for the 
second spot; Four Evans from 
the dance acts and juggler Rudy 
Cardenas from the novelty turns. 

Winners will be awarded silver 
trophies and have names in- 
scribed on plaque backstage at 
the Olympia. 


Personal Ma t—HARRY GREEN 


Directioa—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Concluding 12 Weeks September Ist 


TURF CLUB, Galveston, Texas 


P. S.: Wish to thank the critics of Miami for their award. 
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WEEK OF 


3 Variety Bills 


JULY 30 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


) Paramount; (R) 


eses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; 


RKO; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CiTy 
Capitel (L) 31 
Ted Straeter Orc 
The DeMarcos 
Charles Trenet 
Paul Winchell 
Jd & M Mulcay 
Music Hall (I) 31 
Paul Haakon 
Joseph Levinoff 


Stephanie Anile 
Olia Serova 
M Williamson 


Earl Covert 

Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes ’ 
Sym Orch 
Paramount (P) 29 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
Eliz Talbot-Martin 


Roxy (I) 30 
Abbott & Costello 
Joe Howard 
Hermanos Wiliiams 
Amanda 
Audrey Young 
Maurice Rocco 

State (L) 31 
Burns 2 & Evel; 
Herman Chittison 3 
Johnny Burke 
Gracie Barrie 
Peggy Taylor 
Dean Marton 
Jerry Lewis 

Strand (W) 1 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Artie Dann 
Jean, Jack & Judy 

QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 30-2 
8 Radio Rogues 
Jane Johnston 
George Guest 
Ruloff 3 
Vivian Nicholson 
Clem Faust 
Sonny Boy Vallie 
Earl & Michell 
The Harmonikings 


Palace (1) 31-3 
Jerry Colonna 
Jimmy James Ore 
Hank Sieman 
Martez & Delita 
ATLANTEHC CITY 

Steel Pier (I) 27 
Hal Sands Girls 
Jerry Wayne 
Al Schenk 
at Steve & Eddy 

artin & Florenz 
Barbara Barrie 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (I) 30 
J Bothwell Orc 
Milb’ne Christopher 
The Harmonicats 
Ray & Irene Drake 

State (1) 31-2 
Magical Arnolds 
Rosalind Paige 
Phvilis Willis 
The ~——— 


George David 
Boyd Heath 
Lord & Charlotte 
Dales 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 27 
Perry Como 
4 Evans 
Eddie Bartell 
Marion Hutton 
Lloyd Schaffer 
Martin Bros 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 1-3 
€layton & Phillips 
Harris Berger 
Kay & Karol 
Olin Walker 
The Marlboros 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 1 
Victor Borge 
Jo Stafford 
{(Debonairs 
Oriental (1) 27 
Helen Forrest 
Art Lund 
8 Rudells 
Prof Backwards 
Carl Sands Orc 
Regal (P) 1 
Luis Russell Bd 
Lee Richardson 
Una Mae Carlisle 
2 Zephyrs 
Carl & Harrieite 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (I) 1-2 
Midnite Shows 
Dr Neff's Madhouse 
IAMI 


MIA 
Olympia (P) 30 
Maxine 
Chesterfields 
Arnaut Bros 
Lee Davis 
Barretts 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carmah (1) 31 
Skyriders 
Tony Kardaro 
3 Claire Sis 
Myles Bell & Nan 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 31 
Mayo Bros 
Leo & Josephine 
Bob Lee - f 
Eddie Emerson Co 
Stevens Bros 3 B'rs 
Paul Walker Orc 
SAN FRANCISCO. 
Golden Gate (R) 30 
Harry Savoy 
Razzel Bros 
Freddy David 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (1) 30-3 
Roberia Welch 
Helene & Howard 
Ross & Ross 
Allen Bro & Shorty 
Reiss Bros 
Seed & Bruce 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 31 
Rigoletto Bros 
Ben Yost Vikings 
Bonnie Grant 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Howard (I) 1 
Ella Fitzgerald 
C’tie Williams Orc 
Garner & Wilson 
Nick & Virgie 


ENGLAND 


BIRMINGHAM 
| one mae ty (I) 28 
rafton Sis & J’ues 
Dick Lawler 
Jenks & Williams 
wiss Stars 

ointer 


Levis & Discov’s 
orth Pier (1) 28 


On With the Show 
Albert Modley 
Collinson & Breen 
Helen Hill 

John McHugh 
Francois & Marie 
Margarita 

Bert Lindon 
Dancing Deb's 
Jim Campbell Orc 
Opera House (1) 28 
Every Time You L’ 
Dave Morris 

Nat Jackley 
DeMarcy Sis 

Josef Locke 

Tosca do Lac 
Carol Eric 
Marianne Lincoln 
Tower Circus (1) 28 
Cairoli's 

J Y'Ves de la Court 
Cirgus Knie’s Ch's 
New China Tr 

3 Austins 

reraldos 

H Vadden & Girls 
Musical Elliots 
Sloans 

Anette’s Ballet 
Cilla’s Football D's 


BOURNEMOUTH 
Hippodrome (I) 28 
Vie Oliver Introd's 
Alpha 3 

Fred Lovelle 

Les Rayner & Bet’ 
2 Eddies 

Ford & Lenner 


CARDIFF 
New Thea. (I) 28 
Afrique e 
Stanelli 
V Barna & Brook 
Fogel 
Hilda Baker 
Dinks & T Patson 
Bert Hopping 
Walcott’s Mario’tes 


CHELSEA 
Palace (I) 28 
Peggy Ryan 
Joey Porter & Co 
3 Renowns 
Jimmy Robbins 
Bobbie Kimber 
Billy & I Kosmo 

CHISWICK 

Empire (I) 28 
‘Radio Forfeits’ 
Donna Sis 
Jack Ledair 
Max Wall 
Cawalini 
Marion Pola 
Madrigal 

CROYDON 

Empire (I) 28 j 
Vera Lynn 
Syd Revill 
Dennis Gilbert 
J Norman & Pat 
Los Ricarans 
Decima Marlyn 
L Clifford & Freda 
Jill & Joan Condos 

DARLINGTON 
Hippodrome (I) 28 
Leon Cortez 
3 Karloffts 
Sylvia, Flo & Ann 
E Sheridan & Ford 
Moreton & Rove 
Paddy Sheard 

DERBY 

Grand (I) 28 
Mendelssohn & S’s 
Wood & Jarrett 
Johnnie Lockwood 
Herbert & Hatton 
Dehl 3 
3 Atlantas 
Archie Elray 

DOUGLAS 

Majestic (I) 28 


Helen Trix Lewis 
Craig & Voyle 
Semon & Sonia 
Shen Tun 3 
3 Rhapsodies 
KINGSTON 
Empire (1) 28 
Jimmy James 
Donald Peers 
LEEDS 
Empire (I) 28 
Mollie J Clark 
bill Burke 
G E Elliott 
J Billings & D 
Walter Niblo 
Ivy Benson & Girls 
LEICESTER 
Palace (1) 28 
Anne Shelton 
Fred Bamberger 
Jack Francois 
Toscanelli 
Marie Wilson 
Freddie & Pam 
3 Dancettes 
Stuthard 
LEWISHAM 
Hippodrome (I) 28 
‘Stand Easy’ 
Cheerful C Chester 
Ken Morris 
Arthur Haynes 
Len Marten 
Ramon St Clair 
Maureen Riscol 
Leslie Noyes 
Dave & Maurine 
El Granades & Pet’ 
Monna Tymga 4 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare (i) 28 
Will Hay, Jr 
M Jones & Welsh S 
Charlie Higgins 
Connelly & O'Day 
Palette’s Dogs 
Mills Sis & Michael 
Tommy .- Westwood 
Marco & Max 
LONDON 
Casino. (All July) 
‘Ignorance Is Bliss’ 
Vivian Blaine 
Jack Durant 
Dick Henderson 





Godfrey & Kerby 
Sam Linfield & Co 
Terry 
Ronnie Leslie 
3 Perfects 
Palace (I) 28 
Laurel & Hardy 
Terri Carol 
Mills & Pauleite 
Lloyd & Betty 
Young China Tr 
Keyes & Ross 
Slim Rhyder 
Yeaman’s Dogs 
Vickers 2 
MORCOMBE 
Winter Gardens 
(1) 28 
12 Zio Angels 
Vic & J Crastonian 
3 Shades 
4 Pomars 
Jackie Trevor 
Marion 
Bert & Harry Nicol 
J Mayer & A Kitson 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (I) 28 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Sandy Powell 
3 Astaires 
E Taylor & Brooks 
Ronald Frankau 
Max & H Nesbitt 
Kemble Bros 
C Warren & Jean 
NORTHAMPTON 
New Thea | (I) 28 
Kenneth & Western 
Jean Kennedy 
Arthur Worsley 


7 Mighty Atoms 

Doreen Blythe 

Al Max & Annette 

Gaby Josette 

Doreen 
PORTSMOUTH 
Coliseum (I) 28 

Bey Co 

3 Scamps 

Harry. Shiels 


8 Nicolettes 
Frank’s Fox Ter’r 
Java Bros 
Sylvestri 

















Annabelle Hill 
Buck Miller Ore 
Carnival 
Bert Wheeler 
Lou Holtz 
Diosa Costello 
Wood & Kelly 
C & T Valdez 
Yvonne Adair 
Jimmy Ellison 
Paul Gavotte 
Reid Orc 
China Dol 
John Tio 





Syd Roy’s Lyricals 
Terry QO’ Neill 
Jackie Bond 
B West & H’v Boys 
DUNDEE 
Palace (I) 28 
Al Podesta Bd 
Boot & -Bolon 
Motler & Hall 
Raie & Binnie 
Jackson & Jerome 
Scotch Kelly 
Della & R Montreal 
La Celeste 
EASTBOURNE 
ippodrome (I) 28 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Dud Dale & Gang 
Joe Stein 
Omega 3 
Dancing June 
Vie Templar 
EAST HAM 
Palace (I) 28 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Reg Salmon & Co 
Bob & Rita Rema 
Joe Black 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (1) 28 
Ramond Girls, Olgo 
Wood & D Harmer 
Warner, A C Astor 
Emney, Sereno & J 
F Seamon & Far’l 
E Drury & Ram’'d 
FINSBURY 
Park Empire (I) 28 
Eileen & J Paul 
Peggy Ryan 
2 Pirates 
Hal Monty 
Fred Carey 
T Jover, Raf & Fe 
Millionaires 


Cath Dunne 8 

Nit Wits 

Amar & Alana 

Alec Pleon 

Falcons 

J Moreno & P'tner 

Jones & Thomas 

Les Sharpe & Tris 

HACKNEY 

Empire (I) 28 

Steffani’s Songsters 

Suzette Tarrig » 

Playboys 

10 Starlets 

Mary Priestman 

Pharos & Marina 

2 Stanlevs & Mona 

Ted Ray c 


HULL 

New Thea. (1) 28 
Chico Marx 
Rhythm Bros 
Newman 2 
Rex Ramer 
De Haven & Page 
M Louise & Charles 
Permanes 
Hamilton & Va Tsi 

CH 


IPs 
Hippodrome (I) 2 
Jimmy O'Dea Co * 





Falliol & Merton 


Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
Tai Sings 
Copacavana 
Lena Horne 
Copsey & Ayres 
Nancy Doran 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Horseshor 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
Posita Rios 
Caball« ros 
Alice Farrar 
Havana-Madrid 
Frakson 
Pancho & Diane 
Lecuona Boys 
Chino ore 


ce 
McGowan & Mack 
Jerry Mapes 
Joanne cGowan 
Blimpy Blank Ore 
Tiny Clark 


Latin Quarter 
Willie Howard 
Al Kelly 
Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Gloria Le Roy 
Emile Boreo 
Piroska 
Miriam: Gwynne 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 

Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 

Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsylvant: 
Skitch Henderson 


re 

Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 
Village Vanguara 
Maxine Sullivan 
Three Flames 
Don_ Frye 


Ray Pearl 
Sherman Bros (8) 
Oren Morehouse 
Chez Paree 
Danny Thomas 
Miriam Lavall 
Marty Gould Ore 
Barry Sherwood 





Ronald Chesney Tivoli (I) 28 
B Abdrahman Waz’ | Gus Brox 
Bunin Puppets Freddy Black 
Toy & Wing Brodie & Steel 
Boy Foy K & D Haywood 
Len & Bill Lowe Rego 2 
MANCHESTER Dennis Lawes 
Hippodrome (I) 28 | Winters & Fielding 
Troise & Co Murphy & Mack 
3 Peters Sis Anna & Co 
NEW YORK CITY 
Cafe Soctety Stan Fisher 
(Downtown) Chas Reader Ore 
Stanley Prager Hot +t R 
Mary Lou Williams wilt Shaw —_ 


Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Orc 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Pat Bright 
Jack Kerr 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
lfi¢chlights 

Riviera 
Andrews Sis 
Bob Evans 
Tony Bavaar 
Joel Herron Ore 
Curbello Ore 
Sensationalists 
Chandra-Kaly Ders 


Little Club 
Walter Gross 
Leon & Tadie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Holloway Sis 
Tahja 
Shirley Hayward 
Carl Conway 
Shepard Line 
Zimmerman’s 


Doris Haywood 
Gene Kardos O 
Monie Carle 
Joel Shaw Orc 
Rhumba Orc 
Roberto 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Joe Sater Trio 
Bissell & Farley 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Ginny Simms 
Jack Fina Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Belmont- Plaza 
Blair & Dean 
Martha King 
Prof. Fabian 
Payson Re Orc 
Nino Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
Sally Chapman 
Muriel Gaines 
Glenn Pope 
Judy McGee 
Cedric Wallace 8 
Wally Blacker 
Versailles 
Bob Grant Ore 
Carl Ravazza 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Ann Dennis 
Norman Jensen 
Stubby Ore 
Lou Ceasar 
Corday & Triano 
Pappy Below 
Hotel Edison 
Geo Towne Ore 
Jay Marshall 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Kay Carole 
Stuart Langley 





Hotel Pierre Peggy Palmer 
Roberto & Alicia D’Quincey & Giv’ne 
CHICAGO 

Blackhawk Rodriquez & Phyllis 


Chez Adorables (10) 

Hotel Bismarck 
Don Julian & Mar 
*‘Lorita Maliney 
Eddie Fens Orc 
Benno Delson Ore 
Gil Robinson 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Leauschner to Lee Hunt- 
ington, Los Angeles, July 20. Groom 
is a film editor at Warners, 

Sally Finkel to Arnold H. Miller, 
in Pittsburgh, July 6. Bride’s the 
daughter of William Finkel, indie 
circuit exhib. 


e Gail Patrick to Cornwall Jackson, 
Wilmington, Cal., July 25. Bride is 
a screen actress. Groom is veepee of 
the J. Walter Thompson agency. 


Pat Apgood to Warrant Officer 
Sam Kurtz, Bolling Field, Washing- 
ton, D. C., July 13. Bride was 
formerly with Mills Music’s sales de- 
partment; groom is assistant conduc- 
tor of Army Air Force band. 

Judith Atkinson to William Moran, 
New York, July 29. Bride is com- 





mentator with WAAB, Boston. 


Delphine Meyer to James E. Ru- 
man, Beverly Hills, Cal. July 24. 
Bride is daughter of Fred Meyer, 
20th-Fox labor relations chief. 
Groom is head of transportation on 
same lot. 


Eliza Merrill Hickok and Dr. Carl 
C. Kesler in Chicago, July 20. Bride 
was assistant program director of 
“Quiz Kids” for ABC, and author of 
book by same title. 

Virginia Dunning to Arthur Van 
Horn, at Westport, Conn., July 24. 
Bride, who is the daughter of Philip 
Dunning, has been on the stage for 
some time; groom is a newscaster 
for WOR. 

Dorothy Pullen to Vincent de 
Frank, at Yonkers, N. Y., July 27. 
Groom is conductor of Memphis 
Symphony orchestra; bride, non-pro. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hollerson, son, 
July 8, San Antonio. Father is KTSA 
sportscaster. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Williams, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 24. 
Mother, Barbara Hale, and father 


are RKO contract players. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Miles, son, 
Los Angeles, July 26. Father is on 
Daily Variety advertising staff. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roger Patrick, 
daughter, Van Nuys, Cal., July 19. 
Father is announcer and yews room 
chief at KLAC, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Einstein, sén, 
Hollywood, July 22. Mother is the 
former Thelma Leeds of the screen. 
Father is Parkyakarkus. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Samartano, 
daughter, Providence, July 20. 
Father is manager of Loew’s State, 
Providence, 

Mr. and Mrs. George Killmer, son, 
Chicago, July 18.. Father is with 
WBBM sales department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lester, son, 
Chicago, July 23. Father is announc- 
er for ABC Central Division. 

Mr. and Mrs,’Russell C. Seck, Jr., 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, July 26. 


Mother is former Joan Barry, screen 
actress and nitery singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Homer Linnert, son, 
in Pittsburgh, July 24. 
WJAS staff. 


Father’s on 






Video Talent 


Continued from page 1 





of facing a conflict with radio now, 
however, Davis said, it’s a conflict 
with film work that’s stymieing him. 
John McQuade, for example, who’s 
been one of NBC tele’s leading thesp- 
ers, signed for a role in Mark Hellin- 
ger’s “Naked City,” much of which 
has been lensed in N. Y. Not only 
was NBC forced to use him on only 
those times when he could break 
away from his film werk, Davis com- 
plained, but now McQuade is going 
back to the Coast with the Hellinger 
unit to finish the picture there. 


Renaissance of eastern film pro- 
duction does present one advantage 


‘| to tele, according to the NBC chief. 


It gives video producers a chance to 
use Hollywood stars who are in 
N. Y. to work and not for the usual 
vacation. Since none of these stars 
yet has been able to find time for a 
tele show, video producers are 
forced to get along as best they can, 
using what little talent is now avail- 
able. 





Helsings 

Sid Fisher Ore 
Harry Cool 
Jill Adams 
Phil D'Rey 
Dorothy Olsen 
H Edgewater Beach 
Henry Russe Ore 
Harold & Lola 
Orantos (3) 
Royal Rockets (3) 
Song Stylists (4) 
Marianne Fedele 

Hotel Sherman 
Carl Marx 
Jackie Cain p 
Charlie Ventura Ore 
Clark Dennis 

Hotel Stevens 
Benny Strong Ore 


Fay & Gordon 
Boulevar-Dears 

Latin Quart 
Ritz Brothers (4%) 
Jane Withers 
Diane & Edwards 
Latin Lovelies 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
The Jansleys (4) 

Palmer House 
Liberace 
Freddie Nagel Cre 
Michael Douglas 
Abbott D’ncera (12) 
Gower & Bell 

Vine Gardens 
Dick Gale 
J & Joan Walton 
Terese Rudolph 





Bob Hopkins 


H Jackie Soo 
Acromaniacs 


Joe Kish Ore 
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OBITUARIES 


NORMAN E. FIELD 


Norman E. Field, 74, one of Chi- 
cago’s pioneer showmen, died here 
July 19 following short illness’. He 
started in show business as attendant 
at the initial penny arcade in city 
and became manager of Chicago's 
first picture house, which Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer opened on 
Christmas Eve in 1905. ‘This house 
was on State street on site now occu- 
pied by Palmer House. 


In 1905 he went to Earl’s Court, 
London, as assistant to John Calvin 
Brown, and subsequently became 
concessions manager of an amuse- 
ment park there. He returned to 
Chicago in 1909 to manage a vaude- 
ville house on boardwalk at White 
City. 

Later when Jones, Linick & Schae- 
fer began to expand, he became the 
first manager of the Willard theatre 
on south side. In 1921 he was made 
gefieral manager of all Jones, Linick 
& Schaefer houses, then more than 
12. In later years he managed the 
circuit’s Woods theatre, which he left 
when house changed hands, taking 
over as building manager for Mar- 
shall Field Estate, from which he 
was pensioned several years ago. 

Survived by widow. 


MARY FANNING 


Mary Fanning, 71, former Broad- 
way actress, died at her home in 
Elizabeth, N. J., July 26 after a 
brief illness. Her marriage name was 
Mary E. Hendricks. 


Mary Fanning played in several 
N. Y. shows, starting in 1910, with 
stock appearances. She made 
her Broadway debut as a singer and 
dancer in “The Man Who Owns 
Broadway,” in which De Wolfe 
Hopper starred. She also appeared in 


“Happy Land” in 1911 and “Red 
Widow” in 1912, both Hopper shows. 


Miss Fanning met her husband on 
her initial Broadway appearance, 
when he was a member of Gilbert 
& Sullivan Opera Co. Now retired, 
he was an instructor in voice and 
drama at colleges in Texas and 
Georgia until 1930. 

Survived by a daughter, Anne E. 
Hendricks, and her husband. 


ALBERT S. MOFFAT 


Albert S. Moffat, of Watertown, 
Mass., president of Stations WMAS 
in Springfield, Mass., and WLLH, 
Lowell-Lawrence, Mass., died in 
Boston, July 22, after a short illness. 
He founded WMAS on Sept. 1, 1932. 
WLLH began operation in Lowell 
in 1934. 

Moffat was born in Glasgow, Scot- 
land, and came to U. S. at age of 8. 
He was a pioneer in the early use 
and development of X-Ray equip- 
ment and of colored films. He was 
with ‘Universal Pictures at one time. 

His first connection with broad- 
casting was in the manufacture of 
transformers and loud-speakers dur- 
ing the early days of radio. — 

Survived by his widow, two sis- 
ters and a brother. 





KARYL NORMAN 


Karyl Norman, 51, best known as 
“the Creole Fashion Plate,” died 
July 23 in Hollywood, Fla., of heart 
disease. A veteran vaudeville per- 
former for many years, Norman’s 
act was widely known for his fe- 
male impersonations. 

He had played the Orpheum and 
Keith circuits many times, byt most 
recently had been playing vaudeville 
in Australia, where he was as well 
received as in the U.S. He returned 
to the U. S. from this Aussie tour 
last December. 

Norman was starred in a couple 
of his own musical shows on Broad- 
way. Of late he had been doing 
nightclub work, last appearance be- 


ne at the Ha Ha Club, Hollywood, 
la. . 





PHILIP A. GREEN 

Philip A. Green, 64, textile special- 
ist, who was also in show business, 
died July 28 at his summer home, 
Beach Haven Crest, N. J., after a 
heart attack. He was a familiar 
figure around the Lambs club and 
was active in the formation of the 
Servicemen’s Morale Corps, which 
gave weekly dinners and shows at 
the Lambs throughout and after the 
late war, 

Green helped start the same type 
of club activity in the Masquers, 
Hollywood, of which he was also a 
member. 

In 1934 Bert Lytell and Green pro- 
duced “The First Legion,” by Emmet 
Lavery, which had a fair run on 





Broadway. 


EMANUEL STEINBERG 


Emanuel (Mannie) Steinberg, 48, 
veteran of Pittsburgh’s Film Row 
died there on July 22 following a 
heart attack. Only a few days be- 
fore Steinberg had resigned as a 
salesman for PRC to join Max Shul- 
gold’s Crown Film Exchange, an in. 
dependent outfit. An older brother, 
Sammy Steinberg, owner of a Pitts. 
burgh film supply house, passed 
away under like circumstances a 
couple of years ago. 

At that time, Mannie Steinberg 
sold a film house he had operated 
for years to help run the Steinberg 
supply house but soon pulled out to 
become a film salesman. He leaves 
a widow and three children. 





HARRY ROSNAGLE 

Harry Rosnagle, 48, head of mid- 
west branch of Association of The- 
atrical Agents and Managers for the 
last four years and head of Chicago 
Theatre Treasurers’ Union for 20 
years, died July 23 following a heart 
attack. He also was part owner of 
the Blackstone theatre, along with 
George Rochefort and the Shuberts, 

He and Rochefort reconverted the 
theatre from a WPA playhouse gey- 
eral years ago, making an immediate 
success with first bill, “Life With 
Father,” followed by two-year run 
of “Good Night, Ladies.” 

Survived by widow and three sons, 
WILLIAM B. CLEMENCE 
William B. Clemence, 66, veteran 
newspaperman who had been with 
Columbia Pictures’ homeoffice pub- 
licity department as a writer and 
editor since 1931, died July 29 at his 
home in New York. He had been 
in failing health recently, but had 
worked at his desk until last Fri- 

day (25). ° 

Born in London, Clemence was 
educated in Britain and France. He 
came to the U. S. at an early age. 
He had worked for the N. Y. Times, 
N. Y. Morning Telegraph and 
VARIETY. 

Survived by widow and a son, 





HAROLD DE BECKER 
Harold De Becker, 58, film and 
Padio actor, died July 23 in Holly- 
wood after a brief illness. De 
Becker came to the U. S. from Eng- 
land at age of six with Sir Charles 
Hawtrey’s company, and appeared in 
many N.’Y. stage plays before com- 
ing to Hollywood several years ago. 

His last picture appearance was 
in “I Love a Stranger” for Eagle- 
Lion. 

Survived by his widow and a son, 





MRS. CHARLES THIMMIG 

Mary Elizabeth, Thimmig, widow 
of Charles Thimmig, pioneer film 
theatre owner here, died at her 
home in St. Louis, July 24. Asso- 
ciated with her husband in the pic- 
ture business for many years, Mrs. 
Thimmig retired when her husband 
died 10 years‘ago. At one time 
Thimmig operated a house on the 
site of the present Fanchon & Marco 
Fox theatre. 





WILLIAM T. DAWSON 

William’ Terrence Dawson, 25, 
drowned in Lake Michigan off Chi- 
cago, on July 26. He was formerly 
a dancer with the Chi companies of 
“Oklahoma” and “Bloomer Girl” and 
N. Y. company of “Showboat,” but 
was working in a Chicago music 
store when he died. 

Survived by mother, father and 
sister. 


ROBERT HOMANS 
- Robert Homans, 72, veteran charac- 
ter actor, died of a heart attack in 
Los Angeles, July 28. Homans had 
been ill for several years. 

He was last seen in Columbia’s 
“Cover Girl” and had been on stage 
for years before going to Holly- 
wood about 20 years ago. 

Two daughters survive. 





TOM POST 

Tom Post, 58, died in Chicago July 
19 after a heart attack. He was & 
veteran character actor appearing In 
“Ma Perkins,” “Story of Mary Mar- 
lin” and “Fibber McGee and Molly 
radio shows. Previous to entering 
radio he was in vaudeville and stock. 

Survived by widow and son. 

Cecil D. Holland, 50, justice of 
peace in whose courtroom many 
film players have appeared unwill- 
ingly, died on July 25 in his Beverly 
Hills home following a heart attack. 
Last film personality to feel the 
weight of his judgment was Frank 





Sinatra in the one-punch fracas with 
(Continued on page 55) 








Co 
slic 
for 











VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE §! 


—_ 





Wednesday, July 30, 1947 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Fellowship project of the National Theatre Conference has awarded 
five writers new to drama $1,000, payable in sums of $200 monthly for 
five months, as a reward for “definite theatrical accomplishment plus a 
nigh potential.” Money is derived from a special fund made available to 

by the Rockefeller Foundation. Grants may be discontinued by NTC 


i¢ the writer abandons the script or it is discerned that no progress has | 


been made by the beginning of the third month. Those who have the say 
jn that respect are John Gassner, Sawyer Falk and Hallie Flanagan Davis, 
jatter having headed the Federal Theatre Project. They will have au- 
thority in New York, with NTC covering other localities. 

Plays written by those having fellowships will be available to NTC 
but can be sold by the authors to managers, picture studios, radio or 
television. If any such play nets the author $10,000 or more in royalties 
from whatever source, he shall refund tne amount of the grant to NTC 
to be used for another embryo playwright. The winners: Edward Malby, 
co-author of “Temper The Wind,” produced on Broadway last season; 
Theodore Ward, author of “Our Lan’,” done downtown in New York last 
spring and due in the fall; Herbert Kubly, author of ‘““Men To the Sea,” 
which was presented for a time on Broadway two seasons ago; Robert 
y. Finch, who wrote “The Invaders,” presented recently at Ohio State U, 
and Robert Schonkkan, who has written two unproduced dramas. Par- 
tial fellowships went to Jane Ashman and Samuel McCulloch, and still 
smaller awards to Carl Allensworth, Theodore Apstein, John Finch, Lucy 
Kennedy, James Parke, Claudia Hatch Stearns and Robert True. Most 
of them have plays listed for college presentation, while Miss Kennedy's 
“Footsteps Following” is due at the Pasadena Playhouse. 





-Hot Air Club’s 48th annual clambake was in action Sunday (27) at the 
Riviera Beach Club, Brightwaters, L. I. Organization of vet agents, man- 
agers, etc., remained indoors, however, some wary of what might have 
been fresh-air poisoning. Some came from as far as Philadelphia, Balti- 
more and Washington for the event. To forestall any chatter about hav- 


ing their own clubhouse, it was announced there was around $200 in | 


the treasury. 
Sam Reiter, the railroad man, retired as head of the Hot Airers and 


thus became .a past president, or pp. The new prez is Louis Lotito, who | 


manages a flock of legiters for City Investing Co. He’s also known as a 
pp—present president. Lotito is the youngest member ever to be a pp 
and promised to bring youth into the Hot Airers. 
Some of the oldtimers have been in show business much longer than his 


age; for instance, Fred R. Zweifel, who's 82, gross, also Bob Campbell, | 


Tom Namack, George Leffler and a guy who has been with the Shuberts 
for 37 years, which is a Ripley in itself. 

It was the largest gathering of the Hot Airers in many years. All the 
a.k.'s forgot their grouches what with the excellent arrangements made 
by pp Reiter and Elliott Forman, who collected the dues, although one 
or two persons were suspected of eating on the house. 





Eve Gincher, a casting agent whose permit was suspended for one year 
by Equity for violation of its rule which limits commissions to 5%, had 
a franchise for nine years. Four actors who testified against her had 
paid excessive percentages. Total overage approximates $1,000, to be 
refunded to Equity within 60 days by Miss Gincher or else her agency 
permit will be revoked. Actors involved were not disciplined because 
they reported the overage voluntarily; the excess may be turned over to 
them. Last season Danny Scholl paid excessive commission to the John 
Morrow agency, which refunded $300 to Equity, the money going into 
the emergency fund, the young actor being fined that amount. 





Henry Adrian, presenter of “A Young Man’s Fancy,” got his wish last 
week and was summoned to Yorkville, N. Y., court for a violation of the 
administrative code by operating a loudspeaker under the canopy of the 
Plymouth, N. Y., where the comedy is playing. In court the manager 
refused to plead guilty as suggested by the magistrate, and a hearing 
was set for today (30). 

Adrian claimed the amplifier was not a nuisance, it giving forth with a 
disk of audience laughter, recorded during a performance. As the pinch 
was taken for publicity purposes it's likely the court will dismiss the 
charge with a warning. Business picked up last week. 





Jay Jostyn, Mr. District Attorney of the airshow of that name, this week 
is sticking to type in assuming the role of the prosecuting attorney in the 
Westchester Playhouse (Mr. Kisco, N.Y.) presentation of “The Trial of 
Mary Dugan.” 





Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo and Galileo get credit for set design- 
ing when Bertolt Brecht’s “Galileo” preems tomorrow night (30) at the 
Coronet, Los Angeles. Drawings and paintings by trio serve as basis for 
slides which will be projected onstage to heighten setting illusions. In 
for three weeks, “Galileo” heads for Broadway after Los Angeles stand. 


BACKERS’ BEWAIL 


By J. S. SEIDMAN 


(Principal backer of “Brigadoon” and “Sweethearts”; also of Seidman & 
Seidman, certified public accountants, with statistical background in the 
show business, and others.) 

What can be done to shorten thet 
@dds on the intriguing but risky 
business of play backing? Last 
Season, putting money on the nose 
of the theatrical horse was a 5 to 1 
shot. That is to say, five shows laid 
a financial egg to one that paid off. 


As another legit season gets under 
Way, perhaps the best way to find 
out how the odds can be shortened 
is to determine why the odds today 
are so long. The No. 1 reason for the 
high rate of financial flops is the 
Poor quality of the play. Shakes- 
Peare warned a long time ago that 
“the play’s the thing.” Most of the 
shows die financially because they 
never come to life dramatically. 

Sizing up a play is a matter of 
judgment, and there is evidently 
& lot of bad judgment being ex- | 
€rcised about plays by producers, | 
directors, actors, and others respon- 
sible for launching a show. Either 
oa experts aren't expert, or else 
a are so hungry to be engaged 
ag they are short-sighted enough 
net take anything that comes along | 

Saydless of merit, Maybe there is 
no such thing as expertness in pick- 
Ing plays. 

Backers, too, are cuprits when 

€y put money in unworthy shows. 
oe all backers read scripts, or 
wed how to read scripts. They 

equently go in on faith in some- 
ing or someone, and judging from 




















the results, many of them probably 
wind up as non-believers. 

A good play is not the whole 
story. It’s only a sound foundation. 
On top of that come two other 
things that backers frequently over- 
look, to their grief. One is whether, 
as a matter of arithmetic, the show 
can make a profit. Costs have got- 
ten out of hand, so that even good 
shows may end up in the red. It 
takes about $50,000 to raise the cur- 
tain on a one-set, straight show, and 
the average musical has a struggle 
coming through under $200,000. That 
is the production cost. Operating 
costs have likewise soared, with the 
result that a show may be a smash 
theatrically but a dud financially. 
Many a show ran over a year and 
yet the backers did not come out 
with whole skin. 





will sometimes go down the drain 
because of technical or financial 
mismanagement. This pivots around 
the top dog of the enterprise—the 
producer. If a producer is green in 
the ways of theatre or of business, 
or if the producer lacks integrity, 
the play and the money in it are in 
jeopardy. The director, miscasting, 


fingers that put a play in production 
before all the money is up, have 


(Continued on page 54) 





He’s 46 years old, net. | 


Finally, an investment in a show | 


misuse of funds, or financial trigger | 


K.C. Honors Burke, Evans 


Kansas City, July 29. 

Billie Burke and Maurice Evans 
walked off with honors in the vot- 
, ing by the Playgoers League for the 
| best actress and best actor to ap- 
pear on the Kansas City boards last 
season. 
| Miss Burke won for her role in 
i “Accidentally Yours,” with 189 votes, 


! 
while Evans won for his work in | 


“Hamlet,” with 247 votes. 





Extra-Curricular 
‘Expenses Ruled 
Out for Equity 


No Equity expenditures shall be 
made hereafter except for union 
business, as outlined in the associa- 
tion’s constitution. Action taken by 
|} the union’s council early in the 

month is a reaction from the dona- 
| tion of $5,000 to the American Rep- 
ertory Theatre last season. That 
grant was made with the expectation 
| that ART would be enabled to rally 
from its financial impasse. The Rep 
| Outfit ended in the red for approxi- 
mately $330,000. 

It was Equity’s first gift of its kind 
and led to other outfits trying to 
make touches, but they were nixed. 
more recent request 
Experimental theatre was 
turned down. ET asked for $2,000 
to aid it in starting next season’s 
schedule. In rejecting the applica- 
tion Equity felt that it should con- 
serve its funds, especially at this 
time, in support of its policies and 
working conditions as there might 
be unusual expenses necessitated by 
the Taft-Hartley labor law. 


ET’s setup was held to have been 
theoretically okay but financial 
problems arose and it ended in the 
red. Each producing outfit or in- 
dividual who put en a show for ET 
was allocated a pro-rata share of 


| Similarly, a 
from 





tions. Those amounts 
posed to defray production expenses, 
and in the event that the show cost 


to have assumed the payment, but 
there were some differences about 
liquidating the deficits. 


theatre, N. Y., when and if it be- 
comes active again. House has been 
rented to a film exhibitor but no 
license could be obtained. 





‘Blossom,’ ‘Prince’ 


Forego '47-48 Tour, 
Ist Time in 15 Yrs. 


“Blossom Time” and “The Student 
Prince” wouldn't be toured in the fall 
the first time in 15 years the operet- 
tas may not go to the road. Proposal 
to skip 1947-48 is based on the theory 
that if withheld from out-of-towners 
for a season, the perennial musicals 
will be more welcome during 1948-49 
and an indefinitie number of sub- 
sequent seasons thereafter. 

Present idea is to send out several 
companies of former Broadway musi- 
cal hits which would play a two- 
show schedule in week stands, each 
attraction playing three days. 

“Time” and “Prince” have been 
toured seasonally by the Shuberts, 
casting, booking and other depart- 
ments being handled through the 
office of J. J. Shubert, who has 
specialized on the firm’s musicals 
and also supervised theatre opera- 
tion. Managers have a storehouse of 
costumes, settings, props and electri- 
cal apparatus, so road shows have 
been modest-cost attractions, making 
it possible to turn profits even with 
moderate grosses. Last season 
“Time” and “Prince” drew sur- 
prisingly big grosses, however. 








STONE-SLOANE BOW 
| ON COAST WITH ‘TOD’ 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Opening gun of the Coast produc- 
‘tion activities of Paula Stone and 
| Michael Sloane will be presentation 
of “Time 'n Tod”, a family comedy, 


‘at the Biltmore here Aug. 25. Film 
|thesps James Ellison and Rhonda 


Fleming already have been cast. 

Play is by Muriel Roy Bolton, 
mag and screenwriter, and is based 
ion a series of magazine stories. 
Producers expect to give “Tod” a 
_pre-Los Angeles tryout, probably in 
| Santa Barbara, and take it east after 
| local bow. 


money obtained by ticket subscrip- | 
were sup- | 


more, each presenter was supposed ! 


ET may again use the old Princess || “jobbing,” 


‘Showmen Continue 


to Be Adamant 


Vs. Equity Stand on Negro Segregation 


between come 





N. Y. Stock Troupe 


Continuing Uncertain 


| 
| Whether stock will resume at the 
| City Center, N. Y., is uncertain, the 
| professional group known as_ the 
| Committee of 12 having been unable 
| to put on a play to follow “Rip Van 
| Winkle.” which closed Saturday 
| (26). All efforts to get a show failed 
It was hoped that one of the 
|!summer stock companies could be 
|attracted as a topgap, but plays 
in the strawhats with names were 


committed to those spots. 
Although the outfit used its bank- 
roll of $12,000 on “Rip,” more money 


| became available. Around $8,000 
|came from a _ Westport backer. 
| First week of “Rip” was un- 


der $5,000 and the second was re- 
ported less than $3,000. That despite 
i the fact that an advance sale for the 
second week was around $2,000. Lat- 
ter item encouraged the group to 
keep “Rip” a second week, but it was 
realized later that had it folded on 
the first Saturday ‘July 19) the 
venture could have evaded going 
further into the red. 


“Jebbg Actors 
A New Headache 








Flop of open air operetta at At- 
|lanta has given Equity a_ bigger 
| headache than was thought possible 


| from all the other summer ventures. | 
|Salary claims of approximately 60 | 
actors are virtually sure, they hav- | 


ing been under contract for musicals 
| scheduled for the Georgia amphi- 
|theatre during six weeks which have 
| been cancelled. 

Between eight and 10 players were 

engaged for each operetta, that type 
of stock engagement being known as 
with actors 
| from one open air troupe to another 
every. week or two. They are, of 
course, in addition to the permanent 
cast engaged for the season. 

Actors contend that they have a 
proper claim for pay, regardless of 
the enforced cancellations, since 
they could have secured other jobs. 
However, Equity has not found a 
method whereby its jobbing mem- 
bers can be fully protected, unless 
a prohibitive amount of salary 
guarantee money was posted, If that 
were required for the Atlanta sea- 
son, the amount might approximate 
$100,000, an item that would likely 
stop any operetta season before it 
started. 

Locally engaged choruses are as- 
sured of being paid in some instances 
but that did not apply at Atlanta. 
Hereafter operetta managements 
may be required to post money for 
the ensemble people, with the latter 
becoming members of Chorus Equity. 








‘Lost Colony’ Stalled 
By $75,000 Fire 


Charlotte N. C., July 29. 
The symphonic drama, “The Lost 
Colony,” being presented at the 
Waterside theatre at Fort Raleigh, 


$75,000 damage last week (24), ne- 
cessitating cancellation of engage- 
ments until necessary repairs can be 
made. 

The fire originated in the prop 
room during the afternoon. Firemen, 
aided by citizens and members of 
the production staff, localized the 
flames in about an hour. 

“Colony,” written by Paul Green, 
is the historic story of the first Eng- 
lish settlers in America. 





New Westport Project 
Westport, Conn., July 29. 
Informal tryout of a new play, 
“Painted Wagon,” by Philip Huston 
‘and Elisabeth Goodyear, opened new | 
| White Barn theatre on the estate of | 





‘Lucille Lortel here Sunday 
Miss Lortel, former actress and a | 
backer of Alexander Kirkland’s | 


Ridgefield Playhouse, near here, has 
started this new project as a facility 
| to show new plays to potential back- , 
| ers. 





+ First negotiations 


Of Atlanta Flop 


traveling | 


N. C., was interrupted by fire doing | 


mittees representing the League of 
| New York Theatres and Equity was 
| held at the latter’s suggestion last 
Friday (25) for the purpose of ex- 
tending the basic agreement between 
the actors and managers. Discussions 


progressed prior to and after a 
luncheon at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
and, as expected, the showmen were 
adamant against Equity’s stand on 
Negro segregation at the National 
theatre, Washington 

Equity believes its stand against 
segregation would not constitute a 
boycott but there was some _ indi- 
cation that it might consider by- 


passing the issue for the season of 
1947-48, although it will be up to its 
council to green-light that move. 
| Equity recently reiterated its “warn- 
ing’ that members would not play 
the capital after the end of next 
season if the color-line was. still 
present. President Truman's com- 
ments on civil liberties were quoted 


and “it is not too much to expect 
reinforcements ... from the White 
House.” 


Managerial attitude was clearly 
stated—that it was proper for Equity 
to tell actors what the conditions 
| shall be back of the curtain line 
but if the actors insisted upon telling 
| the managers who they shall admit 
|to theatres, the issue would be 
| sharply contested, since it was a 
| community matter, not a _ union’s 
prerogative. It was known in ad- 
| vance that the managers would re- 
| sist the Equity idea but the actors 
| had not been “officially” told so. 
No other radical changes in the 
agreement were broached, indicating 
| that the~present minimum will re- 
|main. However, a session between 
the League, Equity and its Chorus 
junit, which is seeking a boost, is 
‘slated for tomorrow (31). When the 
| chorus branch announced its ideas 
about increases, based on the time 
and money required to develop 
and singers, it was ex- 
| plained that a demand upon the 
managers might depend upon 
whether Equity would seek a tilt. 
, Chorus will ask for more, regard- 
|less of whether the parent union 
'does or not. 

Paul Dullzell, executive secretary 
|'of the actors union, was rot pres- 
ent, being indisposed and under doc- 
tor’s orders. Present for the actors 
| were Cornelia Otis Skinner, Ruth 
| Richmond, Alfred Harding, Frederic 
Tozere, Clay Clement, Angus Dun- 
can, Paul N. Turner and Rebecca 
Brownstein, the latter pair being 
Equity’s lawyers. For the managers: 
Brock Pemberton, president of the 
League; Lee Shubert, Max Gordon, 
Lawrence Langner and James F. 
Reilly, League’s executive secretary, 


Festival Director 
Denied Injunction 
Vs. ‘Medium’ Singer 


Recent N. Y. supreme court suit of 
Mrs. Rosamond Chapin, director of 
the opera and baliet department of 
Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Lee, 
Mass., to enjoin Marie Powers from 


carrying on her musical chores with 
“The Medium” at the Barrymore, 
| N. Y., met with rebuff last week 
; when Justice Edward Lumbard de- 
‘nied her motion for an injunction. 
,Under a March contract with Mrs. 
Chapin, Miss Powers had agreed to 
| appear in two performances of “Tris- 
' tan and Isolde” at the Festival, but is 
unable to do so due to a run-of-the- 
, play agreement with “The Medium” 
| producers. 


Court held that subsequent to the 
| pact entered into with Mrs. Chapin, 
Miss Powers secured a two-week en- 
gagement in “The Medium” on April 
12, 1947, with the plaintiff's knowl- 
edge. The opera exceeded all ex- 


| dancers 








| pectations as to boxoffice appeal, and 


as a result the defendant continues 
to perform the lead role at a $350 
weekly salary. On the other hand, 


| Lumbard pointed out, Miss Powers 


received no extraordinary billing in 
advertising for the forthcoming 
“Tristan” and her contract called for 


(27), | only $50 and expenses for each of 


the two performances. 

Lumbard’s opinion stated, further- 
more, that Mrs, Chapin “had knowl- 
edge as early as June 25 of the 
probability that the defendant would 


|not perform for her.” She failed to 

Canada Lee, Clifford Dunston and | show sufficient diligence in attempts 
Huston took principal roles in initial | to replace the defendant, the court 
presentation. | added. 
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Hit by Heavy Rains, Pitt Operetta 


Season Will Likely Be 1006 in Red 


Pittsburgh July 29. 
Rainiest summer in years will 
probably result in plenty of red this 


season for Pittsburgh’s Civic Light | 


Opera Assn. Present indications are 
that when nine-week series comes 
to a close on Saturday night (2), 
loss will be well over $100,000 
That'll come out of the pockets of 
Kaufmann’s department store, which 
is angeling the venture for the sec- 
ond straight season. 

A year ago Kaufmann’s put up 
$50,000 to get the al fr®sco enterprise 
going but lost only a few thousand 
dollars. Whether they will angel 
again in 1948 couldn’t be learned, but 
it’s known that if store doesn’t, ef- 
forts will be made by City Council- 
man A. L. Wolk, who has fathered 
the outdoor productions, to line up 
a flock of guarantors to insure its 
continuance. Five performances have 
been rained out altogether already, 
and several more have played to 
practically no business because of 
cold weather and rains just preced- 
ing company time. Those nights 


{the local production of “Naughty 
| Marietta” the week of Aug. 16. Den- 
nis Carroll, first tenor in “New 
Moon,’ which opened the season 
| here, will return to sing the male 
| lead. 


| Two pop. concerts, featuring 
|Abram Chasins and Thomas L. 
|Thomas with a 62-piece orchestra 
conducted by Fabien Sevitzky, each 
drew audiences in excess of 5,000 to 
the series at the Butler Bowl last 
week. 
Bucks County’s $6,200 
New Hope, Pa., July 29. 

Bucks County Playhouse turned 
in top gross of season last week with 
|\“State of Union,” estimated $6,200. 
|'Topped previous. stanza’s “Dear 
| Ruth,” sans stars, by few dollars. 

Deiuxe 476-seater on Delaware 
| River hangs out SRO sign by open- 
ing night of each week, generally 
'selling out everything but few Sat- 
| urday matinee ducats a full week in 
-@dvance. Small variance in gross 





have represented the difference be- | que only to number of standees sold 


tween profit and loss. 


And It Ain’t All Hay 
Abingdon, Va., July 29. 





toes, or other produce, serves in 
lieu of the price of admission at the 
boxoffice of the Barter theatre, 
strawhat’s managemenf points out. 
While produce was accepted from 
some patrons in depression days 
when the theatre was founded, very 
few observe the practice today. 
Then, too, there’s the federal amuse- 
ment tax which calls for cash instead 
of cabbage. 

One of the largest Strawhat Equity 
companies outside New York, Barter 
theatre has no apprentice school but 
is partially subsidized by the State 
of Virginia, which makes it an out- 
right annual grant of $10,000. Or- 
ganization also is a permanent 
repertory company which, besides 
playing four summer months in 
Abingdon, also tours with two 
groups throughout the state and ad- 
jacent areas for another five months. 
They then spend the following two 
months on the road through the 
south and southeast. 





25G Central City Loss 
Central City, Colo., July 29. 
With 750 seats, a top on opening 
night of $5, rest of time $3.50, the 
play festival at the 69-year-old 
opera house, packed it to $71,000 
plus tax in 25 shows. “Martha” and 
“Fidelio” were presented in alter- 
nate performances. The gross was 
$25,000 short of the cost, with the 
loss being underwritten by state 
citizens. i . 
Idle for a week, the opera house 
will open Saturday (2) for a three- 
week run of “Harvey,” with Frank 
Fay and the Chicago cast. Top is 
$7.50 for the opening night, $4.50 
rest of time. 





Wellesley’: OK SeaSon 
Wellesley, Mass., July 29. 

Underway since July 15, Wellesley 
College’s summer theatre racked up 
fair business with Jane Cowl in 
“First Mrs. Fraser” as the opener, 
followed by Richard Arlen in “State 
of the Union.” With a house 
capacity of 1,370, inaugural show 
drew an average of 800 customers 
for five performances while “Union” 
improved to an average of 900 at 
90c-$2.10 scale. 

Currently, Joyce Van Patten is 
starring in “Dear Ruth” while Buddy 
Ebsen follows Aug. 4 in “The Male 
Animal.” Operated as part of the 
college’s summer theatre school, 19 
students appeared in “Union” in 
various roles. Staff is headed by 
Eldon Winkler as executive director 
while resident company includes 
some six thespers. 





‘Jean’-Sidney Nice 12G 
Atlantic City, July 29. 
“Joan of Lorraine,” 
Sidney, grossed a nice $12,000 here 
last week in. the. Auditorium on the 
boardwalk. This is in contrast to 
opening show, “Dear Ruth” which 
returned a satisfactory $8,500. 
“Anna Lucasta” opened last night 
with some of N. Y. cast. “I Remem- 
ber Mama,” with Mady Christians 
in her top original spot, due in 
Aug. 4. 





Fellows as Indpls. ‘Marietta’ 
Indianapolis, July 29. 
J. Charles,.Gilbert, general..man- 
ager of the Indianapolis centennial 
season, has announced that Edith 
Fellows will sing the title role in 


with Sylvia | 


and seats placed in elastic box. 


Theron Bamberger and Richard 
Skinner have held price level down 


ito $2.40 nightly, except Friday and 
It’s not true that a sack of pota- | Saturdays, 


when it hikes to $3. 


| Matinee top is $1.80. Airconditioned 


strawhatter one of the clicks of the 
circuit in sharp contrast to other 
local houses. Season here last 15 
weeks through Sept. 20. Trade large- 
ly Philly and local. 





Strawhat Jottings 


“Amphitryon 38” shows at Bass 
Rocks . theatre, Gloucester, Mass., 
Aug. 5-9... . “Trial Honeymoon,” 
new comedy by Conrad Smith, gets 
a repeat week at Greenbush Summer 
theatre, Blauvelt, N. Y., Aug. 5-10. 
. .. The Bar Harbor Playhouse, Bar 
Harbor, Me., presented Elissa Landi 
in “Theatre,” Aug. 4-9. ... 

Jane Cowl starring this week in 
“The First Mrs. Fraser” at Berk- 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 
... Bela Lugosi in “Arsenic and Old 
Lace,” instead of “Dracula,” at Spa 
summer theatre, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., next week, Aug. 5-10...Rich- 
ard Kendrik playing lead opposite 





Juliet” at Spa theatre, this week... 

“Coquette” is this week’s attrac- 
tion at the Sail Loft theatre, Ger- 
mantown, N. Y., with Dortha Duck- 
worth and Norman Cordon featured 
... Dorset, Vt., Playhouse has “Kind 
Lady” Friday-Saturday (Aug. 1 and 
2), under the direction of Paul Ste- 
phenson . . . Malden Bridge, N. Y., 
“Playhouse presents A. J. Cronin’s 
Jupiter Laughs,’ Wednesday through 
Sunday (July 30-Aug. 2), with Nick 
Reichardt and Pat Kennell heading 
cast. 


Judith Jeffreys has femme lead in 
“Barretts of Wimpole Street” at the 
Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va., Aug. 
4-5... Martha Sleeper plays ‘Regina’ 
in “The Little Foxes” next week at 
Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y...Post-subscription season of 
four weeks starts Aug. 11 at West- 
‘port Country Playhouse, Westport, 
Conn. and includes two tryouts... 
|Plays are Richard Carlson’s “The 
|Skull Beneath the Skin,” slated for 
|test week Aug. 25, with Fay Bainter 
'in lead role, while week of Sept. 1 
|has been reserved for the Theatre 
/Guild, which may assay either “The 
‘Death of a Rat” or last season’s Lon- 
don success, “No Room at the Inn” 
'..."Pursuit of Happiness,” with 
| Freddie Bartholomew, grossed an 
‘estimated $4,500 in eight perform- 
ances at Spa_ theatre, Saratoga, 

. Y...Miriam Hopkins, trouping in 
“There’s Always Juliet,” played to 
practical capacity last week at 490- 
seat Brattle Hall, Cambridge, Mass., 
‘garnering $4,300 with scale $1.80 
| weekdays, $2.40 Fridays, Saturdays 

...Roger Pryor set in “Goodbye 
| Again,” starting Aug. 4 at Finger 
| Lakes Drama_ Festival, Ithaca, 
|N. Y...Dane Clark makes his lone 
| eastern strawhat appearance of the 
season, opening Monday (4) at 
Princéton, N. J., Drama Festival in 
“One Sunday Afternoon”...He 
wound up Coast hayloft stint at 
Laguna Beach Sunday (27) in “Mice 
and Men” 

Ruth Hussey and Kent Smith por- 
traving Molnar’s “The Guardsman” 
this week at La Jolla, Cal., play- 
house...“Arms and the Man” starts 
Newport, R. I. Casino’s seventh 
week of the season on Aug. 4... 
“Show-Off” slated to tee off same 
day at Bennington, Vt., Drama Fes- 
tival...Luise Rainer starring in 
“Joan of Lorraine” this week at 








Miriam Hopkins in “There’s Always, 











| MAREK WINDHEIM 
Now Appearing as “Ali Hakim” 
(The Peddler) in The Theatre Guild 








Production of “Oklahoma!,’’ at 
Drury Lane Theatre, London. 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.... 


“The Arbitration,” an old domestic 


Greek farce, preemed yesterday 
(Tues.) at Putnam County Play- 
house, Mahopac, N. Y....Richard 
Arlen has lead in “State of the 


Union” week of Aug. 18 with South 
Shore Players, Cohasset, Mass.... 
Jean Parker doing “Dream Girl” at 
Bar Harbor, Me., Playhouse this 
week.. .“Shape of Things,” new mu- 
sical revue, teed off for tryout at 
John Drew theatre, East Hampton, 
L. I, Monday (28)...“Home of the 
Brave” current offering at Port 
Players, Oconomowoc, Wis....“No 
Exit” started week’s run at Univer- 
sity’ Playhouse, Mashpee, Mass., 
Monday (28)...John Baragrey and 
Muriel Hutchison co-starring in 
“State of the Union” at Lakewood, 
Me., theatre this week...Edith King 
has lead role in “The Primrose 
Path,” which opened last night 
(Tues.) at Woodstock, N. Y., Play- 
house...“Whiteoaks” current bill 
with Ben Sweet’s Old Fort Players, 
Charlestown, N. H... Freddie Bar- 
tholomew slated for lead in “Char- 
ley’s Aunt” at.Sail Loft theatre, 
Germantown, N. Y., starting Aug. 5 
...Norman Cordon, Metopera basso, 
appearing at same spot this week 
in “Coquette”...Gloria Swanson’s 
“Goose for the Gander” troupe moved 
to Priscilla Beach theatre, Plymouth, 
Mass., for week's stand starting 
Monday (28)... Same strawhat 
preems new comedy, “A Message for 
Charon,” on Aug.e4...In late season 
preem, Southbury, Conn., Playhouse 
teed off Monday (28), with Jack 
Quinn handling productional. reins 
...Jean Platt has lead in “Johnny 
Belinda” at Theatre-in-the-Dale this 
week at New Milford, Conn. 


Theatre Need 


Continued from page 1 


or produce a number of shows from 
abroad. 


Several musicals slated for the 
boards are reported having bankroll 
trouble. That could mean that 
there’s a shortage of angels, espe- 
cially those who do not think they 
got a fair run for their money and 
are therefore hesitant about further 
investment. Some think the finances, 
as handled by producers in the past 
two seasons, was “peculiar,” al- 
though, to date, there have been no 
actual charges of dishonesty. 


One tuner, which was known to 
have’ registered goodly grosses, 
finished up in the red, with none 
of the production nut recaptured. 
It was figured the operating profits 
were used to pay off the general 
partners’ share of the over-budgeted 
attraction. Another scored a run 
on Broadway, and many weeks the 
grosses were big, business on tour 
| being generally profitable, too, but 
the. backers got only two-thirds of 
| the money they invested. They don’t 
understand it all, since the show 
was not costly to operate. 


Originally Cost 90G 





cost $90,000, which included a “call” 
for additional money from the back- 
ers, but the final statement showed 
a nut of $123,000. They are trying 
to find out whether the extra $33,000 
was put into the show by the gen- 


— 


eral partners themselves cor was 
made up by applying operating 
profits. Part of the added cost was 


said to have been accounted for by 
extraneous operating expenses 
| which, however, were eliminated. 
If it can be shown .that operating 
profits were used as believed, the 
backers will demand their share of 
the overage amount. Conceded that 








Originally the latter’s production | 





As a title, “Strawberries in Janu- 
ary” carries the implication of a hot- 
| house product; as a play, similar 
comment applies. In brief, while 
production is okay for strawhat fare, 
indications are that it will require 
| considerable cultivation to elevate it 
|to a competing level with Gotham’s 
| hardy perennials. Broadway’s aisle- 
| sitting horticulturists would probably 
jrate it among the theatrical efforts 
| that bloom in the summer, and 
| bloomer in the fall. ’ 





it is based on two faise premises. 
First is an attempt to make shock- 
ing the fact that a society girl has 
turned Powers model and has her 
likeness in a national mag for her 
figure draped only in the towel she’s 
advertising. With society femmes 
breaking their necks nowadays to 
land just such assignments, the 
“shocking” angle fails to hold water. 


Second item intended to produce 
tongue-wagging is fact that a tiffing 
couple, on the verge of divorce, still 
live under the samé roof. Inasmuch 
as they’re still married, this is hardly 
|a morsel for gossip. Balance of plot 
|introduced the predatory femme 
friend who has always had a yen for 
the- husband, and the male charmer 
who had been the _wife’s earlier 
flame. These two provide the neces- 
| sary situation for the curtain recon- 
ciliation of the scrapping married 
duo. 

Writing shows ability to produce 
logical, if not sparkling, dialog; also, 
to carry plot thread along on a con- 
sistent plane. Scripting is weak, 
however, on producing any special 
punch in lines or situations. 

Constance Dowling gives a neat 
measure of glamour to the model 
role. Her expressive features com- 
bine with an attractive chassis to 
make her part credible. Paul Ham- 
mond plays the husband in a not- 
too-explosive manner. Virginia Mad- 
docks and Dennis Allen are the re- 
spective romantic threats to the 
marital setup; Lelah Tyler and O. 
Talbert-Hewitt handle mother-father 
roles okay, and Justine Wayne adds 
a satisfactory bit as a maid, 

Tryout has been given a good 
production break, being background- 
ed by a nicely designed living room 
set. Staging has maintained a fairly 
interesting pace but has injected a 
burlesque fight scene that is as out 
of place as the fractured finger one 
of the participants received at Thurs- 
day’s performance. Bone, 





So Small a Worm 
Clinton, Conn., July 25. 


Samuel Wasserman production of com- 
edy in three acts, six scenes, by Richard 





“So Small a Worm” is reminiscent 
of ‘the bridal adage, “something 
old, something new, something bor- 
| rowed, something blue.” The old por- 
| tion pertains to the familiar theme of 





‘the divorced couple whose intrinsic | 
|love brings them together again for | 


| the fadeout; the new angle is a com- 


| bination flashback-fantasy unfolding 
of the plot; the borrowed element 
|refers to could-be excerpts from 
|““Private Lives” and a reversed sex 
“Design for Living”; and the blue 
/includes a dialog tidbit designating 
| post-midnight cohabitation ds “the 
| two o'clock jump.” The sum total of 
}all this rates the production only a 
_B on the summer tryout report card. 
Impression is given that author 
_Was in such a hurry to see his play 
on a stage that he overlooked the 
item of thorough preparation. Char- 
acters are left unidentified and sur- 





office expenses and salaries for the 
managerial staff are legitimate, al- 
though in some instances such items 
may be regarded as exorbitant. 


First major musical for the new 
season is Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
“Allegro,” it being scheduled for the 
_Majestic in mid-autumn by the 
| Theatre Guild. Also in rehearsal is 
‘We Love a Lassie,” being readied 
iby the Shuberts, play being first 
|known as “The Scudievaigs,” third 
show readying being “The Magic 
Touch.” Latter, from a new inde- 
pendent, is due in first. 








Major fault with the script is that | 


Maloy. Stars Anton Dolin; directed by Carl 
Shain; settings by John’ Blankenchip. 
Opened at Clinton Playhouse, Clinton, 
Conn., July 21, ’47; $2.88 top. 

Mit VPitaGeralds. cavecscvsvces Ellen Andrews 
Pat Fitzgerald.....cccceceese--- Anton Dolin 
Linda Priamerala. ocesccccees Dorothy Steele 
Ted Heath...... eceboccccccesss John Heath 
is Serre. re ecccccceees-.Carol Hughes 
Bartender......+. eoccccccoes- vaseph Silver 
Gentleman........ eeccescess Frank Hoadley 
CSOMCIGM—AN’S Gitl. .ccodeses occas Ruth Elliott 
Rachel Robinson.........Madeleine Holmes 
Mra. JoNNsOn. ..6+. cece, Katheryn Cameron | 
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Strawhat Reviews 





Strawberries in January meow that — wend probing are 
pe ‘/merely scratched. rether or. not 
Guilford, Conn., July 24. | such probing wouldl unearth pay- 

Lewis Harmon production of comedy in| dirt is a matter of some doubt 

three acts by Charlotte Buchwald. Stars Story concerns Pat Fit y 
Constance Dowling; directed by Robert hi ¢ ; Ss: itzgerald and 
Champlain; setting, Robert Gundlach, Is two wives; Kit, the former, and 
Opened at Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, | Linda, the present. The housing situ. 
Conn., July 21, "47; $2,88 top. en ation has forced Pat and Linda to 
-vony dial © GE hae *ustelah ‘Tyler | ive in isit's apartment, with the ex. 
Iris. RoaTir. 1.06 scvcee. Virginia Maddocks | Mrs. Pat herself as housekeeper, An 
AG ssc oe iv yas ss eeemageed Bailey Madison | @xcursion into fantasy, via a char- 

Christina Thorndike..... Constance Dowling | acter representing Kit’s consci 
ata Ad nyt gaan ae Fa ce iewitt | points out to her the mistakes she 
Cyrus Sloane. .ccccrccdees O. Talbert-Hewitt | fo - ae 7 Ss sne 
Rotewt Carville ies aksiceseehs Dennis Allen | has made that caused her maritial 


breakup. When Kit employs new 
tactics, the setup becomes untenable 
;to Linda. who moves out. leaving 
the ex-mates to get together again 

Anton Dolin is the male between 
two females. Except for the bad 
feature of looking out at his audi- 
ence too frequently, he turns in a 
smooth job. Ellen Andrews works 
hard on the Kit role and makes the 
character a fairly pleasing one. Do- 
rothy Steele’s Linda is smart in ap- 
pearanace and polished in delivery, 
Carol Hughes plays the conscience 
with rollicking appeal. 

Staging has been handled credita- 
bly in view of numerous transitions 
| that occur. Settings, an apartment 
| living room and an abbreviated bar 
inset, fill script requirements okay, 

Bone, 








Play Out of Town 








Promised Valley 
Salt Lake City, July 21. 


Utah Centennial Commission production 
of musical play in two acts and nine 
scenes. Directed by C. Lowell Lees. Book 
and lyrics, Arnold Sundgaard; music, Crawe 
ford Gates; dances, Helen Tamiris; music 
direction, Jay Blackton. At University of 


Utah Stadium, Salt Like City, July 21, '47; 
$3 «top. 


Pewee CUCIOP) vacccecigsececd Alfred Drake 


Celia Faraday Cutler.......Jet MacDonald 
Jimma Faraday........ Lila Kecles Brimhall 
Caleb Faraday............+--.-ROss Dalton 
Kennelly Parsons.........-. Ross B. Ramsey 
PN 856 066500K 0b 0 Paks GOs 0a ibaa Gordon Low 
IOPONEG boven cdecveséssee sete W. Netlan 
Bishop Quimby Leighton..... Louis Mallory 
SOMIS, TLOMBB 6 0 ics eede Robert Hyde Wilson 
Grother Zarabel.............Stanley Russon 
MEUGUMOP Wits 50h s 2 ccceees Wayne Richards 
Col. John Broderick........ John Nicolaysen 
RNG 6 o606s 6. 45-04,0046600600.08 Richard Davies 
Parson's Sons: Alden Richards, David More 
gan, Royal Nielson, Robert Critchlow, 
Stephen Olsen, William McConahay, 
Michael Thomas 
ERGIRS  PINOONG 6.6550 Sc cese sexes Nelle Fisher 
fo ge a rere Barton Mumaw 


Mrs. 





A pretentious stage production hits 
the bull’s eye in “Promised Valley,” 
preemed at the University of Utah 
stadium. Opus is the highlight of the 
Utah Centennial celebration and 
deals with the trek of the early Mor- 
mon pioneers to the Salt Lake valley, 

Arnold Sundgaard’s book makes a 
sturdy effort at maintaining histori- 
cal authenticity, but .his reverence 
for the topic works to the detriment 
of the dramatic values needed to 
make a play of this sort a solid click. 
If not for the sensational job done 
by Helen Tamiris in arranging 
dances that bring a’ spark of bright 
light to somewhat dull sessions, and 
the sock performance of star Alfred 
Drake, “Promised Valley” would sink 
into a tale told with too many words, 

Story concerns Jed Cutler and his 
wife, members of the original Mor- 
mon pioneer band, and their tribula- 
tions in getting to Salt Lake. Thin as 
the plot is, it would suffice were it 
not for the over-emphasis placed in 
the too-long first act on a careful 
recapitulation of the various per- 
secutions of the Mormons prior to 
| their departure from Illinois. 

Drake brings life to his interpre- 
tation of Jed. His voice is solid, he 
reads lines with authority and his 
stage presence dominates the cast of 
| 150. Jet MacDonald, as Jed’s wife, 
shows a pleasing voice but lacks 
skill as an actress. Outstanding in 
support is Ross B. Ramsey, in a com- 
edy role. Ramsey throws in a much- 
needed light touch, and clicks solidly 
| with “The Shirt Song” and “Cushion 
Seat,” two songs for laughs. 

But the major share of the ap- 
plause goes to Miss Tamiris, Barton 
Mumaw, Nelle Fisher and the 
dancers. Miss Tamiris brings action 
and vitality to “Valley” with her 
dance group, and supplies movement 
that is too frequently lacking in C. 
Lowell Lees’ direction. The Indian 
Dance in the second act is the hit of 
the show, and Mumaw brings the 
heaviest round of hand-clapping. , 

Music by Crawford Gates doesn’t 
-have the zing of a production like 
“Oklahoma!,” but, considering the 
/more-or-less specialized appeal ° 
the drama, it does a good job. None 
of the songs rings a bell that prom- 
ises national popular favor. : 

Lees found difficulty in handling 
a large cast on a four-level outdoo! 
stage. This is particularly noticeable 
when he tries to get more than 

eople to exit without making it look 
ike a parade. No curtain is used. 
;On opening night the sound system 
| was snafued, and the audience Sue 
‘tered from a humming loudspeaket 
' and occasional feedbacks. t 
“Valley” is good, in its way, bu 
| before it could be considered fo! ; 
‘successful run in N. Y. or any othe 
[city outside of Utah, it will take 
(lenty of revision. In Salt Lake City 
it faces a financial problem in tryins 
| to get over a close to $200,000 ~ = 
'18 performances. Bert. 
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LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1947 





Harvey, With Stewart, Again SRO 
At $19,000 on B’way, Mister’ Up 56 
To 206 in New Spot, ‘Laura’ Exiting 


If Broadway is to snap out of the 
summer slump, that should be in- 


dicated after this week. “Harvey” 
sold out again. “Call Me Mister 
was encouraged by considerably bet- 
ter business in its new location, re- 
vue going up around $5,000. 

“laura,” which failed to catch on, 
will bow out this week, it being 
heavy stuff for summer; other low- 
grossers may follow suit. Three new | 
shows are in rehearsal and at least | 
one more will be added to that list 
next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (26th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). With tak- 
ings around $12,500, some profit for 
show and house is indicated; should 
improve. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(63d week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Perhaps 
no new musical during 1947-48 will 
par with this smash; bit under ca- 
pacity figures for first time last week 
but got well over $44,000. 

Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (78th 
week) (C-993; $4.90). Again around 
$15,500 for stayer, which should 
play well into new season; Paul 
Douglas back in cast. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (20th week) 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Takings around 
$42,500, capacity virtually all — 
advance sale picked up in past week 
or two. 

“Call Me Mister,” Majestic (67th 
week) (M-1,659; $4.80). First week 
in new spot (moved from National) 
saw improvement, and tickets are 
on sale into September; $20,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th St. (29th 
week) (C-920; $6). Teamed with 
“Brigadoon” as most popular of last 
season’s musicals; — capacity 
with a count of $42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(39th week) (CD-1,160;. $4.80). Fig- 
ured to improve with the advent of 





August; slightly improved; around 
$17,000 irdicated. 
“Harvey,” 48th St. (143d week) 


(C-920; $4.20). Selling out, and the 
count last week was well over $19,- 
000; biggest turnaway at last 
Wednesday’s (23) matinee; James 
Stewart the magnet. 

“Icetime of 1948,” Center (9th 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Pop-price 
iceskating revue in big house again 
@ summer feature and prospering; 
bit off; $38,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(25th week) (C-979; $4.80). Still 
hasn’t recovered from sharp drop 
early in month but should come 
back; dipped under $12,000. 

“Laura,” Cort (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Final and fifth week; came in at 
start of high temperatures; low 

_ Zrosses, no picture rights, has played 
road, so to the storehouse. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (224th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Record 
musical can make money at grosses 
with which few other tuners can 
ope ate successfully; around $21,500 
again. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (89th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80) Some im- 
provement last week, when gross 
was quoted around $12,000; “How I 
Wonder” follows in fall. 

“The Medium,” and “The Tele- 
Phone,” Barrymore (13th week) (M- 
1,064; $4.20). Operatic playlets do- 
ing well enough considering the hot- 


up slightly, the gross again approxi- 

mating $7,000; “Professor White” 

due here in the fall. : 
“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 

(13th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). Pub- 

licity stunts evidently helping; tak- 

ings claimed to have gotten $7,000. 

REVIVALS 


“Burlesque,” Belasco (3lst week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Has played much 
longer than expected; down under 
$10,000; must improve to keep go- 
ing. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (27th 
week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Hoping for 
an upturn; pace considerably off 


through month; $17,000 approxi- 
mated. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
“J Remember Mama,” Windsor, 
Bronx; 
“Deep Are the Roots,” Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. 





‘LA. PURCHASE’ 5126; 
‘SKIN’ SRO 66 IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Hefty “Louisiana Purchase” and 
“The Skin of Our Teeth” grosses 
sparked iast week’s legit biz in L. A. 
Latter, in first full week of move- 
over, continued to draw capacity 
audiences. “Purchase,” in the sec- 
ond week of its stand, moved a notch 
higher and jockeyed for a chance to 
set a new Civic Light Opera Assn. 
record, 

Newcomers, “Blossom Time” and 
“Patience,” second offerings of the 
Greek Theatre and American Savoy 
Comic Opera Co., respectively, failed 
to live up to expectations. 

Pelican Productions world preems 
its second offering, Bertolt Brecht’s 
“Galileo,” with Charles .Laughton 
starred, at the Coronet tomorrow 
(30). Advance already has sold the 
house out for the first several days. 


Estimates for Last Weék 


“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(266th week) (1,142; $2.40). As 
usual, $17,000 and no empty seats. 

“Blossom Time,” Greek theatre 
(Ist week) (4,419; $3.60). . Second 
offering fell below initialer, “Rose 
Marie,” in first frame for fair $31,000. 

“Louisiana Purchase,” Philhar- 
monic Aud (2nd week) (2,670; $4.80). 
Building steadily and shooting for 
record. Second frame hgt $51,500. 

“Patience,” El Patio (solo week) 
(794; $2.40). Gilbert & Sullivan 
lovers purposely staying away, 
others disinterested. Poor $3,300. 

“The Skin of Our Teeth,” Las Pal- 
mas (lst week) (388; $2.50). Every 
performance jampacked on first full 
week of moveover. Capacity $6,000 
caused announcement of extended 
ren and postponement of scheduled 

our, 


‘Musketeers’ Strong 
$31,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, July 29. 
“The Three Musketeers,” starring 
John Tyers, Martha Errole and Jack 
Goode, concluded its third and final 
week (26) at the 1,776-seat Curran 
with strong $31,000. The Curran will 
be dark until Monday (4), when 








weather going and expected to make 
a run of it; around $13,000. 

“Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(172d week) (C-939; $3.60). Picked 
}_——__—_____ —_—_________ 
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EUSTIS 


‘THE ORIGINAL “NANCY” 
iN ‘ANGEL STREET’ ’ 
In Another London Hit 


“PINK STRING and 
SEALING WAX” 


re-Broadway 
JOHN DREW THEATRE 
East Hampton, L. |. 


(Week Aug. 4-9) 
LExingtom 2-1100 














“Louisiana Purchase” opens there 
with William Gaxton, Vera Zorina 
and Victor Moore. 

“I Remember Mama,” with Char- 
lotte Greenwood and Kurt Katch, 
opened at the 1,550-seat Geary.Mon- 
day (28). 


‘Hit Deck’ 156, Memphis 


f Memphis, July 29. 
“Hit the Deck” grabbed a nift 
$15,000 the past week as fourt 
Memphis Open Air Theatre produc- 
tion of the summer. 

_ Special nod went to Jack Williams, 
singing hoofer late of “Barefoot Boy 
With heek,” who flew to Memphis 
to pinch-hit in male lead subbing for 
Lee Dixon, the film and stage comic, 
who collapsed from heat prostration 
in the midst of rehearsals. Press also 
had praise for balance of principals, 
including Evelyn Wyckoff, Lulu 
Bates, Helene Maye, Kent Williams, 
Gene Roper and Charles Hamilton. 

“Martha,” first venture into grand 
opera for Overton Park outfit, 
opened last night (28) with Rose- 
|marie Brancato, Charles Yearsiey, 
Rosalind Nadell, Romolo De Spirito 
and William Wilderman. 


‘Claudia’ 10G, Detroit 


Detroit, July 29. 

“Claudia,” starring Kim Hunter 
}and John Craven, drew $10,000 on 
| the first of its two-week run in 
‘Music Hall. “Claudia” played nine 
| performances at a $2.50 top in the 
| 1,800-seat Music Hall. 

| Claire Trevor and Jose 











Ferrer 
| open in “Goodbye Again” at the 
‘Music Hall on Aug. 6. 


SOLID 606 FOR ‘VALLEY, 
UTAH CENTENNIAL SEOW 


Salt Lake City, July 29. 
“Promised Valley,” the Utah Cen- 
tennial musical starring Alfred 
Drake, wound up its first week with 
a solid $60,000 at the b.o., despite one 

performance washed out by rain. 
With two weeks left to the run, 
there’s a-chance the show will get 
out of the red, but Lorin F. Wheel- 
wright, production manager, play- 
ing it on the conservative side, says 
he expects a total gross of about 125 
to 150 G. So far, “Promised Valley” 
has played to about 33,500 customers. 


Tallu Gets $18,300 
In Chi; “Mill Out 


Chicago, July 29. 

The two legit productions on: the 
go—one coming, the other going— 
made spectacular showings here last 
week. “Private Lives,” which relit 
the Harris Tuesday night (22), Tal- 
lulah Bankhead starring, played 
seven performances to seven Ca- 
pacity houses during its first week, 
chalking up terrific $18,300. “The 
Red Mill” exited the Civic Opera 
House Saturday (26) for Detroit 
engagement after ringing up the 
highest gross made during its nine- 
week run here, great $35,000. 

Other three productions were just 
average. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (22d 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Fell off but got 
to around $12.500. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (11th 
wk) (1,358; $4.80). Picked up to 
around $21,000. 

“Carousel,” Shubert (9th wk) (2,- 
100; $4.80). Staying in the fancy 
class with $35,000. 

“Private Lives,” (1,000; 
$3.60). 
acclaim for Tallulah. Of seven per- 
formances, including two matinees, 
house sold out for $18,300. 

“The Red Mill,” Civic Opera House 
(9th wk) (3,800; $3.60). Final week 
saw unusually brisk boxoffice. Closed 
Saturday to move to Detroit after 
taking in highest gross made during 
its run with $35,000. 





Harris 





‘Chimes of Normandy’ 
In Click St. L. Preem 


St. Louis, July 29. 

“Chimes of Normandy,” the Plan- 
quette-Clairville-Babet comic opera, 
presented three times previously 
here, became the eighth presentation 
of the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s cur- 
rent season last night in the al fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park. A swel- 
tering mob of 10,000 that grossed an 
estimated $3,200 was on deck for the 
teeoff of the one week engagement. 

Cast headed by Mack Harrell, 
baritone, and Anthony Marlowe, 
tenor, both from the New York Met, 
and Margaret Spencer and Eleanore 
Lutton copped posies from the crix 
and plaudits from the payees. Out- 
standers in support who are click- 
ing are Emile Renan, Edwin Steffe, 
Norma Larkin, Maebelle Griffin, 
Theodore Korosy and Virginia 
Thomas. Rudy Kroeller teamed up 
with Patricia Bowman, ballerina, to 
win mob okay in several routines. 
_Jerome Kern’s musical comedy, 
“Sally,” lived up to its rep as one of 
the top coin-grabbers in the local 
arena in the seven-night stand that 
wound up Sunday (27). A total of 
73,000 customers laid approximately 
$45,000 on the line. Crix blew hot 
and cold on El Brendel and Ronnie 
Cunningham in the top roles, but 
the customers loved them. 


‘Okla.’ 336, Wash. 


Washington, July 29. 

The heart-warming sight of crowds 
milling around the National is 
brightening E street these days, 
with, “Oklahoma” beginning the sec- 
ond of its four-week stint here. 

The Guild champ opened with a 
sock $33,000, and should ¢limb to a 
sellout current session. Looks solid 
for its entire stay, despite a general 
slump in film and nitery grosses 
here, 

“Red Mill” is skedded to follow 
Aug. 18 for the usual fortnight, 


Current Road Shows 


(Period covering July 28-Aug. 9) 
« “Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (28-9). 
“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(28-9). 
Me Mister”—Blackstone, 
i. (28-9). 


“Carousel”—Shubert,: Chi. (28-9). 


“Dream Girl” — Shubert, Bost. 
(28-9). 


- 








“Harvey” — Opera Hse., Central 
City (4-9), 
“I Remember Mama” — Geary, 


Frisco (28-9). 
“Joan of Lorraine” — Shubert- 

Lafayette, Det. 28-9). 

an Touch” — Erlanger, Buff. 
“Oklahoma!”—Nat’l, Wash. (28-9). 
“Private Lives”—Harris, Chi. (28- 





9). 
“The Red Mill”—Cass, Det. (28-9). 


Opened Tuesday (22) to crix’ 


a 


Plays Abroad 


Peace in Our Time 


London, July 23. 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., and John C. Wilson 
production in two acts by Noel Coward. 
Directed by Alan Webb under author's su- 


pervision. At Lyric theatre, London, open- 
ing July 22, ‘47. 

Alma Boughton......-seseees Helen Horsey 
Fred Shattock....... Cbodecccecs Bernard Lee 
Janet Braid......seeses..--Elspeth March 
Doris Shattock.............Maureen Pryor 
Mr. Grainger...ceceess Seocccves Trevor Ward 
Mrs. Grainger....e.ee $006cneses Sybil Wise 
Nora Shattock....eeees es--- Beatrice Varley 
Lyla Vivian. ..ecccorecccepecess Hazel Terry 
George Bourne....cccsestes> Kenneth More 
Chorley Bannister....cceccse++s Olaf Pooley 
Bobby Paxtom. .«<ccdesscee ;Derek Aylward 
Albrecht Richter.......see6. Ralph Michael 
Phyllis Mere@....cccesscccveces Dora Bryan 
Mr. LAWTFeNCE. ..ccccvccoceccsens George Lane 
ON 5th eked 6040 db04644006645.68 Irene Relph 
Gladya Mott.....ccodcocces® Daphne Maddox 
Alff® Blake........s+eee cecccece Brian Carey 
Herr Huberman......cesee-+e- Richard Scott 
Frau Huberman...cessccessess Betty Wolfe 
ili CHROOT... 0006540dsness Philip Guard 
Dr. Venning......cccccceeee+-Michael Kent 





For all his smartness and cynicism, 
Noel Cowaséi is a born sentimentalist, 
and 100% British at that. His one 
great regret in life must be that 
Shakespeare, and not Coward, wrote 
John of Gaunt’s speech about “This 


England.” But that needn’t be’ held 


against any playwright, particularly 
Coward, whose admirers constitute a 
most voci‘erous sect of the theatre, 
and in whose worship of Coward— 
good or bad—there is something 
touchingly naive. How else account 
for the tremendous ovation he and 
his play received on the first night? 
Notwithstanding a divided press, its 
success seems assured here though 
it’s not for America. 


What would have happened if the 
Nazis had invaded and occupied Eng- 
land? That is the question Coward 
poses. And what does Coward imag- 
ine would have happened? Nothing 
more or less than did actually take 
place in France, Norway, Holland, 
Czechoslovakia and every other oc- 
cupied country. Gestapo, torture, 
police rule, collaborators, under- 
ground movement, and all the rest 
that has now passed into history. 


As he sets his play in a West End 
public house—also the rendezvous of 
the intelligentsia—Coward gives him- 
self the opportunity for making 
speeches about patriotism, for shrewd 
cockney humor, a sly dig at Holly- 
wood, and some witty character- 


drawing. The thumbnail sketches are } 


Coward at his best, but having used 
his first act to show Britain gs a 
slave state with Churchill shot and 
Hitler about to open Parliament, and 
having said nearly all he had to say, 
his second act degenerates into-fa- 
miliar melodrama. He gives us a pic- 
ture as we knew it in all the occu- 
pied countries. The collaborator be- 
trays his countrymen, the _ secret- 
service girl is tortured to death, and 
the brutal Nazi meets his end as the 
Allies conquer, with the radio play- 
ing “God Save the King.” 

There must have been some rea- 
son why such an experienced play- 
wright as Coward penned this piece. 
Was it to show the British what they 
escaped? Perhaps Coward believes 
we are dumb enough -not to know. 
Maybe he’s right, but if that is the 
case, surely he could have given his 
play an expression that would have 
lifted it to a higher level of drama. 
That Coward has not lost his stage 
cunning is evident by his timing, his 
humor and his observation. 

Judging by the first-night recep- 
tion there is a vast audience here for 
this play, and it will doubtless have 
much success, but it would be sur- 
prising to find an American audience 
so slavish in its adoration of Cow- 
ard, or so complaisant of tirades by 
the High Prophet of the Union Jack. 
Hollywood is not likely to bid for it, 
but an English film producer may 
take a chance on Coward’s reputa- 
tion. 

For the staging and acting there is 
nothing but unqualified praise. If 
Noel Coward has failed to give us 
anything novel, he has not failed his 
cast. True, none of the characters 
is eomplex, but each deserves full 
marks, with special commendation to 
Bernard Lee, Beatrice Varley, Els- 
peth March and a dozen of the minor 
folk, Cane. 


The Nightingale 
Isondon, July 16. 


Lee Ephraim production (by arrangement 
with Bertram Montague) of new. musical 
romance in two acts by Michael Martin- 
Harvey and Sax Rohmer. Directed by Jack 
Hulbert. Music by Kennedy Russell; ‘addi- 
tional lyrics, Max Kester. At Princess the- 
atre, London, July 15, °47. 

i 2 See Rosaline Haddon 
Lord Chamberlain.......... Richard Walter 


Dowager EXpresS. .cocccccceces Fabia Drake 
to” rer ecccceccoss Kenneth Kove 
Marquis Kamatari....cccoeesss Gavin Gordon 
BEE MIN. 00.646 0dd660000Keen Arthur Bell 
SHG Gardenee. occcccoceseess Hector Thomas 
WES CIAEGONERs 00.006 ss0csseeceesss Ivor Smith 
Mal CBR... ccsvccvccsescccsscvcss Ne Laster 
The Emperor....... eecccese John Westbrook 
BMD Bes 6g 006008000 5eeeenes se Morgan Davies 
a Se eer ee ooee- Wilfred. Walter 
ee DUMONEAN. oc cteeeveccs Mimi Benzell 
Princess Hana Koe............ Julie Bretton 


Premier Dancers..Julie Norman Thompson, 
Sonya Hana 





First nighters in this town today 


are in a state of mind ‘concerning | 
musicals which borders on hysteria. | 
Give them a show that’s at all pass- | 
able and a leading lady who can sing, | 


and the reception is rapturous. Add 


to this a touch of national pride in a} 
home product, and the applause is | 


hardly a reflection of the intrinsic 
merit of the show. 





This adaptation of a simple Hans 


Andersen story is overlaid with 
spectacle and elaborate costumes 
reminiscent of pantomime, the Yule. 
tide entertainment so popular in this 
country. Having hacked one’s way 
through weary prose, tedious lyrics 
and feeble humor, one arrives at the 
story of a mysterious songstress, 
“Pearl of the Moon,” whose voice 
captures the heart of the Chinese 
Emperor, Latter goes in search of 
her on the eve of his wedding to a 
wicked Japanese princess. 


He captures his Nightingale, but 
between a song or two about the 
mysteries of love, she tells him off 
in front of his court about his mis- 
rule of China and his oppression of 
the people. This is too much for the 
emperor and the first act ends with 
the good old routine of the heart- 
broken heroine being banished and 
the emperor returning to the vil- 
lainous Japanese princess. 


The one serious claim this musi- 
cal has is that it gives Mimi Benzell 
(advertised as from Metropolitan 
Opera) an opportunity to prove what 
she could do if given the right songs 
to sing. Not a solitary one is memor- 
able, but her personal success in the 
title part is beyond dispute. 


The music never rises to any dis- 
tinction. Doubtless the lyrics may 
have certain merit, but beyond fleet. 
ing references to love, it was difficult 
to hear what most of the principals 
or chorus were saying. 


The impress of Jack Hulbert lies 
heavily on the production, and in 
thanking the audience for the won- 
derful reception he suggested that 
this show proves “Britain Can Make 
It.” It may do for home consump- 
tion. There may be.a public fond of 
spectacle and pseudo-Chinese cos- 
tumes, but it is definitely not for ex- 
port. Cane. 











Backers’ Bewail 


Continued from page 51 











i ecia eel 
ruined many a show and backer, 
That is why a knowing backer pre- 
fers to play ball only with a know- 
ing, tried and true producer. 


Producers’ Responsibilities 


The financial responsibility of the 
producer is important. This point 
sometimes eludes backers because 
all of the money called for by the 
budget generally comes from the 
backers, and none from the pro- 
ducer. However, if the show runs 
into more cost than budgeted, the 
producer is ordinarily obligated to 
put up or.raise the additional 
amount needed. That obligation on 
the part of the producer doesn't 
mean much if he does not have the 
financial means or resourcefulness to 
respond. The backers are then in 
the mess where they must put in 
more money themselves, or let the 
show fold and take their licking 
midstream, 


It is now pertinent to ask again 
what can be done to shorten the 
odds on the backer’s gamble. The 
answer is selectivity. The selec- 
tivity must embrace the three fac- 
tors of play, costs, and producer. A 
business man will recognize this as 
the same formula required for any 
enterprise — product, profitability, 
and management. In fact, invest- 
ment in shows should be. approached 
with the same seriousness, study 
and care, including use of outside 
(literary and legal) analysis of pro- 
duction and operating budgets, 
checkup on top personnel, as nor- 
mally precede any investment in 
business. Such an approach will 
add health to the theatre and wealth 
to the backer. 


The “housing” shortage has scared 
off some backers, though there 18 
really little to fear. A good show 
will get a house, or at least no 
worthwhile show has yet died on 
the road for want of a Broadway 
booking. : 


Summing it up, the theatre, from 
the backers’ standpoint, is suffering 
from nothing that a good play, put 
on at reasonable cost, under compe- 
tent, responsible management, could 
not cure. When show business takes 
the cure, how the angels will sing! 














AVAILABLE 


Former well-known stage direc- 
tor of Broadway musical produc- 
tions, having been connected with 
a commercial enterprise for ‘the 
past five years, is desirous of re- 
turning to show business in a man- 
agerial or advisory capacity. 

Address BOX 711x, Variety. 154 


| West 46th Street, New York 19. 
N.Y. 
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ranch and recreational center for 
kids, Sept. 1. 

Mrs. Nick Mondoray critically ill 
in a Phoenix hospital. 

Mrs. Dorothy Gibson thrushing at 
Hooter’s D-4-C Ranch. 

Wyn and Hope El Cortez head- 
liners starting July 22. 

Hedda Hopper judging chapeau 
contest at Last Frontier. 

Irving Rothschild’s band set for 
Sapphire Room, July 22. 

Richard Dooley installing  tele- 
vision in Las Vegas Club. 

Olive Brasno won Hedda Hopper’s 


~ Broadway 


Al Burnett, British comedian, in 
on the America. ; 

Billy Rose reportedly angling to 
buy the Belasco. q 

Jimmy Grainger, Republic sales 
chief, back from the Coast. 

“The Chocolate Soldier” opens on 
four at Washington, Sept. 8. 

Jackie Miles signed for Saratoga 
Deimonico’s, at $4,500 per week. 

John Dowd, vet showman, lost 





- wife, to whom he was wed 25 years. | hat contest at Last Frontier. 


Gene Austin planed to Hollywood 
for Walter Donaldson funeral. 

Ps Abe Shurr and Bob Kaltenborn 
Cary Grant motored east prior to; have leased the Nevada Biltmore. 
taking off for England later this! _ Local syndicate backing Jack 
week. | Dempsey in new resort hostelry deal. 
Daughter of Bert Sanford, of Altec, Doc Starr and Clark Chadwick 
Service Corp., gave birth to a daugh-| after midnight serenaders at the 
ter last week. | Cortez. 

Singer Igor Gorin enroute to De-|!_ Spike Jones band, — 
froit to pick up new car and drive | Rancho Vegas Aug. 7, 
to Hollywood. Flamingo Room. 

Memorial services for Sam H. Har-| Sanford D. Adler and associates 
is today (30) in chapel of the Jewish | have purchased the Flamingo for a 

heatrical Guild. reported $3,000,000. : 

Actor Sam Byrd has bought North Joey Adams, Tony Canzoneri and 
Carolina plantation and will move| Mark Plant switched to Flamingo 
into it in September. after El Rancho holdover. 


Herd Theatrical Corp. has moved 
to midtown offices from upper east 


sid 





slated for El 
switched to 


Brock Pemberton planing to Den- 
ver to rehearse “Harvey” for Central 
City, Colo., showings. 

Peter Donald resumes. tonight 
(Wed.) on “Can You Top This?” 
after Bermuda vacation. 

Hughie McGauley, viceprez of 
Treasurers Club, and wife Betty 
celebrated 16th wedding anniversary. 

Monica Boyar, nitery songstress 


born in the Dominican republic, 
sworn in as American citizen last 
week. 


Hank Ladd and Johnny Barnes 
have joined the The Hartmans, tour- 
ing the strawhats with an intimate 
revue. 

Olin Clark, Metro’s eastern story 
editor, back at his desk after being 
out six weeks with pneumonia and 
jaundice. 

Charlie Burke engaged by Para- 
mount for special exploitation of 
Cecil B. de Mille’s “Unconquered” in 
Pittsburgh. 

Josef Auerbach, prexy of Interna- 
tional Optima Co., reissue firm, re- 
turned from four-week plane trip 
to Europe. 

Paul F. Moss is in town to round 
up a cast for “He, She and the Ox,” 
new play slated for Broadway by 
Thelma Schnee, actress turned 
author. 

Sigmund Romberg back to Holly- 
wood after flying visit east tu con- 
duct the Philadelphia Robin Hood 
Dell Orchestra and the Philharmonic- 
Symphony. : 

Harry Brandt, film circuit owner 
and prexy of the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners Assn., elected honorary 
vice-chairman of the Liberal arty 
of New York State. 

Paul Lazarus, Jr., United Artists 
publicity-advertising director, train- 
ing to New York after 10 days con- 
fabbing with UA _ producers and 
execs in Hollywood. : 

Number of Catskill Mt. resort 
hotel thinking of following the 
‘lead of Grossinger’s by installing 

lane service from Gotham. Gross- 
nger’s has its own airfield. 

Paramount theatre managing di- 
rector Bob Weitman was an unbilled 
but persuasive intermediary in set- 
tling that talent “lockout” up in the 
Catskill Mt. resort belt, in its snarl 
with the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 

George Jessel back to the Coast by 


‘ plane after appearing at the Roxy 


opening day last week (Wed.) in 
connection with preem of his 20th- 
Fox production of “Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now.” June Haver, star 
of pic, trained back with her mother 
after easting for the same reason. 


Las Vegas 


By Brigham Townsend 





Sanford Adier planed up a flock 
of celebs to celebrate his acquisition 
of the Flamingo. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 


Bernie Hart in for long weekend 
with brother Moss. 

June Greenwall has replaced Red 
Spooner at Princeton McCarter as 
flack. 

Theron Bamberger purchased 40- 
acre tract nearby. Plans to build 
home. 

Television sets in pubs offering 
video from both N, Y. and Philly as 
lure to customers. 

Mrs. Ezra Stone (Sara Seeger), 
playing femme lead*in “Christopher 
Blake” at Playhouse next week. 

Don Hershey in to stage “Chris- 
topher Blake’ at Playhouse, Aug. 4. 
— managed Moss Hart drama in 
a - 

Rusty Lane checking cut at New 
Hope for Stockbridge, Mass., where 
he’ll play in two productions for 
Billy Miles. 

Staats Cotsworth in to see spouse, 
Muriel Kirkland, starring this stanza 
at Playhouse in “Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street.” 

William A. Lee to star in “Apple 
of His Eye” at New Hope Aug. 18. 
Character man scored earlier at 
Playhouse in “Dear Ruth.” 

Budd Shulberg working on screen 
treatment at his New Hope manse 
for new novel, “The Harder. They 
Fall,” about punchdrunk pug. Book, 
due in August, bought by RKO. 

Philly Forrest on Aug. 11 will 
day-and-date Leventhal production 
of “Joan of Lorraine” with New 
Hope, where Luise Rainer will have 
Ingrid Bergman role. Sylvia Sidney 
starred in Forrest revival. 


Chicago 








Pamela Britton, lead in “Briga- 
doon,” here visiting old theatre 
chums. 


Danny Thomas’ stdy at the Chez 
Paree will be extended until Sep- 
tember. 

Jane Grant, of “Brigadoon,” in 
from N. Y. to visit her family who 
lives here. 

Jack Irving. head of AGVA here, 
elected to directorate of Osteo- 
pathic hospital. 

Gertrude Bromberg back from all- 
winter tour as advance man for 
“State of Union.” 

Ish Kabibble, of Kay Kyser band, 
visiting the Blackhawk, scene of the 
first Kyser triumph. 

Harry Ritz’s wife and son planed 
into town for the comedian’s 20th 
anni in show business. 


Dick Williams left here for De- 
troit to do press campaign on “Red 
Mill” which opens at Cass theatre. 

Allied National Convention, orig- 
inally ‘set for November 10-12, 
changed to Decembcr 1-3 at Hotel 
Schroeder, Milwaukee. 

Martha O'Driscoll, who is new 
bride of Arthur Appleton, Chicago 
man, will make her home here next 


Mae West vacationing. 

Von Kerry in the Stork Club. 

Carl Schraeder Last Frontiering. 

Matty Fain resting at the Cortez. 

Matty Fain stopping at the Cortez. 
— Bingo set to open on July 


me Toppers to Jackson Hole, 
yo 


Carl Schraeder here for usual six 





Weeks — ~~ aarp 2 
il : irginia Sequin and Norman Bax- 
ate Harris and Alice Faye week | ter, of me ae se pores 
: P a tune called “Amber Eyes,” whic 
hoe Baker has taken over Big Hat | \.a¢ preemed on the sirleoes by 
Meeks . Henry Brandon from the Stevens 
rat, Archie Mayo resting at Last | }, ote!’ 
Grace Haye ; : 
chekup, yes hospitalized for a Buenos Aires 
h Rima .Rudina Trio a Flamingo 
Oldover. Marie Bell's French legit show 


Mike Werner a Hi Life click and 


playing to sock biz at Odeon. 








holdover. 


Sil Sily 
icenien’ now a Stork Club. 


Howard Harrison. Korda travel- 
ling rep, here on distribution. 





J : Kolynos switches “Saint” who- 
newt, DiLalla and Sally Moody are | dunit from Belgrano to Mundo net. 
"ye lyweds. Susana Freyre. young screen star, 

0e Smoot planing to Los Angeles | weds director Carlos Hugo Chris- 

5 Se week. tensen in surprise secret wedding. 
H ther Todd took over the Rocking Arthur Rubinstein does broadcast 
Tank nh. ‘concert for Belgrano net at $6,250 


Jack Dem se h 
‘ e. 
eo Vegas. m : 
let am Baker out of the Zanzibar 
ro the Big Hat. 
there McDonalds are christening | de Farago to Buenos Aires on dis- 
< baby, Gregory. | tribution deal. 
lin 7 Triola and Bob Hall head- | 
e E! Rancho show. | prexy 


per show, with RCA Victor bank- 


rolling. ; ; 
Cifesa, Spanish production unit, 


resting at 





Armando Truclos. former Warner’s 


Jean Loach and Eddie Troy aug- | Buenos Aires office. replacing Arthur | 
| Abeles, upped to Warner's London 


set-up. 


ment El Cortez show. 
Y Rogers opens his new dude 


sends Vicente Casanova and Esteban | 





in Peru. transferred to head , 


London 


“Lord” George Sanger, 
proprietor, left over $55,000. 

Bill Linnit, show producer and 
agent, married Mrs. Hope 
July 24. 

The Jack Kapps and family to 
Italy as part of their European 
itinerary. 

G. S. Melvin, 


circus 


comic, who was 


drowned in London floods last year, | 


left $92,000. 


Gracie Fields turned down offer 


of $8,000 to appear at tHe Casino, | 


London, for Bernard Delfont. 

State, in Kilburn, supplementing 
its films with stage shows, teeing off 
— International Ballet in Septem- 

er. 

Edwin Styles takes over Richard 
Littledale’s role. of compere when 
show transfers from the Strand to 
Palace, July 28, 

Despite Savoy hotel profits jump- 
ing from $355,000 to $400,000, shares 
slumped 20c on 10% divvy. City ex- 
pected much more. 

Renee Gadd, stage and film star, 
married London solicitor, Henry 
Hardman at Caxton Hall register 
office, London, on July 24. 

Leni Lynn, American operatic 
singer, who appeared in several 
English films for Lou Jackson, has 
quit pictures to take up an operatic 
career, 

Isobel Bigley, chorine, who has 
been -understudying Betty Jane Wat- 
son in “Oklahoma!”, temporarily re- 
placed her till new arrival for lead 
from America. 

Linnit & Dunfee has acquired 
new play by famous King’s Counsel, 
Sir Patrick Hastings, titled “The 
Blind Goddess.” Scheduled for pres- 
entation in the fall. 

Prevented by illness from attend- 
ing the special charity performance 
the second night of “Ever Since 
Paradise.” Queen Mary paid her 
promised visit on July 21. 

Robert Atkins staged his last 
Shakespearean production of the 
season at Regent’s Park on July 22. 
Final show was “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” Atkins playing the 
role of Bottom. 


Atlantic City 


Tex Beneke in jam session with 
Count Basie’s crew during midnight 
visit to Paradise. 

Clarence Taylor, company man- 
ager of “Harvey,” with Mrs. Taylor, 
made reservations at Claridge for 
August. 

James Kovac, program director of 
NBC, into Claridge to arrange for 
National Broadcasters visit here in 
September. 

Perry Como with Lloyd Shaffer 
band, Martin Brothers, Evans Fam- 
ily, Marion Hutton and Eddie Bar- 
tell due in Aug. 7 at Steel Pier. 

Larry Lawson, bike rider, forced 
to forego try at endurance grind 
record on Steel Pier when tread mill 
broke and gashed his leg in 20th 
hour of ride. 

Charles Spivak band 





into Steel 


Pier ballroom Aug. 3-9. Vaudeville | 


at Steel Pier, Aug. 3-6 will include 
Jerry Wayne, Phil Regan, Crosby 
sisters, 3 Honey Boys and 16 Dancing 
Debutantes. 

Mack triplets, Gleason & Sander- 


son, entertained kids at Betty Bacha- | 


rach home for treatment of polio 
(25), Henny Youngman missed per- 
formance because of molar job. All 
sent from Steel pier by George 


Hamid. 
Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Peter, Rawson will revive “Henry | 


V” at his Savoy, Sydney. 
Ella Shields is making another 
tour over the Tivoli circuit. 
“Outlaw” given the green light 
here and plays Hoyts’ chain. 


“Carnegie Hall” in for a run at, 


Century, Sydney,.for Hoyts. 
Concert star Vivian Della Chiesa 
making tour for Williamson-Tait. 
Ice-skating season in Sydney and 
Melbourne pulling healthy coinage. 
Williamson-Tait reviving “No, No, 
Nanette” in Adelaide with local cast. 
Borovansky Ballot-under the W-T 
management is faring nicely in 
Sydney. j 


Sydney’s picture ball brought in 


nearly $5,000 to aid industry’s sick 
and needy. 
James Mason’s film “Odd Man 


Out” is a terrif click in Sydney for 
Hoyts circuit. 

Eric Strelitz. British Empire Films’ 
London rep. due home after exten- 
sive Aussie looksee. 

Bob Geraghty managing vaude- 
revue season for Tivoli loop at His 
Majesty’s. Brisbane. 

“Oh, Mistress Mine” looks like a 

ood bet for Garnet Carroll at 

rincess, Melbourne. 

John Charles .Thomas will do a 
short season in New Zealand prior 
to returning to U.S. 

Eugene Goossens arrived here to 
take over the conductorship of the 
Sydney Symphony Orch. 

Giveaways will fade from the 
Brisbane urban zone this month on 
nix by independent exhibits. 

Northern Aussie trade unionists 
asking government to okay night 
trotting with betting this summer. 

Charles Munro. will increase 
Queensland chain with addition of 
more urban cinemas in Brisbane 


zone. 
“Dancing Years.” the Williamson- 


Astley, | 


land tour. 
| show. 

British film “Quiet Weekend” beat 
the New Zealand longrun 
held by “Gone With Wind.” 
ran to 18 weeks. 


Tara Barry is star of 


' and returned to London. 


| Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts’ topper, is | 
due back here next’ November for | 


annual board meeting. He's cur- 
rently on his way to U. S 
Metro’s “Mrs. Miniver” 


record 
Britisher | 
| 


Walter Greenwood, who came here | 
to script “Eureka Stockade” for Eal- | 
ing, has completed his assignment 4, 


Hollywood 
| Larry Finley in from N. Y. 
Spencer Tracy in from N. Y. 
Allen Lane to Dallas for a benefit. 
Jim Rosenberger daid up with flu. 
Irving Berlin to Honolulu on vaca- 
yn. 
Bill Pine to Catalina Island for a 
week, 

Alan Wilder laid up with bron- 
chitis. 

Dolph Zimmer laid up with heart 





is being | : 
bx another whirl around in Syd- trouble. 


Charles P. Skouras to Denver for 


ney. Next to “Naughty Marietta,” it’s’ g week. 


| probably the most 
| local history. 
“Clutterbuck” at Minerva, Sydney, 
is doing .okay. Producer, Georgie 
Wood, is expected back here 
London next October to stage more 
shows for Whitehall Productions. 


revived pic in 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Noel Coward due here for the 
weekend. 
Joshua Logan and Nedda Harrigan 
at Newtown, 
Mrs. 


from | 


Smiley Burnette east for a 24-day 
stage tour. 

Besa Short broke three ribs in an 
auto crash. 

Charles Korvin became an Ameri- 
can citizen. 

Jean Hersholt to Bohemian Grove 


|} on vacation. 

Hal Roach in town after a cross- 
country swing. 

Rolfe Sedan convalescing§ after 


major surgery. 
Leo Carillo to Tahoe Village for a 
two-week stand. 
Leonard Reeg 
appendix trouble. 
Hersholt recovering from a 


with 


hospitalized 


William Anthony McGuire| Allan 

here writing a book. | throat operation. ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Van Horn “ee in a after a tour of 
iL ceahiaddl rh Tape east and midwest. 

(Virginia Dunning) honeymooning. | Martha Hyer recovering 
Jessie Royce Landis, local favorite, emergency surgery. 

due here August 11 in “Papa Is All.” Cjiff Lewis checked into town after 
Rex Ingram, former screen direc- | seven weeks in N. Y. 

tor, here visiting Pat Powers before! Greer Garson returned from 

sailing for Africa. | Pebble Beach siesta. 

Katharine Bard Robert L. Lippert planed in for 


from 


her 


will be the new 


Claudia in radio’s “Claudia and Screen Guild confabs. 
David” in the fall. | Milton Kusell in from N. Y. for 
Patricia Quinn, widow of Fiske | Selznick sales huddles. 





O’Hara, has a principal role in “Man 
Who Came to Dinner” this week. 
Thomas Kina, next term’s presi- 
dent of the Princeton Triangle Club, 
an apprentice at the Playhouse here. 
John C. Wilson back from “Private 


Saul Elkins checked in at Warners 
after a trip to Calgary. 

Tom Alfred moved in as head 
flack for Marathon Pictures. 

Meredith Willson to San Francisco 
to emcee the Lions convention. 


Lives” opening in Chicago and a Anthony A. Flagler, Ohio congress- 
brief stopover with the Lunts in | man, ogling production at RKO. 
Wisconsin. Gene Autry flew in from Ogden, 
Mrs. John Chapman back from |} Uteh, where he kept a rodeo date. 
Denver. Jinx Falkenburg and Tex Taylor Holmes returned to work 


McCrary weekend guests of the | at 20th-Fox after a week of illness, 

Chapmans. |_ Michael Sloane and his father-in- 
Canada Lee, Jerry Whyte, Alan | law, Fred Stone, trained in from the 

Bunce, Ruth Nugent, Philip Huston, | east. 

S. N. Behrman, Luther’ Adler, Nat Tanchuck planed to Mexico 

Kevin McCarthy, Christie MacDon- | City on first leg of a Latin-American 

ald, Fritz Reiner, Richard Rodgers, | tour. 

Oscar Hammerstein, James Melton | Forrest Tucker joining the La 








catching “The Male Animal” last | Jolla strawhat troupe for “Biog- 
week, raphy.” 

Joan Blondell in from Minneapolis 

added scenes in “Nightmare 


Washington Alley. 


Frank Ferrin called off his Cana- 
By Florence S. Lowe 


dian vacation because of his wife's 
Jerry Colonna in town visiting | i!!ness. 





| friends. Jack Sherrill returned to agency 

_ Leatrice Joy doing a summer stock re in’ association with Tom 
stint as star of “Vi ee ” lon. 

| mager ive. Mrs. Carol Brandt, Metro’s easte 


| WTTG. Dumont video outlet, plan- 
ning to feature film stars on its local 
| telecasts. Ginger Rogers went on vacation 
| Gladys Swarthout here to solo at after winding up “It Had to Be You” 
| wind-up summer concert of National | at Columbia. 

Symphony. Lanny Ross in town for the first 

“Chocolate Soldier” skedded for! time in nine years to appear at Hol- 
| National on Sept. 8 as first stop in| lywood Bowl. 

its national tour. |“ Orson Welles left for England to 

Picket line of conga dancers out-° play in Alexander Korda’s produc- 
side strfke bound Arthur Murray, tion, “Salome.” 
studio broken up by a restraining} Frank Morgan, winner of the Los 
court order. Angeles-to-Honolulu yacht race, sails 

George Lawrence and Richard| for home Aug. 13. 

Krueger, of the “Oklahoma” cast, Frances McCann ‘returned from 
feted at a midnight swimming party San Francisco where she sang in 
by fellow cast-members. | “Three Musketeers.” 

Playwrights James Gow, Arnaud! Lester Lewis recovering from in- 
(“Deep Are Roots”) d’Usseau and/ juries sustained in a motor accident 
Henry Butler in to see Catholic U’s | near Santa Barbara. 
attention-getting “Kingdom of Blind,” | Leon Britton left for Singapore 
written by Frank Ford. |after studio huddles to represent 
RKO in the Far East. 

Esther Williams elected judge of 
the forthcoming speedboat race from 
Catalina to Hermosa. 

Frank Sinatra will fly to South 
| America when he finishes his chore 
'in “The Kissing Bandit.” 

Fox Westcoasters Club will hold 


ern story chief, in town for studio 
huddles. 














Obituaries 


Continued from page 50 








Lee Mortimer. Jimmy Fidler and 


lands court after their nightclub ar- 
gument in 1941. G 





BENJAMIN GARSON 


Hank Garson, Burns-Allen radio 
| writer, died July 26 in Los Angeles. 


grandchildren. 





LOU LA MERT 
Lou La Mert, brother of the late 
, Sam La Mert, died in San Francisco, 
July 3. He was known both in the 





Errol] Flynn wound up in Judge Hol- | its annual 


olf tournament, Aug. 8 


| at Riviera Country Club. 


| William Elliott ard Vera Ralston 





‘ 


i U. S. and Australia as a member | 


‘of the La Mert vaudeville team. 


aired back from Cheyenne, 
“Wyoming” was preemed. 
Joan Caulfield back in town after 


where 


Benjamin. Garson, 76, father of Personal appearances with “Welcome 


Stranger” in San Fancisco. 
Marshall Thompson returned from 
three weeks of fishing with Wallace 


Richard Lane had five stitches 
taken in his leg after a fivht scene 
in “Devil Ship” at Columbia. 

Boris Karloff and Russell Simpson 
held a reunion in “Tan Roots.” their 
first film together in 28 years. 

Humphrey Bogart suffered a gash 
on his leg on final day’s filming 


{of “Treasure of Sierra Madre” at 
| Warners. 

J. Farrell MacDonald started his 
| 40th year on the screen with a char- 


| Survived by a sister. 


Helen Marlowe, 35, former tennis | acter role in “Nightmare Alley” at 


champion and member of Metro's 


| wood as a result of tuberculosis. She 
| was a lieutenant in the Mi rine Corps 
‘during the war. 





editing staff, died July 24 in Holly- 


| 


| 
| Mother of Mrs. Alan Corelli, whose | 
‘vacationing in Wisconsin. 


| husband is exec secretary of Theatre 
Authority, died in Patchogue, L. I, 
July 27. 


died July 23 in Los Angeles. 


| Valentine L. Ney, 92. former Can- 


Tait musical, will do a New Zea-'ton, O., exhibitor, died there July 25. 


20th-Fox. 

Claudette Colbert out of cast of 
“Sleep, My Love,” with illness for 
the second time, while the company 
shoots around her, 

Elizabeth Taylor left for Europe, 
with a stopover at Minocqua, Wis., 
to meet nm, Eisenhower who is 

Walter Winchell and Earl Carroll 
have patched up their feud of long 


| standing because of mutual Damon 


Runyon Memorial Cancer Fund ac- 
| Jack Busch Cohn, 41, composer, 


tiv ties. 

Edward Arnold, Pat Somerset, 
Tudor Williams and George Chand- 
ler will represent the Screen Actors 
Guild at the ahnual convention of 
thé California Fedération of Labor. 
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